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An aerial view of the Snake River Canyon near Twin Falls in early September.

A PHOTOGRAPHIC LOOK BACK AT THE YEAR

THAT WAS IN THE MAGIC VALLEY

MEAGAN THOMPSON/Times-News

Soledad Verduzco stands after praying with her father, Luis Verduzco; mother, Margarita Lopez; and 5-

year-old brother, Luis Jr., at an altar filled with candles and images of Mary and the Virgen de Guadalupe

during her quince anos celebration Oct. 25 at St. Jerome’s Catholic Church in Jerome.

ASHLEY SMITH/Times-News 

Carli Swallow, 9, of Kimberly rides through a pond on a street created

by a clogged storm drain in Kimberly after two July thunderstorms

swept through the area.

Magicvalley.com
See a slideshow of these and other mem-
orable pictures from 2008.
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Gooding’s
North Valley
Academy
planning
ahead

By Ben Botkin
Times-News writer

The start of the 2009-2010
school year is more than seven
months away, but North Valley
Academy officials are already
making plans for that year’s
enrollment.

The Gooding charter school
will begin taking applications
on Monday from potential stu-
dents for the next school year.
In the fall, for the first time,
North Valley Academy will have
high school classes for students
in ninth through 12th grade.

To expand into the high
school grades, the academy will
need 60 students in those
grades, said Deby Infanger,
chair of the charter school’s
board. The school can have up
to 96 students in high school.

So far, about 45 students have
expressed their intent to enroll
in the high school classes,
Infanger said.

“We have about two thirds of
the students that we have to
have to open the high school,”
she said.

The school began classes this
fall for students in kindergarten
through eighth grade and has a
student enrollment of 160.

Applications, which are need-
ed for all prospective students
from kindergarten through 12th

Charter school
taking applications
for next school year

Please see PLANNING, Page A2

Buhl couple
wins $1M
raffle prize
By Nate Poppino
Times-News writer

A Buhl couple bought the
winning Idaho Lottery $1 mil-
lion Raffle Ticket, Lottery
spokesman David Workman
said Wednesday.

Gregg and Cathy Owen of
Buhl found out they had the
winning number — 102,813 —
when they checked their ticket
online Tuesday night, Workman
said. The couple brought their
ticket into the Lottery office in
Boise on Wednesday afternoon.

“They had consecutive num-
bers, the 812 and 813 together,”
Workman said. “They saw the
12 first and thought they didn’t
win.”

The couple purchased the
winning ticket at the Ridley’s
Food & Drug in Buhl. The
Lottery will hold a ceremony for
the Owens on Friday in Buhl,
Workman said.

Winning tickets of $15,000
prizes were sold in Ada,
Canyon, Clark and Kootenai
counties. The Canyon County
ticket was claimed Tuesday
night by Ramiro Heredia, who
bought it at the Gem Stop on
Middleton Road in Nampa.

Winners have 180 days to
claim their prizes. Information
on the raffle is available
at www.idaholottery.com,
www.idahoraffle.com or 208-
334-4656.

Aragon leaves jail for daughter’s funeral service

By Andrea Jackson
Times-News writer

A father charged with sec-
ond-degree murder after his
daughter’s apparent freezing
death was allowed to leave
jail Wednesday to attend her
funeral in Jerome.

Robert Aragon, 55, was
driven by Blaine County sher-
iff’s deputies to the
Farnsworth Mortuary, where

he attended a small private
family service. He was seen
afterward being escorted to a
police SUV, wearing a suit
jacket rather than an orange
jail jumpsuit.

Earlier, hundreds of
mourners packed the chapel
of the Jerome 1st Ward of the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints to say good-
bye to 11-year-old Sage Jenks
Aragon in a service inspired
by the culture of her mother’s
Shoshone-Bannock Tribe.

The girl died on Dec. 26
from hypothermia after she
and her brother, Bear, 12,
were allowed to walk in
snowy, freezing weather to
see their mother at her home
at West Magic Village on
Christmas. Her father, who
had custody of both children,
is charged with second-
degree murder and felony
injury to a child.

At Wednesday’s memorial

MEAGAN THOMPSON/Times-News

A mourner pays her respects to 11-year-old Sage Aragon

Wednesday afternoon during a memorial service at the Jerome 1st

Ward Chapel of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Sage died from hypothermia after walking along West Magic Road

on Dec. 26.

Magicvalley.com
WATCH: A video about Sage Aragon’s memorial serv-
ice as well as a photo gallery of the event.

Hundreds pack
Jerome chapel
to honor girl

Please see FUNERAL, Page A2



NAMPA, Idaho (AP) —
Volunteers have removed
part of the floor of the old Pix
Theater in the latest work to
restore the movie house.

Officials with the Pix
Theater Foundation said
plans can now start renovat-
ing the theater’s interior,
starting with installing bath-
rooms.

“It’s a downtown Nampa
historical building, and

Nampa really needs a central
area for downtown evening
entertainment,’’ Debra Lind-
ner, president of the founda-
tion’s board of directors, told
the Idaho Press-Tribune.
“Most of the businesses say
the town dies at 5 o’clock.
The theater will provide an
arena for live performances,
concerts, special edition
movies, and film festivals.’’

The theater first opened in
1946.

Lindner said renovation
plans call for a wine bar and
restaurant. She said the proj-
ect could take five years and
about $1.2 million to finish,
but she expects the theater to
be operating sooner than
that.

“We’re a very motivated
group and we are spreading
the enthusiasm and we’re
getting more and more peo-
ple involved,’’ Lindner said.
“When you walk into the old
theater, the charm of it capti-
vates you. It happens to
everybody who walks in.’’

In the most recent work,
done Tuesday, Dick Hill
Excavation and Straight Up
Construction and
Landscaping hauled out the
concrete floor and donated
time and equipment.

The Canyon County sher-
iff’s Inmate Labor Detail used
jackhammers to break up the
floor, which was then loaded
into wheelbarrows and then
dump trucks.

grade, must be filed with the
school before April 5.
Current students are guar-
anteed a slot for next year.

With an expansion into
high school grades, the
school’s officials also are
exploring options for more
classroom space.

Possibilities include using
modular buildings or using
more space at the school’s
current location on the cam-
pus of the Idaho School for
the Deaf and the Blind,
Infanger said.

“It’s really unwritten,
depending on the strength
of the enrollment,” she said.

Another long-term possi-
bility is using the Gooding

County Memorial Hospital
building, Infanger said.
Charter school officials have
toured the building, which
would need remodeling to
become a school, Infanger
said. 

That building, though,
won’t be available until 2010,
after North Canyon Medical
Center’s construction is fin-
ished.

Gooding County Mem-
orial Hospital has a lease
contract with Idaho for the

building and is working to
find tenants for the new
building, said Earl
Fitzpatrick, chief executive
officer of the hospital.

“At this time, we are taking
information from all inter-
ested parties and putting
them in contact with the
appropriate state officials,”
Fitzpatrick said in an e-mail.
“Our goal is to work with the
state and help ensure our
current facility is filled short-
ly after we depart to our new
hospital North Canyon
Medical Center in the spring
of 2010.”

Ben Botkin may be reached
at 208-735-3238 or
bbotkin@magicvalley.com.
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Go to Magicvalley.com to find a
ski report at the Snow Center.

Seasonal percentage
Watershed % of Avg. peak
Salmon 90% 35%
Big Wood 92% 36%
Little Wood 103% 39%
Big Lost 99% 38%
Little Lost 96% 39%
Henrys Fork/Teton 94% 37%
Upper Snake Basin 92% 37%
Oakley 100% 37%
Salmon Falls 109% 41%

As of Dec. 30

BENEFITS AND FUNDRAISERS

The 22nd annual Freeze on Skis, sponsored by
Snake River Freeze on Skis, to raise money for
Wishing Star Foundation and Living
Independence Network Corp. Water-ski the
Snake River at Shoshone Falls today, 10:30
a.m. to noon registration with event beginning
at noon, Shoshone Falls, Twin Falls,
Freezeonskis.com.

American Legion Bingo, 7:20 p.m. Bonanza

bingo and 7:30 p.m. Regular bingo, 610 W.
Main St., Wendell, $500 and $1,195 Black
outs, 536-6358. 

REGISTRATION REMINDER
Jan. 8  Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace

University Classes, 13 weeks of classes, 7
p.m., First United Methodist Church, 360
Shoshone St. E., Twin Falls, $100 in advance
ensures materials pre-ordered by class start-
up, (208) 736-7315, (208) 329-0254 or (208)
733-5872.  

To have an event listed, please submit the
name of the event, a brief description, time,
place, cost and contact number to Suzanne
Browne by e-mail at sbrowne@magicvalley.com;
by fax, 734-5538; or by mail, Times-News,
P.O.Box 548, Twin Falls, ID 83303-0548.
Deadline is noon, four days in advance of
event.

Only two picks today.
• If you want to see people

who are colder than you, as
well as braver, go to the 22nd
annual Freeze on Skis, spon-
sored by Snake River Freeze
on Skis, at noon at Shoshone
Falls. Registration is from
10:30 a.m. to noon. Skiers
raise money for the Wishing

Star Foundation and Living
Independence Network
Corp. Viewing is free and
there will be food and drinks
for sale.

• For indoor action, check
out the basketball at the
James Ray Construction
Shoot Out at 7:30 p.m.  at the
College of Southern Idaho

gymnasium. The tourney
goes on for two more days.

Enjoy your day.

Have your own pick you
want to share? Something
that is unique to the area and
that may take people by sur-
prise? E-mail me at
patm@magicvalley.com.

Due to an early press
deadline, lottery num-
bers were not avail-

able. Winning numbers
can be viewed online

at www.idaho-
lottery.com or by call-
ing (208) 334-2600.
Winning numbers will

appear in Friday’s
Times-News.

Business story reported incorrect name
Kruzer’s Nightlife is co-owned by Ronya Taylor. Taylor’s

last name was incorrect in a story published Wednesday.
Kirk Johnson will remain in Twin Falls.
The Times-News regrets the error.

TAKING AIM
Outdoors editor,

photographer
shoot air rifles.

FUNERALS IN

CYBERSPACE
Rupert funeral

home to broadcast
funerals online.

FRESH START
CSI basketball
player gains

eligibility.

OUTDOORS, C1 BUSINESS, B1 SPORTS, D1

MAKE A

DIFFERENCE
Volunteer to mentor the

children of Idaho prisoners.

SUNDAY IN FAMILY LIFE

family as a superstar with a
bright spirit, always bringing
sunshine into their lives.
Sage’s brother, Bear, and three
other men encircled a large
drum, banging it in tandem
with sticks.

They started off slow and
steady, and then moved faster
as Sage’s maternal great
uncle, Darrell Chief Tendoy,
chanted deeply, to give Sage a
good journey into her after-
life.

“You’re helping the journey
for her, you’re pushing her to
that light,” Tendoy said of the
Sundance Song he sang.

Sage was named for the
grass, he said, and sage grass
“cleanses your mind, spirit
and soul.”

On Wednesday, Tendoy
clutched some sage grass,
saying he would give it to
Bear, who greeted attendees
politely at the church door.
Robert Aragon’s brother, Jim,
said Friday he now has cus-
tody of Bear, who is doing
well and receiving counsel-
ing.

While Aragon was not
allowed to attend the public
memorial service, many there
spoke fondly of him and
pleaded that he be forgiven.

Aragon was employed by a
manure hauling company
before his arrest. His family
and boss have described him
as a good father who should-
n’t be in jail.

Guests at the memorial
said they do not blame
Aragon, who has been in jail
in Blaine County since Dec.
26, on $500,000 bond.

“I want God to forgive
him,” said Tendoy. “He must
be feeling a lot of pain … He
tried his best to raise his chil-
dren.”

Tendoy asked that Aragon
be blessed so “someday he
could be free to take care of
his sonny boy.”

Jenks said she was happy to
see so many people at her
daughter’s memorial, adding

she doesn’t want Aragon to be
blamed for Sage’s death.

“I’m not going to judge
him, either,” she said.

The Christmas tragedy
unfolded after Aragon’s car
got stuck in snow on West
Magic Road near the Blaine
County Line as he was driving
his children to see Jenks.
Authorities say Aragon let the
children walk in knee-deep
snow toward West Magic
Village, some 10 miles away,
while he got his car unstuck
and then drove home to
Jerome.

Bear was found about 11

hours later by a search and
rescue team in a Bureau of
Land Management rest area
five miles from the place
where the car had become
stuck. Sage, who was wearing
a down coat but only pajama
pants, was found at about 2
a.m. on Dec. 26, covered in
snow about three miles from
the point where she started
walking.

Aragon faces a Jan. 7 pretri-
al in 5th District Court in
Shoshone.

Andrea Jackson may be
reached at 208-735-3380.

Funeral
Continued from page A1

MEAGAN THOMPSON/Times-News

Cierra Thomas, 17, consoles her 5-year-old cousin Lexi Aragon Wednesday

afternoon at a memorial service for their cousin, Sage Aragon, 11, who

died from hypothermia on Christmas Day.  

Learn more
For more information North
Valley Academy, call 208-934-
5738 or visit www.northvalleya-
cademy.com.

Planning
Continued from page A1

Foss charged with new felony
By Damon Hunzeker
Times-News writer

It’s easy to get caught if
you’re already in jail.

Christopher Foss, 20, of
Burley, was charged with
malicious injury to jail prop-
erty last week.

Foss has been incarcerat-
ed in the Mini-Cassia
Criminal Justice Center
since turning himself in
Sept. 9 after allegedly stab-
bing and killing Alexander
Rauh, 24, at the Sawtooth
Village Apartments in Burley
three days earlier.

He was charged with vol-
untary manslaughter, which
was enhanced to reflect the
use of a deadly weapon.

Tuesday’s citation was less
severe — making string out

of his mattress, according to
the Cassia County police
report.

Sheriff-elect Randy Kidd
explained why inmates
make string.

“It’s not so much a
weapon. They do it to pass
the time of day,” Kidd said.
“Sometimes they make
crosses, all kinds of things.
The problem is that it’s
destruction of jail property,
which is a felony.”

Kidd explained why
destruction of jail property,
however minor, is treated
seriously.

“Everything he has in his
cell, we gave to him. We have
to give him more if he
destroys it, and it’s all com-
ing out of our pockets … It’s
public funds, and if you

don’t do something to con-
trol it, they (inmates) could
cost the taxpayers thou-
sands of dollars,” he said.

Foss’ manslaughter case is
scheduled for a 9 a.m. jury
trial Feb. 3.

In the past, just in Cassia
and Minidoka counties, he’s
been convicted of battery,
assault, contempt of
court, three probation
violations, multiple posses-
sion charges, and — most
significant — an aggravated
battery conviction for which
he was already on felony
probation at the time of the
stabbing in September.

Damon Hunzeker may
be reached at 208-677-
8764 or dhunzeker@mag-
icvalley.com.

Volunteers help remodel historic Nampa theater



By Juliana Barbassa
Associated Press writer

As it prepares to turn 100,
the Boy Scouts of America is
honing its survival skills for
what might be its biggest test
yet: drawing Latnios into its
declining — and mostly
white — ranks.

“We either are going to fig-
ure out how to make
Scouting the most exciting,
dynamic organization for
Latino kids, or we’re going to
be out of business,” said Rick
Cronk, former national pres-
ident of the Boy Scouts, and
chairman of the World Scout
Committee.

The venerable Scouts
remains the United States’
largest youth organization,
with 2.8 million children and
youths, nearly all of them
boys. But that is nearly half
its peak membership,
reached in 1972. Meanwhile,
one in five children under 18
is Latino, according to the
U.S. Census. But they make
up only 3 percent of Scouts.

Cronk made Latino out-
reach a focus after he real-
ized that just translating
brochures into Spanish, or
combining Cub Scouting
with soccer, was not enough
to meet the goal of doubling
Latino membership by the
group’s centennial in 2010.

“We were nibbling around
the edges,” Cronk said. “We
knew very little about the
Hispanic family, how they
see us, what they value.”

He looked at the problem
of Latino underrepresenta-
tion as a businessman. The
Boy Scouts had a good prod-
uct but much of its new con-
sumer base had never heard
of it.

So the group set out to sell
Scouting, hiring a
Washington-based media
and marketing company that

targets Latinos and gather-
ing a committee of Latino
leaders to raise awareness.

In 2009, the Boy Scouts is
kicking off pilot programs in
six heavily Latino cities, from
Fresno, Calif. to Orlando,
Fla., to test ways of introduc-
ing Scouting to immigrant
parents. The group is also
planning radio and televi-
sion spots, hiring bicultural,
Spanish-speaking staffers,
partnering with churches
that serve Latinos and shap-
ing programs to fit the fami-
ly-oriented community.

Recruiting Latinos is also a
local priority and goal, said
Paul Tikalsky, scout execu-
tive and executive director of
the Snake River Council of
the Boy Scouts of America.
The council has more than
5,000 members in the Magic
Valley and north into the
Wood River region.

Of that membership, he
estimates that less than 5
percent of scouts are Latino.
That’s a figure that needs to
increase, Tikalsky said.

“We’ve got a large number
of young people in our

Hispanic community, and
frankly they’re not being
served by scouting,” he said.

The Snake River Council is
starting a committee that
will begin meeting in January
and focus on Latino out-
reach efforts to recruit more
members in the months
ahead, Tikalsky said. The
committee’s work will be
part of a broader, long-term
vision to increase member-
ship in the years ahead,
Tikalsky said, adding that
one goal is to recruit 100 new
Latino members in 2009.

“Anything will be better
than what’s there,” he said.
“Any growth, whether that’s
going to be 50 kids or 100
kids.”

Part of the efforts include
finding more volunteers and
making contacts within the
Latino community to help
spread the word about
scouting, Tikalsky said.

Javier Calderon has volun-
teered in the past and
recruited Latinos into scout-
ing ago for a troop in Burley
sponsored by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. One key way to

recruiting Latino youth is to
inform their parents about
the organization, he said,
adding that parents become
supportive after being edu-
cated about what scouting
offers.

“A lot of the parents for
Hispanic kids, they don’t
even know what the Boys
Scouts is all about,” he said.
“We try to educate the par-
ents about what the Boy
Scouts is all about — that it’s
a good thing, it keeps them
out of trouble, it teaches
them great things.”

Times-News writer Ben
Botkin contributed to this
report.
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College of Southern Idaho

Community Education
Center

315 Falls Ave • PO Box 1238 • Twin Falls, ID 83303-1238

Community Education Center • ph: 208-732-6442 

http://communityed.csi.edu

START IT OFF RIGHT!

 A variety of exciting on-going
Adult Enrichment Classes

and Online Courses for spring
are now available.

For a catalog of classes or to register,
go to http://communityed.csi.edu 

or call us at 732-6442.
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Don Everton

Calls it
QUITS!

"After 50 years in
the mattress business,
Don Everton Retires!"

"After 50 years in
the mattress business,
Don Everton Retires!"

RETIREMENTRETIREMENT
Everton’sEverton’s

11 TO 5PM11 TO 5PM

TODAY ONLY!TODAY ONLY!

SaleSale

(see store for details)

ENTERTAINERS IN THE LOUNGE

330 Canyon Crest Drive, 
Twin Falls • 733-9392

(Turn N. from Poleline at Les Schwab Tire)
• Beautiful Setting 

• Smoke Free Environment The Canyon Experience

8:30 - 10:30 pm...   Rick Kuhn  
 Vocal, guitar, harmonica.  Light rock, country

Friday, January 2nd

8:30 -10:30 pm...  Renee Lewis-Front Porch Flavor  
 Vocals and instruments.  Folk, country, light rock, Irish songs.

Saturday, January 3rd

Boy Scouts see Latinos as key to boosting ranks
Scoutreach District

Executive Ramon

Loredo Jr., right,

leads Boy Scouts in

the scout oath prior

to a Dec. 16 soccer

practice in San

Jose, Calif. The Boy

Scouts of America

are turning 100,

and honing their

survival skills for

what might be their

biggest test yet:

drawing Latinos into

their declining and

mostly white ranks. 
AP Photo

You can help
The Snake River Council is
looking for volunteers to help
its efforts in reaching Latinos.
Call 208-733-2067 for more
information. The council’s
Web site is http://www.srcoun-
cil.org/.

New Year’s Day
brings closures
around the valley 
Times-News

Many offices and facili-
ties are closed for New
Year’s Day. Here’s a list of
places that will be open or
closed today and Friday:

• City offices: closed
today; most are open
Friday, including in Twin
Falls, Jerome, Burley,
Gooding, Hailey, Shoshone
and Rupert.

• County offices: closed
today; most are open
Friday, including in Twin
Falls, Jerome, Burley,
Gooding, Hailey, Shoshone
and Rupert.  

• State and federal
offices: closed today and
open Friday. 

• Post offices: closed
today and open Friday. 

• Banks: closed today
and open Friday. 

• Twin Falls Public

Library: closed today and
open Friday. 

• YMCA/Twin Falls City
Pool: closed today, and open
swimming from 1 to 4 p.m.
and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday. 

• The College of Southern
Idaho: closed today and
Friday; the Herrett Center for
Arts and Science: closed
today and open Friday. 

• Magic Valley Mall: open
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. today and 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday. 

• Trash will not be picked
up today. Trash collection
will be one day later, on
Friday.

Magicvalley.com

$1 gas in Sun Valley today
By Karen Bossick
Times-News correspondent

Forget the skiing, nightlife
and dining, there’s a better
reason to visit Sun Valley.

The Sun Valley Sinclair sta-
tion on Sun Valley Road will
offer unleaded regular gas for
$1 a gallon today.

“Sun Valley Resort is
extending a Happy New Year
to the entire community and
visitors by offering this,” said
Jack Sibbach, the company’s
director of marketing and
sales.

For the past few weeks, the
Sinclair station has been
undercutting the Albertson’s
in Hailey, usually perceived
to have the cheapest gas in
the valley.

The Sinclair station, owned
by Sun Valley Resort Owner

Earl Holding, has offered
unleaded regular gas for
$1.59 a gallon while
Albertson’s has been asking
about $1.73 a gallon.

Why is Sun Valley offering
the New Year’s Day special?

“Because Wally told us to
do so,” said Sibbach, refer-
ring to Sun Valley Resort
General Manager Wally
Huffman. “I would imagine it
brings more attention to that
station.”

Bellevue resident Leslie
Thompson was considering
the idea of a drive to Sun
Valley today after hearing
about the offer Tuesday after-
noon.

“Oh my gosh,” she said.
“That is so cool. I wonder if
the lines will be long.”

The offer is good from
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Area Scout groups
to focus on
recruiting more
Latino members



By Blair Koch
Times-News correspondent

After previously voting to
void its contract with Skydive
Buhl the Buhl City Council
has changed its mind.

On Dec. 22 the council
unanimously voted to con-
tinue renting space at the
Buhl Municipal Airport to the
operation, which has been a
tenant at the airport for near-
ly two years.

Skydive Buhl owners Paul
and Denise Janes, of
Caldwell, said they heard the
news through their attorney,
Kevin Dinius of Morrow
Dinius Attorneys at Law of
Nampa.

“Until we meet with the city
we don’t really know what to
think,” said Denise Janes. “We
haven’t seen anything in writ-
ing so we are just waiting
until we meet with the city.”

Dinius had sent Buhl City
Attorney William Nungester a
letter, dated Dec. 16, written
after the council’s primary

decision to send Skydive Buhl
a notice of default which
voided the lease agreement
and gave notice that the com-
pany had to vacate airport
premises.

One of the major points of
contention held by the air-
port commission, and used
as a basis to terminate the
lease, was Skydive Buhl’s
inability to obtain insurance
on the leased building.

“It is appalling that the
commission and the City of
Buhl previously agreed to fix
the hole in the building, then
refused to do so and now,
because the very nuisance
the commission and city
refuse to remedy prohibits
Skydive Buhl from obtaining
insurance, use the failure to
obtain insurance as the basis
to terminate the lease,” the
letter states.

Nungester said the city
council’s decision to keep its
lease with Skydive Buhl had
nothing to do with the letter
or the company’s plan on

suing the city and airport
commission for damages.

“They are just reexamining
its position,” Nungester
said. “I can’t comment

beyond that.”

Blair Koch may be reached
at 208-316-2607 or
blairkoch@gmail.com.
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a new way to get the news, 

coming

january

twelve

First Friday Dinner

Take your family & friends 
to the Gooding Basque Association’s 

Friday • January nd
: - : pm

Basque Cultural Center
in Gooding

(on the hill just SE of the 
Hwy  &  junction)

$1400

$1200

$600

Adults

Seniors

 & Under

Join us for some delicious Basque food 
at a price you can afford.

For more information or 
reservations call -.

SALEHUDSON’S  SHOES  WINTER  CLEARANCE

STARTS TOMORROW PROMPTLY 

AT 9:30AM, FRIDAY JAN. 2ND

Lynwood Shopping Center

Twin Falls

733-6280

d Sh i C t

WOMEN’S SHOES
Dress & Casual

• Born

• Birkenstock

• Clarks

• Naturalizer

• Easy Spirit

• Merrell
• Hush Puppies
• Rieker 
• Skechers 
• Soft
• Keen

2020%%
  

toto  50%%

OFFOFF

MEN’S 
& WOMEN’S

Athletic Shoes
• Skechers • New Balance • Adidas • Merrell

20%
 to  40%

OFF

NEW Winter Merchandise!

HOUSE
SLIPPERS
for Men & Women

20%
 to  40%

OFF

MEN’S SHOES
Dress & Casual

• Dockers

• Hush Puppies

• Merrell

• Rockport          

• Skechers         

• Florsheim    • Keen

• Timberland  • Born

20%
 to  35%

OFF

WOMEN’S WOMEN’S 
WINTER BOOTS & WINTER BOOTS & 

DRESS BOOTSDRESS BOOTS 

2020%%
  to to   50%%

OFFOFFDanskoDansko

20%%
  

OFFOFF

 DISCONTINU
ED

STYLES 

HAND
BAGS

2020%%
  to to   4040%%

OFFOFF

Dr. Martens
for Men & Women 

Selected

    Styles....20%%
OFFOFF

WORKWORK
BOOTSBOOTS
Selected  Styles....

20%%
OFFOFF

All shoes are 
on racks & tables 

marked with regular price, 
sale price & size.

FOR EASY SELECTION 
AND FAST SERVICE 

Great opportunity to
buy a pair of men’s

work shoes!

MerrellMerrell
JUNGLE MOCSJUNGLE MOCS
for Men & Women 

20%%
  to    30%%

OFF

Selected  Styles 

h is individual has been classii ed 

as a HIGH RISK OFFENDER 
by the Idaho Sex Of ender 

Classii cation Board.

Name:
Fred Willie

Address:
131 Crestview Dr. 

Twin Falls

Twin Falls County 
Sherif ’s Oi  ce

Conviction: Lewd Conduct with 
a Minor under 16.

Merry CHRISTmas & a Happy New Year from Carter & Donna Killinger!
            We have so much to be thankful for. We rejoice & thank God for sending 

             his only begotten Son to redeem all who accept Jesus as our Lord & Savior.      

          

y
W

             his

JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON

We want to thank all of our present & past customers, our employees, our suppliers 
and all who have made our business a success. We look forward to continue serving 

your auto repair, auto parts, & 24-HOUR TOWING needs in 2009.

       So, when you need a tow truck, auto repair, new, 
remanufactured, or used auto parts...please remember the

21390 HWY 30 Twin Falls, ID 83301 • (208) 734-7094 or (208) 734-7090

2009
will

mark
30 years

in
business 

at the same
location & 

same owners
of HWY 30

Garage.

  WE OFFER GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & 
MAJOR REPAIR. 

Besides selling & installing new engines, some with a 5 year- 50,000 
mile warranty, we also sell and/or install used engines, used & 
remanufactured transmissions, body parts & other used parts. 

        Highway 30 Garage & Highway 30 Auto Parts LLC 

Jerome accepts Christmas

trees for disposal
Times-News

The City of Jerome has
designated its public
works yard for Christmas
tree disposal. 

All trees must be emp-
tied of all decorations, tin-
sel and lights before being

left for chipping. You may
leave them outside the
gate on the south side of
the road. 

The Jerome Public Works
department is located at
820 Fourth Ave. W., behind
the fairgrounds. 

Information: 324-9669.

CSI not collecting foregone taxes
By Ben Botkin
Times-News writer

Times are lean in the world
of state budgets, including
those in higher education.

The College of Southern
Idaho, like other state-fund-
ed organizations, has been
told to prepare for state
budget cuts as high as 10
percent for fiscal year 2010.
For the college, one source of
revenue — and possible
relief — is through property
taxes in Jerome and Twin
Falls counties.

However, increasing the
property tax levy hasn’t come
up in discussions, said CSI
President Jerry Beck.

“We have not investigated

that at all at this point,” Beck
said.

By law, the college can
increase the dollar amount
of its levy by 3 percent over
the previous year, in addition
to revenue from new con-
struction. CSI’s annual levy
currently is about $8.2 mil-
lion.

There are times in prior
years when the college hasn’t
collected all the property
taxes it could, said Mike
Mason, vice president of
administration. Because of
about $2 million that the
state gave CSI for property
tax relief in past years, the
college has not charged that
amount in its property tax
levy, Mason said.

That savings in the proper-
ty tax levy is called “foregone
taxes” in the world of budget
planners and higher educa-
tion officials.

It’s money that the college
could have levied, but did
not. It’s also money that a
college like CSI could decide
to levy later.

Mason stressed that there
are no plans to collect the
foregone taxes.

“We agreed that we would
not touch foregone taxes,” he
said. “We would not ever
recover the money that they
give us property tax relief
for.”

That’s not the case for
North Idaho College, which
is collecting foregone taxes

to use for a land acquisition
project, according to a report
published in the Coeur
d’Alene Press.

CSI’s next levy will be
voted on in August 2009.

Instead of charging the
foregone taxes, CSI is looking
at other ways to deal with
state budget shortfalls,
Mason said, adding that they
include keeping vacant posi-
tions open and finding effi-
ciencies in the college.

“I can tell you we will not
go after foregone taxes,”
Mason said. “We have other
plans to address that.”

Ben Botkin may be reached
at 208-735-3238 or
bbotkin@magicvalley.com.

Up in the air: Skydive Buhl to remain at airport, for now

5TH DISTRICT COURT NEWS
Recent activity in Cassia County
5th District Court included the fol-
lowing:

FELONY SENTENCINGS

Alejandro Diaz Cruz, 30, rape
amended to battery with intent to
commit a serious felony, guilty,
$150 costs, 15 years jail deter-
minate, 5 years indeterminate,
284 days credited, counts 1 and
3 to run concurrently; burglary,
dismissed on motion of prosecu-
tor; lewd conduct with child under
16, guilty, $350.50 costs, life
sentence for indeterminate
amount.

FELONY DISMISSALS

Oligario Lopez-Trejo, 20, trafficking
in methamphetamine/ampheta-
mine, dismissed on motion of
prosecutor; driver’s license or
commercial driver’s license viola-
tion, dismissed on motion of
prosecutor.

Richard Eric Parrish, 36,
prevent/intimidate witness from
testifying, dismissed on motion of
the prosecutor.

MISDEMEANOR SENTENCINGS

Jason Adam Curtis, 24, con-
sume/possess alcoholic bever-
age/open container (driver), guilty,
$100 fine, $75.50 costs.

Calvin K. Perkins, 51, unlawful use
of game or game parts for bait,
guilty, $100 fine, $83.00 costs.

MISDEMEANOR DISMISSALS

Francisco Ledezma Barraza, 23,
driver’s license or commercial dri-
ver’s license violation, dismissed
on motion of the prosecutor.

DRIVING UNDER THE 

INFLUENCE SENTENCINGS

Avery Landry Durfee, 25, driving
under the influence, guilty,
$1,000 fee, $700 suspended,
$415.50 costs, $3,970.06 resti-
tution, 3 years suspended driver’s
license, 3 years, 6 months proba-
tion, 3 years jail determinate, 5
years indeterminate, credited
time 2 days, penitentiary sus-
pended, 120 days county jail,
granted work release; leaving
scene of accident, dismissed on
motion of prosecutor; driving with-
out privileges, dismissed on
motion of prosecutor. 
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Duncan murder trial, economy were state’s top stories in ’08
By Jessie L. Bonner
Associated Press writer

BOISE — A chilling trial
revealed how Joseph Edward
Duncan III tortured and
murdered a 9-year-old boy, a
crime that haunted northern
Idaho, left horrified parents
more protective and is the
state’s biggest story of 2008.

A seemingly final chapter
in the grisly case closed this
year: Duncan was sentenced
to die and the state demol-
ished the Kootenai County
home where he murdered
three people before snatch-
ing Dylan Groene and his sis-
ter, Shasta, in 2005.

During a federal trial,
jurors cried and looked away
as they were shown videos
Duncan took while he tor-
tured and sexually abused
the boy at a campsite deep in
the Lolo National Forest in
western Montana.

Duncan ultimately shot
Dylan point-blank in the
head while his sister
watched.

The 45-year-old convicted
pedophile from Western
Washington pleaded guilty to
10 federal charges related to
the kidnappings and the
murder. He was already con-
victed in state court for mur-
dering the children’s older
brother, Slade, 13, their
mother, Brenda Groene, and
her fiance Mark McKenzie.

Duncan represented him-
self in federal court, but
Shasta was spared having to
testify in front of the man
who wiped out most of her
immediate family. Duncan
was convicted and sentenced
to death. A federal judge said
the crimes he committed
against the Groene family
“exceeded the bounds of
human understanding.”

While one of the most
gruesome trials in recent
memory unfolded this year,
Idaho also mourned the
death of a potato titan, wit-
nessed a rare political species
— the Idaho Democrat —
emerge in full force and
claimed a record $8.3 million
in state and federal unem-
ployment benefits during a
single week as the economy
tanked and jobless workers
multiplied.

Here are the other top 2008
Idaho stories chosen by The
Associated Press:

SCAPEGOAT, 
PARTY OF ONE

The dour economy drew
blame statewide as horse
owners abandoned their
domestic animals in the wild,
more panhandlers appeared
in the Lewiston-Clarkston
Valley and a southwestern
Idaho couple struggled to
find a bigger home after
adopting seven brothers and
sisters. The governor stripped
$130 million from the fiscal
2009 budget and by the end
of the year, at least 44,000
workers were without jobs in
November. Ada County
attributed at least one piece
of good news to the not-so-
great depression: public
libraries usage is booming as
more opt to check out
instead of buy their enter-
tainment.

THE SPUD KING TAKES 
A FINAL BOW

J.R. Simplot solidified
Idaho potatoes as a house-
hold name after he brokered
a deal to supply the
McDonald’s fast-food chain
with frozen french fries. The
billionaire who drove a
Lincoln Town Car, with “Mr.
Spud” vanity plates, also
used his wealth to help create
one of the world’s biggest
computer chip makers. An
Idaho farmer who became
one of the richest men in the
nation died at his Boise home
on May 25, two weeks after
celebrating the birth of his
first great-great-grandchild.
Simplot was 99. He left
behind a fortune estimated
at $3.6 billion.

SALI’S LESS-THAN-SWEET
ELECTION SURRENDER
How does a Democrat woo

voters in a conservative bas-
tion of the state that the GOP
has controlled for nearly four
decades? Walt Minnick did it
with a campaign that empha-
sized his Republican roots as
a 1970s Nixon White House
staffer and defending person-
al firearms in a state where
hunting is often considered a
right of passage. Minnick nar-
rowly ousted U.S. Rep. Bill
Sali in the 1st Congressional
District in November, scoring
Idaho’s biggest political upset
in more than a decade and
giving an unexpected boost
to the House Democratic
majority.

WHITE EXITS SOUTH

After pulling the
University of Idaho through
one of its most turbulent
times, president Tim White
bowed out to take a job at
the University of California-
Riverside. His departure
shocked administrators and
supporters who came to rely
on his no-nonsense style
and ability to go head-to-
head with the state Board of
Education. He resuscitated
the oldest public university
in the state in the wake of
budget cuts, unhappy facul-
ty and a financial scandal
that forced out his predeces-
sor. And for those who
doubted just how much the
university would miss him, a
farewell party tab exceeded
$14,000.

THERE ARE DEMOCRATS
IN IDAHO?

Barack Obama was proba-
bly just as surprised as every-
one else when 14,000 people
showed up to hear him in a
state long considered one of
America’s most Republican
strongholds. “They told me
there weren’t any Democrats
in Idaho,” Obama said to a
crowd of wild cheering at a
Boise arena in February. Rally
attendees came hungry for a
share of the national spot-
light after years of being writ-
ten off as insignificant play-
ers. Obama’s visit paid off as
he trounced Hillary Clinton
in the Democratic presiden-
tial caucus.

TIE DOWN THE SNOW
MACHINES!

Bank of America threat-
ened to remove two ski lifts
after Tamarack Resort fell
behind on lease payments,
yet another sign the troubled
development was, well,
troubled. A $250 million
loan ran out, real-estate
sales slumped and construc-
tion on the luxury ski, golf
and real estate resort in cen-
tral Idaho ground to a halt.
Tennis stars Andre Agassi
and Steffi Graf bailed on the
project and while owners
sought new money, Zurich-
based Credit Suisse success-
fully ousted them from man-
agement. A San Diego-based
company has stepped in to
manage the project as its
finances — and multiple
court cases — are sorted out.
Ski lifts opened in
December.

E. IDAHO 10-YEAR-OLD
GIVES BIRTH

A man was charged with
rape and authorities in east-
ern Idaho were left in disbe-
lief after a 10-year-old gave
birth at a Rexburg hospital.
“I wouldn’t have believed a
10-year-old could conceive
in the first place,” said
Fremont County Sheriff
Ralph C. Davis. Guadelupe
Gutierrez-Juarez, 38, was
sentenced to five years to life
in prison for raping the girl
when she was 9 years old.
His girlfriend, Isabel
Chasarez, 27, will also serve
at least one year for failing to
provide proper prenatal care
for her daughter.

OTTER TO LAWMAKERS:
‘YOU MIGHT AS WELL 
GET OUT OF TOWN’

In a heated legislative ses-
sion, the governor withdrew
his plan to raise $202 million
a year for Idaho roads though
registration fee hikes and
admonished lawmakers for
missing the big picture when
it comes to what ails the
state. The House offered a

$68 million counteroffer to
his transportation proposal,
to which Gov. C.L. “Butch”
Otter responded: “You might
as well just get out of town.”
Otter’s plans for state pay
raises and scholarships for
low-income kids were also
trimmed.

WOLVES DELISTED, 
THEN RELISTED

Federal protections for

gray wolves in the northern
Rocky Mountains were lifted
in March, 35 years after the
animals were hunted into
near extinction and listed as
endangered. While the state
touted its ability to manage

the wolves, the delisting
proved fleeting and a federal
judge ruled the delisting
plan was flawed in July. Wolf
hunts in Idaho, Wyoming
and Montana were can-
celed. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2009

Celebrating 96 Years of Serving the Magic Valley!         Established 1912

  OFFICE SUPPLY INC.
         150 Main Ave. South 

       733-2412
   www.closofficesupply.com

CLOSED

NEW YEAR’S

DAY

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm
Saturday 10am-3pm

NC.

m

From your friends at
Clos Offi ce Supply!

Let our trained staff help you organize 
your New Year ~ we also have 2008 tax forms now.

1 DAY ONLY

ROSE PARADE  OF  VALUES

Until 2010 O.A.C.

NO 
DOWN

PAYMENT

NO 
INTEREST

CHARGES*

Thursday
Jan. 1st

11am - 4pm

*One year financing with $499 minimum purchase. Monthly payments are required. See store for 
additional details O.A.C. Certain restrictions apply. This is a Same-As-Cash offer. Interest will be applied 
to your charge account from the date of purchase, if not paid in full within twelve months Same-As-Cash 
deferred period. 20% down required on special orders.

Save up to

50%
on Select items

SuperStore 
Open Sundays

Se Habla Español
CONVENIENT EXPRESS DELIVERY • E-Z IN STORE FINANCING • 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH, O.A.C.

www.wilsonbates.com

GUARANTEED CREDIT
TO ANYONE 18 YEARS OR OLDER

 L
O

W
EST PRIC

E

               GUARANTEE

For every product we sell, we’ll beat any 
advertized price from a local store advertising the 
same new item in a factory sealed box. Even after 
your purchase, if you fi nd a lower price within 30 
days, including our own sale prices, we’ll refund 
110% of the difference. Our low price guarantee 
does not apply when the price includes bonus or 
free offers, special fi nancing, installation, or manu-
facturer’s rebate, or to competitor’s 
one-of-a-kind or other limited quantity offers.

Sign up for a chance Sign up for a chance 
to win a 5 day 4 night to win a 5 day 4 night 

Carnival CruiseCarnival Cruise
 to Catalina Island or  to Catalina Island or 

Encinitas Mexico.Encinitas Mexico.
No purchase necessary No purchase necessary 

Must be present to win.Must be present to win.
Drawing at 3pm on Jan. 1stDrawing at 3pm on Jan. 1st
Drawing Held at Poleline SuperStore.Drawing Held at Poleline SuperStore.

50  75%
OFFOFFTOTO

Select Holiday Decór

• Antiques  •  Furniture  •  Florals  •  Framed Prints
• Candles  •  Home Decór and So Much More...

Open Mon.-Sat. 10:30am-5pm

www.simplertimesvillage.com

Simpler Times Village
840 Addison Ave. • Twin Falls, ID 83301 • 208-733-8737

End of Year
Christmas Sale

Guadalupe

Gutierrez-Juarez

listens to inter-

preter

Hermosillo

Gabriela as she

translates the

judge’s com-

ments Nov. 25 in

St Anthony,

Idaho.

AP file photo
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MEAGAN THOMPSON/Times-News

In hot pursuit of its morning meal, a bird cruises above the Snake River near Buhl. This section of river, where the canyon opens up to gentle slopes and wide water, is a popular playground for boaters and wildlife.

JUSTIN JACKSON/Times-News

Motocross racer Shane ‘Spike’ Lee blasts around a corner on his KTM 450 dirt bike during an evening of practice at Rock Creek Race Track in Kimberly

on Tuesday, June 10.ASHLEY SMITH/Times-News

Inna Gorbenko is consoled February after finding out that her two chil-

dren were hospitalized after their house caught on fire in Twin Falls.

Gorbenko’s two-year-old daughter died the next day from burns and

the parents were charged with manslaughter.

ASHLEY SMITH/Times-News

A member of the Blue Angels ground crew inspects an aircraft in July at Joslin Field, Magic Valley Regional

Airport in Twin Falls.

Police investigate the scene of a

pedestrian-involved accident in

front of the Dunes Motel on

Addison Avenue West Dec. 2.

Dunes Motel manger Inder Nieto

identified the pedestrian as a reg-

ular customer of the Twin Falls

motel, later identified as Lloyd

Dalley. Dalley was struck and

killed by an SUV driven by Darling

Willie as he crossed a poorly-lit

intersection on the four-lane por-

tion of the busy thoroughfare that

runs through Twin Falls.

MEAGAN THOMPSON/Times-News

JUSTIN JACKSON/Times-News

A bull moose can be seen off the side of the road just east of Bennett

Springs north of Albion in late September.

‘Stand and deliver,’

says first-grade

teacher Heidi

Hooper as Magnum

Hofstetter address-

es his teacher and

the class on the

first day of school

at North Valley

Academy in

Gooding.

MEAGAN THOMPSON/
Times-News

Magicvalley.com
See a slideshow

of these and
other memorable

pictures from
2008.



N
o modern American
president would
repeat the fiscal mis-

take of 1932, in which the
federal government tried to
balance its budget in the
face of a severe recession.
The Obama administration
will put deficit concerns on
hold while it fights the eco-
nomic crisis.

But even as Washington
tries to rescue the economy,
the nation will be reeling
from the actions of 50 Herbert
Hoovers — state governors
who are slashing spending in
a time of recession, often at
the expense both of their
most vulnerable constituents
and of the nation’s economic
future.

These state-level cutbacks
range from small acts of cru-
elty to giant acts of panic —
from cuts in South Carolina’s
juvenile justice program,
which will force young
offenders out of group homes
and into prison, to the deci-
sion by a committee that
manages California state
spending to halt all construc-
tion outlays for six months.

Now, state governors aren’t
stupid. They’re cutting back
because they have to —
because they’re caught in a
fiscal trap. But let’s step back
for a moment and contem-
plate just how crazy it is, from
a national point of view, to be
cutting public services and
public investment right now.

Think about it: is America
— not state governments, but
the nation as a whole — less
able to afford help to troubled
teens, medical care for fami-
lies, or repairs to decaying
roads and bridges than it was
one or two years ago? Of
course not. Our capacity has-

n’t been diminished; our
workers haven’t lost their
skills; our technological
know-how is intact. Why can’t
we keep doing good things?

It’s true that the economy is
currently shrinking. But that’s
the result of a slump in pri-
vate spending. It makes no
sense to add to the problem
by cutting public spending,
too.

In fact, the true cost of gov-
ernment programs is much
lower now than in more pros-
perous times. When the econ-
omy is booming, public
investment competes with
the private sector for scarce
resources — for skilled con-
struction workers, for capital.
But right now many of the
workers employed on infra-
structure projects would oth-
erwise be unemployed, and
the money borrowed to pay
for these projects would oth-
erwise sit idle.

And shredding the social
safety net at a moment when
many more Americans need
help isn’t just cruel. It adds to
the sense of insecurity that is
one important factor driving
the economy down.

So why are we doing this to
ourselves? The answer, of

course, is that state and local
government revenues are
plunging along with the econ-
omy — and unlike the federal
government, lower-level gov-
ernments can’t borrow their
way through the crisis. Partly
that’s because these govern-
ments, unlike the feds, are
subject to balanced-budget
rules. But even if they weren’t,
running temporary deficits
would be difficult. Investors,
driven by fear, are refusing to
buy anything except federal
debt, and those states that
can borrow at all are being
forced to pay punitive interest
rates.

Are governors responsible
for their own predicament? To
some extent. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, in particular,
deserves some jeers. He
became governor because
voters were outraged over his
predecessor’s budget prob-
lems, but he did nothing to
secure the state’s fiscal future
— and he now faces a pro-
jected budget deficit bigger
than the one that did in Gray
Davis.

But even the best-run
states are in deep trouble.
Anyway, we shouldn’t punish
our fellow citizens and our

economy to spite a few local
politicians.

Once the crisis is behind us,
we should rethink the way we
pay for key public services.

As a nation, we don’t
believe that our fellow citi-
zens should go without
essential health care. Why,
then, does a large share of
funding for Medicaid come
from state governments,
which are forced to cut the
program precisely when it’s
needed most?

An educated population is
a national resource. Why,
then, is basic education
mainly paid for by local gov-
ernments, which are forced to
neglect the next generation
every time the economy hits a
rough patch?

And why should invest-
ments in infrastructure be at
the mercy of short-run fluctu-
ations in local budgets?

That’s for later. The priority
right now is to fight off the
attack of the 50 Herbert
Hoovers, and make sure that
the fiscal problems of the
states don’t make the eco-
nomic crisis even worse.

Paul Krugman is a colum-
nist for The New York Times.

I
t was Murphy’s Law year, 2008: If anything
could go wrong, it did.

Stock market crashes. Bank failures.
Mortgage meltdown.

So what can south-central Idaho expect
from 2009?

Continued retrenchment, cer-
tainly. But folks in the Magic
Valley are pretty frugal even in
good times, so they tend not to
panic during economic down-
turns. It wasn’t a banner
Christmas shopping season for
south-central Idaho retailers, but
it was a respectable one.

Our banks have money to
lend. Mortgages are available,
and as of Wednesday rates bot-
tomed out at 5 percent for a 30-
year fixed home loan.

And agriculture — the linchpin
of our economy — is holding its
own.

The arrival of a new adminis-
tration in Washington, D.C.,
means new ideas and fresh pri-
orities that likely will help the
nation’s economy. So if we’re not
at the bottom of the recession,
we’re pretty close to it.

Idaho’s economy as a whole is
in worse shape than the Magic Valley’s, largely
because of the housing bust in the Treasure Valley
and the huge overhang of vacant commercial real
estate in Ada and Canyon counties. The great
engine of economic growth over the past three
decades — corporate Idaho — is fading, and is
being replaced by smaller, more nimble enterpre-
neurs.

And they’re not all in Boise. The dairy-driven
economy of Jerome County is attracting major
investment, and Cassia and Minidoka counties —
home of what’s traditionally been the highest
unemployment in south-central Idaho — are in the
midst of a modest economic boom thanks to small
companies relocating there.

Twin Falls County has been hit harder because of
big-employer layoffs, a slow real estate market and
slumping auto sales, but it’s a flexible economy well
positioned to rebound.

So cautious optimism is the best philosophy for
the new year. Things will get better.

Our view: 
In south-

central
Idaho,
2009 will 
be a year 
of  living 

cautiously.

What do
you think?
We welcome
viewpoints
from our
readers on
this and
other issues.

Brad Hurd . . . . publisher    Steve Crump . . . . Opinion editor

The members of the editorial board and  writers of 

editorials are Brad Hurd, James G. Wright,

Steve Crump, Bill Bitzenburg and Ruth S. Pierce.
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South-central
Idaho economy

poised to
rebound

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EDITORIAL

Mallard Fillmore By Bruce TinsleyDoonesbury By Garry Trudeau

T H E L I G H T E R S I D E O F P O L I T I C S

Want to express your opinion?
Go to Magicvalley.com, register and tell us what

you think about this editorial and other news.

Things don’t add up at 
special council meeting

On Dec. 4, I attended a
Burley special City Council
meeting called by Mayor Jon
Anderson for the approval of
paperwork prepared by City
Administrator Mark Mitton
and City Attorney Randolph
Stone on two limited
improvement districts.

Documents showed that
one of the LIDs involved
High Desert Milk. I had
become curious as to why
Exhibit A showed that
instead of getting a reim-
bursement of $794,252 that
had been spent by the city
on High Desert Milk’s behalf,
the taxpayers would be get-
ting only $324,084. The
$794,252 was spent by the
city for the construction of a
new sewage pipeline from
High Desert Milk ($250,690),
repairs to an existing
pipeline ($293,562) sold to
High Desert Milk “in pristine
condition,” along with its
attendant building by coun-
cilman and Realtor Dennis R.
Curtis (a sale not revealed to
other council members), and
$250,000 for electrical work

done at High Desert Milk by
United Electric.

When I grilled Anderson
and Mitton about their
Exhibit A, Stone, behaving
more capriciously than a
man with soiled trousers and
wanting to shut me up,
threatened the City Council
with a violation of the Open
Meeting Law if they contin-
ued to listen to me. After the
meeting, I sat with Mitton
and watched and listened in
astonishment as he, behav-
ing like an itinerant barroom
tax preparer, ran his forefin-
ger down every column and
across every line of numbers
on Exhibit A, while mutter-
ing to himself and to me that
they represented the total
spent by the city on the two
pipelines and that the
$250,000 spent on electrical
work also was included.

How Anderson, Mitton
and Stone can somehow
make $324,084 equal
$794,252 is completely baf-
fling me.

What’s equally baffling is
that the Times-News didn’t
report on the meeting.

JOHN WALSH
Burley

Voters should share blame
for economic woes

The principal reason we
are in this economic mess is
that we must entrust the
bulk of our money to the
two most unscrupulous
groups that ever lived:
bankers and Congress.
Together, they have squan-
dered away our country’s
future.

Bankers can’t help them-
selves: They are greedy and
avaricious, which is why
they go into banking. That
is where the money is, said
Willy Sutton. Today, fleecing
the banking system legally
is easier than cracking safes.

But elected officials go
into service for the glory.
Bankers know their weak-
ness and feed this desire by
lavishly funding their re-
election campaigns so con-
gresspersons can build glo-
rious careers. Wall Street is
one of the largest contribu-
tors to campaign chests.
As a return on the invest-
ment, Congress looked the
other way at the behest of
the lobbyists when Fannie
and Freddie were going

astray a few years back and
killed Glass-Stegall when
told.

But you know, the real
culprit is you, the compla-
cent Idaho voter. Yes, you
that vote religiously for the
same hacks so that they can
do the indentured bidding
for the bankers, drug mak-
ers and oil giants. Sure, as
the Times-News said in its
endorsement, Simpson has
done a lot for Idaho. But all
the rest of Congress proba-
bly did well for its states,
and look at the mess we are
in.

The bankers took their
profits up front, most
Congresspersons got re-
elected but millions of ordi-
nary folks are going to suf-
fer. Should Simpson and
Crapo be held in the same
disgust as the bankers who
have brought down our
economy? I think so.

And I think Idaho voters
should be ashamed for re-
electing the same folks to
the unscrupulous Congress.
What good did they really
do for Idaho?

DAVID G. SUTLIFF
Burley

Don’t let 50 Herbert Hoovers
make things even worse

PPAAUULL

KKRRUUGGMMAANN

QUOTABLE
“Financial markets are only likely to

regain their confidence if the authorities
create a tightly controlled supervisory
environment and are ready to crack

down on financial activities that have no
clear economic justification.”

— Financial analyst Stephen Lewis
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ALL LIVINGROOM, BEDROOM & DINING ROOM FURNITURE PLUS MATTRESSES ON SALE! 

BEAT 

the 
CLOCK! Our Entire Inventory

New Years Day
Only!

1236 Blue Lakes Blvd. 
(Near Lowes) • Twin Falls

208-737-9500

1236 Blue Lakes Blvd

*

BEAT 
   the

CLOCK!

Everything in the Store
New Years Day

Only!
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Salt Lake City, Utah
Permit No. 7259

DATED MATERIAL, Please Deliver Dec. 27th - 31st

One Day Only • New Years Day • 8am - 8pm

1236 Blue Lakes Blvd. 
(Near Lowes)

Twin Falls
208-737-9500

*

90 Days Same As Cash
OAC

*50% off Compared to Price

Don’t Miss This

SALE!
~90 DAYS SAME AS CASH~

“ONCE-A-YEAR”

Sneaker    Uniform
  World        Station

r    U
       &

Not your only shoes, just your favorites.™
dansko.com

pen -: Mon-Fri • - Sat

 Filer Ave • Campus Commons

Twin Falls • - • www.sneakerworlduniforms.com

STAND IN LOVE

ALL OVER AGAIN.
*

*Ahh, the stapled clog. There you go again. 

Doing your all-day comfort thing. Mak-

ing us feel so good on our feet. Only now 

you do it even better with an improved 

sole that lets us stand even longer. And 

with that new darker, natural heel, you 

have us feeling all tingly inside, just 

like that day we fi rst met.

Snow takes toll on N. Idaho arena roof
POST FALLS (AP) — The

heavy snow that fell on
northern Idaho this week col-
lapsed a number of roofs,
including those on an ice
arena, a manufacturing plant
and a marina boat house.

No one was injured when
the roofs gave way.

The roof of the Kootenai
Youth Recreation Organiza-
tion ice arena collapsed
Monday, a day after the
building was evacuated after
cracks were spotted in sup-
port beams.

“We’re just grateful that no
one was injured,’’ said
Matthew Beam, the organi-
zation’s manager.

He said the facility is likely
closed for the season. It’s the

only ice rink in Kootenai
County and home to several
hockey teams and a figure
skating club.

Northern Idaho has
received about 60 inches of
snow in the last month, said
George Skari, a meteorolo-
gist with the National
Weather Service based in
Boise.

“It’s been a heavy, wet
snow,’’ he said. “A lot of these
storms from the Pacific had a
lot of moisture-laden snow,
damaging all these roofs.
That’s the primary reason for
that.’’

He said another storm
moving in could dump
another foot of snow in the
area through Saturday.

The roofs of seven struc-
tures — five made of alu-
minum and two of wood —
collapsed at C.Link Inc., a
company that makes and dis-
tributes telecommunication
cable assemblies.

“It looks like a tornado hit,’’
said company co-owner
Mike Goggin. “But it was
God’s will. It could’ve been
tragic.’’

He said the buildings, for-
mer greenhouses now used
for storage, collapsed over a
period of several nights when
no workers were near. The
last one went down Saturday
night.

“It seemed like every time I
came to work, another one
was down,’’ Goggin said.

“It seemed like every time I came to work, 
another (roof) was down.’’ 

— Mike Goggin, co-owner of C.Link Inc., where snow 
collapsed the roofs of seven structures



TAKING TO THE SKIES
Sun Valley to move forward with

planned gondola, B2

+108.00

8,776.39 1,577.03

+26.33

903.25

+12.61

499.45

+16.68Stocks extend advance
in year’s final session 

(AP) Wall Street saw a merciful end to a dreadful year
Wednesday as stocks closed the last session of 2008
with a sizable advance. According to preliminary calcu-
lations, the Dow Jones industrials rose 108 points.

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST COMMODITIES
Con Agra 16.50 ▲ .16

Lithia Mo. 3.26 ▼ .14

Dell Inc. 10.24 ▲ .01

Micron 2.64 ▲ .20

Idacorp 29.45 ▲ .45

Supervalu 14.60 ▲ 1.07

Jan. oil 33.87 ▼ 2.35Live cattle 84.48 ▼ 1.40

Dec. gold 874.6 ▲ 4.20

For more see page B2

Dec. silver 10.78 ▲ .28

For a complete stock listing, go to Magicvalley.com/business

Today in business: Markets closed for New Years holiday. No reports are scheduled for release today. 

INSIDE: Stocks and commodities, B2  | Comics, B3  | Weather, B4
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Good news: Mortgage rates set low for third straight week
Applications for
refinancing soar
on lower rates
By Alan Zibel
Associated Press writer

WASHINGTON — Rates on
30-year mortgages fell to a
record low for the third
straight week and borrowers
took advantage of the drop,
sending new applications
soaring.

With the Federal Reserve
on the verge of pouring hun-
dreds of billions of dollars

into the devastated U.S.
housing market, mortgage
rates have plunged to the
lowest level since Freddie
Mac started tracking the data
in April 1971.

Low rates are a great
opportunity for borrowers
with solid credit and plenty
of equity in their homes. But
those in danger of foreclo-
sure are still sidelined, and
defaults are expected to keep
rising in the coming months.

Freddie Mac reported
Wednesday that average
rates on 30-year fixed mort-
gages dropped to 5.1 percent
this week, down from the
previous record of 5.14 per-

cent set last week. It was the
ninth straight weekly drop.
The survey was released a
day early due to the New
Year’s holiday.

Mortgage rates have
plunged by about 1.3 per-
centage points since late
October, Freddie Mac said.
For a borrower taking out a
$200,000 loan, that means a
savings of more than $170 in
monthly payments, accord-
ing to Frank Nothaft, the
mortgage finance company’s
chief economist.

Meanwhile, mortgage app-
lications last week remained
at the highest level in
more than five years,

the Mortgage Bankers
Association said.

The trade group’s weekly
application index was essen-
tially unchanged for the week
ending Dec. 26. Applications
surged earlier this month to
the highest level since July
2003, when refinancing activ-
ity boomed at the peak of the
housing market.

More than 80 percent of
applications came from bor-
rowers looking to refinance
at more affordable rates, the
trade group said.

Interest rates have plunged
since the Federal Reserve
pledged last month to buy up
mortgage-backed securities

in an effort to bolster the
long-suffering housing mar-
ket. The Fed, starting early
next month, will buy up to
$500 billion in securities
guaranteed by the govern-
ment-controlled home loan
giants Fannie Mae, Freddie
Mac and Ginnie Mae, a feder-
al agency.

“It’s a huge number,” said
Derek Chen, an analyst at
Barclays Capital, who noted
that mortgage rates are still
high when compared with
yields on long-term Treasury
debt.

With the Fed and Treasury
Department buying up a sig-
nificant portion of the new

mortgage securities issued by
Fannie and Freddie next year,
that gap, or spread, could
narrow.

If that happens, mortgage
rates could fall further, possi-
bly as low as 4.5 percent,
Chen said.

The average rate on a 15-
year fixed-rate mortgage
dropped to 4.83 percent, the
lowest point since March
2004. That rate was 4.91 per-
cent last week, Freddie Mac
said.

Rates on five-year,
adjustable-rate mortgages
rose to 5.57 percent, com-
pared with 5.49 percent last
week.

More companies
forcing workers to
take unpaid vacations
Business owners
say ‘furloughs’ help
prevent job cuts

By Ellen Simon
Associated Press writer

NEW YORK — Here’s the
vacation no one wants, cour-
tesy of the recession: Forced
time off without pay.

Financially struggling uni-
versities, factories and even
hospitals are requiring
employees to take unpaid
“furloughs” — temporary
layoffs that amount to one-
time pay cuts for workers and
a cost savings for employers.
This year, the number of
temporarily laid off workers
hit a 17-year high.

“If they do it once, I think
it’s easier for them to try to do
it again,” said Carrie
Swartout, who researches

traumatic brain injuries at
the University of Maryland
Medical Center. Maryland is
requiring unpaid time off for
67,000 of its 80,000 employ-
ees as it struggles with a
budget crisis. The state says
the furloughs will save an
estimated $34 million during
the fiscal year.

State governments, facing
lower revenues but stymied
by the long process required
to cut public sector jobs, are
using furloughs as a quick
way to trim payrolls. Private-
sector businesses — from
automakers to small busi-
nesses — are shutting down
factories and offices as sales
drop.

The temporary layoffs are
“kind of employment purga-
tory, but it’s better than the
alternative,” said Carl Van
Horn, a professor of public
policy at Rutgers University.
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The number of unemployed workers on temporary layoffs was 
1.4 million in October, the highest in 17 years.

APSOURCES: Bureau of Labor Statistics; National Bureau of Economic Research

Unemployed workers on temporary layoffs

Nov., 1982: 2.5

Recession months highlighted Oct., 2008: 
1.4

Please see TIME OFF, Page B2

Favorable press coverage
helps Idaho businesses

Q:How are all these
journalists hear-
ing about us?

A: Idaho is such a small
state but we seem to get a lot
of top rankings in the press. 

It’s true that success breeds
success. Reporters like a good
story and, frankly, read the
same publications we do. So,
a travel writer will see us
mentioned as a top spot for
biking and come here to
write about Idaho as a vaca-
tion spot. A business writer
will see our Forbes ranking
and add Idaho to their
“watch” list so they can track
our business environment
and companies. Of course,
we have to have the good
news to start with, and we do.

We post a number of arti-

cles about Idaho, written by
national publications and
organizations, on our Web
site at commerce.idaho.com/
news and can also be fol-
lowed at www.twitter/idaho-
commerce.

Q: How do I start export-
ing my product?

A: Counseling and support
to get you started is provided

ABOUT

IDAHO

BUSINESS

Julie Howard

Please see IDAHO, Page B2

Photos by MICHELLE CAMPBELL/Times-News

Kerry Morrison stands near the fireplace of his new funeral home in Rupert. Morrison Funeral Home & Crematorium will provide webcasts of services
for family and friends who can’t attend a funeral.

Rupert funeral home offers new way to view services
By Joshua Palmer
Times-News writer

A new funeral home in
Rupert is going high-tech —
launching an online service
that will broadcast funeral
services to the home comput-
ers of loved ones anywhere in
the world.

The idea came to Kerry
Morrison, owner of Morrison
Funeral Home &
Crematorium at 188 South
Highway 24 in Rupert, after
searching for new ideas from
funeral homes throughout
the Pacific Northwest.

“There were many good
ideas, but not all of them were
suited for the Mini Cassia
area,” said Morrison, who has
worked in the funeral busi-
ness for 22 years. “I thought
the webcast feature was well
suited for the area.”

To keep the funeral services
private, the Internet-based
broadcasts will require an

access code that family and
friends must enter to view the
webcast.

Morrison said the webcast
can also be recorded for fam-
ily and friends who would like
to retain copies of the servic-
es.

He said the funeral home

will also focus on providing
services at the lowest possible
cost as well as crematorium
facilities.

“There are not a lot of cre-
matoriums in the Cassia area,
so this should help people
who are searching for that
service,” Morrison said. 

Crematorium services are
currently available in Twin
Falls and Jerome.

Despite working in the
funeral homes service for sev-
eral years, Morrison said he
spent more than a year
speaking with colleagues in
the funeral homes business
to learn what worked for
them.

Because of the economic
downturn, Morrison empha-
sized cost reduction.

“I’m the only one who
works here, so that eliminates
a lot of overhead cost that
would otherwise be passed
on to (the customer),” he
said. “I also don’t have a lim-
ousine, which a lot of other
funeral homes have — I fig-
ure that if it’s something that
someone wants, I can take
care of it.”

Joshua Palmer may be
reached at 208-735-3231 or at
jpalmer@magicvalley.com.

Kerry Morrison, shown at Morrison Funeral Home & Crematorium in
Rupert, says he spent more than a year speaking with colleagues in the
funeral business to learn what worked for them.

FUNERALS IN CYBERSPACE

“There were many good ideas, but not all of them were suited for the Mini Cassia area.
I thought the webcast feature was well suited for the area.”

— Kerry Morrison, owner of Morrison Funeral Home & Crematorium, 
who has worked in the funeral business for 22 years
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COMMODITIES REPORT

Mon. Commodity High Low Close Change
Dec Live cattle 86.30 84.10 84.48 - 1.40
Feb Live cattle 86.10 84.95 86.05 + .15
Jan Feeder cattle 94.20 93.20 94.05 + .08
Mar Feeder cattle 93.75 92.95 93.68 - .15
Apr Feeder cattle 94.60 94.00 94.45 - .30
Dec Lean hogs xx.xx xx.xx 56.11 + .09
Feb Lean hogs 60.95 58.95 60.88 + 1.15
Feb Pork belly 88.23 83.85 87.38 + 2.15
Mar Pork belly 86.93 85.00 86.93 + 2.18
Dec Wheat 507.50 477.25 506.75 + 15.50
Mar Wheat 614.00 593.50 610.75 + 6.00
Dec KC Wheat xxx.xx xxx.xx 530.25 + 8.75
Mar KC Wheat 630.00 610.00 630.00 + 8.25
Dec MPS Wheat xxx.xx xxx.xx 604.00 —
Mar MPS Wheat 658.00 643.75 654.75 - .75
Dec Corn 364.00 328.00 359.50 + 21.50
Mar Corn 408.00 390.00 407.00 + 10.50
Jan Soybeans 973.00 939.00 972.25 + 26.50
Mar Soybeans 982.50 945.00 980.00 + 27.00
Dec BFP Milk xx.xx xx.xx 15.14 + .03
Jan BFP Milk 10.86 10.66 10.80 - .21
Feb BFP Milk 10.52 10.52 10.28 - .69
Mar BFP Milk xx.xx xx.xx 10.77 - .69
Apr BFP Milk xx.xx 11.40 11.17 - .73
Mar Sugar 11.92 11.29 11.81 + .52
May Sugar 12.42 11.89 12.30 + .42
Dec B-Pound 1.5299 1.4925 1.5261 + .0288
Mar B-Pound 1.4690 1.4329 1.4558 + .0176
Dec J-Yen 1.1079 1.0937 1.1050 + .0071
Mar J-Yen 1.1111 1.1012 1.1024 - .0067
Dec Euro-currency 1.3632 1.3366 1.3632 + .0261
Mar Euro-currency 1.4116 1.3817 1.3928 - .0126
Dec Canada dollar .8138 .8082 .8121 + .0049
Mar Canada dollar .8259 .8095 .8254 + .0095
Dec U.S. dollar 83.33 82.40 82.26 - 1.37
Dec Comex gold 882.9 875.0 874.6 + 4.2
Feb Comex gold 886.0 857.3 881.6 + 11.6
Dec Comex silver 10.97 10.82 10.78 + .28
Mar Comex silver 11.43 10.77 11.39 + .41
Dec Treasury bond 142.21 141.12 142.20 + .03
Mar Treasury bond 141.24 138.00 138.22 - 2.24
Dec Coffee 111.65 111.65 110.70 + .20
Mar Coffee 113.00 107.25 112.05 + 4.50
Dec Cocoa 1819 1670 1670 - 136
Mar Cocoa 1820 1772 1781 + 7
Dec Cotton xx.xx xx.xx 42.19 + 2.86
Mar Cotton 49.30 47.81 49.02 + 1.05
Jan Crude oil 37.59 32.40 33.87 - 2.35
Jan Unleaded gas 1.0351 .8545 1.0030 + .1177
Jan Heating oil 1.4420 1.2670 1.4200 + .1320
Jan Natural gas 6.175 5.909 6.136 + .310

Quotations ffrom SSinclair && CCo. 7733-66013 
or ((800) 6635-00821

Valley BBeans
Prices are net to growers, 100 pounds, U.S. No. 1
beans, less Idaho bean tax and storage charges.
Prices subject to change without notice. Producers
desiring more recent price information should con-
tact dealers.
Pintos, no quote, new crop great northerns, no quote
pinks, no quote, new crop small reds, no quote, new
crop. Prices are given by Rangens in Buhl. Prices cur-
rent Dec. 31.
Other Idaho bean prices are collected weekly by Bean
Market News, U.S. Department of Agriculture Pintos,
Ltd. $38 great northerns, not established small
whites, not established pinks, Ltd. $37-$38 small
reds, Ltd. $40-$43. Quotes current Dec. 31.

Valley GGrains
Prices for wheat per bushel: mixed grain, oats, corn
and beans per hundred weight. Prices subject to
change without notice.
Soft white wheat, ask barley, ask oats, ask corn, ask
(15 percent moisture). Prices are given daily by
Rangens in Buhl. Prices current Dec. 31.
Barley, no quote (48-lb. minimum) spot delivery in
Twin Falls and Gooding: corn, $7.00 (Twin Falls only).
Prices quoted by Land O’Lakes Inc. in Twin Falls.
Prices current Dec. 31. 

Intermountain GGrain
POCATELLO (AP) — Idaho Farm Bureau Intermountain
Grain Report on Wednesday.
Tuesday pricing - White wheat 4.30 (up 5) 11.5 per-
cent winter 5.08 (up 7) 14 percent spring 7.18 (up 4)

barley 5.65 (steady)
BURLEY — White wheat 4.40 (up 1) 11.5 percent win-
ter 5.25 (up 9) 14 percent spring 6.79 (down 1) bar-
ley 5.75 (steady)
OGDEN — Tuesday pricing - White wheat 5.20 (up 13)
11.5 percent winter 5.38 (up 11) 14 percent spring
7.33 (up 10) barley 6.95 (up 2)
PORTLAND — White wheat 5.70 (down 5) 11 percent
winter 6.43-6.53 (up 8) 14 percent spring 8.50 (down
1) barley n/a
NAMPA — White wheat cwt 7.75 (down 8): bushel
4.65 (down 5)

Cheddar cheese prices on the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange
Barrels: $1.1300, - .1175: Blocks: $1.1325, - .0500

CHICAGO (AP) — USDA — Major potato markets FOB
shipping points Tuesday.
Russet Burbanks Idaho 50-lb cartons 70 count: 100
count.
Baled 5-10 lb film bags (non Size A).
Russet Norkotahs Idaho 50-lb cartons 70 count: 100
count.
Baled 5-10 film bags (non Size A).
Russets Norkotahs Wisconsin 50-lb cartons 12.00-
12.50: 100 count 10.50-11.00.
Baled 5-10 lb film bags (non Size A) 9.50-10.00.
Russet Norkotahs Washington 50-lb cartons 70 count
13.00: 100 count 10.00-11.00.
Baled 5-10 lb film bags (non Size A) 7.00-8.00.
Wisconsin Norkotahs 50-lb cartons 70 count: 100
count.
Baled 5-10 lb film bags (non Size A).
Round Reds 50-lb sacks Size A Wisconsin 10.50-
11.50.
Round Reds 50-lb cartons Size A Minnesota N.
Dakota 10.00-11.00.
Baled 5-10 lb film bags Size A 9.75-10.75.
Round Whites 50-lb sacks size A Wisconsin.

Intermountain LLivestock
POCATELLO (AP) — Idaho Farm Bureau
Intermountain Livestock Report on Wednesday.
LIVESTOCK AUCTION — Burley Livestock Market
Report. Utility and commercial cows 36.00-43.50
canner and cutters 30.00-35.00 heavy feeder
steers 80.00-85.00 light feeder steers 82.00-
93.00 stocker steers 90.00-116.00 heavy holstein
feeder steers 45.00-53.00 light holstein feeder
steers 38.00-50.00 heavy feeder heifers 76.00-
82.00 light feeder heifers 79.00-86.00 stocker
heifers 80.00-96.00 slaughter bulls n/a Remarks:
No comments. 

Dollar AAt AA GGlance
NEW YORK (AP) — Key currency exchange rates
Wednesday, compared with late Tuesday in New York:
DDoollllaarr vvss:: EExxcchh.. RRaattee PPvvss DDaayy
Yen 90.90 90.29
Euro $1.3954 $1.4087
Pound $1.4556 $1.4412
Swiss franc 1.0721 1.0577
Canadian dollar 1.2142 1.2256
Mexican peso 13.7855 13.8595

Nonferrous mmetals
NEW YORK (AP) — Spot nonferrous metal prices
Wedneay.
Aluminum -$0.6960 per lb., N.Y. Merc spot Tue.
Copper -$1.3620 Cathode full plate, U.S. destina-
tions.
Copper $1.3070 N.Y. Merc spot Tue.
Lead - $940.00 metric ton, London Metal Exch.
Zinc - $0.5239 per lb., delivered.
Gold - closed Handy & Harman (only daily quote).
Gold - $869.30 troy oz., NY Merc spot Tue.
Silver - closed Handy & Harman (only daily quote).
Silver - $10.955 troy oz., N.Y. Merc spot Tue.
Mercury - $650.00 per 76 lb flask, N.Y.
Platinum -$904.00 troy oz., N.Y. (contract).
Platinum -$909.90 troy oz., N.Y. Merc spot Tue.

CL O S I N G F U T U R E S

CH E E S E

PO TAT O E S

L I V E S T O C K

ME TA L S /MO N E Y

BE A N S

GR A I N S

MARKET SUMMARY

BkofAm 1101953 14.08 +.84
Citigrp 905429 6.71 -.09
SPDR Fncl 847519 12.52 +.39
NatlCity 833908 1.81 ...
iShR2K 684508 49.24 +1.12

NYSE AMEX NASDAQ

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE) MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE) MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Name  Vol(00)   Last  Chg Name  Vol(00)  Last  Chg Name  Vol(00)  Last Chg

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

Name      Last Chg %Chg

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE) GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE) LOSERS ($2 OR MORE) LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

Name  Last   Chg   %Chg Name  Last  Chg  %Chg

Name      Last Chg %Chg Name  Last   Chg   %Chg Name  Last  Chg  %Chg

Advanced 2,662
Declined 498
Unchanged 66
Total issues 3,226
New Highs 14
New Lows 13

DIARY DIARY DIARY

INDEXES

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

HOW TO READ THE MARKET REPORT

13,364.73 7,449.38 Dow Jones Industrials 8,776.39 +108.00 +1.25 -33.84 -32.72
5,536.57 2,909.29 Dow Jones Transportation 3,537.15 +98.51 +2.86 -22.61 -20.88

555.71 294.30 Dow Jones Utilities 370.76 +6.93 +1.90 -30.38 -29.47
9,803.83 4,607.47 NYSE Composite 5,757.05 +87.05 +1.54 -40.89 -40.33
2,435.95 1,151.18 Amex Index 1,397.53 +24.26 +1.77 -42.00 -41.89
2,668.61 1,295.48 Nasdaq Composite 1,577.03 +26.33 +1.70 -40.54 -39.57
1,475.83 741.02 S&P 500 903.25 +12.61 +1.42 -38.49 -37.58

770.90 371.30 Russell 2000 499.45 +16.68 +3.46 -34.80 -33.72
14,911.54 7,340.74 Wilshire 5000 9,087.17 +157.68 +1.77 -38.69 -37.82

Volume Volume Volume3,747,529,112 346,611,706 1,523,485,166

Advanced 460
Declined 203
Unchanged 55
Total issues 718
New Highs 2
New Lows 22

Advanced 2,262
Declined 672
Unchanged 144
Total issues 3,078
New Highs 21
New Lows 71

SPDR 1735588 90.24 +1.27
PSCrudeDL n577911 2.55 +.22
SP Mid 77415 97.16 +1.83
FrkStPrp 50333 14.75 +.45
BarcGSOil 21509 23.27 +2.02

PwShs QQQ825177 29.74 +.25
Microsoft 440209 19.44 +.10
Cisco 360468 16.30 +.07
Intel 328401 14.66 -.03
Oracle 214237 17.73 -.10

PhnxC32 9.69 +3.47 +55.8
StratGS33 8.80 +2.80 +46.7
PhnxCos 3.27 +1.00 +44.1
AllisChE 5.50 +1.49 +37.2
AnthCa pfD 6.50 +1.75 +36.8

SL Ind 8.80 +2.47 +39.0
DeerfCap rs 3.56 +.74 +26.2
HKN 2.97 +.58 +24.3
Lannett 5.00 +.93 +22.9
Geokinetics 2.47 +.38 +18.2

Crosstex 3.90 +1.31 +50.6
ARYxTher 2.90 +.77 +36.2
Starlims 4.36 +1.15 +35.8
BncpBnk 3.75 +.90 +31.6
ADAM 4.00 +.95 +31.1

SaulCtr pfB 13.00 -3.93 -23.2
ProUShCrude 31.66 -7.74 -19.6
NalcoHld 11.54 -2.46 -17.6
HFF Inc 2.45 -.47 -16.1
GnMotr 3.20 -.60 -15.8

UtdCap 18.14 -3.01 -14.2
Emergent n 6.80 -.97 -12.5
EagleCGr 5.00 -.55 -9.9
HMG 3.30 -.35 -9.6
Flanign 3.52 -.37 -9.5

CrownCfts 2.12 -.51 -19.4
ParkBnc 4.48 -1.02 -18.5
Microfncl 2.02 -.38 -15.8
CalFirst 6.61 -1.15 -14.8
PECO II rsh 2.45 -.41 -14.2

Name: Stocks are listed alphabetically by the company’s full name  (not
its abbreviation). Company names made up of initials appear at the
beginning of each letters’ list.
Div: Current annual dividend rate paid on stock, based on latest quarterly
or semiannual declaration, unless otherwise footnoted.
Last: Price stock was trading at when exchange closed for the day.
Chg: Loss or gain for the day. No change indicated by ... mark.

Fund Name: Name of mutual fund and family.
Sell: Net asset value, or price at which fund could be sold.
Chg: Daily net change in the NAV.

Stock Footnotes: cc – PE greater than 99. dd – Loss in last 12 mos. d –
New 52-wk low during trading day. g – Dividend in Canadian $. Stock price
in U.S.$. n – New issue in past 52 wks. q – Closed-end mutual fund; no PE
calculated. s – Split or stock dividend of 25 pct or more in last 52 wks. Div
begins with date of split or stock dividend. u – New 52-wk high during trad-
ing day. v – Trading halted on primary market. Unless noted, dividend rates
are annual disbursements based on last declaration. pf – Preferred. pp –
Holder owes installment(s) of purchase price. rt – Rights. un – Units. wd –
When distributed. wi – When issued. wt – Warrants. ww – With warrants.
xw – Without warrants.
Dividend Footnotes: a – Also extra or extras. b – Annual rate plus stock
dividend. c – Liquidating dividend. e – Declared or paid in preceding 12
mos. f – Annual rate, increased on last declaration. i – Declared or paid
after stock dividend or split. j – Paid this year, dividend omitted, deferred or
no action taken at last meeting. k – Declared or paid this year, accumulative
issue with dividends in arrears.  m – Annual rate, reduced on last declara-
tion. p – Init div, annual rate unknown. r – Declared or paid in preceding 12
mos plus stock dividend. t – Paid in stock in last 12 mos, estimated cash
value on ex-dividend or distribution date. x – Ex-dividend or ex-rights. y –
Ex-dividend and sales in full. z – Sales in full. vj – In bankruptcy or receiver-
ship or being reorganized under the Bankruptcy Act, or securities assumed
by such companies. 
• Most  active stocks above must be worth $1 and gainers/losers $2.
Mutual Fund Footnotes: e – Ex-capital gains distribution. f – Previous
day’s quote. n - No-load fund. p – Fund assets used to pay distribution
costs. r – Redemption fee or contingent deferred sales load may apply. s –
Stock dividend or split. t – Both p and r. x – Ex-cash dividend.

Source: The Associated Press. Sales figures are unofficial.

Kaman .56 9 18.13 -.10 -50.7
Keycorp .25m ... 8.52 +.38 -63.7
LeeEnt ... 1 .41 +.02 -97.2
MicronT ... ... 2.64 +.20 -63.6
OfficeMax ... ... 7.64 +.30 -63.0
RockTen .40 16 34.18 -.47 +34.5
Sensient .76 13 23.88 +.86 -15.6
SkyWest .16f 8 18.60 +.03 -30.7
Teradyn ... ... 4.22 -.04 -59.2
Tuppwre .88 9 22.70 +.82 -31.3
US Bancrp 1.70 13 25.01 +.90 -21.2
Valhi .40 ... 10.70 -1.95 -32.9
Wachovia .20 ... 5.54 -.19 -85.4
WalMart .95 16 56.06 +1.01 +17.9
WashFed .20m 21 14.96 +1.08 -29.1
WellsFargo 1.36 15 29.48 +.68 -2.4

AlliantEgy 1.40 7 29.18 +.51 -28.3
AlliantTch ... 12 85.76 +1.90 -24.6
AmCasino ... ... 8.64 +.59 -68.6
Aon Corp .60 8 45.68 -.26 -4.2
BallardPw ... ... 1.13 +.17 -78.5
BkofAm 1.28m 12 14.08 +.84 -65.9
ConAgra .76 7 16.50 +.16 -30.6
Costco .64 18 52.50 +1.37 -24.7
Diebold 1.00 24 28.09 +1.60 -3.1
DukeEngy .92 15 15.01 +.07 -25.6
DukeRlty 1.94 17 10.96 +.61 -58.0
Fastenal .54f 19 34.85 +1.29 -13.8
Heinz 1.66 13 37.60 -.38 -19.5
HewlettP .32 11 36.29 +.10 -28.1
HomeDp .90 13 23.02 -.09 -14.6
Idacorp 1.20 13 29.45 +.45 -16.4

For a complete listing of stocks and mutual funds, go to

Magicvalley.com/business. All stocks are reported in real-time,

as well as the latest news on issues affecting the market.

A DAY ON WALL STREET

FIND MORE BUSINESS NEWS AT MAGICVALLEY.COM
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The Dow rose 108.00, or 1.25 percent, to 8,776.39. The S&P
500 rose 12.61, or 1.42 percent, to 903.25.

The Nasdaq composite index fell 40.5 percent during 2008
and ended the year off 44.8 percent from its most recent
high in October 2007. The tech-heavy index peaked at
5,048.62 during the dot-com bubble at the start of the
decade.

The Nasdaq rose 26.33, or 1.70 percent, Wednesday to
1,577.03.

The Russell 2000 index of smaller companies rose 19.74, or
4.09 percent, to 502.51.

Advancing issues outnumbered decliners by about 5 to 1 on
the New York Stock Exchange, where volume came to a light
1.31 billion shares.

They’re a typical response
to decreasing demand in a
recession, although this
round is slightly worse than
past bad recessions, Van
Horn said.

Of 10.3 million unem-
ployed workers in
November, roughly 12 per-
cent were unemployed
because of temporary lay-
offs, according to data from
the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. The last time this
many workers fell into the
category was February 1991,
when 1.4 million workers
were unemployed because
of temporary layoffs. As a
proportion of the total work
force, workers on temporary
layoff are roughly 1 percent,
nearly the same now as 17
years ago.

The numbers, based on a
Census Bureau survey of
households, likely under-
state temporary layoffs. The

survey asks about partici-
pants’ working hours during
the prior week, so a worker
who knows he faces a tem-
porary layoff later in the
month would not be includ-
ed.

Swartout, the 28-year-old
Maryland researcher, could
lose as much as $800 in pay,
or nearly 2 percent of her
salary, depending on how
long she’s furloughed.
“That’s a huge chunk,” she
said. The timing and dura-
tion of the furloughs of non-
critical state workers are still
unclear, she said, but the
loss will mean she’ll struggle

to make her monthly $500
student loan payment.

At state-funded Winthrop
University in South
Carolina, workers are being
asked to stagger days of
unpaid leave as the state’s
sales tax revenue declines.
Professors were told to take
nine furlough days without
canceling classes or office
hours, missing meetings or
interfering with any other
university responsibility.
They are required to take
the days before June 30,
when the university’s fiscal
year ends.

Education professor

Nakia Pope, 32, calculates
that there are 11 days before
and after the semester and
over spring break when he
could take unpaid time, but
he and his colleagues would
normally work most of
those days, preparing mate-
rials, grading and writing or
doing research.

“Most faculty I know will
end up taking few if any of
those furlough days off—
they’ll just go about doing
the good jobs they normally
do for less money,” he said.

“I’m grateful to be work-
ing at all, considering I live
in the state with the third-
highest unemployment in
the nation and I think
Winthrop is doing the best it
can managing the situation
it’s been given by the state
— but it’s a mess,” said
Pope, who said the days off
will amount to a 6 percent
pay cut. “That’s a pretty big
hit.”

by Idaho’s trade specialists.
Contact Laurie Zuckerman
at (208) 334-2470 to set up
an appointment. The state
also has trade managers in
key locations around the
world. They visit Idaho
each year to offer country-
specific guidance and pro-
vide advice to local busi-
nesses.

Idaho’s International
Business Division can also
provide information on
international market
trends, export documenta-
tion and license compli-
ance, export financing, and

international trade laws
and regulations.

Exports from Idaho are
growing and we’re seeing
more even more foreign
interest in U.S. products
with the declining value of
the dollar overseas. It’s a
good time to be exploring
the potential of exporting
your products.

Q: I’ve heard that Idaho
has trade managers that
represent us in other coun-
tries. What do they do?

A: The Department of
Commerce operates trade
offices in China, Taiwan

and Mexico to help Idaho
companies expand existing
business activities and
enter new markets. The
trade managers are very
knowledgeable about
Idaho’s industries and its
investment opportunities.
Their services range from
providing market informa-
tion, importing/sourcing
assistance, support at trade
shows, to buyer pre-qualifi-
cation and due diligence.
Bi-yearly visits to Idaho
help the managers stay up-
to date on Idaho’s economy
and it gives Idaho compa-
nies the chance to meet

face-to-face and strategize
on market entries or expan-
sions.

Trade managers will be in
Idaho next month and will
host an event on Feb. 18
that will be simulcast
around the state. For infor-
mation on how to partici-
pate, contact Laurie
Zuckerman at (208) 334-
2470.

Julie Howard is a commu-
nication specialist with Idaho
Department of Commerce.
She can be reached at
Julie.howard@commerce.ida-
ho.gov.

Idaho
Continued from page B1

“Most faculty I know will end up taking
few if any of those furlough days off—

they’ll just go about doing the good jobs
they normally do for less money.”
— Nakia Pope, Education professor  at Winthrop

University in South Carolina

Time off
Continued from page B1

Dell shakes up management ranks, shifts focus 
The Associated Press

ROUND ROCK, Texas —
Computer maker Dell Inc.
said Wednesday that Michael
Cannon, president of global
operations, and Mark Jarvis,
chief marketing officer, will
leave the company as part of
a global restructuring.

Cannon will retire from the
company effective Jan. 31
and be replaced by Jeff
Clarke, who’s formal title will
become vice chairman of
global operations and head
of Dell’s business client prod-

uct group.
The Dell call center in Twin

Falls will not be affected by
the management changes.

Jarvis is slated to leave Dell
during this fiscal quarter, an
will be replaced by Erin
Nelson, formerly vice presi-
dent of marketing for Europe,
the Middle East and Africa.
Cannon and Jarvis will both
remain consultants to the
company, Dell said.

Both executives joined Dell
in 2007 after its founder,
Michael Dell, returned to the
role of chief executive in a bid

to halt the company’s decline
in the computer market.

The Round Rock, Texas,
company announced the
management shake up
Wednesday as a part of a
broader reorganization
around four customer cate-
gories rather than by region:
One catering to major global
information technology
users led by Steve
Schuckenbrock, now serving
as president of global servic-
es and chief information offi-
cer; another toward govern-
ment customers, headed by

Paul Bell, currently president
of Dell Americas; and a third
for small and medium-sized
businesses, led by Steve
Felice, who currently leads
Dell Asia-Pacific and Japan.

Dell has been aggressively
cutting costs amid declining
corporate spending on com-
puters and information tech-
nology. The company cut
2,200 jobs in the third quarter
as revenue declined by about
3 percent, led by an 8 percent
decline in the Americas, the
company’s largest region in
sales.

Sun Valley to move forward with planned gondola
By Karen Bossick
Times-News correspondent

Sun Valley Resort Owner
Earl Holding isn’t waiting to
see whether the economy
gets better.

He’s proceeding with the
construction of Sun Valley’s
eight-passenger gondola as
soon as the snow melts next
spring.

The gondola will be com-
pleted in time for the 2009-
2010 ski season.

Sun Valley Marketing
Director Jack Sibbach said he
had no idea how much the
gondola will cost but added
that it will be in the millions.

“There was a big debate
whether to go ahead with it.

You’ve got to bless the
Holdings for spending the
money in a time like this
when most are cutting back.
It shows their love for the
area,” he said.

The Doppelmayr Gondola,
which will be erected by
Doppelmayr employees, will
rise from the River Run Base
of Bald Mountain, following
the new Sleeping Bear lift
line, which was cut through
the trees last summer.

The swift ascent will carry
skiers nearly 2,000 feet in less
than eight minutes, replac-
ing an old three-man
Exhibition chair that moves
snail-like by contrast.

The gondola will also pro-
vide uphill and downhill

year-round transportation
for dinner guests at the his-
toric Roundhouse Restau-
rant. Currently, the Round-
house does not serve dinner
due to the difficulty of trans-
porting guests.

The new gondola will be a
big selling point in recruiting
skiers from outside the area,
said Mark Thoreson, vice
president of winter sales for
Sun Valley.

Ketchum businesspeople
were glad to hear the news,
as well.

“I think we’d all have to
agree that it’s going to be a
good boost for the town,”
said Kathy Clark, a sales clerk
at Sturtevants Mountain
Outfitters.

A planned renovation to
the Roundhouse will likely
not happen next year,
Sibbach said.

Meanwhile, skiers have
already started testing their
skills on the new lift line,
which has been dubbed
Sleeping Bear.

“General Manager Wally
Huffman asked everyone in
the company to suggest
some names for it. We gave
him a list of 10 names,
including Upper Vulture
Falls and Lower Vulture Falls
because of the lookout that
was there,” said Sibbach.
“Sleeping Bear’s the one he
chose. There have been
bears known to hibernate in
the area.”
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Frank and Ernest By Bob Thaves

B.C. By Johnny Hart

Dilbert By Scott Adams The Elderberries By Phil Frank and Joe Troise

Pickles By Brian Crane

Zits By Jim Borgman and Jerry Scott

Non Sequitur By Wiley

Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

For Better or For Worse By Lynn Johnston

Luann By Greg Evans

Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis

Rose is Rose By Pat Brady

Beetle Bailey By Mort Walker Blondie By Dean Young & Stan Drake

Garfield By Jim Davis Hagar the Horrible By Chris Browne

Hi and Lois By Chance Browne

Classic Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz

The Wizard of Id By Brant Parker & Johnny HartDennis the Menace By Hank Ketcham
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ALMANAC - TWIN FALLS

Yesterday’s High 46

Yesterday’s Low 18

Normal High/Low 34 / 19

Record High 55 in 1996

Record Low -14 in 1990

Yesterday 0.00”

Month to Date 1.33”

Normal Month to Date 1.14”

Year to Date 3.33”

Normal Year to Date 3.06”

Sunrise and
Sunset

Today Moonrise: 10:52 AM Moonset: 10:38 PM

Friday Moonrise: 11:12 AM Moonset: 11:44 PM

Saturday Moonrise: 11:33 AM Moonset: none

City

City

Atlanta 52 34 su 52 35 sh
Atlantic City 35 27 su 35 27 su
Baltimore 36 26 pc 40 28 mx
Billings 31 18 ls 41 14 ls
Birmingham 53 41 su 54 40 sh
Boston 21 13 su 36 27 ls
Charleston, SC 49 39 pc 64 44 th
Charleston, WV 39 28 su 44 25 ls
Chicago 37 23 ls 26 17 mc
Cleveland 29 25 pc 34 20 ls
Denver 48 21 pc 52 25 pc
Des Moines 34 17 ls 28 18 pc
Detroit 28 23 mc 30 17 ls
El Paso 67 35 pc 65 35 pc
Fairbanks -27 -41 mc -28 -42 pc
Fargo 19 -10 ls 8 0 pc
Honolulu 78 67 sh 78 68 sh
Houston 58 53 r 75 60 pc
Indianapolis 35 25 pc 30 18 ls
Jacksonville 58 44 pc 70 50 sh
Kansas City 43 20 pc 45 29 pc
Las Vegas 59 41 pc 63 43 pc
Little Rock 51 33 pc 52 42 pc
Los Angeles 67 50 pc 62 47 pc
Memphis 49 35 pc 52 41 pc
Miami 73 66 pc 76 60 sh
Milwaukee 32 16 ls 25 13 pc
Nashville 49 35 pc 48 32 sh
New Orleans 61 56 sh 72 59 sh
New York 26 20 pc 38 30 ls
Oklahoma City 54 32 pc 55 41 pc
Omaha 39 17 ls 38 23 pc

Boise 41 34 mx 43 23 mx 34 23 mc
Bonners Ferry 28 27 sn 29 25 ls 27 19 mc
Burley 37 32 mc 39 22 mx 27 12 pc
Challis 28 27 sn 35 13 sn 25 2 mc
Coeur d’ Alene 29 29 sn 30 27 ls 28 21 mc
Elko, NV 40 30 mx 40 20 ls 31 14 pc
Eugene, OR 50 41 r 44 37 sh 42 37 sh
Gooding 40 34 mx 42 23 mx 32 19 pc
Grace 32 27 ls 35 17 mx 19 2 pc
Hagerman 41 32 mx 43 21 mx 33 17 pc
Hailey 31 24 sn 35 16 sn 22 6 mc
Idaho Falls 31 28 ls 36 19 mx 20 4 mc
Kalispell, MT 29 28 sn 34 17 sn 26 12 ls
Jackpot 37 24 pc 38 18 fl 23 6 su
Jerome 34 25 sn 38 17 sn 25 7 mc
Lewiston 44 40 sh 48 30 sh 39 27 mc
Malad City 36 28 ls 39 18 mx 23 3 pc
Malta 34 29 mc 36 19 mx 24 9 pc
McCall 30 26 sn 31 9 sn 23 10 mc
Missoula, MT 31 31 sn 36 17 sn 30 7 ls
Pocatello 35 32 ls 38 22 mx 22 7 pc
Portland, OR 47 41 r 43 34 sh 42 36 sh
Rupert 37 34 mc 39 24 mx 27 14 pc
Rexburg 29 26 ls 34 16 ls 17 2 pc
Richland, WA 39 34 r 37 28 mx 35 25 pc
Rogerson 38 34 mx 40 23 mx 30 19 pc
Salmon 30 28 sn 37 14 sn 27 3 mc
Salt Lake City, UT 41 35 mx 42 28 r 34 17 mc
Spokane, WA 31 31 sn 34 15 sn 21 16 mc
Stanley 29 22 sn 30 9 sn 20 1 mc
Sun Valley 33 24 sn 34 11 sn 24 3 mc
Yellowstone, MT 20 18 sn 27 6 sn 15 0 ls

Today Highs  24 to 29  Tonight’s Lows  19 to 20

Today Highs/Lows 39 to 44 / 32 to 37 City CityCity

Acapulco 86 70 pc 83 69 pc
Athens 51 47 pc 59 55 pc
Auckland 73 57 pc 74 57 pc
Bangkok 81 66 r 81 66 pc
Beijing 30 13 pc 35 16 pc
Berlin 28 24 pc 33 19 pc
Buenos Aires 76 61 pc 81 58 pc
Cairo 60 41 pc 61 36 pc
Dhahran 82 54 pc 71 52 sh
Geneva 35 14 pc 35 17 pc
Hong Kong 63 55 pc 64 59 pc
Jerusalem 50 38 pc 52 37 pc
Johannesburg 79 59 sh 82 60 th
Kuwait City 73 44 sh 54 37 pc
London 38 28 pc 39 23 pc
Mexico City 66 39 pc 70 39 pc

Moscow 26 8 ls 18 6 ls
Nairobi 77 52 pc 79 53 sh
Oslo 27 22 pc 25 24 pc
Paris 38 24 pc 35 24 pc
Prague 30 19 pc 27 16 pc
Rio de Janeiro 86 70 th 80 67 th
Rome 57 47 sh 54 44 r
Santiago 83 55 pc 86 58 pc
Seoul 26 15 pc 32 19 pc
Sydney 87 57 pc 73 59 r
Tel Aviv 55 53 pc 56 55 pc
Tokyo 44 32 pc 46 32 pc
Vienna 34 22 pc 30 19 pc
Warsaw 29 25 pc 30 21 ls
Winnipeg 20 -20 ls 13 -4 pc
Zurich 30 12 pc 30 -4 pc

Today
Hi Lo W

Tomorrow
Hi Lo WCity

Today
Hi  Lo  W

Tomorrow
Hi  Lo  W

Yesterday’s State Extremes: 47 at Lewiston   Low: 0 at Dixie

Moon Phases Moonrise 
and Moonset

Temperature Precipitation Humidity
Barometric 
Pressure

U. V. INDEX
Moderate HighLow

The higher the index the 
more sun protection needed

A water year runs from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30
Temperature & Precipitation valid through 5 pm yesterday

Lewiston
44/40

Grangeville
28/27

Boise
41/34

Twin Falls
38/33

Sun Valley

Mountain Home

33/24

42/32

Salmon
30/28

McCall

30/26

Idaho Falls

31/28

Pocatello
35/32

Burley
37/32

Rupert
37/34

Caldwell
43/32

Coeur d’
Alene

29/29

Today: Developing rain and snow showers.  Highs upper

30s. 

Tonight: A mixed bag of winter precipitation.  Lows low 30s. 

Tomorrow: Riding the edge between rain or snow today.

Highs near 40. 

TWIN FALLS FIVE-DAY FORECAST

Today

Developing rain and
snow showers

A mixed bag of
precipitation

38High 33Low

Tonight

40 / 22 30 / 18 28 / 20 34 / 27

Today:More clouds than precipitation likely.  Highs upper

30s. 

Tonight: Slushy showers possible.  Lows low 30s. 

Tomorrow: Rain, sleet and snow all possible.  Highs upper

30s to near 40. 

BURLEY/RUPERT FORECAST

REGIONAL FORECAST

City Hi  Lo  Prcp

Yesterday’s Weather

IDAHO’S FORECAST

SUN VALLEY, SURROUNDING MTS.

BOISE

NORTHERN UTAH

NATIONAL FORECAST

TODAY’S NATIONAL MAP

WORLD FORECAST

CANADIAN FORECAST

Calgary 15 -12 pc 9 -21 ls
Cranbrook 22 9 sn 27 -15 sn
Edmonton 22 -8 pc -8 -27 ls
Kelowna 22 -7 ls 22 -31 ls
Lethbridge 22 -8 pc -8 -27 ls
Regina 24 -6 pc 27 -13 ls

Saskatoon 12 -14 pc 7 -17 ls
Toronto 21 21 pc 27 14 ls
Vancouver 34 15 sn 34 19 pc
Victoria 41 25 r 38 29 pc
Winnipeg 20 -20 ls 13 -4 pc

TWIN FALLS FORECAST

Boise 43 29 0.00”
Burley 44 16 0.00”
Challis 42 13 0.00”
Coeur d’ Alene 37 27 0.28”
Idaho Falls 37 4 0.00”
Jerome not available
Lewiston 47 35 Trace
Lowell 33 30 0.26”
Malad not available
Malta not available
Pocatello 40 8 0.00”
Rexburg 29 13 0.00”
Salmon 30 21 0.00”
Stanley 35 7 0.03”

Starting off cool enough for a
mixture of rain and snow developing
today and staying just mild enough
to keep the area riding the edge
between rain and snow on Friday.

More clouds than
precipitation likely for
most of today. A chance
of slushy snow returns
tonight and persists
through Friday.

Temperatures will play havoc with precipitation type in
the days to come. Be ready for persistently wet
weather, as snow or rain. Be alert to rapidly changing
road conditions.

Yesterday’s MMaximum 81%

Yesterday’s MMinimum 46%

Today’s MMaximum 74%

Today’s MMinimum 49%

6 ppm bbarometer

Yesterday 229.98 iin.

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

81 at Tamiami, Fla.
-34 at Wahpeton, N.D.

Valid to 6 p.m. today

Yesterday’s National Extremes:

Jan 4

First Qtr.

Jan 11

Full Moon

Jan 18

Last Qtr.

Jan 26

New Moon

Cold

Fronts

Warm

Stationary

Occluded

Riding the edge of
rain and snow

Clearing, drying and
colder

Cold and mostly dry Clouding up,
showers to follow

2

Today

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Sunrise: 8:08 AM Sunset: 5:16 PM

Sunrise: 8:08 AM Sunset: 5:17 PM

Sunrise: 8:08 AM Sunset: 5:17 PM

Sunrise: 8:08 AM Sunset: 5:18 PM

Sunrise: 8:08 AM Sunset: 5:19 PM

Saturday
Hi  Lo  W

Today
Hi  Lo  W

Tomorrow
Hi  Lo  W

Today
Hi  Lo  W

Tomorrow
Hi  Lo  W

Orlando 70 52 pc 74 52 sh
Philadelphia 33 25 su 40 30 ls
Phoenix 71 43 pc 69 44 pc
Portland, ME 20 19 w 34 22 ls
Raleigh 41 27 su 52 31 sh
Rapid City 33 15 ls 47 17 mc
Reno 47 34 mc 48 30 mx
Sacramento 55 43 pc 51 41 sh
St. Louis 47 28 pc 43 27 pc
St.Paul 28 7 ls 16 5 pc
San Antonio 61 49 sh 76 60 pc
San Diego 63 49 pc 61 50 pc
San Francisco 54 46 pc 54 45 r
Seattle 44 38 r 42 36 r
Tucson 72 38 su 71 41 su
Washington, DC 37 30 pc 42 29 r

Today
Hi Lo W

Tomorrow
Hi Lo W

City
Today

Hi Lo W
Tomorrow

Hi Lo W
Today

Hi Lo W
Tomorrow

Hi Lo W

High:
Low:

Forecasts and maps prepared by:

Cheyenne, Wyoming 
www.dayweather.com

weather key: bz-blizzard, c-cloudy, fg-fog, hs-heavy snow, hz-haze, ls-light snow, 
mc-mostly cloudy, mx-wintery mix, pc-partly cloudy, r-rain, sh-showers, sn-snow, su-sunny, 

th-thunderstorm, w-wind

More Magic Valley weather at www.magicvalley.com/weather/
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STOP IN FORSTOP IN FOR
GREAT SAVINGS!GREAT SAVINGS!

We’re  Not Not MovingMoving
We’re  Not Not ClosingClosing
We’re  Not Not RetiringRetiring
We’re  Not Not QuittiingQuittiing
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Baby born on flight during Atlantic crossing
BOSTON (AP) — There

were 124 passengers on
Northwest Airlines Flight 59
when it left the Netherlands.
There were 125 when it
landed in Boston.

Phil Orlandella, a
spokesman for Logan
International Airport, says a
woman went into labor and
gave birth to an apparently

healthy baby girl over the
Atlantic Ocean on
Wednesday during the
eight-hour flight from
Amsterdam.

Orlandella said a doctor
and a paramedic who were
on the flight assisted in the
birth. He said the plane
landed without incident
about 10:30 a.m., and the

mother and baby were
immediately taken to
Massachusetts General
Hospital.

Orlandella said he did not
know the nationality of the
mother, but said for cus-
toms’ purposes the baby
was considered a Canadian
citizen because she was
born over Canada’s airspace.

Snow, wind add bitter
chill to end of 2008
By Roger Petterson
Associated Press writer

NEW YORK — Winter
storm warnings and plum-
meting temperatures put a
chill on New Year’s Eve plans
for hundreds of thousands of
revelers.

Thousands of homes and
businesses in the Midwest
had no electric lights for the
holiday because of wind
damage.

Temperatures in the teens
— with wind chills below zero
— were forecast for midnight
and the annual ball drop in
New York’s Times Square and
for the First Night celebration
in Boston, where up to 11
inches of snow was forecast
with wind gusting to 45 mph.

However, that was almost
mild compared to the upper
Midwest, which started the
day with temperatures as low
as 33 below zero at Wahpeton,
N.D., and 24 below at
Brainerd, Minn.

Up to a million revelers,
jammed tightly together by
intense security, were expect-
ed to hunker down against
the icy wind in Times Square
to watch a five-minute bliz-
zard of balloons and more
than a ton of confetti.

But the weather put a
crimp in the festivities for
some. New Bedford, Mass.,

put its fireworks display off
until Jan. 8 and Baltimore
pushed its show back to
Thursday evening because of
high winds.

The National Weather
Service posted winter storm
warnings and advisories for
parts of New England,
upstate New York, northern
Ohio, northern Minnesota
and North Dakota, and sec-
tions of Montana, Idaho,
Oregon and Washington.

In western New York state,
at least 8 inches of snow had
fallen by midday in the
Buffalo and Rochester areas,
and morning rush hour traffic
crept at a near standstill on
the New York State Thruway
south of Albany.

“It’s really affecting the
entire state,’’ said weather
service meteorologist Dave
Zaff in Buffalo.

Single-digit temperatures

and sustained wind of up to
20 mph were expected to
combine to produce wind
chills as low as 25 below zero
during the night in parts of
New York state, meteorolo-
gists said.

A Roman Catholic priest in
northern Virginia was killed
by a falling tree Wednesday
while trying to clear another
fallen tree from a road amid
wind gusts. Rev. Michael C.
Kelly, 53, was pastor at St.
Francis de Sales Catholic
Church in Purcellville.

Power outages in
Maryland, Delaware and the
District of Columbia caused
by high winds cut electricity
to nearly 50,000 homes and
businesses Wednesday.
Baltimore Gas and Electric
Company says new outages
are likely as winds of up to 60
mph continue howling into
the night.

261 Locust Street South • 734-5725
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By Andrew Weeks
Times-News writer

I blame it on the gun’s sights.
They weren’t properly set, caus-

ing my aim to be off. At least that’s
what I like to think happened. But
achieving the same results with
two guns? Shucks, maybe I’m just
a bad aim.

No, I refuse to believe that.
After all, I used to shoot air rifles

a lot as a teenager — at milk jugs,
pop cans and the occasional
grasshopper. And I rarely missed. 

But dang if I could hit the
makeshift targets — more soda
cans — I took aim at recently in
the South Hills.

It wasn’t that I didn’t hit them at
all; it’s that I didn’t hit them as
many times as I would have liked.

I took steady aim and pulled the
trigger, but there were no sounds
of “ka-ting, ka-ting, ka-ting” like I

used to hear those not-so-many
years ago.

This time it was more like “ka-
ting …” and then, like Poe’s Raven,
the silence squawked “never-
more.”

That’s why I blame it on the
sights. It had to have been the
sights.

Still popular

The popularity of air rifles
seems not to have lessened since
the days I cocked my Daisy Red
Ryder BB gun after my father gave
it to me for Christmas one year.

The model had been a popular
gun way before my time and,
according to John Howard, man-
ager of Sportsman Warehouse in
Twin Falls, it is still a popular gun
among first-time shooters today.
So is the even smaller Daisy Buck. 

Something different on today’s

spring- and air-rifle market,
though: There are more powerful
guns and more guns to choose
from, Howard said.

Some rifles, such as the 10-
pump Daisy PowerLine 880 — one
of the guns Times-News photogra-
pher Justin Jackson and I tried out
in the South Hills recently — can
shoot both BBs and pellets. Other
guns shoot only BBs, while some
— such as the spring-powered
Remington Genesis we also took
with us to the hills — use only pel-
lets. Some even are manufactured
to shoot either .22-caliber shells or
the same caliber pellets.

A downside is that some models
— especially in the Daisy line —
contain stocks that are now made
of plastic rather than wood. But
there’s no dearth of colors. You can
find guns in black, gray, camou-
flage and even pink.

And don’t forget about air-soft
guns.

Daisy, Beeman and Benjamin
are still popular spring- and air-
rifle manufacturers. Velocities
range from about 350 feet per sec-
ond to more than 1,000 fps, while
prices start at about $19 to more
than $400, Howard said.

Safe shooting

Though some gun enthusiasts
might consider it a sin to shoot BB
guns instead of “real” guns, others
enjoy the benefits of handling an
air rifle. And with increased
ammunition prices, shooting air-
rifles is a lot less expensive.

You can purchase a case of
2,400 BBs for about $3, compared
to six times that much for a box of
shells.

“It’s cheap entertainment,”
Howard said. 

Perhaps the best thing about
shooting air guns is being able
to share the adventure with
young children.

Whenever he heads to the
hills with his family, Howard
takes along his BB guns so his
children can shoot. It’s fun,
something they can share
together, he said.

But, he warns, the old adage
from your own parents about
how BB guns can put an eye
out holds true. Parents today
should teach their children
by example and wear prop-
er protective gear when
shooting.

“Always wear goggles or
shooting glasses,” he said.
“Don’t be a hotshot. Putting
an eye out is just not worth
it.”

Even soft-air guns can be
dangerous if the right gear is
not donned — “and they (the
BBs) hurt just as bad,” Howard
said. 

And whenever and
wherever you shoot,
always “know your tar-
get and what’s down
range,” he said. 

Toppling cans

Neither Justin nor
myself wore eye gear
(so if you’re reading
this, shame on us for
setting a bad exam-
ple) when we went
to the hills to shoot
our guns, but —
thankfully — we
didn’t get hurt. 

I
nnovation in the multi-
tool category continues
to press toward the cre-

ation of a perfect jackknife-
and-pliers product. 

A new offering this year
from SOG Knives
(www.sogknives.com) has a
seat belt cutter, a gear-pow-
ered pliers, and switch-
blade-like action to fling
open an edge at the touch of
a finger.

The PowerAssist is mar-
keted as a “high-speed
extreme power multi-tool.”
I’m not sure what that
means, but the tool, which
costs $115, has several neat
enhancements, including
the two aforementioned
knives, which snap open like
switchblades on springs.

The blades, one serrated
and one straight-edge, need
to be nudged about a quar-

ter-inch with a thumb or fin-
ger before the spring action
takes over. They then snap
open and lock in place,
ready for use in a blink.

Another notable touch,
the pliers has an internal
gear system to work when
you leverage the tool’s han-
dles. Tiny cogs rolling
together cam the tool to
double the operator’s grip
strength, according to the
company.

I tested the gear system
pliers against a non-geared
multi-tool.

There is a noticeable
power increase when you
grip and squeeze the SOG,
which crushed a finger-
width cedar splinter easier
than Leatherman’s compara-
ble Skeleton model.

Beyond the blades and the
pliers, which have crimper
and wire-cutter areas, there
is a file, screwdriver heads,
bottle and can openers,
and a V-shape blade
touted for use as
a seat belt cutter
or to slit open
packages.

All these
implements
lock open then
close unseen
inside the han-
dle.

The tool
weighs 9.5
ounces and

comes with a leather case.
At $115, I was somewhat

underwhelmed. The tool is
made well, but its machin-
ing feels less precise than
the Leatherman Skeleton
and other models I own.

When
squeez-
ing the
pliers,
as one

example,
the

SOG’s implement cover
flexed and clicked. The
mechanisms on the side to
unlock the blades are too
small and somewhat sharp,
making them uncomfortable
and tedious.

The tool is large — about 5
inches long when closed,
and more than 7 inches long
when open. It feels heavy in
a pocket, especially for a
tool with less than 10 pri-
mary implements.

But its pliers is strong. The
gear-assisted feature is cool.
If you want a powerful grip,
plus the basic ingredients of
a jackknife with a little
switchblade sprinkled in,
the PowerAssist could be
your tool.

Stephen Regenold writes a
daily blog on outdoors gear at
www.gearjunkie.com.

INSIDE: Winter
weather brings
wildlife closer to
road in
Yellowstone, C3 THURSDAY
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Skiing
on the
cheap

By Ariel Hansen
Times-News writer

What’s a family to do
when the snow is falling
but the bank account is
tight?

In south-central Idaho,
there are several places to
ski — or snowboard — on
the cheap. Among the
most affordable are
Soldier Mountain near
Fairfield, Pomerelle near
Albion and a well-kept
secret, Rotarun near
Hailey.

Elise Bingham, her hus-
band and
their four
children
love Ro-
tarun for
its prices
— the
w h o l e
f a m i l y
could ski
for about
$50 a day, but they paid
about $250 for a season
pass last year — and its
convenience for the Hailey
family.

“It means they get to
learn to ski without it
being a huge commitment
in money and equipment
and time,” Bingham said.
She said the family goes
weekly during the season.
“We wouldn’t get to ski as
much as we do if it weren’t
for Rotarun.”

The family has been to
other mountains in the
area, but they always
return to the local hill
because it’s quick to get to
and there are challenges
for all their skill levels.
Bingham also likes the size
of the hill because her chil-
dren are almost always in
eyeline.

“I can do my thing and
still see what the kids are
doing,” she said.

Sarah Busbon, director
of development and mar-
keting at Rotarun, got
involved at the mountain
after discovering it a few
years ago.

“It’s a fun little hill with
unlimited potential,” she
said. “Without it my family
wouldn’t be skiing.”

Soldier and Pomerelle
are bigger, with black-dia-
mond runs for the
advanced. That’s great for
folks like Rick Holmes of
Rupert and his family.
Holmes has had a season
pass to Pomerelle since he
was 12 years old, and his
two kids learned to ski
there.

“The availability of
Pomerelle made them bet-
ter skiers because we were
able to go more often,”
Holmes said. “We just jet
up there, and when you
have a season pass you
can do a few runs and go
home.”

All three mountains spe-
cialize in family-friendli-
ness, which means there’s
patience for those just
beginning, you’re less like-
ly to get buzzed by a hot
shot and a day out won’t
break the bank.

“It’s difficult to learn
how to ski at a resort
unless you have a lot of
money,” said Jody
Burroughs, spokeswoman
at the Albion mountain.
“Pomerelle likes to think of
themselves as a very good
teaching area.”

The best places to
take to the snow
without emptying
your wallet

Please see SKIING, Page C3

INSIDE
Find the cost,
hours, runs,
amenities
and loca-

tions of local
ski runs.

See page C3

TAKING AIM

Outdoors editor, photographer plunk cans in the snow

Photos by JUSTIN JACKSON/Times-News

Andrew Weeks fires his air-powered Daisy rifle at a pair of cans in the South Hills.

Two aluminum cans along with small pieces of snow are thrown as they are struck by
a BB in the South Hills.

Please see AIM,
Page C3
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Craters of the Moon — a unique place in winter
By Jason Kauffman
Idaho Mountain Express

CAREY — For those willing
to brave the cold, winter may
be one of the best times to
visit the vast desert wilder-
ness known as Craters of the
Moon National Monument
and Preserve in central Idaho.

In the height of summer,
the heat and ruggedness of
Craters’ otherworldly land-
scape can be tough on both
one’s body and the soles of
one’s boots. But winter snows
serve to soften the area’s
harsh character. Seared cin-
der cones and fractured lava
flows become perfectly suited
to a memorable backcountry
skiing adventure.

Winter recreational options
are plentiful at the sprawling
750,000-acre monument
northeast of Carey. They’re
also a perfect alternative for
adventurous Blaine County
snow enthusiasts looking for
a different environment.

“It’s such a unique experi-
ence,” said Picabo resident
Ted Stout, a ranger and chief
of interpretation at the mon-
ument. “Everything is black
and white.”

One of the most popular
winter pastimes at Craters is
the more than seven miles of
groomed Nordic skiing avail-
able from mid-December
through February in most
years. Gliding past twisted
juniper trees plastered in
snow and rime ice and
around dormant volcanic
cones in the absolute silence
of winter is an experience
skiers don’t soon forget.

The winter trail is groomed
as snowpack and staffing
allow.

Even on the best of days,
crowds are generally light
along the monument’s snow-
covered loop road, whose
groomed surface winds past
some of Craters’ most visible
volcanic features. They
include North Crater, Paisley
Cone, the Splatter Cones,
Inferno Cone and the Devil’s
Orchard.

For those wishing to head
off the groomed trail into
untracked powder, these
silent sentinels in the desert
provide excellent snowshoe-
ing or telemark ski-turning
opportunities.

“Where else can you scale a
volcanic peak in the winter?”
Stout asked.

During the winter months,
the monument’s intense
quiet and vast unspoiled dis-
tances may convince visitors
they have the wonderful park

all to themselves.
Even better, the monument

doesn’t charge visitors an
entrance fee when the park’s
loop road is closed during the
winter.

Parking is available at the
north end of the monument
next to the Craters visitor
center, which is open daily
from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.,
except during winter holi-
days. The entrance to the vis-
itor center parking lot is
about 25 miles northeast of
Carey along U.S. Highway 20.

Winter visitors should
come prepared for the area’s
cold and often windy weath-
er. Keep in mind that condi-
tions can change rapidly,
meaning skiers should be
prepared for the worst.

According to park informa-
tion, average high tempera-
ture in January is 29 degrees
Fahrenheit and the average
low is 10 degrees. Even on the
best of days, wind is com-

mon. Visitors should carry
extra clothing, water and a
snack when heading out into
Craters.

People should also know
their abilities and not ski so
far out that they become
exhausted. Skiers and snow-
shoers should be especially
cautious if they leave the
groomed track and enter the
more remote and seldom-vis-
ited areas of the monument,
such as the 43,243-acre
Craters of the Moon
Wilderness Area. Keep in
mind that the surface of the
lava beneath the snow is very
uneven and may conceal
cracks and sharp rocks.

Because dogs can tear up
the groomed track and
detract from the skiing expe-
rience of others, National
Park Service rules bar your
canine friends from the
groomed trail. Dogs can also
scare the area’s wintering
wildlife.

Experience snowbound Craters of the Moon
Though there are many activities one can pursue at Craters during the winter, first-time visitors may
wish to explore the park guided by a ranger. Here are some of the ranger-led activities scheduled
this winter:

Winter Ecology Workshops: 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays, Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and Feb. 14
and 21.

Explore a different side of Craters of the Moon on a ranger-guided winter ecology snowshoe walk and
workshop. The workshop starts with a 45-60 minute classroom session followed by several hours
out in the park on snowshoes. Snowshoes are available for use and there is no charge for these
events.

Reservations are required and participants need to be at least 10 years of age for this moderately
strenuous walk. Call early to sign up for these popular excursions.

Snow School: Wednesdays and Thursdays in January and February.
Bring your students to Craters for an educational snowshoe trek. Participants will snowshoe with a
ranger and learn about how wildlife adapts to winter conditions. The park has enough snowshoes
for about 30 students and the walks are suitable for third graders and up. Call for more information
or to schedule a class visit.

For more: http://www.nps.gov/crmo/index.htm.

Photo courtesy BEN COLLINS

Ben Collins, of Buhl, bagged two chukar after his dog Freckles flushed the birds out of a covey Dec. 9 in one of Collins’ favorite hunting spots north of

Bliss. About 15 birds were flushed in a main covey, Collins said. Only two, taken from two different coveys, were close enough to shoot. Here Freckles

sits with the birds.

F L U S H E D O U T

OUTDOORS BRIEFS
Winter elk range
closure begins

The Ketchum Ranger
District of the Sawtooth
National Forest is institut-
ing an area closure in the
Warm Springs drainage to
protect wintering elk and
deer beginning. The closure
began Tuesday. 

All National Forest lands
in the Warm Springs
drainage, north of Warm
Springs Road from the west
fork of Warm Springs
drainage east into Ketchum
(Wanderers Way), is closed
to all entry. The area closure
is posted with signs at nor-
mal access points. The clo-
sure will remain in effect
through the winter to pro-
vide security for wintering
big game animals.

“This is a yearly closure
that is routinely imple-
mented every year when
the presence of wintering
big game animals and snow
depth indicate that the pro-
tection is warranted,” said
Range Technician Bill
Whitaker. “The closure
keeps the animals from
expending energy in trying
to avoid humans. As much
as possible, if visitors see
any wintering animals in
the backcountry, they
should keep their distance
and allow the animals a
wide berth.”

Activity Barn open

The Activity Barn in
McCall is now open for win-
tertime fun. The site, just
south of McC all on
Moonridge Lane, offers lift-
service snow tubing, snow-
shoeing and pet-friendly
cross-country ski trails.
Specially-made tubes pro-
vide cushioned rides for
anyone 2 years and older.
Afterward, a tube lift will
take riders back up the
mountain on a two-minute
ride. 

“You don’t need a reserva-
tion, just come out and play
with us,” said Tamara
DeBoer one of the owners of
the barn. “The mountain
can get very busy during the
middle of the day, but we’re
open early and stay open as
late as 9 p.m.”

Runs average 700 feet
long, and from the top of the
hills customers can enjoy
spectacular views of Long
Valley.

Pricing starts at $8 plus
tax. Season passes are avail-
able starting today for $40.

For more infor-
mation, including hours:
208-634-2222 or www.activ-
itybarn.com.

Big snowstorms
a help to ski hills

MISSOULA, Mont. — A
white Christmas was a lift to
western Montana ski areas.

Many of the region’s hills
were reporting near record
number of visitors over the
weekend.

At Whitefish Moun-
tain Resort, on-mountain
accommodations are fully
booked. And Discovery Ski
Area had record-breaking
daily revenue over the week-
end, while Missoula’s
Snowbowl was reporting
steady crowds.

In Philipsburg, Ciche
Pitcher was celebrating the
snowfall and the skiers that
came with it. He says a big
Christmas week is really
helping, and the recession
doesn’t seem to have slowed
visitors.

Some ski hill operators
say the economic slowdown
could be prompting people
to spend more time at their
local ski hills as opposed to a
costly large resort.

Ranger rescues
stranded deer

ROCKPORT STATE PARK,
Utah — A man who planned
to spend the day skiing
instead found himself
crawling on an ice-covered
reservoir trying to rescue
four mule deer.

Joe Donnell, a Rockport
State Park ranger, carried
four deer to safety after they
became stranded on the
ice covering Rockport
Reservoir.

While six deer were seen
stranded, Donnell could
only get close enough to
four — all yearlings — with-
out possibly getting into
trouble himself.

The deer were all
sprawled out on the ice, too
exhausted to get up.
Donnell wore an ice rescue
suit and was attached to a
rope so helpers could pull
him in once he reached
each deer.

F&G Commission to
meet in Boise

Idaho Fish and Game
Commissioners will meet
Jan. 27-29 in Boise.

The three-day meeting
starts with a public hearing
at 7 p.m. on the 27th.

The commissioners start
the rest of the meeting at
8 a.m. Jan. 28. Items on the
agenda include a legislative
budget hearing and setting
seasons for moose, bighorn
sheep and mountain goat.

— Staff and wire reports

Web site alerts motorists
to wildlife corridors,
tracks game sightings
For the Times-News

BOISE — Collisions with
wildlife in Idaho have
occurred as long as cars and
trucks have traveled our
roads.

Last year in Idaho, almost
1,300 vehicles collided with
wildlife resulting in 200 seri-
ous injuries to drivers and
passengers. So the Idaho
Transportation Department
and the Idaho Department
of Fish and Game have
developed the Idaho
Highway Wildlife Web site to
warn motorists of wildlife
corridors and to track game
sightings.

To access the site, go to fis-
handgame.idaho.gov and
click on fish/wildlife. Look
for the heading “Wildlife
Management Issues” and
click on the “Highway
Wildlife Collisions” link for
instructions to access the
database.

“This is the time of year
when a majority of wildlife-
related accidents occur,”
Kim Just, an environmental
planner for the transporta-
tion department, said. “With
the new wildlife Web site,
you can look up a route and
see what the dangers are
ahead of time and plan.”

The site is also interactive,
allowing motorists to report
where and when they see
wildlife on the road. The Web
uses a Google map to show
wildlife corridors, a descrip-
tion of the types of wildlife

that cross there, and how
many incidents have been
reported.

Northern Idaho’s U.S. 95 at
McArthur Lake near
Sandpoint has more wildlife
collisions than any other
highway in the state. That’s
where white-tailed deer and
moose spend the winter.
Interstate 15 in southeast
Idaho is next. The most visi-
ble crossings in the heavily
populated southwest Idaho
region occur on Idaho 21,
outside of Boise. This high-
way is known for frequent
deer collisions as the deer
move down to the foothills to
forage for food.

“The site is gathering more
information about known
problem areas around the
state,” said Greg Burak, a
wildlife biologist for the
IDFG. “With the data we col-
lect, it will allow cities, coun-
ties and developers to better
protect migration corridors
and provide open space.”

Throughout Idaho, the
Fish and Game and the
Transportation Department
have taken many steps to
prevent collisions with
wildlife. High fences, signs,
flashing warning lights and
diversion tunnels have been
installed. 

INSIDE
Winter brings Yellowstone

wildlife close to road.

See page C3

Too many fun seekers jam Flagstaff snow venues
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) —

Winter white has attracted so
many Arizona fun-seekers
north that it’s become turn-
away time for ski slope and
sledding operators, to their
chagrin and their customers’
anger.

For many, Flagstaff’s winter
wonderland has become a
nightmare, with traffic jams
from too many vehicles and
not enough parking resulting
in people being turned away
from the Arizona Snowbowl
and a snow play area in the
Coconino National Forest.

“The last few days, it’s just
been overwhelming and
unbelievable,’’ said Mike
McClanahan, manager of the
Snow Play Area three miles
west of Snowbowl. It’s a sled-
ding preserve privately man-
aged for the U.S. Forest
Service now in its third year of
operation.

“Saturday was pretty hor-
rendous,’’ said Coconino
National Forest spokesman
Brady Smith. Wing Mountain
managers have had to regu-
late and turn people back
because of traffic backups, he
said.

“Oh yeah, they’re angry,’’
McClanahan said of the hun-
dreds of people who have had
to be turned away in recent
days because Wing

Mountain’s parking lots,
which can accommodate up
to 600 cars in all, are full.

“But they need to realize if
you’re going to go somewhere
three or four hours away, they
can’t leave at 9 in the morning
and expect to get in. They
have to leave at 4 or 5 a.m.
and get here by 9.

“I’m compassionate, but I
don’t need to be cussed,
yelled and sworn at.’’

McClanahan added that
DPS officers who’ve been
helping out have been
amazed at “the vulgar lan-
guage coming out of the
mouths of beautiful women.’’

But the swarming snow-
seekers are nothing new, he
said. When weather condi-
tions are right, he said, “we’ve
been having this congestion
for three years now.’’

Several feet of snow has
fallen in the past few weeks
and snow play conditions

have been nearly perfect.
Dave Smith, marketing

manager at privately owned
Arizona Snowbowl, the ski
area 14 miles north of
Flagstaff, said its nine parking
lots were at capacity again on
Tuesday with roughly 1,400
vehicles.

The base elevation of the
four-lift ski area is 9,200 feet,
and its top elevation is 11,500
feet. It has 32 trails for skiing
and snowboarding, and as of
Tuesday had a settled snow
base of 40 inches at 9,500 feet
and 59 inches at 10,800.

“We opened up on Dec. 20,
and we have had phenome-
nal conditions, the best we’ve
had in a long time,’’ Smith
said. “We have had to turn
people away. They’re unhap-
py ... We try to encourage peo-
ple to get up here early.’’

The parking shortage typi-
cally runs hand-in-hand with
running out of equipment to

rent, he added.
The holiday turnout, Smith

said, “shows that even in a
down economy, people want
to be out there and want to
recreate in the snow.’’

Snowbowl abandoned
using a shuttle system about
12 years ago with the advent
of SUVs and four-wheel drive,
he said. Operators aren’t
exploring renewing a shuttle
despite the traffic concerns,
Smith added.

McClanahan said a bus
shuttle into Wing Mountain
isn’t a bad idea but that he
hasn’t yet discussed the idea
with the Forest Service.

In recent days, it has taken
some of his employees four
hours to get home to Sedona,
which is 27 miles from
Flagstaff through Oak Creek
Canyon or 56 miles by inter-
state highway, McClanahan
said. “It’s crazy.’’

Meanwhile, in southern
Arizona, the Mount Lemmon
Ski Valley has had skiers on
the mountain several days,
with a snow base of 31 inches.

The Catalina Highway from
the 9,300-foot mountaintop
to Tucson reopened Monday
morning after being closed
Sunday afternoon because of
traffic congestion, Pima
County sheriff’s spokes-
woman Dawn Hanke said.

“We opened up on Dec. 20, and we have had
phenomenal conditions, the best we’ve had
in a long time. We have had to turn people

away. They’re unhappy ... We try to encourage
people to get up here early.’’

— Dave Smith, marketing manager at Arizona
Snowbowl
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Chapter 7 & 13
Stop Collections, Foreclosures & Garnishments

Fast • Experienced

BANKRUPTCY

We are a debt relief agency. We help people fi le for 
bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Free Consultation

734-3367734-3367Email: barristr@pmt.org
212 2nd Ave. West, Suite 200

P.O. Box 329, Twin Falls 044

Question: Julie wrote: “My home was in 
foreclosure. The “foreclosure solution” agency 

 advised me to fi le a Chapter 13 bankruptcy 
pro se (without lawyer representation). Now I am 
receiving notices from the court that I must fi le 
additional forms or my case will be dismissed. I don’t 
understand what forms they mean. What can I do?”

Answer: There are agencies that claim to be able to save homes in 
foreclosure . . . for a hefty fee.  If the agency is unable to negotiate 
a “work out” with the lender, they typically advise debtors to fi le a 

pro se bankruptcy, and some will provide guidance and instruction on how 
to fi le. Many of these agencies are operating illegally as it is against the 
law to provide legal advice unless you are a lawyer.  Under the new laws, 
bankruptcy has become extraordinarily complex and cannot be accomplished 
by merely fi lling out forms. Any bankruptcy lawyer will tell you that it is 
virtually impossible for a layperson to successfully fi le a Chapter 13 case, 
obtain plan confi rmation and eventual discharge without the benefi t of 
lawyer assistance because the applicable statutes and court rules are too 
numerous and complex for even a very intelligent layperson to understand 
and apply. You need to retain experienced bankruptcy counsel immediately, 
but be prepared for reluctance because lawyers recognize that taking over 
a pro se case already in jeopardy is more diffi cult and time consuming than 
preparing a case from scratch.

ROTARUN SKI AREA
Cost: Adults, $15 (night skiing $12);

ages 12-17, $8; ages 6-11, $5; under 5,
free.

Hours: Open now, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday; night skiing 6-9
p.m. Wednesday and Friday. Call 788-
1173 or 788-6204 for dates of night ski-
ing or information.

Runs: One large hill, with a platter lift.
A chair lift may be installed next year.
Operators estimate there are 20-25 peo-
ple on the hill at any given time on an
average day.

Amenities: A warming hut at the bot-
tom of the hill with beverages and
snacks. A lodge has been purchased, but
not yet renovated.

Location: 255 Croy Creek Rd., Hailey.
From Hailey, head west on West Bullion
Street, which becomes Croy Creek Road.
Follow the road approximately three
miles to the hill.

SOLDIER MOUNTAIN
Cost: Adults, $33 (half-day $23); ages 7-

17, $23 (half-day $17); under 7, free; ages
62-69, $23 (half-day $17); over 69, free;
college students with ID, $27 (half-day
$17); active military and their families, 50
percent off. Half-day starts at 12:30 p.m.
Season tickets available. 764-2526.

Hours: Open now, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday through Sunday. Open daily

during school holidays — including
through Jan. 4.

Runs: 36 runs, approximately 13 each
of easy, intermediate and advanced, serv-
iced by two lifts. Handle tow available on
beginner slope. Operators estimate there
are 480 people on the hill during the
course of an average day.

Amenities: Exterior restrooms and
water fountain. Warming lodge with full-
service grill and bar. Example prices:
$5.50 cheeseburger, $1.50 fries, $1.75
large soda.

Location: 500 Soldier Rd., Fairfield.
From U.S. Highway 20, head north on
Soldier Road, and follow the signs north
to the mountain.

POMERELLE
Cost: Adults, $35 (half-day $28, day

and night $38); ages 7-12, $25 (day and

night $38); under 7, free with adult;
over 70, $25. Night tickets are $15 for
all ages. Season tickets available.
Group rates available; call for quote. E-
Z123 learn-to-ski package includes
three visits to the mountain, each with
a 1.5 hour group lesson, lift pass and
equipment rental for $99. 673-5599.

Hours: Open now, daily 9 a.m. to
9 p.m.; half-day is 12:30-4 p.m.; night
skiing is 4-9 p.m. Night skiing is avail-
able Tuesday through Saturday.

Runs: 24 runs, serviced by three lifts
(triple chair, double chair and Magic
Carpet).

Amenities: Full day lodge with rental
shop, cafeteria and, on some days, an
outdoor grill.

Location: 961 E. Howell Canyon Rd.,
Albion. From Interstate 84, head south
on Idaho Route 77, then follow Howell
Canyon Road west to the mountain.

Soldier draws a lot of older skiers,
and skiers from far afield, said Connie
Johnson, administrative assistant.

“We have people coming from
Mackey that’ll drive by Sun Valley
because of the prices and crowds;
there are no lines here,” she said.
Though Soldier raised its day rates this

year, it kept season passes at the 2007
price. “We know the economy’s not
doing well, so we are keeping the
prices down so people can have fun.”

That’s what it’s all about — having
fun on the snow. And at Rotarun,
Soldier Mountain and Pomerelle, you
can do it on the cheap.

Ariel Hansen may be reached
at 208-788-3475 or ahansen@magic-
valley.com.

We did, however, hurt a
couple of soda cans.

Cursing Poe’s Raven, I
reloaded my gun, pumped
it multiple times, and told
Justin that the next time I
pulled the trigger he’d hear
the sought-after “ka-ting”
from my steady aim.

He did. I hit the cans, top-
pling them into the snow.
And I was farther away than
before, about 50 yards or
more. 

“Ka-ting.” 
But with the next shot I

missed again.
I left blaming it on the

gun’s sights. 
But that doesn't explain

why I also had a hard time
hitting the cans with Justin's
gun — and his gun had a
scope. But come to think of
it, he had about as much
luck as I did.

The next time I see Justin,
I think I'll tell him that his
scope is off aim. 

Andrew Weeks may be
reached at 208-735-3233 or
aweeks@magicvalley.com.

Aim
Continued from page C1

Skiing
Continued from page C1

REGIONAL SKIING ON THE CHEAP

Winter brings Yellowstone
wildlife close to road

By William Kronholm 
Associated Press writer

YELLOWSTONE NATION-
AL PARK, Wyo. — We were
expecting to see plenty of
wildlife on a winter outing to
Yellowstone National Park,
but — silly us — we thought
we might have to get through
the entrance first.

But as we drove through the
gateway community of
Gardiner, Mont., toward the
Roosevelt Arch, the century-
old ceremonial north
entrance to Yellowstone, we
were distracted by the action
on the gridiron at Gardiner
Public School. A herd of bison
covered the field.

Beyond, more bison grazed
on the school’s front lawn.
Bison lounged on the side-
walk at its main entrance.
Bison wandered among the
cars in the parking lot.

“Those kids must have to be
awfully careful going to and
from class,” my wife
remarked. More people in
Yellowstone are injured by
bison than fall victim to griz-
zly bears — though numbers
for both are very low.

A few snapshots, and then it
was through the Arch for the
short drive to the entrance
station. More bison grazed
just inside the park boundary.
Interspersed among them
were bands of elk and prong-
horn antelope. Within the
next two hours, we also would
see bighorn sheep, mule deer,
coyotes, a bald eagle and
more bison — all from the
road.

Summer visitors to
Yellowstone also expect to see
wildlife. But most don’t realize
that winter can be prime time
for wildlife viewing. Deep
snow in the high country
drives elk, deer and bison
down into the open valleys,
where the weather is milder
and they can more easily paw
or push snow aside to get to
the dried grass beneath.

And where the grazing ani-
mals gather, predators follow
— particularly the gray wolf,
which has achieved star status
since its reintroduction to
Yellowstone in 1995. At any
given moment on any winter
day, dozens of binoculars and
spotting scopes are sweeping
the Lamar Valley in northeast
Yellowstone from pullouts,
looking for any sign of wolves.

This is home turf for my
wife and me, since we live
only a three-hour drive away,
and we tend to visit
Yellowstone more in winter
than in summer. We enjoy
telling stories of being sere-
naded by wolf and coyote
howls echoing off the moun-
tains, of watching a coyote
stalk and pounce on a mouse
by listening to it scurrying
under the snow, of inadver-
tently skiing so close to a
bison that we could watch his

bloodshot eyes zero in on us
— and of not exhaling until we
had put a safe distance
between us and the bison.

But there’s more than
wildlife in Yellowstone in win-
ter. The frigid air enhances the
steam spouting from its
famous geysers, making them
even more spectacular. Its
plateaus and broad valleys are
made for cross-country skiing
and snowshoeing; some sce-
nic drives in summer are des-
ignated cross-country ski
trails in winter.

Most of Yellowstone is
closed to auto traffic in winter,
but the part that is open to
cars offers some of the richest
wildlife viewing opportunities
in the park. It runs from the
park’s northern entrance at
Gardiner to the snowbound
community of Cooke City,
Mont., at the northeast
entrance (the road beyond
Cooke City is closed in win-
ter).

En route, it passes through
the Lamar Valley, which some
have called America’s
Serengeti. This is where most
of the park’s wolf watchers
hang out.

But even areas closed to
auto traffic remain open to
visitors, via snowmobile or
snowcoach. Visitors can travel
by snowcoach to Old Faithful
and ski the circuit around the
Upper Geyser Basin, the
largest geyser concentration
in the world. After skiing, visit
the Old Faithful Snow Lodge, a
modern hotel that invites visi-
tors to curl up in comfy loung-
ing chairs in front of lobby
fireplaces. (Yellowstone’s win-
ter season officially began
Dec. 15, but due to a sparse
snowpack, snowmobiles were
not being allowed in right
away. Check with park for cur-
rent conditions.)

Those staying in gateway
communities can also take
snowcoaches into the park on
day trips. Cross-country skiers
can access scheduled ski
drops and pickups for specific
trails from in-park hotels.

And for those staying near
the north entrance, winter is
the best time to try that spe-
cial Yellowstone experience
called hot-potting.

As you drive the five miles
from Gardiner to Mammoth
Hot Springs, you will cross the

Gardner River. You may notice
a big parking lot to your left —
seemingly serving nothing. It’s
not marked, but this is the
best opportunity in
Yellowstone to take a dip in a
wild hot springs without hav-
ing to hike for 20 miles first.

Park rules require that you
walk upstream about a half-
mile from the parking area to
where the footpath reaches
the river. Here waters from the
Boiling River hot spring mix in
pools with cold water from the
Gardner River. (Note that hot-
potting is allowed during day-
light hours only.)

You won’t be alone. And
take care in how you dress —
there are no changing rooms
(but bathing suits are
required), and you’ll have that
hike back through the snow
and wind after your dip. But
the experience of soaking in
steaming hot water in a river
during a snowstorm is one
you will never forget.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Before his
retirement, William Kronholm
was the AP’s western regional
news editor. He lives in Helena,
Mont.

AP file photo

A tour bus stops to let a wolf cross the road in Yellowstone National Park, Wyo on Jan. 26, 2002.

My love/hate
relationship with
the History Channel

B
ack in the informa-
tion dark ages before
cable and the

Internet, current astronomy
knowledge was accessible
to the non-scientist almost
exclusively through print
media and, occasionally,
television. Today, the oppo-
site is true: Rather than a
dearth of astronomy infor-
mation, there’s a wealth,
although it runs the gamut
from good to awful, as
exemplified by the History
Channel.

For starters, one must
question why the History
Channel delves into astron-
omy at all, unless it’s the
history of astronomy. But
then you’d also have to ask
why it airs programs about
people who drive trucks
across frozen lakes for a liv-
ing.

Make no mistake. Some
of the astronomy on the
History Channel is quite
good. “The Universe,” now
in its third season, is about
as good as it gets. The sci-
ence is rock solid, wild
speculation about the
unknown is kept to a mini-
mum, and about the only
consistent flaw is the occa-
sional sloppy use of visuals
(e.g. showing a nebula
when galaxies are being
discussed which, to an
astronomer, is akin to using
penguin footage in a pro-
gram about elephants).

Then there’s the bad.
“UFO Hunters” features
egregious credulity, deliber-
ate ignorance of mundane
explanations and, at best,
token skepticism. Worse
still is “Nostradamus 2012,”
comprising tiny dashes of
science sprinkled over huge
helpings of sloppy scholar-
ship, unwarranted conclu-
sions, and outright silliness
that will leave any scientist
worth his salt howling.

“What’s the harm?” you
might ask. Without scientif-

ic training, it’s hard for a lay
audience to separate the
fact from the slickly-pack-
aged nonsense. Harder still
for kids, who might assume
that the “History Channel”
is as reliable as a history
textbook. 

Worse, if told that much
of what the History
Channel has to offer is
unreliable, they might
throw out the “Universe”
baby with the
“Nostradamus 2012” bath
water.

Next week: The year
ahead in space missions.

Chris Anderson manages
the College of Southern
Idaho’s Centennial
Observatory in Twin Falls.
He can be reached at 208-
732-6663 or
canderson@csi.edu.
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Chris

Anderson

Sky calendar

through Thursday:
Planets

One hour before sunrise:
Saturn: SW, mid-sky
One hour after sunset:
Jupiter: WSW, extremely low
Mercury: WSW, very low
Venus: SW, low
Moon

First quarter Sunday, 4:56 a.m.
Other data: Quadrantid meteor
shower peaks 6 a.m.
Saturday.

Meteors will appear to come
from high in the eastern sky
after 2 a.m.

Earth at perihelion (closest to
sun for 2009) 8 a.m. Sunday
(91,400,757 miles).

Share your hunting, fishing or
other outdoors photos or stories

with Outdoors Editor Andrew
Weeks. E-mail him at

aweeks@magic-valley.com or call
him at (208) 735-3233.
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DR. GOTT: For the past 20
years, my type-A blood cells
have been running 3.1 to 3.6,
which I am told is low. When
I question my doctors about
it, they don’t offer much
response. I am 75 years old. I
had a kidney removed about
10 years ago because of can-
cer. I did not need chemo or
radiation. My diet consists of
healthful foods and a lot of
ocean fish and not too much

red meat.
I recently had a couple of

precancerous lumps on my

head removed and treated.
They healed well.

Lately, any cuts I get,
whether they are big or
small, seem to get infected. I
am not diabetic, and my
weight is normal. Is there a
cause for low A cells? Is there
something I can do make
them rise?

DEAR READER: First, I
must explain what type-A
blood means, as you appear

to be slightly confused. Type
A simply refers to your blood
type. There are four blood
types: A, B, AB and O. The
reason for knowing a blood
type is so that should you
need a blood transfusion,
doctors will know what type
to give you. Type A cannot
receive blood from a person
who is type B or type AB, as
this would cause the body to
fight the abnormal blood,

leading to severe illness or
death. Type O is a universal
donor, which can be given to
any blood type, as it lacks
the markers that the other
three have.

Now, to your blood-cell
number of 3.1 to 3.6. I
assume this is referring to
your red blood cells, which
carry oxygen to the various
parts of the body. When red
blood cell counts are low, it

is known as anemia. There
are several causes for this.
However, based on your let-
ter, I believe your anemia is
simply due to a lack of iron
in your diet. Iron is found in
several foods but is abun-
dant in red meat, which you
say you rarely consume. I
urge you to speak to your
physician about this and ask

ASK DR.

GOTT

Dr. Peter

Gott

Blood 101: Blood types and red cell counts

Please see DR. GOTT, Page C5

The Friends of the Jerome
Public Library recently spon-
sored a contest to help develop
a new logo for the library. The
contest was a success and there
were three winners.

Randi Marchant of Jerome
designed a logo and her 14-
year-old sister-in-law, Helen
Almadovar of Carlsbad, Calif.,
entered some variations on the
design. The new logo is a com-
bination of their ideas.

Also among the many entries
was one by Andreah Gonzalez,
10, of Jerome, that library offi-
cials decided to enlarge to dis-
play as a poster in the library.

The Friends of the Library
wish to thank everyone who
entered the contest. The library
had lots of designs  from which
to choose.

Courtesy photo

Librarian Vickie Leininger (left) holds

the poster designed by Andreah

Gonzalez, and Randi Marchant (right)

holds the new Jerome Library logo,

based on ideas submitted by her and

Helen Almadovar.

Jerome library announces logo winners

Jerome’s
Rowland
earns
degree

Darci Rowland graduated
Dec. 19 with a Masters of
Business Administration from
Boise State University.

Rowland is a 1998 graduate of
Jerome High School where she
served as the student body pres-
ident from 1997-98. She then
attended the College of
Southern Idaho, becoming
involved in student government
before completing her Associate
of Arts degree in 2000. She con-
tinued on to Boise State to com-
plete her undergraduate degree
in communication in 2002.

After gaining experience as a
manager at a call center in Boise
and recruiting agency in Denver,
Rowland returned to Boise to
complete her education and
attain her MBA. She is employed
at URS in Boise and has recently
been promoted to the position
of manager for its National
College Relations Recruitment
program.

Free dental
sealants at
Jerome Middle
School

Beginning Jan. 7, Jerome
Middle School seventh and
eighth graders can receive free
dental sealants to help prevent
cavities.

Dental sealants fill the deep
grooves of a child’s back teeth,
where 90 percent of children’s
cavities occur. The sealants are
painless to apply and can last
several years or more. Delta
Dental of Idaho provides
sealants on-site at schools serv-
ing low-income families as part
of its community outreach pro-
gram.

To receive this free cavity-pre-
vention treatment, children
must have a parent or guardian
sign a health history and per-
mission form. Permission
forms were sent home with stu-
dents before winter break.
Additional permission forms
are available at the school.

Information: Delta Dental
Community Outreach, 489-
3550.

Roemer prepares for county commission seat
By Mary Hanson
Times-News correspondent

A sit-down chat with
Jerome County District 1
Commissioner-elect Cathy
Roemer isn’t usually a light
encounter. On the
doorstep of her Jan. 12
inauguration, it’s clear that
Roemer is already deeply
interested in local govern-
ment.

Taking a seat at a book-
laden table at her family
home — surrounded by
large windows looking
down on snowy pastures —
Roemer began by speaking
about the genesis of her
interest in government. 

“It was homeschooling
my son that gave me an
understanding of our rep-
resentative style of govern-
ing and great love for our
country,” she said. “You
might say I made my way
to elective office through
being active in the Jerome
County Republican Central
Committee and then the
Jerome County Farm
Bureau.”

After two years as a
member of the Jerome
County Planning and
Zoning commission, “It
was a natural progression
for me to seek public
office,” she said.

It is the local level of gov-
ernment that Roemer
believes is vitally impor-
tant. 

“We, as citizens, must
know who is serving at the
local level,” she said. “I’ll
be the ‘newbie’ on the
county commission. 

“The sitting commission-
ers have a great deal of expe-
rience — Commissioners

Joe Davidson and Charlie
Howell. So, in the beginning
there is going to be a learn-
ing curve for me. I’ve
already found there is strong

support at the state level for
elected officials to learn
about governing.”

Roemer said the Idaho
Association of Counties,

(IAC) is an example. At
meetings she attended,
the association brought in
great speakers, she said. 

“What I realized at the

end of two days is that I
was there in a room full of
people, both incumbents
and newly elected, who
had a sincere desire to do
the right thing. And that
was encouraging to me,”
she said.

She also plans to make
use of the Jerome County
Prosecutor’s (legal coun-
cil) office as well as the
State Attorney General’s
office.

Roemer has called
Jerome and Jerome County
home all of her life. 

“I have a lot of vested
interests here,” she said.
“We are seeing a slowdown
in the economy but I’m
optimistic about the
future. I recognize agricul-
ture and food production
are the driving engines of
our economy in Jerome
County.”

She’s anxious to get to
work and meet county
employees and others,
mentioning she wants to
understand the workings
of county government
inside out, particularly the
finances.

Outside the sun dropped
low, revealing a white
ocean of glistening pas-
tures. Twelve more days
until Roemer will begin
her job as an elected offi-
cial. No one could take it
more seriously.

The swearing-in cere-
mony for newly elected
Jerome County officials
will take place at 8:30 a.m.,
Jan. 12 at the Jerome
County Judicial Annex.

Mary Hanson may be
reached at mhansonmbd@
aol.com.

Creekmore
celebrates
95th birthday

Maude Creekmore, formerly
of Burley, will
celebrate her
95th birthday
Friday. She will
celebrate with
as many of her
family mem-
bers as possible
at the home of
her daughter,
Wanda, in
Chubbuck, where she now
resides.

Creekmore

MARY HANSON/For the Times-News

Jerome County District 1 Commissioner-elect Cathy Roemer will be sworn in on Jan. 12.

A new challenge



whether he or she agrees
that an iron supplement is
appropriate. This should
eliminate the anemia. If it
does not, I recommend fur-
ther testing. If your physi-
cian refuses, ask to be
referred to a hematologist
(blood specialist), who can
perform further testing and
recommend treatment.

Also, I would like to add a
small comment on your
fish consumption. While
fish is highly beneficial, you
should limit your intake.
Studies have found that the
mercury level in the ocean
is rising, and several types
of fish are accumulating it
in their bodies. Swordfish,
shark and similar large fish,
if eaten in large quantities,
may, in theory, lead to mer-
cury poisoning. Continue to
eat fish, but consume farm-
raised or small ocean fish.
Salmon, cod, haddock and
similar fish contain all the
benefits but have limited
exposure to ocean mercury
levels.

Peter Gott is a retired
physician.
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Suicide rate increases during holidays
Q: I have heard that the

holidays are a major time for
suicides. Is that true or is it
just focused on more?

A: It is a sad fact that holi-
days are a major time for
people committing suicide
in our area. The time frame
is usually from Thanksgiving
to around the first of the
year.

There are many reasons
that have been associated
with this sad trend. The
main reason might be lone-
liness from not having fami-
ly members to share the hol-
idays with. The reasons are
not widely known but some-
times a holiday without a
deceased loved one could be
a factor as well. Nationally,
though, springtime sees the
most suicides.

To help, listen to others
who make those subtle
quotes to you, such as;
“Maybe I’ll see you next
year,” or, “I can’t wait to see
my deceased relative.” These
could be warning signs that
suicide might happen. If you
know somebody who might
be alone for the holidays,
talk to him or her. Maybe a
simple acknowledgement at
Christmas or New Year’s Day
could save a life. You might
also look for information by
going to spanidaho.org
where you can find help if
you are thinking of suicide
or think that somebody else
might.

Q: I’ve noticed that a great
number of people drive with
their fog lights on when
there is no fog, even during
the summer months. The
fog lights, along with the
normal headlights, give out
almost as much brightness
as if they had their bright
lights on. I generally hit my
brights just as I’m going by
to warn them that they have
their fog lights on, although
most probably don’t have a
clue. Is there a law or regula-
tion governing the use of fog
lights?

A: I don’t have a foggy idea
— just kidding (I know, bad
joke). I thought it would eas-
ier to just tell you what
Idaho Code 49-928(3) actu-
ally reads.

“As a practical means of
determining whether head
lamps or auxiliary driving or
fog lamps glare the following
test shall apply: Any such
lamp shall be deemed to be
glaring if any part of the
main beam strikes the body
of a person, vehicle, screen
or other object higher than
the lamp centers twenty-five
(25) feet or more ahead of
the vehicle and in no event
shall the main bright por-

tion of the beam be higher
than forty-two (42) inches at
a distance of seventy-five
(75) feet ahead of the vehi-
cle.”

Does that make it a little
clearer or less bright? Fog
lights are mainly for seeing
the ground directly in front
but not more than 25 feet
ahead. You could sign a
complaint against some-
body who did not conform
to the law.

Officer down

Please put these officers,
killed in the line of duty, and
their families in your
prayers. God bless them all. 

• Officer Mark Simmons,
Amarillo Police Department,
Texas

• Deputy Jeremy Keith

Carter, Evangeline Parish
Sheriff’s Department,
Louisiana

Be safe, I’ll talk to you next
week. E-mail your questions

to policemandan@
yahoo.com

Dan Bristol is a Heyburn
Police sergeant detective.

POLICEMAN

DAN

Dan 

Bristol

Doug Suter Co.

324-2198

• Excavation

• Rock Crushing

• Gravel & Dirt for Sale

• Semi Hauling of 
Gravel & Heavy 

Equipment

Dave’s Automotive RepairDave’s Automotive Repair
“Your Full Maintenance and Repair Shop since 1980.”

324-3127    47 E. 100 S. JEROME 324-3127    47 E. 100 S. JEROME 

h is light can’t tell 
you if the problem 

is serious.

But we can.

Available Only At

The Original Air Bed Company

Gel Bed

We Make the World’s Best Mattress

Delivery

Financingggggggggggggggg

WE EVEN HAVE 
QUEEN SETS AS LOW 

AS $399!

Rest assured...because at Sleep Solutions, all they do is sleep.

Next to Idaho Joe’s
in the Lynwood Shopping Center

578 N. Blue Lakes • Twin Falls

(208) 733-9133

OPEN SUNDAYS

Removal of
   Old Set

 Main West
Denture Clinic
 Bonnie Jean DeVall

Licensed Denturist
Specializing in New Dentures

 New Dentures are guaranteed

Dentures, Relines & Repairs

 507 Main Ave. West, Suite B, Twin Falls

733-2374 • 733-0477

 Intermountain Fabrication
 Welding • Full Machine Shop

 Heavy Equipment Repair & 

Boom Truck Service

  324-4104

124 Bridon Way, Jerome

BLACKER’S

1/2

1/2

223 2nd Avenue East
Twin Falls

Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m

(CLOSED SUNDAY)

Phone 733-1804
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Don’t Miss
Sugg. $1399.99

BROWN MICROFIBER 
SOFA WITH RECLINER

NOW $69900

Was $1099.99

LANE LEATHER ROCKER 
RECLINER

NOW $54999

Was $1109.99

STANTON MICROFIBER
SLEEPER

NOW $55500

Was $1394.99

BEIGE LEATHER LOVE 
SEAT WITH RECLINERS

NOW $59999

Sugg. $3799.99

BROWN BARCALOUNGER 
SECTIONAL WITH 

4 RECLINERS

NOW $1799 99

Was $699.99

BROWN LANE ROCKER 
RECLINER

NOW $34999

Was $909.99

JENN AIR DOWNDRAFT 
SINGLE SIDE COOKTOP

NOW $45599

Sugg. $2589.99

BROWN MICROFIBER 
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NOW $129499
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STANTON GREEN
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NOW $29999
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SIMMONS BACKCARE 
FIRM QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW $59999
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BROWN 
LOVE SEAT

NOW $24999
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Was $699.99
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COOKTOP

NOW $34999 

Sugg. $739.99

STANTON OVERSTUFFED 
BEIGE CHAIR
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Sugg. $819.99

OAK 
GLIDERS

NOW $29999
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PICTURES
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Sugg. $499.99

LANE BURGUNDY WALL 
AWAY RECLINER
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Sugg. $999.99
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LANE ROCKER 
RECLINER BURGUNDY

NOW $34999

Sugg. $729.99

CHERRY 
DRESSER

NOW $36599
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5 PC. DROP LEAF
DINETTE

NOW $54999

Sugg. $499.00

14,000 BTU 
AIR CONDITIONER

NOW $24999

Sugg. $599.99

GE DISHWASHER

NOW $29999

Sugg. $599.99

GE ADA ELECTRIC
RANGE

NOW $29999

Sugg. $799.99

HOTPOINT SELF-CLEAN
GAS RANGE

NOW $39999
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MAYTAG FRONT LOAD
WASHER
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NOW $18999
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TILE TOP

NOW $49999
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MATTRESS LUXURY 
PILLOW TOP

NOW $89999

Was $999.99

MAYTAG MATCHING
DRYER

NOW $49999
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LOVE SEAT

NOW $59999
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SIMMONS BEAUTY 
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NOW $49999

LAMPS 

NOW 1/2 PRICE

Was $1549.99

THERAPEDIC QUEEN 
SET MEMORY FOAM

NOW $69999

Sugg. $799.99

AMANA 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIG. FLOOR MODEL

NOW $39999

Was $799.99

BLUE ROCKER 
RECLINER

NOW $39999

Was $59.99

GE RANGE
HOOD

NOW $2999

Sugg. $899.99

WHIRLPOOL STAINLESS
LOOK GAS RANGE

NOW $44999

Sugg. $959.99

GE STAINLESS 
WARMING DRAWER

NOW $47999

Sugg. $799.99

36" GE 
MICRO HOOD

NOW $39999

Sugg. $799.99

ELECTRIC 
FIREPLACE

NOW $39999

Sugg. $1599.99

STANTON GREEN SOFA 
W/TRIM

NOW $59999

MATCHING LOVESEAT
Sugg. $1549.99

NOW $54999

MATCHING CHAIR
Sugg. $1399.99

NOW $39999

$2500   $5900
to ea.

NOW $59999

JENN-AIR WHITE 30"
DOWN DRAFT COOKTOP

Sugg. $1199.99

AMANA DRYER

Sugg. $799.99

NOW $39999

11 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
THURSDAY, 

JANUARY 1, 2009
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NO INTEREST FOR
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THIS IS THE SALE YOU
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OF THE EXAMPLES.

LOOK FOR SELECTED
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PRICE SALE!!!!

OUR INVENTORY

Sugg. $769.99

DRESSER &
TRI-FOLD MIRROR

NOW $38599

When you
Winterize...

GET THE

GOOD STUFF!

GET THE

GOOD STUFF!

Dr. Gott
Continued from page C4

Check out what’s new online at

www.magicvalley.com



By Stephen Bernard 
and David B. Caruso
Associated Press writers

NEW YORK  — Bernard
Madoff gave the Securities
and Exchange Commission a
list of his personal assets
Wednesday, but investors
may have to wait to learn
whether the filing contained
any clues as to the where-
abouts of their missing bil-
lions.

The disgraced money man-
ager, now under house arrest,
had faced a court-ordered
deadline of Dec. 31 to turn
over a detailed accounting of
his homes, stock holdings,
bank accounts and other
business interests.

The list was also supposed
to include the names and
locations of any bank or bro-
kerage accounts holding
whatever remains of his
clients’ money.

The SEC confirmed
Wednesday evening that it
had received the filing, but it
declined to reveal details or
make the documents avail-
able to journalists. The list was
not filed publicly in any of the
courts handling the Madoff
case, and SEC spokesmen
said no decision had been
made as to whether part or all

of the asset disclosure would
ultimately be made public.

Madoff’s attorney, Ira
Sorkin, said his client was
abiding by the court order, but
the attorney would not com-
ment further.

Any Madoff assets disclosed
in the filing or unearthed by
investigators could eventually
be tapped to make restitution
to victims of what authorities
say was a massive Ponzi
scheme.

Madoff’s personal wealth is
said to be substantial. He had
mansions in the Hamptons
and Palm Beach, Fla., a pent-
house in Manhattan and a
handful of luxury yachts. His
firm operated proprietary
stock trading desks in New
York and London that were
supposedly investing the fam-
ily’s vast fortune.

By Mike Stobbe
Associated Press writer

ATLANTA — A smoking
ban in one Colorado city led
to a dramatic drop in heart
attack hospitalizations within
three years, a sign of just how
serious a health threat sec-
ondhand smoke is, govern-
ment researchers said
Wednesday.

The study, the longest-run-
ning of its kind, showed the
rate of hospitalized cases
dropped 41 percent in the
three years after the ban of
workplace smoking in Pueblo,
Colo., took effect. There was
no such drop in two neigh-
boring areas, and researchers
believe it’s a clear sign the ban
was responsible.

The study suggests that sec-
ondhand smoke may be a ter-
rible and under-recognized
cause of heart attack deaths in

this country, said one of its
authors, Terry Pechacek of the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

At least eight earlier studies
have linked smoking bans to
decreased heart attacks, but
none ran as long as three
years. The new study looked
at heart attack hospitaliza-
tions for three years following
the July 1, 2003 enactment of
Pueblo’s ban, and found
declines as great or greater
than those in earlier research.

“This study is very dramat-
ic,’’ said Dr. Michael Thun, a
researcher with the American
Cancer Society.

“This is now the ninth
study, so it is clear that
smoke-free laws are one of
the most effective and cost-
effective to reduce heart
attacks,’’ said Thun, who was
not involved in the CDC study
released Thursday.

Smoking bans are designed
not only to cut smoking rates
but also to reduce second-
hand tobacco smoke. It is a
widely recognized cause of
lung cancer, but its effect on
heart disease can be more
immediate. It not only dam-
ages the lining of blood ves-
sels, but also increases the
kind of blood clotting that
leads to heart attacks.
Reducing exposure to smoke
can quickly cut the risk of
clotting, some experts said.

“You remove the final one
or two links in the chain’’ of
events leading to a heart
attack, Thun said.

Secondhand smoke causes
an estimated 46,000 heart dis-
ease deaths and about 3,000
lung cancer deaths among
nonsmokers each year,
according to statistics cited by
the CDC.

In the new study,

researchers reviewed hospital
admissions for heart attacks
in Pueblo. Patients were clas-
sified by ZIP codes. They then
looked at the same data for
two nearby areas that did not
have bans — the area of
Pueblo County outside the
city and for El Paso County.

In Pueblo, the rate of heart
attacks dropped from 257 per
100,000 people before the ban
to 152 per 100,000 in the three
years afterward. There were
no significant changes in the
two other areas.

“The need for protection
from secondhand smoke in
all workplaces and public
places has never been clear-
er,’’ said Matthew Myers of the
Campaign for Tobacco-Free
Kids, in a prepared statement.
He is president of the
Washington, D.C.-based
advocacy organization.

But the study had limita-

tions: It assumed declines in
the amount of secondhand
smoke in Pueblo buildings
after the ban, but did not try
to measure that. The
researchers also did not sort

out which heart attack
patients were smokers and
which were not, so it’s unclear
how much of the decline can
be attributed to reduced sec-
ondhand smoke.
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What’s Better 

Than a Sale?

FREE PAD!

FREE INSTALLATION!

Twin Falls ~ 326 2nd Avenue S.

PHONE: 734-6015
*On all products. Subject to credit approval. Financing provided by CitiFinancial Retail Services Division of Citicorp Trust Bank• fsb. Finance charges begin to accrue at the 
time of purchase. No monthly payments required during the promotional period. Payment of amount financed in full must be received prior to the expiration of the promotional 
period in order for accrued finance charges to be waived. Otherwise• accrued finance charges will be assessed to the account. Standard rate 24% APR. Default rate 26.99% 
APR. Minimum finance charge $.50. See Cardholder Agreement for details. Available for a limited time only at participating dealers. See store for details. Not responsible for 
typographical errors. Not all products available at all locations. Photos for demonstration purposes only. †See actual warranties at store for details.

Purchase any gorgeous, durable ‘Lees for Living’ 
Carpet with an exclusive 25 year NO EXCLUSIONSNO EXCLUSIONS 

Stain Warranty & receive FREE PAD & INSTALLATIONFREE PAD & INSTALLATION 
and 3 YEAR NO INTEREST FINANCING.

*Basic installation only. Gold Rush pad w/ offer.

o.a.c

TITANIUM
SERIESWarranty

WEAR

25
YEARS

REPLACEMENT
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DAYS

NO EXCLUSIONS

STAIN RESISTANCE

25
YEARS

INSTALLATION

LIFE
OF CARPET

TEXTURE

RETENTION

15
YEARS

The exclusive “NO EXCLUSIONS” ULTRA 25® Stain Warranty 

covers stains other carpet warranties don’t: pet stains, grease, 

mustard, coffee, cola, and many other different stains.

LIMITED 

TIME 

ONLY!

Beautiful Natural 
Hardwood Flooring
• Solid Oak  3/4” (3 Colors)

• Hickory w/ Lots of Character
 3/8” Engineered (dimensionally stable)

• Pecan 3/8” Engineered (warm & homey)

Starting at $799 sq ft. 
(In Stock)

Porcelain, Stone, Tile
12x12, 18x18, 20x20

 Earthtones & Designer Colors

Starting at $.99 sq ft. 
(In Stock)

Practical, Beautiful 
Vinyl Flooring

Congoleum, Mannington, 
Earthscapes

Starting at $999 sq yd. 
(In Stock)

FREE CARPET PAD with any carpet purchase!

h is individual has been classii ed 

as a HIGH RISK OFFENDER 

by the Idaho Sex Of ender 

Classii cation Board.

Name:

Paul Cassell

Address:

141 Rose St. North 

Twin Falls

Twin Falls County 
Sherif ’s Oi  ce

Conviction: Statutory Rape

Stay Near, Go Far

COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN IDAHOCOLLEGE OF SOUTHERN IDAHO

www.csi.edu

Twin Falls area applicants, 
contact Jill Chestnut at 732-6731 

or jchestnut@csi.edu. 
Mini-Cassia area applicants, 
contact Annette Braegger at 

678-1400 or abraegger@csi.edu.

Certifi ed Nursing Assistant (CNA)
classes start the weeks of Jan. 20th & March 3rd.start the weeks of Jan. 20th & March 3rd.sses

Day and evening classes at CSI’s Twin 
Falls and Burley campuses. Turn your 
caring for people into a health care 

career in as little as 8 weeks for $425*.

678 1400 or abraegger@csi.edu.

*Payment must be received at the time of class   
registration.

UNIFORM
STATION& 

671 Filer Ave.,  Twin Falls • 736-1640
www.sneakerworldanduniforms.com
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ENTIRE
INVENTORY
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For obituary rates and information, call
735-3266 Monday through Saturday.

Deadline is 3 p.m. for next-day publication.
The e-mail address for obituaries is

obits@magicvalley.com. Death notices are a
free service and can be placed until 4 p.m.

every day. To view or submit obituaries
online, or to place a message in an individual
online guestbook, go to www.magicvalley.com

and click on “Obituaries.”

After a courageous battle
with cancer, Nana went to
heaven Monday, Dec. 29,
2008. She fought longer and
harder than
most would
have dared,
and we are so
proud of her.

Sandy was
born May 11,
1954, in Twin
Falls, to John
and Jean
McBride. While growing up
in Twin Falls, she enjoyed
camping, fishing, water ski-
ing and trips to Yellowstone
with her Dad, Mom, sisters
and brother. She graduated
from Twin Falls High School
in 1972 and later attended
the College of Southern
Idaho, where she earned a
degree in computerized
bookkeeping.

Sandy married her soul
mate, Jack Allen on June 14,
1971. They have two daugh-
ters, Cierra Jordan and
Amanda Jo; son-in-law,
David Coach; and 10 grand-
children, Nicole, Sara,
Melanie, April, Dakota, Alize,
Christopher, Jarrod, Lil’ Dave
and Jeffrey Coach. Sandy
loved to go camping, ride
motorcycles and spend time
with her family. Her children
and grandchildren made her
the most happy. She loved
life and gave whatever she
could to whoever needed it.

Sandy is survived by her
husband of 37 years, Jack;
her children and grandchil-

dren; her parents; her sisters,
Debbie (Tim) Hine and Jan
(Jim) Churchman; her broth-
er, John (Tina) McBride; and
numerous nieces, nephews,
uncles, aunts and cousins.
So many people were “fami-
ly” to Sandy — please know
that she loved you all.

The family wishes to thank
Dr. Symington and the staff
at MSTI for their exceptional
care and compassion. With
your help and her strong
determination, we were
given so much extra and pre-
cious time with Sandy. Let
her be an inspiration to you
all and keep up the fight.

We would like to make a
memory book for Sandy’s
children and grandchildren;
if you would like to con-
tribute a memory or photo, it
will be greatly appreciated.

A celebration of Sandy’s
life will be held at 3 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 2, at Reynolds
Funeral Chapel, 2466
Addison Ave. E. in Twin Falls,
with Pastor Dale Metzger
officiating. Friends may call
from 2 p.m. until the time of
the service Friday at
Reynolds Chapel. A recep-
tion and continued celebra-
tion of Sandy’s life will follow.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly suggests memorials be
given in Sandy’s name to
MSTI. Contributions may be
given to funeral chapel at the
service or mailed to
Reynolds Funeral Chapel,
P.O. Box 1142, Twin Falls, ID
83301.

Sandra ‘Sandy’ Lynn Allen
Shirley Jean Adams

Mulder, 79, of Twin Falls,
passed away quietly with her
family by her side Tuesday,
Dec. 30,
2008, at St.
Luke’s Magic
V a l l e y
M e d i c a l
Center.

Shirley was
born Aug. 25,
1929, in Twin
Falls, the
daughter of Ethel and Duane
Adams. Shirley was a gradu-
ate of the Twin Falls High
School Class of 1947. She
married Harold W. Mulder on
Nov. 8, 1947. She worked for
the Twin Falls School District
for 28 years.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 61 years, Harold
Mulder; two children, Kelly
(Willie) Washington of
Goodyear, Ariz., and Mark
Mulder of Twin Falls; and
three grandchildren, Kiah
Washington of Arizona,
Mackenzee Mulder of Boise
and Alex (Elizabeth) Mulder
of Boise. She was preceded in
death by her parents, Duane
in 1948 and Ethel Mary in
1995. The family suggests
memorials be made to the
Twin Falls Public Library
Foundation.

No service will be held at
her request. Cremation is
under the direction of White
Mortuary “Chapel by the
Park” in Twin Falls.

Shirley Jean Adams Mulder

BUHL — Dale V. Olson, age
69, of Buhl, passed away
Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2008, at his
residence.

Dale was
born Sept.
22, 1939, in
Ely, Nev., the
son of
Merlyne D.
and Ella
W o n e b e r g
Olson. He
was raised
and received his education in
Buhl. He enlisted in the U.S.
Army in 1956, where he
served until his discharge in
1959. While serving in the
military, he married Ruby
Bean on July 5, 1957, in Buhl.
The couple resided in various
locations prior to returning
to Buhl in 1984, where Dale
was employed as a fabricator
at various manufacturing
plants prior to owning and
operating his own business,

Dale Olson Mfg. Co., which
he started in 1998. Dale
enjoyed the outdoors, hang
gliding and motorcycle trail
riding, among other adven-
tures.

Survivors include his wife,
Ruby of Buhl; three sons, Ron
(Rose), Merlyne (Rebecca)
and Scott; three daughters,
Julie (Doug) Wright, Sheila
Calton and Anita (Alan)
Elwood; three brothers, Gary
Olson and Dennis and Steve
Cramer; 11 grandchildren;
and three great-grandsons.
He was preceded in death by
his parents and a daughter,
Jackie.

The funeral will be con-
ducted at 11 a.m. Friday, Jan.
2, at Calvary Chapel in Buhl.
Visitation for family and
friends will be from 10 a.m.
until service time at the
church. Farmer Funeral
Chapel in Buhl is in charge of
arrangements.

Dale V. Olson

WillaDean Nielsen, 80, our
beloved wife, mother and
grandmother, returned back
to her Heavenly Father on
Monday, Dec. 29, 2008, at St.
Luke’s Magic Valley Medical
Center in the
presence of
her family.
She suffered
from compli-
cations due
to a stroke.

WillaDean
was born
Aug. 29, 1928, in Oakley, to
Ezra and Maude Clark. She
was the youngest of four chil-
dren. She attended school in
Oakley. She was very
involved in dance, drama
and speech. She was the stu-
dent body president and
valedictorian of her graduat-
ing class. After high school,
she attended Utah State
University where she
majored in dance and
drama. She was a popular
choreographer and won sev-
eral awards for her work
while attending college.

During her first year at
Utah State, she attended a
dance where she was rather
impressed with the ballroom
dancing ability of a hand-
some young man named
Dan. That first dance would
not be their last as they
courted for three years and
were then married in the Salt
Lake Temple on Sept. 14,
1949. After a time, children
were a blessing to their
home, two boys and a girl,
Teresa, who passed away just
three days after she was
born. They would later adopt
another little girl who they
named Pam. Sadly, Pam was
suddenly taken from them in
a tragic accident when she
was just 15.

WillaDean’s passion for
dance continued as she and
Dan eventually settled in
Twin Falls. Dancing since she
was 3 years old, WillaDean
was able to draw from much
experience as she opened
her own studio, Nielsen
School of Dance, which she
owned and operated for 52
years. She was the founder of
the competition performing
group, The Stargazer Dance
Company, which evolved
into a national award winner.
She was regionally known for
having outstanding recitals
with wonderful choreogra-
phy, lighting and costumes.
She was able to touch the
lives of thousands of individ-
uals through her love of

dance. Her legacy of dance
will forever continue as she
has passed her passion on to
others. She was able to teach
that dance was not just an
outer expression of physical
movement but a resonance
of inner feelings and the soul.
Thus, she was often heard to
say, “To dance is to live.”

WillaDean enjoyed travel-
ing, cruising and spending
time with her family and
friends at the cabins. She
enjoyed hosting parties and
small get-togethers at her
home. She had a very caring
and bright personality. Her
smile and laugh were conta-
gious and she always took an
active interest in others. She
had a special love for this
time of year, the Christmas
season. She enjoyed the
food, decorations, music,
lights and especially giving
gifts to others as she cele-
brated the birth of Jesus
Christ.

WillaDean was a member
of the 6th Ward in the Twin
Falls West Stake. She served
in the church for many years.
She was called to be a stake,
regional, area and general
dance director along with her
husband. She also served as a
Primary, Sunday school cho-
rister and visiting teacher.

WillaDean was preceded
in death by her father, Ezra
Clark; her mother, Maude
Clark; and her sisters, Raida
Clark and Rosemary
McKinnon. Her two daugh-
ters, Teresa and Pam, also
welcomed her home as they
are again able to embrace
and dance with their mother.

WillaDean will be greatly
missed by her husband, Dan
Nielsen; her sons Kim and
Trent; her daughter-in-law,
Pam; her brother, David
Clark; her grandchildren,
Jamie (Jarom), Brandon
(Aubrey), Blake and Jazlyn; as
well as her seven great-
grandchildren, Alexis, Lydia,
Brynlee, Kayla, Nathan,
Addison and Bryce.

The funeral will be held at
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 3, at the
Harrison Street LDS Stake
Center, with a viewing pre-
ceding from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m. A viewing for family and
friends will take place from 4
to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2, at
White Mortuary. Burial will
follow the funeral at Sunset
Memorial Park. A WillaDean
Nielsen Memorial Dance
scholarship fund is being set
up. Contributions can be left
with any family member.

WillaDean Nielsen

BUHL — Ronald M. Potts,
79, passed away Wednesday,
Dec. 24, 2008, at his home in
Buhl from ALS (Lou Gehrig
Disease).

Ron was born Oct. 16, 1929,
to Ornie and Thelma Potts in
Spokane, Wash. The Potts
moved to Imperial Beach,
Calif., where Ron graduated
from Chula Vista High School
and enrolled in San Diego
State College for industrial
engineering for two years. He
was a member of Theta Chi
Fraternity. Ron enlisted in the
Air Force, received training
for a vocational guidance
counselor at the University of
Denver, then went to
Lackland Air Force Base in
San Antonio, Texas, for three
years. Returning to San Diego
State, he earned a bachelor’s
degree in personnel manage-
ment. Ron worked for
Goodyear Rubber Company,
Uniroyal and North
American Rockwell in Los
Angeles.

In 1970, Ron went to work
for AMF Voit in Santa Ana,
Calif., as chief industrial engi-
neer, earning an MBA from
Pepperdine. He became AMF
Voit’s overseas operational
manager in Shanghai, China,
and Mexico City where Voit
had sporting goods factories.
In his travels, he covered
more than a dozen countries
and four continents. When
AMF Voit closed, Ron resur-
rected a consulting company,

Engineered Facilities Inc.,
that he and friends had start-
ed and continued to make
sporting goods machinery for
foreign countries and supply-
ing inflated sports balls to
school districts and large
companies throughout the
United States.

Retiring to Buhl in 1993
didn’t last long as he went to
work for Spears
Manufacturing in Jerome in
the quality control depart-
ment. In 2002, he accepted
the job as executive director
of the Buhl Chamber of
Commerce. Ron had experi-
ence in community service
for the city of Mission Viejo,
Calif., and the Boy Scouts of
America. He was a member
of Professional Engineers and
a California State Rifle team
member. He was a licensed
pilot, sailboat skipper, golfer,
bowler, SCUBA diver, avid
reader and a member of the
Buhl Citizens On Patrol.

Ron is survived by his wife,
Mary Lou of Buhl; and chil-
dren, Loreen Binns and Kevin
Potts, both of Mission Viejo,
Calif.; stepsons, Brian
Brodine of Buhl and Barry
Brodine of Columbus, Ohio;
and a sister, Mary Jean Smith
of Hotchkiss, Colo.

Cremation arrangements
were under the direction of
Parke’s Magic Valley Funeral
Home and Crematory in Twin
Falls. No local service is
planned.

Ronald M. Potts
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Fritz Kippes, H.I.S.

Don’t miss the sounds of the Holidays
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Thomas H. House
BURLEY — Thomas Howard House, 51, of Burley, died

Saturday, Dec. 27, 2008, at his home.
A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 3, at

the Paul United Methodist Church, 127 W. Clark St.
(Rasmussen Funeral Home in Burley).

Jean Stimpson
BURLEY — Jean Stimpson, 92, of Burley and formerly of

Nampa, died Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2008, at an assisted living facil-
ity in Burley.

The funeral will be held at 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 5, at the
Nampa LDS 17th Ward Church, 607 W. Locust Lane; visitation
from noon to 12:45 p.m. Monday at the church (Alsip &
Persons Funeral Chapel in Nampa, 466-3545).

Ruby Hernandez of Twin
Falls, Mass of Christian
Burial at 11 a.m. Friday at St.
Edwards Catholic Church,
161 Sixth Ave. E. in Twin Falls;
holy rosary at 6 p.m. today at
Parke’s Magic Valley Funeral
Home, 2551 Kimberly Road
in Twin Falls.

Lois Elaine Sewell
Stephenson of Rupert, funer-
al at 11 a.m. Friday at the
Rupert LDS Stake Center, 324
E. 18th St.; visitation from 10
to 10:45 a.m. Friday at the
church (Rasmussen Funeral
Home in Burley).

Opal Mae Skaggs Lambing
McNutt of Twin Falls, memo-
rial service at 1 p.m. Friday at
White Mortuary in Twin Falls.

Irene M. Moses of Wendell,
funeral at 2 p.m. Friday at the
Wendell LDS Church, 605 N.
Idaho St.; visitation one hour
before the funeral Friday at
the church (Farnsworth
Mortuary in Jerome).

Robert Frank “Bob”
Anderson of Twin Falls,
graveside service at 2 p.m.
Friday at the Elmwood
Cemetery in Gooding; visita-
tion from noon until 1 p.m.
Friday at Demaray Funeral
Chapel in Gooding (Serenity
Funeral Chapel in Twin
Falls).

Marie Blacker Green of
Burley, funeral at 11 a.m.
Saturday at the Burley 2nd
and 4th wards LDS Church,
515 E. 16th St.; visitation
from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at
Rasmussen Funeral Home,
1350 E. 16th St. in Burley, and

10 to 10:45 a.m. Saturday at
the church.

John “Jack” L. Rasmussen
of Twin Falls, funeral at 11
a.m. Saturday at the Twin
Falls Reformed Church; visi-
tation from 9 to 10 a.m.
Saturday at the church
(White Mortuary in Twin
Falls).

Marjorie Lee Glenn
Newman of Rupert, service
at 2 p.m. Saturday at the
Rupert United Methodist
Church on the corner of Sixth
and H streets (Hansen
Mortuary Rupert Chapel).

Valeria Hobdey of
Gooding, memorial service
at 5 p.m. Saturday at the
LDS Church in Gooding
(Demaray Funeral Service,
Gooding Chapel).

Rudy Frank Prudek of
Castleford, funeral at 11 a.m.
Monday at Farmer Funeral
Chapel in Buhl; visitation
one hour before the funeral
Monday at the mortuary.

Marjorie Eleanor Renfrow
of Mesquite, Nev., and for-
merly of Wendell, memorial
service at 2 p.m. Monday at
the Mesquite United
Methodist Church in
Mesquite, Nev. (Virgin Valley
Mortuary in Mesquite, Nev.)

Elsie Jane Cummins of
Nuevo, Calif., and formerly of
Jerome, graveside service at
11 a.m. Tuesday at the
Wendell Cemetery; visitation
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Tuesday
at Hove-Robertson Funeral
Chapel in Jerome.

AIDS skeptic
Christine Maggiore
dies in LA at age 52

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Christine Maggiore, an
activist who vehemently
denied that HIV causes
AIDS, declined to take anti-
AIDS drugs and sued Los
Angeles County for stating
that her 3-year-old daughter
succumbed to AIDS-related
pneumonia, has died. She
was 52.

Maggiore died at her Van
Nuys home on Saturday. She
had been treated for pneu-
monia in the past six
months, but her official
cause of death was pending,
county coroner Assistant
Chief Ed Winter said
Tuesday.

He said it was unclear
whether her death was
AIDS-related. She was diag-
nosed with human immun-
odeficiency virus in 1992.

A call to her home seeking
comment from her husband,
Robert Scovill, was not
answered.

For a year after her diagno-
sis, Maggiore was a volunteer
at AIDS shelters and spoke
about the risks of the virus at
health fairs and schools. She
began to change her views in
1993 when she had more
HIV tests that gave contra-

dictory results, some nega-
tive and some positive.

“The more I read, the more
I became convinced that
AIDS research had jumped
on a bandwagon that was
headed in the wrong direc-
tion,’’ she wrote on the Web
site of her nonprofit organi-
zation, Alive & Well AIDS
Alternatives.

She was heavily influ-
enced by Peter Duesberg, a
biology professor at the
University of California,
Berkeley. Duesberg argues
that AIDS is caused not by
HIV, but by long-term con-
sumption of recreational
drugs or even AZT, a com-
pound used in AIDS treat-
ment.

Maggiore founded her
nonprofit organization,
which challenges main-
stream medical views about
the causes and treatment of
AIDS. She wrote a book,
“What If Everything You
Thought About AIDS Was
Wrong,’’ and appeared on
national television to pro-
mote her view that pregnan-
cy, alcoholism, drug use and
even common viral infec-
tions could cause false posi-
tives on HIV tests.

David Kagon, 90, lawyer
in ‘Palimony’ case, dies
By Elaine Woo
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — David
Kagon, the attorney who
ultimately defeated a noto-
rious “palimony’’ case
against his client, Oscar-
winning actor Lee Marvin,
after a decade-long legal
battle, died Dec. 20 at his
Malibu home following a
short illness. He was 90.

Kagon represented
Marvin at the 1979 trial in
which the actor’s former
live-in companion, Michelle
Triola Marvin, sought half of
the $3.6 million the actor
earned during their six-year
relationship.

A Los Angeles Superior
Court judge rejected her
claims, ruling that there was
neither an express or
implicit contract obligating
the actor to share his wealth
with Triola Marvin, a former

singer and dancer who
legally changed her last
name even though she and
Marvin were never married.

Under the legal principle
of “equitable remedy,’’ how-
ever, the judge awarded her
$104,000 so that she could
learn new job skills. Marvin
Mitchelson, the celebrated
divorce attorney who pio-
neered the right to palimo-
ny and represented Triola
Marvin, proclaimed victory
on her behalf.

Kagon called the award “a
magnanimous gesture by a
humane and compassion-
ate judge’’ but insisted that
Triola Marvin did not win
the case. “It would be whol-
ly unreasonable to consider
her a successful party in the
Marvin case,’’ he told The
Associated Press in 1979,
“when she decisively lost on
each and every point of her
complaint.’’
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Rejecting calls for truce, Israel sends more troops to Gaza border
By Ibrahim Barzak 
and Jason Keyser
Associated Press writers

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip —
Israel sent more troops to the
Gaza border Wednesday, rap-
idly moving forward with
preparations for a possible
ground offensive as the next
stage of its military assault on
the coastal territory’s Hamas
rulers.

Israel rebuffed calls by world
leaders for a truce, and Hamas
also was cold to a cease-fire.

Instead, both intensified
their fire. Israel bombed a
mosque that it said was used to
store rockets as well as vital
smuggling tunnels along the
Egyptian border, and the
Islamic militants hammered
southern Israeli cities with
about 60 rockets.

Israeli troops trudged
between dozens of tanks in
muddy, rain-sodden fields out-
side Gaza, assembling equip-
ment, cleaning weapons and
tank barrels. Their command-
ers moved forward with prepa-
rations for a ground operation,
said an Israeli defense official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because of the sen-
sitive nature of the informa-
tion.

The U.N. Security Council
scheduled emergency consul-
tations Wednesday night to
discuss an Arab request for a
legally binding and enforce-
able resolution to ensure an
immediate cease-fire in Gaza.
Egyptian Ambassador Maged
Abdelaziz said he was on
instructions from Arab League
foreign ministers who met in
Cairo.

Diplomatic efforts by U.S.,
European and Middle Eastern
leaders appeared to be having
little effect. A French proposal
for a 48-hour cease-fire to
allow humanitarian supplies
into Gaza failed to gain trac-
tion. Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert said the time was
not ripe to consider it.

A separate proposal by
Turkey and Egypt, two of
Israel’s few allies in the Muslim
world, also seemed to be
attracting little serious study in
Israel or Gaza, where Hamas
leaders dismissed talk of a
truce.

With a shrinking number of
targets to hit from the air and
top Hamas leaders deep in hid-
ing, a ground operation
seemed all the more likely. In
five days of raids, Israeli war-
planes carried out about 500
sorties against Hamas targets
and helicopters flew hundreds
more combat missions, a sen-
ior Israeli military officer said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity in line with military
regulations.

The government has
approved the call-up of more
than 9,000 reserve soldiers.
Heavy rain clouds cover that
could hinder ground forces
were expected to lift today.

U.N. humanitarian chief
John Holmes said the death toll
was estimated at 320-390 and
the number of injured at 1,500-
1,900. Between 20 percent and
25 percent of the dead are
either women or children, said
Karen Abu Zayd, U.N. Relief
and Works Agency commis-
sioner.

Hamas says some 200 uni-
formed members of its security
forces have been killed, and
the U.N. says at least 60
Palestinian civilians have died.

In Israel, three civilians and a
soldier have been killed by
rocket fire, which has reached
deeper into Israel than ever.
The sites of the missile hits
have drawn curious crowds.

In the Negev desert city of
Beersheba, people visited a
school where a rocket made a
direct hit Tuesday evening,
slamming through the ceiling
and showering debris on stu-
dents’ desks. A visitor illumi-
nated by a shaft of light
through the hole in the roof
said with some astonishment,
“This is my daughter’s seat.’’

In Gaza, the sites of airstrikes
have also attracted the curious
and the defiant, including a
Palestinian man who planted a
green Hamas flag atop a
mound of debris at a flattened
mosque, its minaret still
thrusting toward a stormy sky.

The Israeli military, which
leveled the mosque
Wednesday, said that it was
being used as a missile storage
site and that the bombs
dropped on it set off secondary
explosions. It was the fifth
mosque hit in the campaign.

The chief of Israel’s internal
security services, Yuval Diskin,
told a government meeting

that Hamas members had hid-
den inside mosques, believing
they would be safe from
airstrikes and using them as
command centers, according
to an Israeli security official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity. 

Other militants were hiding
in hospitals, some disguised as
doctors and nurses, Diskin
said, according to the official.

Echoing Israel’s cool
response to truce proposals, a
senior Hamas leader with ties
to its military wing said that

now was not the right time to
call off the fight. Hamas was
unhappy with the six-month
truce that ended just before the
fighting began because it didn’t
result in an easing of Israel’s
crippling economic blockade
of Gaza.

Hamas spokesman Taher
Nunu said that although
Hamas leaders had been driv-
en underground, the Gaza
government was functioning
and had met in the past few
days.

“What our people want is

clear: an immediate stop to all
kinds of aggression, the end of
the siege by all means, the
opening of all border cross-
ings, and international guar-
antees that the occupation
will not renew this terrorist
war again,’’ Nunu said.

At Furniture and Appliance Outlet
We are clearing merchandise to the bare walls!

TOTAL HOME CLEARANCETOTAL HOME CLEARANCE

What a great way to start 

the New Year! 

Take advantage of the 

HUGE savings, going on 

now at 

FURNITURE & APPLIANCE 

OUTLET.
We’re pulling out all the 

stops with HUGE price 

reductions for this sale!

It’s all yours starting on 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26

9 AM - 6 PM

Hurry in for the 

best selections!

It’s like fi nding treasures!

The most important price 

reductions you’ve ever seen on 

each item. Buy now and save.

THAT ENTIRE HOUSEFUL 

OF FURNITURE CAN BE 

YOURS. BUY 2, 3, OR 4 

ROOMS OF 

FURNITURE AND SAVE 

HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS!

ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS, 

TV STANDS, VARIOUS SIZES 

OF TV’S, STEREOS

Wall-To-Wall

Value!
WE OFFER 

LEASE TO OWN, 

RETAIL, 

SHORT TERM RENTALS

www.furnitureandapplianceoutlet.com

127 Second Avenue W. • Twin Falls • 736-2622
Mon. - Fri. Hours: 9am to 6pm; Sat. 9am to 5:30pm; Open Sun. Dec. 21st 12pm to 4pm

0%
DOWN

INTEREST

UNTIL

JUNE 2009

That’s Right, We Are Clearing Out Merchandise 
To Make Room For New Merchandise In 2009!

BEDROOM

SETS

$799

7 PC PINE

DINING SETS

$499
Buffet

Hutches

Barstools

Servers

Dressers

Nightstands

Mirrors

Headboards

Sheets

Rails 

Mattresses

Protectors

SOFAS

STARTING AT

$398
End Tables

Loveseats

Recliners

Lamps

Pictures

Ottomans

Curios 4 PC 

LIVING ROOM 

SETS

$799

ALL PICTURES 

& LAMPS

30%

OFF

Arch Lamps

Table Lamps

Floor Lamps

Bev

Doolittle

Judy Larsen

Thomas

Kincaid

SAVE

20%

30%

50%

32” LCD

TV

$699
5 PIECE 

ROUND OAK 

DINING SET

$299

FIRM 

SUPPORT 

MATTRESS & 

BOX KING SET

$399

Recliners

Ottomans 

End tables

Lamps

Coffee Tables 

Loveseats

Closeouts 

Discontinued Items

Lease Returns

New Items
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By Mike Christensen
Times-News writer

All those zones foes have
thrown at the College of
Southern Idaho men’s bas-
ketball this season — they’re
about to be busted.

Your zone buster?
Freshman guard Cheyne
Martin.

Martin became eligible
with the start of winter
semester and will make his
Golden Eagles debut as No.
18 CSI hosts Treasure Valley
Community College tonight
on the opening day of the
James Ray Construction
Shoot Out.

How big is Martin’s inser-
tion into the rotation?

“It’s going to be huge,”
said CSI head coach Steve
Gosar. “It’s going to be a big
help for us, just because it’s
going to stretch that zone a
little bit. People are going to
have to step out and guard
him and that’s going to cre-
ate lanes for Chuck (Odum),
Jamelle (Barrett) and Byago
(Diouf) and guys that can
get into the paint and make
things happen.

“It’s also going to really
make it easier for Daequon
(Montreal) and Jay (Watkins)
and Aziz (Ndiaye) and
Romario (Souza) to get post
touches because they’re not
going to have a guy sitting
on their lap.”

Martin has been licking
his chops on the sidelines
during the first 12 games of
the season as one opponent

after another used a packed-
in zone to defend a CSI team
lacking a consistent outside
threat.

“I sit on the bench and see
these zones, and I look for-
ward to playing against
that,” said Martin. “If we

move the ball inside and
throw it back out for a nice
open shot, I’ll be ready to hit
that every time.”

The 6-foot-1 sharpshooter
out of Laguna Beach High
School in California actually
signed with Salt Lake

Community College for the
2007-08 season after averag-
ing 30 points, six rebounds
and five assists a game as a
senior. But his stay in Salt
Lake lasted less than two
weeks.

“He just didn’t like his situ-
ation there,” said Gosar.

Martin returned home
and went to work for his
father’s company, not
expecting to get a second
shot at college basketball.
But he started playing a lot
of ball in April and began
looking for a chance at a
local junior college. That’s
when former Salt Lake assis-
tant coach Russ Beck, newly
hired to Gosar’s staff, gave
Martin a call.

After a summer visit,
Martin was sold on CSI and
Gosar was sold on Martin.

“When we brought him up
on the visit, he was exactly
like Russ talked about: a guy
that can really shoot it, cre-
ate his own shot and just
really has some game,” said
Gosar. “He’s got a really good
basketball I.Q.”

As for his first name,
which is pronounced
“Shane,” Martin was named
after professional surfer
Cheyne Horan, of whom
Martin’s mother became a
fan of while attending col-
lege at Brigham Young
University-Hawaii.

Like many of his team-
mates who have come to
Idaho from warmer cli-
mates, winter has been a
rude awakening for Martin.

“I wasn’t expecting it to be
this cold,” he said. “But I’m
getting used to the cold. And
the people are nice, the col-
lege campus is beautiful and
the teachers are nice and
very helpful.”

Martin’s eligibility issues
at CSI stemmed from paper-
work delays following his
withdrawal from Salt Lake

A P ’ S 2 0 0 8  I N R E V I E WTalented big men highlight weekend tourney
By Mike Christensen
Times-News writer

The College of Southern Idaho men
will try to ring in the New Year with a
victory tonight as they play the first of
three games during the James Ray
Construction Shoot Out.

With Scenic West Athletic
Conference play beginning next week-
end, this is the final nonconference
action for the Golden Eagles.

“It’s really good for us,” CSI head
coach Steve Gosar said. “It’s really good
to bring in three quality teams and give
ourselves a little warm-up after the
(holiday) break and see if we can get
back to the level we were at before the
break. Hopefully we won’t miss a bit
and then get ready and geared up for
the league.”

The Golden Eagles will face Treasure
Valley Community College tonight,
then take on Westchester (N.Y.)

Community College on Friday before
tangling with Wyoming’s Sheridan
College on Saturday.

The Chukars are winless on the sea-
son (0-8) despite the outside shooting
of Nick Brothers. While they may not
provide much of a test tonight, CSI will
have its hands full Friday and Saturday
with two of the best JUCO big men in
the country.

The Westcos of Westchester CC (5-3)
are led by 6-foot-11, 235-pound center
Jarrid Famous. Famous is averaging
23.9 points and 11.5 rebounds a game.

“He’s going to be a real test for us,”
said Gosar, who added that Famous
runs the floor well and has good hands.

Westchester will bring a familiar face

James Ray Construction Shoot Out
Today’s games

Westchester CC vs. Sheridan College, 5:30 p.m.
CSI vs. Treasure Valley CC, 7:30 p.m.

Friday’s games

Treasure Valley CC vs. Sheridan College, 5:30 p.m.
CSI vs. Westchester CC, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday’s games

Westchester CC vs. Treasure Valley CC, 5:30 p.m.
CSI vs. Sheridan College, 7:30 p.m.

Note: All CSI games broadcast on 1270 AM and stream live at http:// athletics.csi.edu.

Sharpshooting
freshman
makes CSI
debut tonight

Zone BUSTER

Times-News file photo

College of Southern Idaho freshman guard Cheyne Martin, pictured dur-
ing practice earlier this season, will make his debut today.

AP file photo

Olympic gold medalist Michael Phelps poses in the Belmont Plaza Olympic
Pool in Long Beach, Calif., on Jan. 18, 2008.

Big names, great games
make a year to remember
The Associated Press

The lesson of 2008: the
bigger the stage, the better
the show. All through the
year, the top names and
most-hyped events lived up
to their billing.

From Michael Phelps to
Usain Bolt, from Tiger
Woods to Boston’s new Big
Three, from the Super Bowl
to the Final Four, the stars
always seemed to come out
at exactly the right moment.

“They wanted a show,”
Rocco Mediate said after
Woods beat him on the 91st
hole at the U.S. Open to win
his 14th major, “they got
one.”

Or in Phelps’ case, more
than just one.

The lanky 23-year-old
from Baltimore set his eye
on the most hallowed of all
Olympic marks — Mark
Spitz’s seven gold medals in
a single Summer Games.
And he took it down in spec-
tacular style: Eight gold
medals, seven world records
and more drama than any
reality show.

He won his seventh gold
by the teeniest margin pos-
sible, a mere one-hundredth
of a second. The very next
day, he had to play catch-up
on the third leg in a medley
relay the Americans had
never lost to get No. 8.

“There are moments,”
Phelps said with his typical
understatement, “I’ll never
forget.”

Just as memorable, but a
whole lot faster, were Bolt’s
trio of golds.

We felt a little unsettled
once the grandeur of the
Beijing Games faded, and it
had nothing to do with a
post-Olympic hangover, the
annual dread of a BCS deba-
cle, Brett Favre’s new uni-
form or the knee injury that
turned Tom Brady into a
couch potato.

A Super Bowl that was
expected to be the corona-
tion of Bill Belichick’s New
England Patriots as the
greatest NFL team ever
turned into something even
better, thanks to Eli
Manning and the New York
Giants.

Manning and David Tyree
led the Giants on a frenzied,
frantic, game-winning drive
that gave the Super Bowl its
best finish ever. Ruined the
Patriots’ perfect season, too.

Said Manning, whose per-
formance gave his family
back-to-back Super Bowl
MVPs: “You can’t write a bet-
ter script.”

Maybe not. But that didn’t
keep Memphis and Kansas
from trying in the NCAA
championship game.

The title was going to
Graceland until Memphis
squandered a 9-point lead
with 2:12 left by missing four
free throws down the
stretch. With 2.1 seconds on
the clock and no time-outs,
Mario Chalmers coolly
knocked down a 3 to force
overtime — the first in a title
game since 1997.

Overtime was all Kansas,
as the Jayhawks pulled away
for their first title in 20 years.

Going the (extra) distance
was something of a theme in
2008.

The Philadelphia Phillies
finally got their World Series

title two days after the deci-
sive Game 5 began. Hey,
when a city’s waited 25 years
for a major championship,
what’s a little rain delay?

Dusk had turned to dark
by the time Rafa and Roger’s
epic battle at Wimbledon
was settled, the longest
men’s final in the history of
the 121-year-old tourna-
ment. Only fitting, really.
Deposing a king is never
easy work, and Rafael Nadal
needed a victory over Roger
Federer on a surface other
than clay to prove he truly is
the Swiss master’s equal.

Or maybe better. With his
victory at Wimbledon, along
with a fourth straight French
Open title and gold medal at
the Beijing Olympics, Nadal
broke Federer’s stranglehold
on No. 1.

And then there was Tiger.
Limping his way around

hilly Torrey Pines on a knee
worse than anyone knew,
Woods forced a playoff with
a 12-foot birdie on the final
stroke of regulation. After
blowing a three-shot lead
with eight holes to play, he
sent it into OT again with yet
another birdie on the 18th
hole.

Finally, on the 91st hole,
Woods prevailed. It was his
14th major title, leaving him
just four shy of matching
Jack Nicklaus’ record.

Apparently, it was. Two
days after the Open, he
announced he needed sur-
gery and would miss the rest
of the season, including the
last two majors and the
Ryder Cup.

The Celtics may have hit
the talent motherlode when
they added Kevin Garnett
and Ray Allen to a team that
already had Paul Pierce. But
prolific scorers don’t always
play nice together — too
much ego, not enough ball
— and there was no telling if
Boston’s new Big Three
could work as seamlessly as
the original had.

No worries there. Garnett,
Allen and Pierce were so
unselfish they could give
Miss Manners some tips,
and together they steam-
rolled the Los Angeles
Lakers for Boston’s 17th NBA
title.

For others, 2008 was the
end. Some, like Annika
Sorenstam, Greg Maddux,
Justine Henin and Mike
Mussina, went out on their
own terms.

But nobody compares to
the Bowl Championship
Series, which extended its
whining streak for another
year.

Last year’s title game
between LSU and Ohio State
was a dog — no, SEC, you
can’t add the Buckeyes to the
conference — and the BCS
has all of Texas seeing crim-
son this year. The Longhorns
beat Oklahoma, both teams
ended up in a three-way tie
atop the bruising Big 12
South, yet it’s the Sooners
who will face Florida in the
title game.

Huh?
Add in one-loss USC,

Penn State, Alabama and
Texas Tech, and it’s no won-
der even President-elect
Barack Obama is calling for
a playoff system.

It’s never too early to start
a to-do list for 2009. 

Winning costs a lot more nowadays
C

hristmas Day felt
more like April Fools’
Day for Minico head

volleyball coach Kris
Christensen.

After arriving at her par-
ents’ house to celebrate the
holiday, Christensen
learned of an outlandish
rumor that Minico was
seeking a new volleyball
coach.

“I was totally floored,”
Christensen said. “I had no
idea where that was coming
from.”

“I’m not quitting. I love
what I do,” Christensen
said.

As the only sports writer
covering the Mini-Cassia
area, I was also surprised to
hear this news. So I did
what any respectable and
ethical reporter would do: I

went straight to the source –
which in this case was
Christensen and Minico
athletic director Tim
Perrigot.

“I like Kris. I think she
does a good job with our
girls. As far as I’m con-
cerned, Kris is our coach,”
Perrigot said.

Case closed. Rumor dis-
pelled.

The false information that
Minico is seeking to replace
its volleyball coach

stemmed from a December
meeting of the Minidoka
School Board in which a
parent — who has never
had a child play for the
Spartans, according to
Christensen — voiced con-
cern over the direction of
the program. That one com-
plaint was translated into a
job opening, according a
headline in a weekly news-
paper.

If anyone has a complaint
regarding a high school
coach, there is a course of
action and proper way to
handle it. Spouting off at a
school board meeting is not
it.

As for Minico volleyball,
even Christensen admits,
“Our program isn’t where
we want it to be right now,
but we’re getting there. With

everyone’s support, I think
we can get the program to
where we’d all like to have
it.”

With Christensen at the
helm, the Spartans have
made one state tournament
appearance in five seasons.
However, the Spartans
made positive strides last
season with a 4-9 record,
with a handful of those loss-
es coming in tight matches.
The immediate future looks
bright with five varsity play-
ers returning next year.

Christensen has 13 years
of coaching experience.
Assistant coach Lindsay
Hurst played at Weber State,
where she learned from the
legendary Al Givens, one of
the most respected and

RYAN

HOWE

Please see TOURNEY, Page D4

Please see HOWE, Page D4

Please see MARTIN, Page D4 
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Pitt holds off
Rutgers’ upset bid

PISCATAWAY, N.J. — Sam
Young had 18 points and
Brad Wanamaker scored 13
of his career-high 15 in the
second half to help No. 3
Pittsburgh beat Rutgers 78-
72 on Wednesday in the Big
East opener for both teams.

The Panthers (13-0, 1-0)
kept up their best start since
going 15-0 in the 2005-06
season.

Rutgers led 55-50 midway
through the second half.
Wanamaker then scored five
points in a 9-0 run as the
Panthers pulled away.

Wanamaker led a bench
that outscored Rutgers’
reserves 31-9. Levance Fields
and Gilbert Brown each had
11 points, Jermaine Dixon
added 10 and Tyrell Biggs
had 10 rebounds.

Mike Rosario had 22
points for Rutgers (9-5, 0-1).
Anthony Farmer had 20 and
Corey Chandler 17.

NO. 5 DUKE 92,
LOYOLA (MD.) 51

DURHAM, N.C. — Kyle
Singler scored 20 points to
help fifth-ranked Duke beat
Loyola of Maryland despite
playing much of the game
without starting point guard
Nolan Smith.

Gerald Henderson added
19 points for the Blue Devils
(11-1), who had no trouble
winning their first game after
an 11-day break for
Christmas. But Duke lost
Smith midway through the
first half to an apparent left-
knee injury, leaving the
sophomore to spend most of
the day sitting on the bench
and wearing an ice bag on
his knee.

NO. 10 MICHIGAN STATE 70,
MINNESOTA 58

MINNEAPOLIS — Kalin
Lucas scored a career-high
24 points, Chris Allen added
13 and Michigan State hand-
ed Minnesota its first loss of
the season.

In the Big Ten opener for
both teams, Michigan State
(10-2) wore down Minnesota
by repeatedly attacking the
basket and clogging the lane
defensively. The Spartans
outrebounded the Gophers
49-27 and outscored them
28-18 in the paint.
Meanwhile, Minnesota (12-1)
shot a season-low 39.6-per-
cent from the floor, often set-
tling for long-range jumpers.

UNLV 56, NO. 18 LOUISVILLE 55
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Oscar

Bellfield hit an acrobatic
layup with 16.1 seconds
remaining to lift UNLV to a
stunning win.

Bellfield beat Louisville
center Samardo Samuels to
the basket and banked the
ball over the outstretched
hands of the 6-foot-9 Samuels
to give the Runnin’ Rebels the
lead. Louisville’s Terrence
Williams missed a layup with
three seconds remaining and
UNLV grabbed the rebound

to hold on.

NO. 19 BAYLOR 113, 
JACKSON ST. 78

WACO, Texas — Kevin
Rogers scored 21 and Henry
Dugat had 20 to help No. 19
Baylor beat Jackson State.

LaceDarius Dunn added
16 points and 10 rebounds.
Josh Lomers had 14 points
and Tweety Carter scored 12
for Baylor (12-1). All 12
Baylor players on the roster
had points.

Jeremy Caldwell scored 25
and Grant Maxey had 16 for
Jackson State (1-11).

NO. 22 XAVIER 78, 
ROBERT MORRIS 57

CINCINNATI — Jason
Love scored a career-high 15
points as No. 22 Xavier took
advantage of its size advan-
tage, and freshman guard
Brad Redford scored a
career-high 15 points from
behind the arc Wednesday
night, leading the
Musketeers to a 78-57 victo-
ry over Robert Morris.

WISCONSIN 73, 
NO. 23 MICHIGAN 61

ANN ARBOR, Mich. —
Marcus Landry and Trevon
Hughes each scored 16
points and Wisconsin beat
Michigan.

Jon Leuer added 12 points
for the Badgers (10-3), com-
ing off a five-point loss to
then-No. 9 Texas last week.
Wisconsin has not lost con-
secutive games since falling
to Ohio State and Michigan
State in February 2007.

NO. 24 OHIO STATE 68, IOWA 65
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Jon

Diebler scored a career-high
27 points and Evan Turner
hit three late free throws to
lead Ohio State past Iowa.

In a physical game
between two of the nation’s
top defensive teams, the
Buckeyes (10-1) built an
early lead, lost it, regained it,
and then barely had enough
to hang on at the finish.

— The Associated Press

Vanderbilt wins first bowl game since 1955
NASHVILLE, Tenn. —

Vanderbilt won a bowl game
for the first time in exactly 53
years after Bryant Hahnfeldt
kicked a 45-yard field goal with
3:26 left to beat Boston College
16-14 Wednesday in the Music
City Bowl.

Vanderbilt hadn’t even
played in a bowl since 1982
and the win gave the
Commodores (7-6) their first
winning season since then,
too.

Boston College (9-5)
snapped the nation’s longest
bowl winning streak after eight
straight games in its 10th con-
secutive bowl appearance.
The Eagles also missed a
chance at finishing with at
least 10 wins for a third
straight season.

The Eagles got the ball twice
after Hahnfeldt’s third field
goal, but had to punt the first
time, then Myron Lewis
picked off Dominique Davis
with 1:36 left.

Vanderbilt had some of its
stars of seasons past cheering
from the sideline in Denver
Broncos quarterback Jay
Cutler with offensive lineman
Chris Williams and receiver
Earl Bennett here from the
Chicago Bears. PGA Tour
golfer Brandt Snedeker also
was on hand hoping for his
alma mater’s first bowl win
since the 1955 Gator Bowl.

They didn’t see much
offense against a Boston
College defense that came in
ranked sixth in the nation in
yards allowed and tops in the
country in turnovers recov-
ered. Vandy scored its lone
touchdown when freshman
Sean Richardson fell on a punt
that bounced off the left knee
of BC’s Paul Anderson with
10:35 left in the third.

Officials huddled, then
ruled it a touchdown and a
replay review upheld the deci-
sion.

Vanderbilt played musical
chairs at quarterback, giving
redshirt freshman Larry Smith
his first career start in the pro-
gram’s biggest game in
decades. Chris Nickson also
played, and Mackenzi Adams
even got in for one play — on
which he was roughed by
Eagles linebacker Mark
Herzlich to help set up
Hahnfeldt’s winning kick.

Herzlich, the Atlantic Coast
Conference’s defensive player
of the year, also was flagged for
a face mask on that game-win-
ning drive for Vanderbilt. His
two penalties provided 30 of
the 48 yards in that drive.

The difference came from
Vandy punter Brett Upson.
The bowl MVP averaged 42.6
yards on nine punts with a
long of 58. A Vanderbilt
defense that ranked second in
the Southeastern Conference
for interceptions had two
more picks for the game’s only
turnovers.

Davis, in only his third
career start, put the Eagles up

14-13 with a 55-yard TD pass
to Colin Larmond Jr. with 6:38
remaining.

SUN BOWL
OREGON ST. 3, PITTSBURGH 0
EL PASO, Texas — In the

lowest-scoring major bowl
game in a half-century, Justin
Kahut’s 44-yard field goal late
in the first half gave the No. 24
Beavers the victory.

The defensive struggle
included 20 punts and nine
sacks. Pitt kicker Connor Lee
tried a 58-yard field goal in the
closing minutes but the ball,
helped by a steady wind,
dropped just short of the
crossbar.

Not since Air Force and TCU
played to 0-0 standoff in the
Cotton Bowl on Jan. 1, 1959,
had a bowl produced so few
points.

The Beavers (9-4) improved
to 5-0 in bowls since Mike
Riley began his second stint
as their coach in 2003. Pitt (9-
4), ranked No. 18, managed
just 178 total yards.

It was the lowest-scoring
Sun Bowl since a scoreless tie
in 1940 between Catholic and
Arizona State.

Pitt, making its first bowl
appearance since the 2004

season and the first under
coach Dave Wanndstedt, led
the Big East in scoring this
season, averaging 29.3 points
per game.

But there was no sign of
offense this time, not with
standout tailback LeSean
McCoy held to 85 yards rush-
ing. Quarterback Bill Stull was
7-for-24 for 52 yards with one
interception.

The Beavers played without
their spectacular brothers,
tailback Jacquizz Rodgers and
receiver James Rodgers, both
out with shoulder injuries.

Reserve tailback Jeremy
Francis had 76 yards rushing
and Lyle Moevao was 21-for-
42 for 193 yards passing with
two interceptions. 

ARMED FORCES BOWL
HOUSTON 34, AIR FORCE 28
FORT WORTH, Texas —

Houston coach Kevin Sumlin
doesn’t have to hear any more
about that nearly three-
decade postseason winless
drought for the Cougars.

It’s finally over.
Case Keenum ran for two

touchdowns and threw for
another and the Cougars
wrapped up Sumlin’s first sea-
son with their first bowl victo-

ry since 1980.
Houston (8-5) ended an

eight-game bowl losing
streak, avoiding a record the
Cougars didn’t want to share
with Notre Dame. The Irish
won the Hawaii Bowl last
week to end their NCAA-
record bowl losing streak at
nine.

In a rematch of a hurri-
cane-disrupted game 3½
months ago that Air Force
won, Houston never trailed
after the Falcons fumbled the
opening kickoff and Bryce
Beall scored on a 1-yard run
only 1½ minutes into the
game.

But the Cougars had to
overcome two fourth-quarter
turnovers, including a fumble
at the goal line by Beall, the
freshman who ran for 135
yards on 22 carries.

Keenum was 22-of-33 pass-
ing for 252 yards. It ended his
streak of 13 consecutive 300-
yard games, but he still
became only the second
Houston quarterback to
throw for more than 5,000
yards in a season.

His 5,020 yards is second
only to David Klingler’s 5,140
in 1990. 

— The Associated Press

AP photo

Vanderbilt kicker Bryant Hahnfeldt (8) and holder Thomas Carroll (50) celebrate Hahnfeldt’s 45-yard field goal

against Boston College in the fourth quarter of the Music City Bowl in Nashville, Tenn., Wednesday.

Gamecocks look to get back on track with Outback Bowl victory
Today’s Bowl Games

Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

South Carolina (7-5) vs.
Iowa (8-4), 9 a.m. (ESPN)
Line: Iowa by 4.
Series Record: First meet-

ing.
What’s At

Stake: South
C a r o l i n a ,
which lost its
last two

games of the regular season,
is looking for its fifth win in
the past six bowl appear-
ances. The Gamecocks, 2-0 in
previous trips to the Outback
Bowl, lost the program’s first
eight postseason games from
1946-1988. Iowa, playing in
its 23rd bowl game, rebound-
ed from a three-game losing
streak to win five of six down
the stretch and finish with at
least eight wins for the first
time since 2004. The
Hawkeyes are 1-1 in Outback
appearances.

Key Matchup: Iowa RB
Shonn Greene is the Big Ten’s
offensive player of the year
and set the Hawkeyes’ single-
season rushing record with
1,729 yards. He also scored 17
touchdowns, reaching the
end zone in 11 of 12 games.

South Carolina ranked 11th
in the nation in total defense,
allowing 129 yards per game
on the ground and 289 over-
all.

Capital One Bowl

At Orlando, Fla.
No. 16 Georgia (9-3) vs.

No. 19 Michigan State (9-3),
11 a.m. (ABC)

Line: Georgia State by 7½
Series Record: Georgia, 1-0.
Last Meeting: 1989,

Georgia 34-27.
What’s At

S t a k e :
Georgia was
ranked No. 1
in the AP
p re s e a s o n

poll but lost to Alabama,
Florida and Georgia Tech. ...
The Bulldogs have allowed
only seven sacks in their last
seven games despite starting
three different left tackles this
season. ... Spartans Coach
Mark Dantonio has 16 wins
in his first two seasons —
more than any of his prede-
cessors. ... MSU has won six
of its last eight bowl games. ...
The Spartans average only
262 pounds across the defen-
sive front, 30 pounds less
than Georgia’s offensive line.

Key Matchup: Georgia RB
Knowshon Moreno against
Michigan State RB Javon
Ringer. It doesn’t get much
more basic than this, featur-
ing two of the top running
backs in the nation trying to
control the game. Georgia
gives up an average of 130
yards a game; MSU 148.

Gator Bowl

At Jacksonville, Fla.
Nebraska (8-4) vs.

Clemson (7-5), 11 a.m. (CBS)
Line: Clemson by 2½.
Series Record: Clemson

leads 1-0.
Last Meet-

ing: 1982,
Clemson 22-
15.

What’s at
Stake: Both

programs are trying to main-
tain momentum heading
into the offseason with rela-
tively new coaches. Under
first-year coach Bo Pelini,
Nebraska won five of its final
six games, including a win
against rival Colorado, and
made the program’s fourth
January bowl in the last 11
seasons. Dabo Swinney was
made Clemson’s interim
head coach Oct. 13 when

Tommy Bowden stepped
down in his 10th season. The
Tigers won four of their final
five, including a win against
in-state rival South Carolina,
and are playing on New
Year’s Day for the first time in
five years.

Swinney got the job full-
time on Dec. 1.

Key Matchup: The
Cornhuskers averaged 458
yards and 36 points this sea-
son, showing one of the
most balanced attacks in the
Big 12 and ranking 12th in
the country in total offense.
The Tigers allowed 295 yards
and 17 points in the Atlantic
Coast Conference and
ranked 17th in the nation in
total defense and 10th in
scoring defense.

Rose Bowl

At Pasadena, Calif.
No. 6 Penn State (11-1) vs.

No. 5 USC (11-1), 3:10 p.m.
(ABC)

Line: USC by 9½.
Series record: 4-4.
Last Meeting: 2000, USC

29-5.
What’s at Stake: For USC,

a record 24th Rose Bowl
victory in 33 tries, a sixth
BCS bowl win under coach

Pete Carroll
in the last
seven years,
and perhaps

a seventh consecutive AP
top 4 finish in the country.
For Penn State, a record
24th bowl victory for 82-
year-old coach Joe Paterno,
who has coached the
Nittany Lions to 383 wins
since becoming their coach
in 1966 — one ahead of
Florida State’s Bobby
Bowden’s total.

Key Matchup: Penn
State’s high-powered
offense against USC’s dom-
inating defense. The
Nittany Lions averaged
452.2 yards to rank 15th in
the country and 40.2 points
to rank 11th during the reg-
ular season. The Trojans led
the nation in total defense
(206.1 yards) and scoring
defense (7.8 points).

Penn State used a bal-
anced offense, averaging
211.6 yards rushing and
240.6 yards passing. USC
was No. 1 nationally
against the pass, giving up
122.8 yards per game, and
No. 5 against the run,
allowing an average of 83.3
yards.

Orange Bowl

At Miami
Cincinnati (11-2) vs.

Virginia Tech (9-4), 6 p.m.
(FOX)

Line: Cincinnati by 2½.
Series Record: Tied, 4-4.
Last Meeting: Sept. 23, 2006,

Virginia Tech 29-13.
What’s at Stake: Virginia

Tech is aiming to join USC
and Texas as the only schools
to win 10 games in each of the

last five years,
plus snap a two-
game bowl los-
ing streak and
eight-game slide
for Atlantic Coast
C o n f e r e n c e

teams in Bowl Championship
Series games. ... Cincinnati
could finish the year in the Top
10 with a win, plus add to what’s
already a school-record win
total this season.

Key Matchup: Special teams
vs. Special teams. Virginia Tech
coach Frank Beamer is a whiz
at making things happen on
special teams, so much so
that “Beamerball” is now syn-
onymous with blocking kicks.
But Cincinnati has one of the
nation’s best punters in Kevin
Huber. 

— The Associated Press
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Vandy’s dandy

AP photo

Gregory Echenique (00) of Rutgers

slaps away a shot by Pittsburgh’s

Brad Wanamaker (22) during the

first half of Wednesday’s game in

Piscataway, N.J.
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NEW YORK — Chad Pennington has mas-
tered NFL quarterbacking. And personal
comebacks.

For the second time in three years,
Pennington is The Associated Press NFL
Comeback Player of the Year. The Miami
Dolphins star is the first player in the 11 sea-
sons of the award to win it twice.

“This time last year, I’m getting ready to
watch the ball drop in Times Square. No play-
offs, no starting job, no anything,”
Pennington said Wednesday, reflecting on the
end of his 2007 season with the New York Jets.

“Now here we are playing in a wild-card
playoff game with a team that was 1-15 the
year before,” he added. “We were able to
move the dash over one and be 11-5, so it’s
pretty special.”

As special as the way Pennington turned
around his fortunes.

This time, Pennington was coming back
from being benched in New York last season,
then discarded this summer when the Jets
acquired Brett Favre. Two years ago,
Pennington returned from two rotator cuff
operations in eight months in 2005 and led
the Jets to the playoffs to grab comeback hon-
ors.

What’s his secret?
“Get hurt the following year and then come

back,” he said, laughing.

Mayo wins Defensive Rookie award

NEW YORK — Jerod Mayo firmly answered
everyone who criticized the Patriots for taking
him with the 10th pick in April’s draft by win-
ning The Associated Press 2008 NFL Defensive
Rookie of the Year award.

Mayo was a nearly unanimous choice, earn-
ing 49 of 50 votes Wednesday from a nation-

wide panel of sports writers and broadcasters
who cover the league. He was the outstanding
performer on a linebacking corps that often
struggled during New England’s 11-5 season,
leading the team in tackles.

“I knew when they first called my name at
the draft I was going to an organization that
knew how to win,” Mayo said. “They knew
how to prepare for games and things like that.
So I pretty much came in trying to learn as
much as I could.”

Mayo’s versatility, highlighted by quickness
and a physical style, made him stand out even
though the Patriots didn’t make the playoffs.

“My main focus coming to here (was) I
wanted to win the Super Bowl as a rookie,” he
said. “I thank the AP for the award but I would
trade it in for a Super Bowl any day.”

B A S K E T B A L L

Barkley arrested on suspicion of DUI

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Charles Barkley was
arrested on suspicion of driving under the
influence of alcohol early Wednesday.

An officer with a task force that targets
drunken driving saw the former NBA star run
a stop sign about 1:30 a.m., Gilbert police Lt.
Eric Shuhandler said. Barkley was in
Scottsdale’s Old Town area, a trendy spot in
the Phoenix area.

“I am disappointed that I put myself in that
situation,” Barkley said in a statement to The
Associated Press. “The Scottsdale police were
fantastic. I will not comment any further as it
is a legal matter.”

The 45-year-old Barkley failed field sobriety
tests after the officer smelled alcohol on him,
and he was arrested. Barkley declined to sub-
mit to a breath test but was given a blood test.

The results weren’t immediately available.
Barkley was cited and released. His car was

impounded and he left in a cab, Shuhandler
said. Police described Barkley as cooperative,
adding it is customary to release people after
an arrest on suspicion of DUI.

G O L F

John Daly suspended for 6 months

John Daly has been suspended for six
months by the PGA Tour for conduct that
brought unwelcome publicity, including a
night in a North Carolina jail to sober up.

This is the second time the tour has sus-
pended the two-time major champion, along
with at least two other times he agreed to take
time off to get his life in order. The 42-year-
old Daly called this the lowest point in his
wild 18-year career.

He has not played on the PGA Tour since he
missed the cut Oct. 17 in Las Vegas. Ten days
later, police in Winston-Salem, N.C., said he
appeared intoxicated outside a Hooters
restaurant, and he was taken to jail to sleep it
off.

PGA Tour spokesman Ty Votaw declined
comment, even though Daly confirmed his
suspension, citing the tour’s longtime policy
of not discussing fines or suspensions.

Daly’s last victory was the Buick
Invitational in 2004, and Daly said his five-
year exemption as a past champion runs out
this year. 

M A G I C V A L L E Y

Castleford holding basketball signups
CASTLEFORD — Registration for Castleford

Youth Basketball for boys and girls grades 2-4
will be held at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 10, in
the Castleford gymnasium. Cost is $25.
Coaches are also needed.

Information: Janet at 308-0770 or 543-5011.

Holiday open gym in Twin Falls

TWIN FALLS — Twin Falls Parks and
Recreation will offer holiday basketball open
gym at Robert Stuart Junior High, from 6-9
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday. Open gym is free. 

Information: 736-2265.

Volleyball team seeking members

TWIN FALLS — The Southern Idaho
Volleyball Club is seeking girls 16-18 years of
age for its 18 and under traveling volleyball
team.  The club competes within the
Intermountain Volleyball Association and will
begin tournament play in mid February of
2009.  

Information: Jay Bride at 420-2524 or jay-
bridecpa@magiclink.com.

Idaho Prep Basketball holds tourney

TWIN FALLS — Idaho Prep Basketball will
hold youth tournaments Jan. 17 and Feb. 14
for boys and girls in grades 4-8 from Twin Falls
and Buhl. 

Information: Call (360) 885-7810 or visit
http://www.idahoprepbasketball.com for more
information. 

— Staff and wire reports
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NBA
All TTimes MMST

EASTERN
ATLANTIC W L Pct GB

Boston 28 5 .848 —
New Jersey 15 17 .469 12½
New York 12 18 .400 14½
Philadelphia 12 18 .400 14½
Toronto 12 19 .387 15
SOUTHEAST W L Pct GB

Orlando 25 7 .781 —
Atlanta 21 10 .677 3½
Miami 17 13 .567 7
Charlotte 11 21 .344 14
Washington 6 24 .200 18
CENTRAL W L Pct GB

Cleveland 26 5 .839 —
Detroit 19 11 .633 6½
Milwaukee 15 17 .469 11½
Chicago 14 18 .438 12½
Indiana 10 21 .323 16

WESTERN
SOUTHWEST W L Pct GB

New Orleans 19 9 .679 —
San Antonio 20 11 .645 ½
Houston 20 12 .625 1
Dallas 19 12 .613 1½
Memphis 10 22 .313 11
NORTHWEST W L Pct GB

Denver 20 12 .625 —
Portland 20 12 .625 —
Utah 19 14 .576 1½
Minnesota 6 25 .194 13½
Oklahoma City 3 29 .094 17
PACIFIC W L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 25 5 .833 —
Phoenix 18 12 .600 7
Golden State 10 23 .303 16½
L.A. Clippers 8 22 .267 17
Sacramento 8 24 .250 18

Tuesday’s GGames
Atlanta 110, Indiana 104
New York 93, Charlotte 89
Miami 104, Cleveland 95
Phoenix 101, Memphis 89
New Orleans 97, Washington 85
Milwaukee 100, San Antonio 98
Dallas 107, Minnesota 100
Portland 91, Boston 86
Sacramento 92, L.A. Clippers 90

Wednesday’s GGames
Orlando 113, Chicago 94
Detroit 83, New Jersey 75
Milwaukee at Houston, late
Denver at Toronto, late
Golden State at Oklahoma City, late
Philadelphia at L.A. Clippers, late

Thursday’s GGames
No games scheduled

Friday’s GGames
Miami at Orlando, 5 p.m.
Houston at Toronto, 5 p.m.
Atlanta at New Jersey, 5:30 p.m.
Indiana at New York, 5:30 p.m.
Chicago at Cleveland, 5:30 p.m.
Washington at Boston, 5:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Memphis, 6 p.m.
Denver at Oklahoma City, 6 p.m.
Sacramento at Detroit, 6 p.m.
Golden State at Minnesota, 6 p.m.
Charlotte at Milwaukee, 6:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 6:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Portland, 8 p.m.
Utah at L.A. Lakers, 8:30 p.m.

NBA Boxes
Magic 1113, BBulls 994 

ORLANDO ((113)
Turkoglu 7-16 2-2 18, Lewis 8-17 2-2 21,
Howard 5-7 5-8 15, Nelson 5-7 0-0 11,
Bogans 1-7 0-0 3, Lee 4-7 3-3 12, Johnson 3-
8 2-2 10, Gortat 6-9 2-4 14, Redick 3-6 0-0 7,
Battie 0-0 0-0 0, Cook 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 43-87
16-21 113.
CHICAGO ((94)
Sefolosha 3-10 0-0 6, Thomas 4-5 1-2 9, Gray
0-2 0-0 0, Rose 5-13 1-1 11, Gordon 6-17 4-4
18, Noah 4-6 11-13 19, Nocioni 4-9 1-2 10,
Hughes 6-12 2-2 15, Hunter 2-7 0-0 6,
Simmons 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-81 20-24 94.
Orlando 33 32 23 25 — 113
Chicago 17 21 22 34 — 94
3-Point Goals—Orlando 11-30 (Lewis 3-9,

Johnson 2-3, Turkoglu 2-4, Lee 1-1, Nelson 1-
3, Redick 1-4, Bogans 1-5, Cook 0-1), Chicago
6-15 (Hunter 2-3, Gordon 2-4, Hughes 1-2,
Nocioni 1-3, Rose 0-1, Sefolosha 0-2). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 54 (Howard
14), Chicago 46 (Noah 11). Assists—Orlando
24 (Nelson 5), Chicago 19 (Sefolosha, Nocioni
4). Total Fouls—Orlando 25, Chicago 19.
Technicals—Gray, Noah. A—21,861 (21,711).

Pistons 883, NNets 775

NEW JJERSEY ((75)
Simmons 1-4 0-0 3, Yi 5-14 1-2 12, Lopez 8-
13 7-7 23, Harris 6-14 7-10 19, Carter 2-8 0-
0 4, Hayes 4-13 1-1 10, Najera 1-2 0-1 2,
Douglas-Roberts 0-5 0-0 0, Boone 0-0 0-0 0,
Hassell 0-0 0-0 0, Ager 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 28-
75 16-21 75.
DETROIT ((83)
Prince 5-10 6-7 16, Johnson 4-6 0-0 8,
Wallace 3-6 0-0 7, Stuckey 5-12 1-3 11,
Iverson 7-17 5-5 19, Afflalo 4-10 0-0 10,
Maxiell 2-6 1-3 5, Brown 3-3 1-4 7, Herrmann
0-0 0-0 0, Acker 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 33-70 14-
22 83.
New JJersey 18 11 23 23 — 75
Detroit 22 18 22 21 — 83
3-Point Goals—New Jersey 3-17 (Hayes 1-3,
Simmons 1-4, Yi 1-5, Harris 0-1, Ager 0-1,
Douglas-Roberts 0-1, Carter 0-2), Detroit 3-12
(Afflalo 2-5, Wallace 1-3, Stuckey 0-1, Iverson
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New
Jersey 42 (Lopez 12), Detroit 55 (Maxiell 9).
Assists—New Jersey 15 (Harris 9), Detroit 18
(Prince 5). Total Fouls—New Jersey 20, Detroit
21. Technicals—Carter 2. Ejected—Carter. A—
22,076 (22,076).

Tuesday’s LLate NNBA BBoxes
Trail BBlazers 991, CCeltics 886

BOSTON ((86)
Pierce 7-16 14-15 28, Garnett 7-15 3-4 17,
Perkins 3-4 1-1 7, Rondo 5-10 2-2 13, R.Allen
2-11 6-6 12, Davis 1-4 0-0 2, T.Allen 1-2 2-2
4, House 1-5 1-1 3, Powe 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 27-
67 29-31 86.
PORTLAND ((91)
Batum 0-2 0-0 0, Aldridge 9-22 2-2 20, Oden
5-9 3-5 13, Blake 8-12 0-0 21, Fernandez 2-7
3-5 8, Bayless 0-4 2-2 2, Przybilla 1-1 2-3 4,
Diogu 1-1 2-2 4, Outlaw 7-14 3-4 17,
Rodriguez 0-1 2-2 2. Totals 33-73 19-25 91.
Boston 23 22 19 22 — 86
Portland 13 27 24 27 — 91
3-Point Goals—Boston 3-14 (R.Allen 2-6,
Rondo 1-3, Pierce 0-1, Perkins 0-1, House 0-
3), Portland 6-15 (Blake 5-7, Fernandez 1-5,
Outlaw 0-1, Batum 0-2). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Boston 41 (Garnett 8), Portland
47 (Oden 11). Assists—Boston 13 (Rondo 7),
Portland 14 (Blake, Oden 3). Total Fouls—
Boston 20, Portland 28. Technicals—Garnett,
Boston defensive three second, Boston
Bench, Aldridge, Oden, Portland defensive
three second. A—20,651 (19,980).

Kings 992, CClippers 990

L.A. CCLIPPERS ((90)
Thornton 3-12 2-3 8, P.Davis 4-10 10-10 18,
Camby 5-11 5-5 15, B.Davis 3-17 4-4 11,
Gordon 9-14 2-3 24, Skinner 2-3 0-0 4, Jones
1-9 0-0 2, Hart 3-7 2-2 8, Collins 0-1 0-0 0.
Totals 30-84 25-27 90.
SACRAMENTO ((92)
Salmons 5-19 5-6 15, Moore 3-6 1-1 7, Miller
5-15 5-5 15, Udrih 6-10 0-1 13, Garcia 1-5 1-
2 3, Martin 5-14 8-8 20, Thompson 4-7 2-6
10, Jackson 0-5 2-2 2, Brown 3-3 0-0 7. Totals
32-84 24-31 92.
L.A. CClippers 12 29 32 17 — 90
Sacramento 27 22 23 20 — 92
3-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 5-15 (Gordon 4-6,
B.Davis 1-4, Camby 0-1, Jones 0-4),
Sacramento 4-11 (Martin 2-4, Udrih 1-1, Brown
1-1, Jackson 0-1, Garcia 0-1, Salmons 0-3).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 55
(Camby 24), Sacramento 60 (Miller 13).
Assists—L.A. Clippers 15 (Camby, B.Davis 4),
Sacramento 16 (Salmons 6). Total Fouls—L.A.
Clippers 24, Sacramento 20. Technicals—L.A.
Clippers Coach Dunleavy, Sacramento delay of
game. A—11,420 (17,317).

Men’s CCollege SScores
Far WWest

Stony Brook 67, Air Force 64
Midwest

Creighton 79, Indiana St. 61

Drake 67, Missouri St. 49
E. Illinois 80, Missouri Valley 51
IUPUI 72, UMKC 69
Illinois St. 80, Evansville 50
Iowa St. 67, Mercer 49
Michigan St. 70, Minnesota 58
N. Dakota St. 67, IPFW 60
Oakland, Mich. 86, S. Dakota St. 81
Ohio St. 68, Iowa 65
SIU-Edwardsville 70, SE Missouri 69
Wisconsin 73, Michigan 61
Xavier 78, Robert Morris 57

Southwest
Ark.-Little Rock 95, Louisiana-Monroe 87, OT
Baylor 113, Jackson St. 78
Middle Tennessee 89, North Texas 80, OT
SMU 92, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 62
Tenn.-Martin 84, Cent. Arkansas 65
Texas A&M 72, Rice 60

South
Akron 75, UNC Greensboro 53
Auburn 77, SE Louisiana 65
Duke 92, Loyola, Md. 51
Gardner-Webb 86, Anderson, S.C. 83
Georgia 72, Kennesaw St. 52
LSU 81, Louisiana-Lafayette 79
Memphis 80, Northeastern 48
Miami 94, North Florida 41
N.C. State 88, Towson 68
UNC Asheville 81, W. Carolina 78
UNLV 56, Louisville 55
Vanderbilt 84, St. Francis, Pa. 55
William & Mary 67, Harvard 54

East
Boston College 89, Sacred Heart 76
Cornell 73, Quinnipiac 70
Drexel 64, Saint Joseph’s 52
Duquesne 76, Bowling Green 65
La Salle 89, Manhattan 64
Lehigh 66, N.J. Tech 38
Penn St. 61, Northwestern 57
Pittsburgh 78, Rutgers 72
Providence 75, St. John’s 54

BBEETTTTIINNGG
Glantz-CCulver LLine

For JJan. 11
NCAA FFootball

FAVORITE OPEN TODAY O/U UNDERDOG

Today
Outback BBowl
At TTampa, FFla.

Iowa 3 4 (43) S.C.
Gator BBowl

At JJacksonville, FFla.
Clemson +1 2 (55½) Nebraska

Capital OOne BBowl
At OOrlando, FFla.

Georgia 5½ 7½ (55) Mich.  St.
Rose BBowl

At PPasadena, CCalif.
Southern Cal9½ 9½ (45) Penn St.

Orange BBowl
At MMiami

Cincinnati 1 2½ (41½) Virginia Tech
Tomorrow

Cotton BBowl
At DDallas

Texas Tech 7 4 (69½) Mississippi
Liberty BBowl

At MMemphis, TTenn.
East Carolina 1 3 (41½) Kentucky

Sugar BBowl
At NNew OOrleans

Alabama 10½ 9½ (45½) Utah
Saturday

International BBowl
At TToronto

Connecticut 6 5½ (51½) Buffalo
Monday

Fiesta BBowl
At GGlendale, AAriz.

Texas 11½ 8 (53) Ohio St.
Tuesday

Gmac BBowl
At MMobile, AAla.

Ball St. 2½ 1 (76½) Tulsa
Jan. 88

BCS CChampionship GGame
At MMiami

Florida 1½ 3 (72) Oklahoma
NFL PPlayoffs

FAVORITEOPEN TODAY O/U UNDERDOG

Saturday
Atlanta 2½ 2 (51) at Arizona
Indianapolis Pk 1½ (51) at S.D.

Sunday
Baltimore 3 3½ (37½) at Miami
Philadelphia 2½ 3 (42) at Minnesota

FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL
NFL PPlayoff GGlance

All TTimes MMST
Wild-CCard RRound
Saturday, JJan. 33

Atlanta at Arizona,  2:30 p.m.(NBC)
Indianapolis at San Diego,  6 p.m.(NBC)

Sunday, JJan. 44
Baltimore at Miami,  11 a.m.(CBS)
Philadelphia at Minnesota,  2:30 p.m.(FOX)

Divisional PPlayoffs
Saturday, JJan. 110

San Diego, Indianapolis or Baltimore at

Tennessee,  2:30 p.m.(CBS)
Minnesota, Arizona or Atlanta at Carolina,
6:15 p.m.(FOX)

Sunday, JJan. 111
Philadelphia, Arizona or Atlanta at N.Y.
Giants,  11 a.m.(FOX)
San Diego, Indianapolis or Miami at
Pittsburgh,  2:45 p.m.(CBS)

HHOOCCKKEEYY
NHL

All TTimes MMST
EASTERN 

ATLANTIC W L OT PTS GF GA

N.Y. Rangers 23 13 3 49 107 107
Philadelphia 20 10 7 47 126 114
New Jersey 21 11 3 45 107 90
Pittsburgh 19 14 4 42 118 110
N.Y. Islanders 12 22 4 28 98 136
NORTHEAST W L OT PTS GF GA

Boston 28 5 4 60 137 82
Montreal 21 9 6 48 108 91
Buffalo 17 15 5 39 105 108
Toronto 15 16 6 36 115 133
Ottawa 13 17 5 31 83 100
SOUTHEAST W L OT PTS GF GA

Washington 24 11 3 51 124 111
Carolina 17 15 5 39 97 112
Florida 16 16 5 37 93 104
Tampa Bay 10 16 10 30 85 110
Atlanta 12 20 5 29 109 136

WESTERN 
CENTRAL W L OT PTS GF GA

Detroit 24 7 5 53 132 105
Chicago 20 7 7 47 123 88
Nashville 17 16 3 37 90 107
Columbus 16 16 4 36 94 103
St. Louis 14 20 3 31 106 128
NORTHWEST W L OT PTS GF GA

Calgary 21 11 4 46 109 106
Vancouver 20 15 3 43 110 100
Colorado 19 16 1 39 102 104
Minnesota 18 16 2 38 92 84
Edmonton 17 15 3 37 97 105
PACIFIC W L OT PTS GF GA

San Jose 28 4 5 61 128 87
Anaheim 19 14 4 42 107 105
Phoenix 17 15 5 39 94 105
Los Angeles 15 16 6 36 95 102
Dallas 15 15 5 35 103 121
Two points for a win, one point for overtime
loss or shootout loss.

Tuesday’s GGames
Washington 4, Buffalo 2
Boston 5, Pittsburgh 2
Detroit 4, Chicago 0
Toronto 4, Atlanta 3, OT
Montreal 2, Tampa Bay 1, SO
New Jersey 4, St. Louis 3
Ottawa 3, Edmonton 2
Philadelphia 3, Vancouver 2

Wednesday’s GGames
N.Y. Islanders 4, Florida 2
Minnesota 3, San Jose 2, OT
Atlanta at Carolina, late
Colorado at Phoenix, late
New Jersey at Dallas, late
Columbus at Anaheim, late
Edmonton at Calgary, late

Thursday’s GGames
Detroit at Chicago, 11 a.m.

Buffalo at Toronto, 5 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Boston, 5 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Washington, 5 p.m.
Vancouver at Nashville, 6 p.m.

Friday’s GGames
St. Louis at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Montreal at New Jersey, 5 p.m.
Vancouver at Atlanta, 5:30 p.m.
Columbus at Colorado, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Phoenix, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Anaheim, 8 p.m.

TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS
BASEBALL

American LLeague
BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Agreed to terms with
LHP Mark Hendrickson on a one-year con-
tract.
CLEVELAND INDIANS—Traded RHP Jeff
Stevens, RHP Chris Archer and LHP John
Gaub to the Chicago Cubs for INF Mark
DeRosa.
LOS ANGELES ANGELS—Agreed to terms with
LHP Brian Fuentes on a two-year contract.

National LLeague
CHICAGO CUBS—Agreed to terms with INF
Aaron Miles on a two-year contract.

BASKETBALL
National BBasketball AAssociation

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER—Named Ron
Adams assistant coach.

FOOTBALL
National FFootball LLeague

NEW YORK GIANTS—Signed WR Paul
Raymond to the practice squad.
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Fired quarterbacks
coach Ted Tollner and running backs coach
Tony Nathan.

GOLF
PGA TOUR—John Daly announced he has
been suspended six months for conduct that
brought unwelcome publicity.

HOCKEY
National HHockey LLeague

BOSTON BRUINS—Placed F Patrice Bergeron
on injured reserve. Assigned F Martin St.
Pierre to Providence (AHL).
DALLAS STARS—Recalled D Ivan Vishnevskiy
from Peoria (AHL).
FLORIDA PANTHERS—Recalled C Shawn
Matthias from Rochester (AHL).
LOS ANGELES KINGS—Recalled F Brian Boyle
from Manchester (AHL).
MONTREAL CANADIENS—Assigned D Ryan
O’Byrne and F Ben Maxwell to Hamilton (AHL).
NEW YORK ISLANDERS—Placed C Mike
Sillinger on injured reserve, retroactive to Dec.
29. Recalled LW Trevor Smith and G Yann
Danis from Bridgeport (AHL). Waived LW
Mitch Fritz.
PHOENIX COYOTES—Recalled G Josh
Tordjman from San Antonio (AHL).

COLLEGE
SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE—Terminated the
contract of men’s basketball coach Scott
Edgar.

Dolphins’ Pennington wins second Comeback Player award

Sports Shorts
Note: Send Magic Valley briefs to sports@magicvalley.com

LLOOCCAALL
MEN’S COLLEGE 

BASKETBALL

James Ray Construction

Shootout

Westchester (N.Y.) vs.

Sheridan (Wyo.),

5:30 p.m.

CSI vs. Treasure Valley (Ore.)

CC, 7:30 p.m.

WOMEN’S COLLEGE 

BASKETBALL

CSI at Yavapai (Ariz.) College,

5 p.m.

TTVV  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE
COLLEGE FOOTBALL

9 a.m.

ESPN — Outback Bowl, South

Carolina vs. Iowa, at Tampa,

Fla.

11 a.m.

ABC — Capital One Bowl,

Georgia vs. Michigan St., at

Orlando, Fla.

CBS — Gator Bowl, Clemson

vs. Nebraska, at Jacksonville,

Fla.

3 p.m.

ABC — Rose Bowl, Penn St.

vs. Southern Cal, at

Pasadena, Calif.

6:30 p.m.

FOX — Orange Bowl, Cincinnati

vs. Virginia Tech, at Miami

MEN’S COLLEGE

BASKETBALL

12:30 p.m.

ESPN — Villanova at

Marquette

NHL HOCKEY

11 a.m.

NBC — Detroit vs. Chicago, at

Wrigley Field, Chicago

GGAAMMEE  PPLLAANNGGAAMMEE  PPLLAANN SSKKII RREEPPOORRTT

Idaho
Bogus Basin — Wed 10 05am32 degrees
HP 47 - 50 base 66 of 66 trails, 24 miles,
2600 acres 8 of 8 lifts, 100% open, Mon-
Fri: 10a-10p; Sat/Sun: 9a-10p;,
Brundage — Wed 4 56amltsno23 degrees
PPmachine groomed 44 - 52 base 42 of
46 trails, 25 miles, 1500 acres 5 of 5 lifts,
95% open, Mon-Fri: 9:30a-4:30p; Sat/Sun:
9:30a-4:30p;,
Kelly Canyon Ski Resort — Tue 4
11pmmixed cloud/sun27 degrees
PPmachine groomed 24 - 30 base 22 of
26 trails, 4 of 5 lifts 90% open,
Lookout Pass — Wed 6 15amltsno28
degrees 6 new PDRmachine groomed 60 -
82 base 34 of 34 trails, 4 of 4 lifts 100%
open, Mon, Thu/Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 8:30a-
4p; open Thu-Mon;,
Magic Mountain — Tue 5amPDRmachine
groomed 43 - 53 base 14 of 14 trails 3 of
3 lifts, 100% open, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;,
Pebble Creek — Tue 4:51amPPmachine
groomed 10 - 52 base 51 of 54 trails 3 of
3 lifts, 95% open, Mon-Fri: 9:30a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9:30a-4p;,
Pomerelle Mountain — Wed 6 55amm-
clear26 degrees PPmachine groomed 61 -
83 base 24 of 24 trails, 3 of 3 lifts 100%
open, Mon: 9a-4p; Tue-Fri: 9a-9p-; Sat: 9a-
9p; Sun: 9a-4p;,
Schweitzer Mountain — Wed 2 33pmcldy24
degrees 3 new PDRmachine groomed 52 -
71 base 89 of 92 trails, 2700 acres 10 of
10 lifts, 93% open, Mon-Thu: 9a-3:45p; Fri:
9a-8p; Sat: 9a-8p; Sun 9a-3 45p;,
Silver Mountain — Wed 6 15amsnow19
degrees 3 new PDRmachine groomed 49 -
64 base 63 of 73 trails, 6 of 7 lifts 86%
open, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 8a-4p;,
Snowhaven Ski Area — Tue
5amWETSNmachine groomed 22 - 24 base
7 of 7 trails 2 of 2 lifts, 100% open,
Soldier Mountain — Wed 7 58ammcldy24
degrees HPmachine groomed 47 - 59 base
22 of 36 trails, 1147 acres 3 of 3 lifts,
100% open, Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
open Fri-Sun;,
Sun Valley Resort — Wed 5 17amsnosh-
wrs10 degrees PPmachine groomed 47 -
56 base 42 of 80 trails, 20 of 21 lifts
100% open, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-
4p;,
Tamarack Resort — Wed 6 02amltsno25
degrees PPmachine groomed 29 - 52 base
42 of 42 trails, 7 of 7 lifts, 100% open
Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;,

Utah
Alta — Wed 5:42amPPmachine groomed
70 - 70 base 110 of 112 trails, 95% open
2000 acres, 7 of 11 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9:15a-
4:30p; Sat/Sun: 9:15a-4:30p;
Beaver Mountain — Wed 5amPPmachine
groomed 35 - 44 base 30 of 30 trails,
100% open 5 of 5 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Brian Head Resort — Wed 5amPPmachine
groomed 50 - 50 base 63 of 65 trails, 97%
open 8 of 8 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9:30a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9:30a-4p;
Brighton Resort — Wed 5:41amPPmachine
groomed 60 - 60 base 50 of 66 trails, 70%
open 6 of 6 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-9p; Sat: 9a-9p;
Sun: 9a-4p;
Deer Valley Resort — Wed
5:33amPPmachine groomed 61 - 61 base
94 of 99 trails 98% open, 22 of 22 lifts,
Mon-Fri: 8:30a-4:15p; Sat/Sun: 8:30a-
4:15p;
Park City Mountain Resort — Wed 5
29amPPmachine groomed 25 - 35 base
96 of 107 trails, 95% open, 14 of 16 lifts,
Mon-Fri 9a-7:30p; Sat/Sun: 9a-7:30p;
Powder Mountain — Wed 5amPPmachine
groomed 25 - 67 base 111 of 114 trails,
97% open 7 of 7 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-10p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-10p;
Snowbasin — Wed 5:43amPPmachine
groomed 24 - 60 base 113 of 113 trails,
100% open 28 miles, 3200 acres, 8 of 12
lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Snowbird Ski and Summer Resort — Tue
12 45pmPPmachine groomed 74 - 74 base
85 of 85 trails, 100% open, 12 of 11 lifts,
Mon-Fri 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Solitude Mountain Resort — Wed
7:05amVCmachine groomed 57 - 57 base
60 of 64 trails 94% open, 8 of 8 lifts, Mon-
Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Sundance — Wed 3:58amPPmachine
groomed 40 - 40 base 42 of 42 trails,
100% open 4 of 4 lifts, Mon-Fri: 8:30a-
4:30p; Sat/Sun: 8:30a-4:30p;
The Canyons — Wed 6:34amPPmachine
groomed 36 - 53 base 136 of 163 trails,
82% open 3070 acres, 15 of 19 lifts,
smMon-Fri: 8:45a-4p; Sat/Sun: 8:45a-4p;

Wyoming
Grand Targhee Resort — Wed 6 04am1
new PPmachine groomed 61 - 61 base 74
of 74 trails, 100% open, 2402 acres 5 of 5
lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Jackson Hole Mountain Resort — Wed 7
26amPPmachine groomed 57 - 68 base
88 of 116 trails, 80% open, 2000 acres, 11
of 11 lifts Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;

To our readers
Due to the New Year hol-
iday, the Times-News

sports section went to
print at 7 p.m.,
Wednesday night.
Please visit www.magic-
valley.com or check
Friday’s edition of the
Times-News updates on
the late sports action
from Wednesday night.

Lewis leads Magic to eighth win in nine games
CHICAGO — Rashard Lewis set

the tone by scoring 16 of his 21
points in the first half and the
Orlando Magic rolled over the
Chicago Bulls 113-94 Wednesday
for their eighth win in nine games.

Hedo Turkoglu added 18 points.
Dwight Howard scored 15, and the
Southeast division leaders came
through with a dominant perform-
ance after their seven-game win
streak ended in a six-point loss at
Detroit on Monday.

Orlando took control as soon as
the game started while sending the
Bulls to their fourth loss in five
games. The Magic led 33-17 after
the first quarter, 65-38 at halftime,
with Lewis and Howard leading the
way.

Lewis hit 6 of 8 shots in the first
half, including 2 of 4 3-pointers.
And although he cooled off in the

second half, he still managed to
eclipse the 20-point mark for the
third straight game.

While he controlled the perime-
ter, Howard dominated inside. The
NBA’s leading rebounder had 14
rebounds and two blocked shots to
lift the Magic to an easy win.

The Bulls were coming off a 13-
point win at New Jersey, but instead
of building on that, they got blown
out of their own building. Joakim
Noah came through with a season-
high 19 points and 11 rebounds.
Larry Hughes scored 19 and Ben
Gordon 18, but Chicago shot just 42
percent.

Derrick Rose had a rough after-
noon finishing with just 11 points
and no assists.

PISTONS 83, NETS 75
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — Allen

Iverson scored 19 points, and
Tayshaun Prince added 16 to help
undermanned Detroit win its fifth
straight game.

Both teams lost key players dur-
ing the game. New Jersey’s Vince
Carter was ejected after for arguing
a second-quarter call with referee
Derrick Stafford, and Rasheed
Wallace didn’t play in the second
half after injuring his foot in the
first quarter. 

Detroit’s Richard Hamilton
(groin) missed his third straight
game, and Antonio McDyess sat
out after injuring his ribs Monday
in a win over Orlando. 

Rookie Brook Lopez led the Nets
with 23 points and 12 rebounds in
their lowest-scoring game of the
season. Devin Harris added 19
points.

— The Associated Press

AP photo

Orlando Magic center Dwight Howard dunks against the Chicago Bulls on Wednesday in

Chicago.
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BUSINESSES, CONTRACTORS OR SCHOOLS CALL: 1-800-528-9739
OUR RAINCHECK POLICY: Occasionally Due To Unexpected Demand Caused By Our Low Prices Or Delayed Supplier Shipments, We Run Out Of Advertised Specials. Should This Occur,
Upon Request We Will Gladly Issue You A Raincheck. No Dealers Please. We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities. • Not Responsible For Typographical Errors. Correction Notices for
Errors In This Advertisement Will Be Posted In Our Stores. • This Advertisement Includes Many Reductions, Special Purchases And Items At Our Everyday Low Price. 011

WE WON’T BE UNDERSOLD...GUARANTEED!

6-HOUR
New Year’s Day

NOON to 6PM

Double Coupon

SALE!
JUST CLIP

COUPONS!

Double Their Face

Value and SAVE

TWICE AS MUCH

Coupons Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Merchandise Coupon.

Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

$300OFF
$2999
andUPOur Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item
Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

$200OFF
Our Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item

$1999
to$2998

Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

$150OFF
Our Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item

$1499
to$1998

Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

$80OFF
Our Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item

$799
to$998

Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

$50OFF
Our Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item

$499
to$798

Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

$30OFF
Our Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item

$249
to$498

Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

10%OFF
Our Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item

$248
&UNDER

Not Applicable to Prior Sale. Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Expires 1/1/09

$100OFF
Our Everyday Low Price

on any Single Item

$999
to$1498

Our low prices are guaranteed in writing. If you find any other local store (except inter-
net) stocking and offering to sell for less the identical item in a factory sealed box with-
in 30 days of your REX purchase, weʼll refund the difference plus an additional 25%
of the difference. The Price Guarantee does not apply to our or our competitorsʼ free
offers, limited hours sale, limited quantity items, open box items, clearance items,
mail-in offers, financing or bundle offers. For other exclusions, see store for details.

GUARANTEE
LOW PRICE125%

SHOPREX FOR THEBEST DEAL ON...
• LCD HDTVs • Plasma HDTVs • 1080p Flat Panel HDTVs • Home Theater HDTVs 
• Home Theater & Audio Systems • Video Combos • Audio Components • Camcorders
• Car Stereos • DVD Players & Recorders • Blu-ray Disc™ Players • Microwave Ovens 
• Appliances • Entertainment Furniture • Speakers & MORE!

. . . . . . . . . . .
1414 Poleline Road East • 735-8603

Across From 
Magic Valley 

Mall

longest-tenured volleyball
coaches in the country with
32 years of experience.
Minico junior varsity coach
Faylyn Garrett reached the
state tournament when she
was a Spartan player.

Considering those cre-
dentials, firing Christensen
and her staff doesn’t make
sense. What, then, is the
solution?

Use the Burley High boys
basketball teams of the past
two years as the formula for
success. Two state titles and
a 53-1 record – yeah, that
qualifies as success.

From the time the Burley
kids were in grade school,
their parents coached and
taught them the game. As a
group, they were committed
to devote time and money
to send them to camps,
clinics and tournaments.

By the time they reached
high school, these kids were
ready to compete. Burley
varsity coach Jack Bagley

didn’t coach them when
they were younger. That
responsibility fell on the
parents and AAU coaches.
When Bagley took over, he
didn’t have to waste time
teaching Colton Moon how
to dribble a basketball or
Ben Searle how to shoot.
Bagley’s job was to focus on
the X’s and O’s of winning
— not teaching the basic

fundamentals.
Granted, there are more

convenient opportunities
for kids to participate in
basketball than there are for
volleyball in the Magic
Valley. And the majority of
multi-sport athletes don’t
list volleyball as their No. 1
sport.

But the opportunities are
available to help a volleyball
player succeed – even earn
a college scholarship – if the
athlete and parents are will-
ing to commit to dollars and
travel.

With the ever-emerging
year-round sports programs

and specialization, the days
when prep athletes could
just show up for tryouts and
hope for a winning season
are long gone. Winning
costs more nowadays.

Still, high school athletics
are about more than wins
and losses. A coach’s value
should be judged foremost
by his or her record of
building good character and
moral values in the young
student-athletes.

After all, this isn’t the NFL.

Ryan Howe may be
reached at 208-677-8786 or
rhowe@magicvalley.com.

to Twin Falls as former
Golden Eagle Darius Gabriel
has added 15.1 points and
five assists per game from his
starting guard. Gabriel
played in 22 games for CSI
last season, starting once.

Sheridan is 8-1 behind the
play of 6-9 forward
Moustapha Diarra. The
sophomore from Marseille,
France, is being recruited by
a who’s who list of NCAA
Division I teams, according
to Gosar.

Gosar said playing teams
will Westchester and
Sheridan will help his squad.
He credited tough home
games with Midland (Texas)
College, Harcum (Penn.)
College and Central Florida
CC as being key to his team’s
composure in the Dec. 13
road win over No. 15 Seward
County Community College.

“So many people tell me,
‘Keep bringing in the good
teams. It’s fun to come to
those games that are nail
biters.’ It’s not fun for me too
much — my ulcers are acting
up quite bit more nowadays
because of it. But it is good
for our guys,” said Gosar.

CSI plays at approximately
7:30 p.m. each night, with the
early game tipping at 5:30
p.m.

Tourney
Continued from page D1

CC. But after the successful
completion of his fall semes-
ter class work at CSI, he’s
ready to roll. Martin said he
may have some jitters
tonight, but believes his
insertion into the rotation
will be a smooth process. “It
helps that I’ve been practic-
ing with these guys every-
day,” he said.

Considering CSI’s short
bench due to injuries and
player departures, Gosar will
be glad to have another solid
sub. While it could be a few
games before Martin sees
major minutes, the freshman
appears ready to perform.

“I don’t think it’ll be too
much of a transition for
him,” Gosar said of Martin’s
first playing time. “But there’s
nothing like getting in there
when the lights are on and
the crowd is in the seats.”

Turns out that’s something
Martin is eagerly awaiting.

“I’m really excited,” he
said. “Elated actually.”

Mike Christensen may be
reached at 208-733-9360 or
sports@magicvalley.com.

Martin
Continued from page D1

Howe
Continued from page D1 Use the Burley High boys basketball

teams of the past two years as the formula 
for success.

Saban:
Smith could
return to
Alabama

NEW ORLEANS (AP) —
Alabama coach Nick Saban
didn’t rule out the possibility
Wednesday of All-America
left tackle Andre Smith
returning for his senior sea-
son. An NCAA spokes-
woman, meanwhile, said the
governing body has spoken
with university officials and
determined that it is an inter-
nal matter.

Saban suspended the
Outland Trophy winner for
Friday night’s Sugar Bowl
against No. 7 Utah after
alleged dealings with a sports
agent.

“Andre Smith is a fine
young man and he did a great
job here for us,” Saban said in
his first public comments
since announcing the sus-
pension in a statement
Monday. “He may be doing a
great job for someone else in
the future or he may be doing
a great job for us in the
future. That decision has not
yet been made.”

Saban said Smith’s legacy
should remain his on-the-
field accomplishments even
if the highly regarded NFL
prospect does enter the draft
early. He said the NCAA has
confirmed the situation “is
an institutional matter that is
not an NCAA matter.”

“Anyone that is out there
worried about the NCAA
doesn’t need to think about
that,” Saban said.
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first dude

staycation

monkey

bailout

maverick

green

By Jeff Karoub
Associated Press writer

DETROIT — A movie about
a “maverick,’’ his journey
“from Wall Street to Main
Street,’’ his “desperate search’’
for a “monkey’’ and a “game-
changing’’ revelation about
his “carbon footprint’’ proba-
bly would make the nation’s
word-watchers physically ill.

Especially if it were the
“winner of five nominations.’’

All those words and phrases
are on Lake Superior State
University’s annual List of
Words to Be Banished from
the Queen’s English for Mis-
use, Over-use and General
Uselessness. The 34th version
of the list was released
Tuesday, which means, “It’s
that time of year again.’’

The school in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula selected 15
entries from about 5,000
nominations.

Despite the year’s econom-
ic meltdown (which itself
wasn’t banished but don’t rule
it out for next year), the most
entries came from the envi-
ronmental category — for
“green’’ or “going green.’’

“If I see one more corpora-
tion declare itself ‘green,’ I’m
going to start burning tires in
my backyard,’’ wrote Ed
Hardiman of Bristow, Va., in
his submission. Nominators
also had their fill of “carbon
footprint’’ — the amount of
greenhouse gases an individ-
ual’s lifestyle produces.

The list wasn’t overrun with

politics despite the national
election — no “change,’’ for
instance — but one simply
couldn’t escape the critics’
wrath.

“I’m a maverick, he’s a mav-
erick, wouldn’t you like to be a
maverick, too?’’ offered
Michael Burke of Silver
Spring, Md., in his entry for
the label embraced by unsuc-
cessful Republican presiden-
tial candidate John McCain.

Also knocked was “first
dude,’’ a term adopted by
Todd Palin, husband of
McCain’s running mate,
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin.

Words related to the econo-
my led to a few meltdowns.

“I am so tired of hearing
about everything affecting
‘Main Street.’ I know that with
the ‘Wall Street’ collapse, the
comparison is convenient,
but really, let’s find another
way to talk about everyman
or the middle class, or even,
heaven forbid, ‘Joe the
Plumber.’’’ wrote Stacey from
Knoxville, Tenn. She provided
only a first name in her bid to
eradicate — or at least sepa-
rate — Wall Street’’ and “Main
Street.’’

Although this year’s slug-
gish economy and record rise
in gas prices may have kept
people closer to home, the

word coined for it, “stayca-
tion,’’ is “idiotic and rootless,’’
says Michele Mooney of Los
Angeles.

An emoticon made the list
for the first time. The strings
of characters used in e-mails
and text-messaging com-
monly represent a face — like
;-) or :-0 — but the school sin-
gled out an emoticon heart,
formed with a “less than’’
symbol and the number 3.

“Monkey’’ was on the list
because of what some see as
its rampant use as a suffix.
“Especially on the Internet,
many people seem to think
they can make any boring
name sound more attractive
just by adding the word ‘mon-
key’ to it,’’ wrote Rogier
Landman of Sommerville,
Mass.

The school’s annual quest
to throw lexicon logs on the
fire always gets some end-of-
the-year attention for the
school in Sault Ste. Marie, the
last stop before Michigan’s
northern border crossing
with Canada. But the list is
more about letting off steam
and offering laughs than per-
forming any verbal vanishing
act.

“We get several nomina-
tions for the same word or
phrase, and we still get nomi-

nations for words and phrases
that have been on previous
years’ lists,’’ said university
spokesman Tom Pink.

“’At this point in time’ was
on the first list in 1976 and it
continues to be nominated
every year. People still hate it.’’

Think these gendarmes of
jargon should “get a life’’?
Watch it, kiddo. That phrase
was banished in 1997.

Lake Superior
State’s 2009 list

of banished words
By The Associated Press

• green
• carbon footprint or
carbon offsetting
• maverick
• first dude
• bailout
• Wall Street/Main
Street
• monkey
• <3 (Emoticon for
‘heart’ used in text
messages and e-mail.)
• icon or iconic
• game changer
• staycation
• desperate search
• not so much
• winner of five nomi-
nations
• it’s that time of year
again

it’s that time of
year again

Banned words list offers no ‘bailout’ to offenders
“If I see one more corporation declare itself

‘green,’ I’m going to start burning tires in
my backyard.’’

— Ed Hardiman of Bristow, Va.

AROUND THE WORLD
M E X I C O

Mexico extradites 10 drug
cartel suspects to U.S.

MEXICO CITY — Mexico has sent
10 alleged drug smugglers to the
United States, capping an already
record year for extraditions
between the two countries.

Mexico’s federal Attorney
General’s office calls the suspects
high-ranking members of the coun-
try’s three most powerful drug car-
tels — the Gulf, Sinaloa and
Arellano-Felix gangs.

Among them is a former federal
official who allegedly worked as
security chief for the Tijuana-based
Arellano-Felix group. Armando
Martinez Duarte is accused of pro-
tecting its members from police
raids and killing cartel rivals in the
border city of Mexicali.

Wednesday’s extraditions raise
the 2008 total to 95, up 12 from last
year.

T H A I L A N D

At least 54 die in
nightclub fire in Bangkok

BANGKOK — At least 54 New

Year’s revelers died when a fire
swept through a packed nightclub
in the Thai capital, police at the
scene said.

Workers counting the bodies
told Associated Press photogra-
pher Sakchai Lalitkanjankul that
about 100 others were injured
when the blaze broke out in a
building with two stories and a
basement.

Police Maj. Gen. Chokchai
Deeprasertwit said the fire may
have been caused by firecrackers
brought into the Santika Club by
guests or sparks flying from a New
Year’s countdown display on the
nightclub stage.

The police officer said 53 bodies
had been counted at the scene
while another person died at a
hospital.

He said death came through
burns, smoke inhalation and
injuries during the stampede to
escape from the club which had
only one door for entry and exit.

The rescue workers said most of
the bodies were found in the base-
ment of the club, which attracts a
well-heeled crowd of Thais and
foreigners. The corpses, placed in
white body bags, were laid out in
rows in the parking lot in

front of the club.
One Indian man working in

Thailand, who gave his name as
Lucky, estimated that the club was
jammed with 700 to 800 people.

R U S S I A

Gazprom: Russia to cut gas
supplies to Ukraine

MOSCOW — Russia’s state gas
monopoly Gazprom said it will cut
off all gas supplies to Ukraine on
Thursday morning after the two
sides failed to reach an agreement
on how much Ukraine will pay in
2009.

The cutoff announced late
Wednesday by Gazprom CEO
Alexei Miller threatened a replay
of the January 2006 crisis, when a
halt in Russian gas shipments to
Ukraine during a similar dispute
resulted in a brief reduction of
supplies to Europe.

But Miller said Gazprom would
continue full shipments to the
European Union, which gets
about a quarter of its gas from the
Russian company, most of it
through pipelines that cross
Ukraine.

The Ukrainian president’s ener-

gy adviser, Bohdan Sokolovsky,
also said Ukraine would guarantee
the delivery of gas to Europe.

“Whatever Russia ships we will
deliver,” he said. “This is what we
have committed to.”

Gazprom had warned it would
cut supplies unless Ukraine paid
off all of its debt and signed a deal
for 2009 deliveries by midnight.
Neither was done, Miller said.

D E N M A R K

Gunman wounds 2 Israelis
in Denmark mall shooting

COPENHAGEN — A gunman
shot and wounded two Israelis
working at a packed central
Denmark shopping mall
Wednesday, police said.

Police spokesman Lars Thede
said it was not immediately clear
whether the Israelis were targeted
because of their nationality. A video
surveillance camera showed a
swarthy man with a dark mustache
and dark hair in his mid-20s pulling
out a gun before opening fire.

“We cannot say whether he is
Palestinian, Iraqi, Iranian or
Bosnian, or where he is from,”
Thede said.

“It is too early to say whether this
has something to do with what
happens elsewhere,” he said, refer-
ring to an Israeli offensive under
way against Gaza’s Hamas rulers in
retaliation for rocket fire. The
strikes have killed some 390 people
so far.

Poul Bjoernhold Loehde, head of
the police in Odense, said the
Danish Security and Intelligence
Service had been informed of the
shooting.

“Because of the present world sit-
uation, we have contacted them. To
us, it is an ordinary criminal case,”
Bjoernhold Loehde told The
Associated Press.

No one at the agency was avail-
able for comment.

The two wounded men are
Israelis in their 20s, Thede said. One
of the wounded was shot in the arm
and the other in the leg, police said.
The wounds are not life threaten-
ing, police said.

The shooting took place at the
Rosengaard mall in Odense, 105
miles west of Copenhagen. It
occurred around 3.30 p.m., when
the mall was filled with people
doing last-minute shopping before
the New Year’s break.

— The Associated Press

Ill. Senate appointee
Burris plans to
attend swearing-in
By Deanna Bellandi
Associated Press writer

CHICAGO — Illinois Gov.
Rod Blagojevich’s choice to
take Barack Obama’s
Senate seat plans to be in
Washington next week
when new senators are
sworn in, but he won’t
make a scene if he’s turned
away by Senate leaders who
object to his appointment.

“That is not my style. I
am not seeking to be
confrontational,’’ former
Illinois Attorney General
Roland Burris told The
Associated Press in an
interview Wednesday.

Blagojevich’s decision to
tap Burris for the seat
thrust the 71-year-old
political veteran back in the
spotlight and immediately
into a corner.

The Illinois secretary of
state refused to certify
Burris’s appointment, the
lieutenant governor called
the selection an insult and
Senate Democrats said they
would not seat him. Even
the president-elect was
cold to the appointment.

“We believe in clean gov-
ernment, and Rod
Blagojevich has unclean
hands,’’ said Lt. Gov. Pat
Quinn, who called
Blagojevich’s actions an
“insult to the people of
Illinois.’’

On Tuesday, Blagojevich
repeatedly sought to dis-
tance his surprise selection
from his own woes. “Please
don’t allow the allegations
against me to taint a good
and honest man,’’ the gov-
ernor said, turning to the
smiling Burris standing by
his side.

“This is about Roland
Burris as a U.S. senator, not
about the governor who
made the appointment,’’
Blagojevich said.

For his part, Burris said
he was “humbled to have
the opportunity’’ and

promised citizens he would
“uphold the integrity of the
office and ask for their con-
tinued confidence in me.’’

Burris said earlier
in December that the
charges against Blagojevich
describe “appalling’’ and
“reprehensible’’ behavior.
He told The Associated
Press that he “absolutely’’
stands by those statements,
but that the governor
remains innocent until
proven guilty.

Burris would not say
whether he thinks
Blagojevich should resign.

The appointment inject-
ed race into the drama sur-
rounding the Democratic
governor. Burris, the first
African-American elected
to major statewide office in
Illinois, would replace
Obama, who had been the
Senate’s only black mem-
ber.

Rep. Bobby Rush, an
Illinois Democrat who was
invited to speak at
Blagojevich’s news confer-
ence, urged Senate leaders
not to block Burris. He told
reporters that Senate
Democrats should not
“hang and lynch the
appointee as you try to cas-
tigate the appointer.’’

Burris didn’t back away
from Rush’s assertion
Wednesday in an interview
on NBC’s “Today.’’

“It is a fact, there are no
African-Americans in the
United States Senate,’’ he
said. “Is it racism that is
taking place? That’s a ques-
tion that someone may
raise.’’

Blagojevich was arrested
Dec. 9 after federal prose-
cutors allegedly recorded
conversations in which
he discussed appointing
someone Obama favored in
exchange for a position in
the new president’s Cabinet
or naming someone
favored by a union if he got
a high-level union job.

AP photo

Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich announces his choice of former Ill.
Attorney General Roland Burris to fill President-elect Barack Obama's
U.S. Senate seat Tuesday in Chicago.
























