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From the subway 
to the Snake River

By Damon Hunzeker
Times-News writer

It’s refreshing to be associ-
ated with something other
than potatoes.

When Tyrone Mushatt
thinks of Idaho, he imagines
Evel Knievel attempting to
jump the Snake River
Canyon.

Mushatt lives in New York.
He’s the assistant coach of
the Westchester Community
College men’s basketball
team, which lost to the
College of Southern Idaho
Friday night.

“CSI beat up on us. We
tried to make it a game for
the fans,” Mushatt said dur-
ing the team’s shoot-around
Saturday afternoon in the
CSI gymnasium. “But I love it
here … When I was a kid,
Idaho meant potatoes, pota-
toes, potatoes. Then I heard
about Evel Knievel, and that
was it. I had the toys, the
dolls and everything.”

Westchester Community

College, located in Valhalla,
is about an hour’s drive from
Manhattan. The team has
played in Twin Falls four of
the past six years, each time
visiting the site of Knievel’s
famous failure in 1974. 

“When you’re from New
York, Idaho could be another
country,” he said. “We
always want the kids to see a
new part of America. If they
weren’t playing ball, there’s
no way they’d come to
Idaho, so it’s good for them
to get out here and see that
people live the same way all
over the country — just a lit-
tle more laid-back out here.”

Jarrid Famous, the team’s
power forward who was
named to the all-tourna-
ment team in the James Ray
Construction Shoot Out,
agreed.

“I’m from the Bronx. It’s
nice and calm out here, real
relaxing,” Famous said.

Players and coaches

Photos by JUSTIN JACKSON/Times-News

Myles Nicholas, a sophomore at Westchester Community College in Valhalla, N.Y., passes the ball during a team practice at the College of Southern

Idaho gymnasium Saturday afternoon in Twin Falls.

New York basketball team
competes in Twin Falls

Javon Holley, left, and Chris Abney of the Westchester Community

College Westcos attempt to box each other out during a practice drill

Saturday afternoon at the College of Southern Idaho in Twin Falls. The

Westchester Westcos of Valhalla, N.Y., have traveled to CSI for the fourth

season to compete.

Luna expected to
discuss Gooding
charter school
By Ben Botkin
Times-News writer

Gooding School District —
and the community it serves
— went through changes in
2008.

North Valley Academy, a
new charter school, opened
in Gooding and now has 160
students. For charter school
supporters, it provides an
education alternative to tra-
ditional public schools. But
for the school district, North
Valley Academy contributed
to declining enrollment, as
about 10 percent of the dis-
trict’s students bolted for the
charter school.

More changes are antici-
pated for this year. North
Valley Academy, currently
serving students from
kindergarten through eighth
grade, will add high school

grades in the fall. The school
can accept up to 96 high
school students for the fall 
of 2009, which could lead 
to further enrollment
declines for Gooding School
District.

It’s under these circum-
stances that Superintendent
of Public Instruction Tom
Luna will visit Gooding
School District on Tuesday.
Luna will take questions in a
meeting at 3:15 p.m. at
Gooding High School, and
the charter school’s impact
is expected to be among the
topics discussed.

“The charter school’s high
school expansion is now
being talked about a great
deal in our community,” said
Heather Williams, superin-
tendent of Gooding School

Richardson withdraws bid
to be commerce secretary
By Nedra Pickler
Associated Press writer

WASHINGTON — New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson
on Sunday announced that
he was withdrawing his nom-
ination to be President-elect
Barack Obama’s commerce
secretary amid a grand jury
investigation into how some
of his political donors won a
lucrative state contract.

Richardson’s withdrawal

was the first disruption of
Obama’s Cabinet process and
the second “pay-to-play’’
investigation that has
touched Obama’s transition
to the presidency. The presi-
dent-elect has remained
above the fray in both the
case of arrested Illinois Gov.
Rod Blagojevich and the New
Mexico case.

A federal grand jury is

AP file photo

President-elect Barack Obama stands with Commerce Secretary designate,

New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, at a news conference in Chicago on Dec.

3, 2008. 
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City looking ahead

By Jared S. Hopkins
Times-News 

The future of Twin Falls
begins now. 

The Twin Falls City Council
is scheduled to hold a public
hearing tonight on the pro-
posed Comprehensive Plan,
a long-term guide for plan-
ning through 2030, and could
vote on it afterward. 

The document, which took
more than a year to draft ,
includes directions for how
Twin Falls should look in
about 20 years. It includes
suggestions, both broadly
and in detail, for implement-
ing the goals that involve

plans for schools, municipal
services and economic devel-
opment.

The 6 p.m. public hearing
is open to the public at 305
Third Ave. E. 

The new comp plan would
replace the city’s existing one
from 1994. Doing so has no
direct fiscal impact, but the
plan’s recommendations
could require spending
money if they were enacted
in the future. 

The consulting agency
that created the plan esti-
mates the city will have
66,000 residents in 2030. The

Twin Falls comp plan public
hearing scheduled for tonight

Please see PLAN, Page A2

The law of the leash
By Jared S. Hopkins
Times-News writer

For almost two years, Tom
Young brought his dog to
Harry Barry Park in Twin
Falls to run around and
exercise until Young’s son
arrived from school.

But last month, Young
decided not to bring Zena, a
German shepherd. He said a
woman who lived near the
park threatened to call the
police.

Zena was without a leash
— which is against the 
law in Twin Falls just 

about everywhere. 
Young — who had moved

from Boise, where there are a
handful of places dogs can
go unleashed — was
shocked when he was
briefed by the Twin Falls
County Sheriff’s Office,
which is contracted by the
city of Twin Falls for animal
control.

Dogs and domestic ani-
mals must always be con-
tained in the city of Twin
Falls, including leashed at
county parks and city parks,

Requiring dogs on leashes in T.F.
unpopular, but the norm in Idaho

JUSTIN JACKSON/Times-News

Zena, a German Shepherd, with her ball at Harry Barry Park morning in

Twin Falls on Saturday.Please see LEASH, Page A2
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Critics: Newark barbed
wire ban helps criminals

SEE NATION, A10

Back in the
picture
Eagles defeat
Vikings, now face
Giants

SEE SPORTS, A4



according to city code and
the county. The only excep-
tion comes in water dog
training areas at Dierkes
Lake, according to the city
code.

“That’s insane,” Young
said of the leash laws in Twin
Falls.

(Young voluntarily writes
a Times-News political blog,
Conservative Corner.)

On private property in the
city, dogs must be leashed,
chained or within a fenced
area, said Twin Falls County
Spokeswoman Lori Nebeker.
In the county, dogs on pri-
vate property are not
required to be contained.

“Most laws are so Person
A isn’t hurting Person B.
That’s what laws are for, to
prevent conflict,” Young
said. “In this case all you’re
doing is playing catch with
your dog, hurting absolutely
no one and yet you’re violat-
ing the law.”

Twin Falls, however,
appears to have the same
rules as other comparable
Idaho cities. There are slight
limitations on private prop-

erty, but dogs generally must
always remain on leashes in
Idaho Falls and Caldwell,
according to officials there.
And it’s the same in
Pocatello, except one park
where dogs are allowed to go
leash-free.

Still, it’s not as if Twin Falls
hasn’t tried to accommodate
man’s best friend. About two
years ago, animal enthusi-
asts and the city explored
creating a formal dog park
— much in the same man-
ner as parks in Boise. 

But nearby homeowners
opposed a dog park north of
Addison Avenue and behind
Smith’s Food & Drug
Centers.

Twin Falls Parks and
Recreation Director Dennis
Bowyer said the city sup-
ports the concept — there’s
the growth of Twin Falls and
a lot of dog owners — but
residents oppose one “in
their backyard.”

“It’s not a top priority but
I’d still like to see a long-
term plan to have a dog
park,” he said.

Debbie Blackwood, direc-
tor of the Twin Falls Animal

Shelter, said since the park
attempt died, the issue has
gone dormant. But the best
scenario might be allowing a
dog park in an open area so
far untouched by develop-
ment, she said.

“It takes a long time to
take that leap into a dog
park,” she said. “Nobody
wants that park by them. Yes
we care, yes we have tried to
do something about it and
yes we have met resistance
from those whose properties
border those sites.”

Leash laws are enacted
generally for safety reasons.
According to the county, last
year, there were 600 dog-at-
large complaints in the
county and 3,081 in the city;
11 citations in the county
and 59 in the city; and 85
warnings in the county and
631 in the city. Most cita-
tions are infractions with a
$100 penalty.

“The policies are struc-
tured first and foremost for
public safety, and animal
safety,” Nebeker said. “We
believe they are successful,
but feel there is a continued
need for public education.”

city — barely 100 years old
— recently passed the
40,000 population mark
and grew by 12 percent
from 2000 to 2005. 

In the plan, the Snake
River Canyon Rim was rec-
ognized as being very
important, and the consult-
ants have said the rim is
projected as one of Twin
Falls’ future core pieces that
would be connected to the
rest of the city through
major streets.

The City Council has a
very thin agenda tonight, 
as the comprehensive plan
is expected to be discussed
and debated at length. 

The council has had several
workshops to discuss 
the plan but due to legal
restrictions cannot “delib-

erate” until voting comes
up. 

No amendments may be
made to the plan for one
year after its adoption. The
city’s Transportation Master
Plan, and the Capital
Improvement Plan that was
recommended by an advi-
sory committee, are includ-
ed in the plan’s package. 

Meanwhile, the trans-
portation plan, designed
concurrently using identi-
cal population estimates,
will help officials in plan-
ning and predicting needs
in roads, trails and other
street-related items. The
current plan was adopted in
1993. 

PPaatt’’ss  PPiicckkss ...  Pat Marcantonio

Three things to go and do today
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Go to Magicvalley.com to find a
ski report at the Snow Center.

Seasonal percentage
Watershed % of Avg. peak
Salmon 101% 43%
Big Wood 97% 42%
Little Wood 107% 44%
Big Lost 105% 43%
Little Lost 100% 43%
Henrys Fork/Teton 91% 39%
Upper Snake Basin 99% 43%
Oakley 97% 39%
Salmon Falls 105% 44%

As of Jan. 4

• For a different kind of
shopping experience, check
out the several Mexican
shops in downtown Jerome
and on Lincoln Avenue. They
offer everything from food to
clothing.

• Register for the Frank
Church Conference on
Public Affairs Feb. 2 at Boise
State University. This one

focuses on “Change —
America’s Challenges: Perils
and Possibilities for the new
Administration” and includes
informative sessions. Call
208-426-2941 for more info.

• If you’re a World War II
buff, sign up for the College
of Southern Idaho enrich-
ment class about the famous
Battle of the Bulge. The

Burley class goes from Jan. 8
to 22 at a cost of $30. So,
move out and call 678-1400
to register.

Have your own pick you
want to share? Something
that is unique to the area and
that may take people by sur-
prise? E-mail me at
patm@magicvalley.com.

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS
MOMS Club(R), for stay-at-home moms, 10 to
11 a.m., Episcopal Church of the Ascension,
371 Eastland Dr., Twin Falls, 539-6470. 

Burley Music Club Board meeting, 1:30 p.m.,
Burley Public Library, 1300 Miller Ave., 678-
5482 or 878-7375.

DAV Stradley Chapter 5 meeting, 7 p.m., DAV
Hall, 459 Shoup Ave. (corner of Shoup and
Harrison), Twin Falls, 733-6042.

Rodeo Committee meeting, 2009 Rodeo plan-
ning, 7 p.m., at the Fair Office, Twin Falls
County Fair and Rodeo, Filer, 326-4396.

GOVERNMENT
Twin Falls County commissioners, 8:30 a.m.,
courthouse, 425 Shoshone St. N., 736-4068.

Cassia County commissioners, 9 a.m., court-
house, 1459 Overland, 878-7302. 

Jerome County commissioners, 9 a.m., court-
house, 300 N. Lincoln, 644-2700.

Minidoka County commissioners, 9 a.m., court-
house, 715 G St., Rupert, 436-7111.

Twin Falls City Council, 5 p.m., council cham-
bers, 305 Third Ave. E., 735-7274.  

Ketchum City Council, 5:30 p.m., City Hall, 480
E. Ave. N., 726-3841.

Hailey Planning and Zoning Commission, 6:30
p.m., courthouse, 206 First Ave. S., 788-5570.

Dietrich City Council, 7 p.m., City Hall, 103 S.
Main, 544-2102.

Gooding City Council, 7 p.m., City Hall, 308
Fifth Ave. W., 934-5669.

Hansen Community Library Board, 7 p.m.,
library, 120 W. Maple, 423-5158.

Twin Falls County Parks and Waterways

Advisory Board, 7 p.m., 450 Sixth Ave. W.,
734-9491.

Acequia City Council, 8 p.m., Acequia
Automotive, 20602 F St., 436-6775.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Fit and Fall Proof Exercise Class, 10 to 11

a.m., Blaine County Senior Connection, 721
S. Third Ave., Hailey, no cost, 737-5988.

Fit and Fall Proof Exercise Class, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m., Ageless Senior Citizens, Inc., 310
Main St. N., Kimberly, no cost, 737-5988. 

SilverSneakers Fitness Program, innovative
exercise program designed specifically for
Medicare beneficiaries’ unique health and
physical needs, 11:15 a.m. to noon, Twin Falls
YMCA, 1751 Elizabeth Blvd., no cost for
Humana-insured or YMCA members and $5
per class for non-insured, 733-4384.

Fit and Fall Proof Exercise Class, 1:30 p.m.,
front lounge, Woodstone Assisted Living
Facility, 491 Caswell Ave. W., Twin Falls, no
cost, 737-5988.

Choices for Recovery, a non-traditional, 12-
step spiritual program open to all faiths,
issues and addictions, 4 to 5:30 p.m., west
conference room, Minidoka Memorial Hospital,
Rupert, no cost, 431-3741. 

Recovery for Life: “Find Help, Discover Hope,

Experience Healing,” includes Divorce Care,
Financial Peace, Co-dependency for Women,
12-Step HOPE (addiction recovery), 6 to 6:45
p.m. meal served and 7 p.m. meetings, Twin
Falls Reformed Church, 1631 Grandview Drive
N., (corner of Grandview Drive North and Pole
Line Road), 733-6128. 

Special Parents/Special Kids, for parents of 
a child with special physical, mental or emo-
tional needs, 7 p.m., Twin Falls Reformed
Church, 1631 Grandview Drive N. (corner of
Grandview Drive North and Pole Line Road),
733-6128.  

To have an event listed, please submit the
name of the event, a brief description, time,
place, cost and contact number to Suzanne
Browne by e-mail at
sbrowne@magicvalley.com; by fax, 734-5538;
or by mail, Times-News, P.O.Box 548, Twin
Falls, ID 83303-0548. Deadline is noon, four
days in advance of the event.

couldn’t recall anything they
didn’t like about Twin Falls,
and said the people they
encounter are routinely sin-
cere. 

“I didn’t know what to
expect when I came out here
for the first time last year,
but the hospitality was unre-
al,” team manager David
Vandiven said. “The way
people go out of their way to
support us, even though we
have no fans in the audi-
ence, is amazing — just a

real supportive atmos-
phere.”

As the shoot-around came
to an end, guard Myles
Nicholas provided a unique
perspective on the match-
up Saturday night against
Treasure Valley Community
College. (Westchester won,
77-68.)

“My dad’s our coach,” he
said, referring to Winston
Nicholas, who was sick and
stayed at the hotel. “At times,
it can be difficult, but we
have a good relationship on

and off the court. He treats
me the same as everyone
else. He doesn’t have to
coach me as much, though.
This is my third year playing
for him, so I know the pro-
gram.”

Then, like everyone else in
the gym, Nicholas couldn’t
resist complimenting Idaho.

“People out here are nice,”
he said.

Damon Hunzeker can be
reached at 208-677-8764 or
dhunzeker@magicvalley.com.

Subway
Continued from page A1

District. “I hear questions
from parents and patrons.
They want to know what the
difference is between tradi-
tional public schools and
charter public schools.”

Melissa McGrath, spokes-
woman for Luna, said a rural
education task force is
reviewing overall declining
enrollment in Idaho school
districts, not only the impact
of charter schools.

The enrollment drop has
attracted the attention of leg-
islators, who have heard from
constituents.

“I think this meeting does
need to occur,” said Rep.
Donna Pence, D-Gooding.

Pence said Gooding School
District, which has more than
1,100 students, is in a differ-
ent situation compared with
larger districts that are near
charter schools.

“There’s a whole set of

implications that didn’t occur
in the larger schools” Pence
said. “Maybe in this particu-
lar situation we may need to
go in and look at the rules.
Maybe there’s something that
we can do to make it easier
for both of these to function.”

North Valley Academy offi-
cials have said their goal is to
give parents an alternative to
educate their children, not
hurt Gooding School District.

Deby Infanger, chair-
woman of the charter
school’s board, said some of
her school’s parents have
indicated an interest in
attending the meeting.
Infanger said Luna has been
fair in past discussions with
the charter school and school
district officials.

“He’s been very evenhand-
ed,” she said.

Rep. Wendy Jaquet, D-
Ketchum, said she attended a
recent meeting with the

Idaho State Department of
Education and school offi-
cials from the district and
North Valley Academy.

“It was a good meeting,
and I think that the two
groups have been communi-
cating all along and it seems
like the communication is
going pretty well,” she said.

Providing the same variety
of classes can be a challenge
for the district as it shrinks,
Jaquet said. 

“It’s difficult for them to
offer as many electives as you
get smaller,” she said.

Williams, the Gooding
superintendent, stressed that
students should come first in
all discussions.

“Personally, the goal needs
to be: ‘What can we do to
provide the best programs for
the students of Gooding?’”
she said. “At the end of the
day, we’re a very small com-
munity.”

Luna
Continued from page A1

Speak on the 

comp plan 
Public hearing tonight at 6 p.m.
on the proposed Twin Falls
Comprehensive Plan. A Twin
Falls City Council vote is
scheduled to follow, according
to its agenda. 

The Comprehensive Plan is a
planning guide for how Twin
Falls should look in about 20
years. 

Meetings are open to the public
and held at 305 Third Ave. E. 

Leash
Continued from page A1

Plan
Continued from page A1

investigating how a
California company that con-
tributed to Richardson’s
political activities won a New
Mexico transportation con-
tract worth more than $1 mil-
lion. Richardson said in a
statement issued by the
Obama transition office that
the investigation could take
weeks or months but
expressed confidence it will
show he and his administra-
tion acted properly.

A senior Obama adviser
said that when Richardson
was nominated, he gave
assurances that he would
come out fine in the investi-
gation and the president-
elect had no reason to doubt
it. But as the grand jury con-
tinued to pursue the case, it
became clear that confirma-
tion hearings would have to
be delayed for six weeks or
even longer until the investi-
gation was complete, said the
adviser, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity about the
discussions because they
were private.

Aides to both men insisted
that Richardson made the
decision to withdraw and
was not pushed out by
Obama. But one Democrat
involved in discussions over
the matter said transition
officials became increasingly
nervous during the last cou-
ple of weeks that the investi-
gation was a bigger problem
than Richardson had origi-
nally indicated.

Richardson spokesman
Gilbert Gallegos said the gov-
ernor believed the grand jury
matter would be cleared up
by this time, but decided to
withdraw when it became
clear it wouldn’t. “It was the
governor’s idea, and his deci-
sion,’’ Gallegos said.

Obama said he has accept-
ed Richardson’s withdrawal,

first reported by NBC News,
“with deep regret.’’

“Governor Richardson is
an outstanding public ser-
vant and would have brought
to the job of Commerce
Secretary and our economic
team great insights accumu-
lated through an extraordi-
nary career in federal and
state office,’’ Obama said in a
statement. “It is a measure of
his willingness to put the
nation first that he has
removed himself as a candi-
date for the Cabinet to avoid
any delay in filling this
important economic post at
this critical time. Although
we must move quickly to fill
the void left by Governor
Richardson’s decision, I look
forward to his future service
to our country and in my
administration.’’

Richardson said in his
statement that he will remain
as governor and told Obama,
“I am eager to serve in the
future in any way he deems
useful.’’

“I have concluded that the
ongoing investigation also
would have forced an unten-
able delay in the confirma-
tion process,’’ Richardson
said. “Given the gravity of the
economic situation the
nation is facing, I could not in
good conscience ask the
president-elect and his
administration to delay for
one day the important work
that needs to be done.’’

The announcement came
ahead of Obama’s Monday
meetings with congressional
leaders on a massive eco-
nomic recovery bill he wants
lawmakers to pass quickly.

A person familiar with the
investigation in New Mexico
has told The Associated Press
that the grand jury is looking
into possible “pay-to-play’’
dealings between CDR
Financial Products and

someone in a position to
push the contract through
with the state of New Mexico.

State documents show
CDR was paid a total of $1.48
million in 2004 and 2005 for
its work on a transportation
program.

Richardson ran against
Obama in the Democratic
presidential primary, but
withdrew after a poor show-
ing in the Iowa caucuses and
New Hampshire primary.

He is one of the most
prominent Hispanics in the
Democratic Party, having
served in Congress and as
President Clinton’s ambassa-
dor to the United Nations
and energy secretary. As gov-
ernor, he has kept up an
international profile with a
specialty in dealing with
rouge nations. Obama also
considered him to be secre-
tary of state.

CDR and its CEO, David
Rubin, have contributed at
least $110,000 to three politi-
cal committees formed by
Richardson, according to an
AP review of campaign
finance records.

The largest donation,
$75,000, was made by CDR in
June 2004 — a couple of
months after the transporta-
tion financing arrangement
won state approval — to a
political committee that
Richardson established
before the Democratic
National Convention that
year.

In the Illinois case,
Blagojevich is accused of try-
ing to sell the Senate seat that
Obama gave up to become
president. Obama and two of
his top aides have been inter-
viewed by the U.S. attorney’s
office pursuing the case but
have denied any knowledge
of such a scheme and have
not been accused by prose-
cutors of any wrongdoing.

Bid
Continued from page A1



By Rupa Shenoy
Associated Press writer

CHICAGO — Just days
before a high-stakes show-
down in the nation’s capital,
the man selected to take
President-elect Barack
Obama’s vacated U.S. Senate
seat sought spiritual and
political sustenance on
Sunday at a South Side
Chicago church.

Warm words of support
and prayers for Roland Burris
contrasted with the frigid
reactions from Senate lead-
ers, many of whom say his
appointment by embattled
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich
is so badly stained that Burris
shouldn’t be seated when the
new Congress convenes this
week.

Burris took the stage at
New Covenant Church on
Sunday evening to a crescen-
do of drums, organ music
and applause from hundreds
of supporters, including
black leaders and ministers.

“The appointment is legal,”
he said, thanking those gath-

ered at the prayer service.
“That is all there is. I don’t
know what all the confusion
is about.”

Before the service, Burris
supporter U.S. Rep. Bobby
Rush and about 60 ministers
condemned Senate
Democratic leaders for
rejecting Burris.

Rush, a Chicago Democrat,
called the U.S. Senate “the
last bastion of plantation pol-
itics.”

But Chicago Tribune
columnist Clarence Page
wrote Sunday that he resents
the notion that “the black
community (has) become
the last refuge for scalawags
like Blagojevich” and he
thinks he’s not alone, based
on Secretary of State Jesse
White’s refusal to certify
Burris’ appointment. White,
like Page, is African
American.

The Senate’s top two
Democrats defended their
right to deny the seat to
Burris, while refusing to rule
out a deal as Congress and its
new members begin

work this week.
Democrats say Burris’

appointment is tainted
because it was made by
Blagojevich, who is accused
by federal authorities of offer-
ing to sell the vacancy to the
highest bidder. Burris, a for-
mer state attorney general,
says the appointment is legal
and the governor had the
authority to do it. He has
threatened to sue Senate
Democrats if they refuse to
swear him in as the cham-
ber’s only black member.

“Anything can happen,”
said Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev. But he
described the chances of
Burris joining the Senate as
“very difficult.”

The second-ranking
Democrat, Illinois Sen. Dick

Durbin, acknowledged that
his governor has the state
constitutional authority to fill
the vacancy. “The Senate of
the United States has the U.S.
constitutional responsibility
to decide if Mr. Burris was
chosen in a proper manner
and that is what we’re going
to do,” Durbin said.

Rush called on Durbin to
meet with African-America
leaders, calling the Illinois
senator “cavalier and one-
sided.”

To Reid, “there’s clearly
legal authority for us to do
whatever we want to. This
goes back for generations.”
He declared his concern
about “a cloud over anyone
that comes from the state of
Illinois being appointed by
Blagojevich.”
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Congress faces
ambitious agenda
By Shailagh Murray
and Paul Kane
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Rarely
have lawmakers confronted
an agenda as ambitious as the
one Congress will face upon
convening this week, with an
incoming president pushing
to stabilize an economy on
the brink of long-term reces-
sion, to create universal
health coverage and to over-
haul federal energy policies.

There are already signs that
the usual divisions that send
so many ambitious bills down
to defeat will confront
President-elect Barack
Obama in his first weeks on
the job. Some Republicans are
spoiling for an early policy
fight that will test Obama’s
mettle, while a number of
Democrats are seeking gains
in exchange for supporting
his initiatives. Conservative
House Democrats are
demanding that statutory
deficit-reduction language be
included in a pending eco-
nomic-stimulus package that
could ultimately cost a trillion
dollars. And Senate centrists
have warned that the incom-
ing administration’s ambi-
tious global warming legisla-
tion might be a non-starter.

Over the past 15 years, dur-
ing which a large majority of
current lawmakers were first
elected to Congress, partisan
feuding has reduced
Congress’s output to a bare
minimum of must-pass
measures. Party-line voting
peaked during the Bush pres-
idency, while productivity
slumped. The Senate held the
lowest number of votes in
2008 since any year going
back to 1951, according to a
recent Congressional
Quarterly survey.

With Republicans holding
just enough seats to put the
brakes on sweeping initiatives
in the Senate, the new presi-
dent’s agenda may rest on his
ability to deliver on another
campaign pledge, to change
the way Washington does
business by adopting a more
pragmatic and inclusive gov-
erning style. And as the
nation’s economic woes deep-
en, there are early indications
that lawmakers may be will-
ing to put aside precedent, as
the incoming Obama admin-
istration — at least so far —
sends the welcome signals to
key constituencies.

“I’m encouraged by their
talk. But their talk has to be
followed up with action,’’ said
Rep. Baron Hill, D-Ind., co-
chairman of the Blue Dog
Coalition, a group of 47 fiscal-
ly conservative House
Democrats.

Rahm Emanuel, who
recently resigned his House
seat and will serve as Obama’s
chief of staff, said that a shift
in sentiment is already palpa-
ble and that the new adminis-
tration plans to take full
advantage. Lawmakers sense
that the need for action is
urgent, Emanuel said, and
they recognize that Congress’s
dismal approval ratings
would make them easy scape-
goats if the gamesmanship
continues. “You never allow a
serious crisis to go to waste,’’
Emanuel said. “People sense
that we’re at a different
moment in time, and that you
have to put aside precon-
ceived notions and partisan-
ship to solve problems.’’

Committee leaders in both
parties worked through the
holidays on several major ini-
tiatives, including a mam-
moth overhaul of the health-
care system that is moving on
a faster track than Obama
officials had anticipated, and
the stimulus bill lawmakers
hope to have ready for Obama
to sign soon after his swear-
ing-in.

Republicans will hold at
least 41 Senate seats, enough
to filibuster if they maintain
discipline in their ranks. Soon

after the election, Obama
began to reach out to individ-
ual GOP members through
phone calls and meetings led
by Emanuel. Beginning with
the stimulus debate in early
January, Obama will push for
Republicans to be included in
major policy negotiations as
they unfold, senior
Democratic aides said. The
goal is to set a precedent with
the economic recovery pack-
age and store goodwill for
subsequent battles.

“We are not going to be
hampered by ideology in try-
ing to get this country back on
track,’’ Obama said at a post-
election National Governors
Association meeting in
Philadelphia. “If you can show
me something you are doing
that’s working, or if you tell
me that this program or this
regulation is hampering us
from doing smart things that
will advance the interests of
your state, then you’re going
to have a ready ear.’’

Sen. Charles Grassley of
Iowa, the ranking Republican
on the Finance Committee, is
one of many GOP members
eager for Congress to act big,
for a change. He has spoken
by telephone with Obama, a
“welcome conversation,’’ as
the veteran lawmaker put it.
But Grassley also is also a real-
ist, saying his party would be
wise to re-examine its tactics.

“There’s a reality for
Republicans that with lesser
numbers, we’re going to have
to pick and choose where we
draw the line,’’ Grassley said.
“There won’t be as many lines
drawn as in the past.’’

As useful as Republican
support could prove, Obama
also is attempting to become
the first Democratic president
since the mid-1960s to forge
an effective working relation-
ship with a big congressional
majority of the same party.
The last two Democratic pres-
idents, Jimmy Carter and Bill
Clinton, saw their party lead-
ers on Capitol Hill turn
against them, leading to elec-
toral disasters for the party in
1980 and in 1994. An energy
crisis helped to do in Carter,
while a failed health-care pro-
posal contributed to a
Republican congressional
landslide two years into
Clinton’s first term.

Obama is trying to address
both those issues while man-
aging the largest global finan-
cial crisis since the Great
Depression, along with the
beginning of a U.S. troop
withdrawal from Iraq.

But the economic down-
turn will represent the first
test of Obama’s relationship
with congressional
Democrats, potentially pitting
him against the party’s formi-
dable wing of fiscal conserva-
tives.

Leaders from both cham-
bers sat down to work out
details in meetings at the
Capitol beginning in mid-
December. With House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., staking an early posi-
tion in favor of a $500 billion
recovery plan, Obama’s advis-
ers spread the word that their
plan would probably
approach $850 billion.

These numbers sent sticker
shock through the Blue Dog
caucus, which has crusaded
for federal deficit reduction
and which represents a large
enough force to block just
about anything, particularly if
Republicans hang together in
opposition.

After discussions with
Emanuel and other top
Obama advisers, Hill said the
caucus’s leaders decided to
“set aside our strong feelings
about deficit reduction’’ to
support the plan, but with
certain conditions. The group
wants to insert statutory lan-
guage in federal law institut-
ing pay-as-you-go rules,
which require spending cuts
or tax increases to offset new
federal programs.

DOUG MILLS/The New York Times

President-elect Barack Obama arrives at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., on Sunday. Obama flew for the first time on one of the Air Force planes used

to ferry presidents and other top government officials. Any plane from the fleet is Air Force One only if the president is aboard.

Obama arrives in Washington area
The Associated Press

ANDREWS AIR FORCE
BASE — President-elect
Barack Obama landed in the
Washington area Sunday
evening, setting up the final
march toward his Jan. 20
inauguration.

Obama landed hours after
his pick for commerce secre-
tary, New Mexico Gov. Bill
Richardson, took his name
out of the running amid a
federal grand jury investiga-
tion into government con-
tracts. Obama also faces
other challenges in the com-
ing days, including meetings
with congressional leaders
Monday to promote an eco-
nomic plan.

But as he prepared to leave
his hometown of Chicago, he
preferred to keep talk per-
sonal.

“I’ve got to tell you, I
choked up a little bit leaving
my house today,’’ Obama
told reporters aboard a gov-
ernment 757 plane typically
used by vice presidents and

first ladies. It was his first trip
on a government aircraft
since winning election Nov.
4, aides said.

Obama said pictures of his
daughter, 10-year-old Malia,
and her friends triggered the
emotion.

“Malia’s friend had
dropped off an album of the
two of them. They’ve been
friends since preschool. I just
looked through the pages,
the house was empty. It was a
little tough,’’ Obama said.

Asked if he was looking
forward to arriving in
Washington, Obama smiled
and said yes, “although living
in a hotel for two weeks? We
did that for two years.’’

The president-elect is stay-
ing at the Hay-Adams Hotel
across from the White House.
His wife and two young
daughters made the same
trip from Chicago on
Saturday.

Obama has a busy week
ahead of him. On Monday,
after his girls leave for their
first day of classes at the pri-

vate Sidwell Friends School,
he has a meeting planned
with Democratic and
Republican leaders about a
proposed economic plan. On
Wednesday, he is scheduled
to attend lunch at the White
House with former presi-
dents.

He also has some high-
profile members of his
administration to name,
including a director of
national intelligence and a
CIA director. He has to also
find a replacement for
Richardson, a top-tier
Hispanic politician who
added diversity to his inner
circle.

“It is a measure of his will-
ingness to put the nation first
that he has removed himself
as a candidate for the
Cabinet in order to avoid any
delay in filling this important
economic post at this critical
time,’’ Obama said in a state-
ment Sunday.

Confirmation hearings for
other members of his
Cabinet are scheduled in the

coming days.
The Obamas plan to take

up residence at the Hay-
Adams until the White
House’s guest quarters at
Blair House, across
Pennsylvania Avenue, are
available Jan. 15.

The Obamas moved early
so their daughters — 7-year-
old Sasha and Malia — could
start on time at the private
Sidwell Friends School, an
aide said. Other political
children to attend the school
have included Al Gore III and
Chelsea Clinton.

Opened in 1928, the Hay-
Adams Hotel sits across
Lafayette Square from the
White House, Obama’s even-
tual work place and home. Its
name comes from two his-
torical figures who lived on
the site: John Hay, the private
assistant to President
Abraham Lincoln and later
secretary of state, and Henry
Adams, an author and
descendant of Presidents
John Adams and John
Quincy Adams.

Burris drama plays out as Senate set to begin work
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5 takeaways help Ravens beat Dolphins 27-9
By Steven Wine
Associated Press writer

MIAMI — The Baltimore Ravens
had Chad Pennington spinning,
ducking, on his heels and on his
back. When he did manage to get a
pass away, they were often there to
snatch it. 

The Ravens came up with four
interceptions, including one
returned 64 yards for a touchdown
by Ed Reed, and won 27-9 Sunday to
spoil the Miami Dolphins’ first play-
off game in seven seasons. 

Baltimore stuffed Miami’s ground
attack and negated the Wildcat, but
most of all the Ravens harried
Pennington into uncharacteristic
mistakes. After throwing only seven
interceptions during the regular sea-
son, he had four during a 22-minute
flurry midway through the game. 

“We heard all week that they don’t
turn the ball over,” linebacker Ray
Lewis said. “But we force turnovers.” 

With a rookie coach in John
Harbaugh and a rookie quarterback
in Joe Flacco, wild-card entrant
Baltimore (12-5) won for the 10th
time in 12 games and will play
Saturday at AFC South champion
Tennessee. 

“We’re going to Tennessee,” Reed
said. “Be there.” 

The playoff victory was the first for
the Ravens since they beat Miami in
a first-round game in January 2002.
The result put the brakes on this sea-
son’s remarkable resurgence by the
Dolphins (11-6), who won the AFC
East after going 1-15 in 2007. 

“It has been a special year; that’s
why it hurts so much,” Pennington
said. “You want to keep it going and
see how far you can take it.” 

A soft schedule contributed to
Miami’s turnaround, and there was
nothing soft about the Ravens. They
forced repeated mistakes by a team
that tied an NFL record with only 13
turnovers during the regular season. 

Reed had two interceptions, and
Jim Leonhard and Fabian
Washington made one apiece. Terrell
Suggs recovered a fumble by Patrick
Cobbs early in the second half at the
Miami 19, and four plays later
Le’Ron McClain scored on an 8-yard
run for a 20-3 lead. 

Pennington, playing his first game
since being chosen the NFL
Comeback Player of the Year, was
sacked three times and faced con-
stant pressure. 

“It always starts up front,” Ravens
defensive tackle Trevor Pryce said.
“We had some favorable matchups,
and we took advantage of them. It’s
quite simple.” 

Baltimore’s secondary also had
Miami overmatched. Pennington,
who finished 25-for-38 for 252 yards,
said the Ravens made good plays on
three of the interceptions, and he
regretted throwing only one. 

BACK IN THE PICTURE
By Dave Campbell 
Associated Press writer

MINNEAPOLIS — All
but forgotten as a post-
season contender just
one month earlier,
Andy Reid, Donovan
McNabb and the

Philadelphia Eagles
have a playoff win. 

Next up: the Super Bowl
champions. 

Brian Westbrook caught a
short pass out of the back-

field and zigzagged through
the Minnesota defense for a

devastating 71-yard touch-
down midway through the
fourth quarter, and the

Eagles spoiled the Vikings’
first home playoff game in

eight years with a 26-14 victory
Sunday. 

Asante Samuel’s 44-yard interception
return of Tarvaris Jackson’s errant pass
in the second quarter set a tone for the
kind of game most Vikings fans feared
from the unpolished quarterback. 

Reid improved his playoff coaching
record to 9-6, including at least one win

each time the Eagles have qualified in his
10 years. He bested his buddy and former
offensive coordinator Brad Childress in
this one, and they spoke for several
moments on the field after the game. 

Philadelphia will play next Sunday in
New Jersey against the top-seeded Giants,
sending Arizona to play Carolina in the
other NFC semifinal on Saturday. 

Jackson, who lost his job in September
but got it back when Gus Frerotte was hurt,
went 15-for-35 for 164 yards. Adrian
Peterson’s two touchdown runs weren’t
nearly enough for NFC North champion
Minnesota, which will head to yet another
offseason with burning questions about
the quarterbacks. 

Westbrook couldn’t find any room to
run, even with two starters (Ray Edwards
and Pat Williams) missing on Minnesota’s
offensive line. But McNabb, who went 23-
for-34 for 300 yards, kept the offense from
derailing. He tossed a ball toward his
always-reliable running back at just the
right time with the Eagles clinging to a
two-point lead after a scoreless third quar-
ter. 

Westbrook received a slew of strong
blocks as he slalomed downfield for the
clinching TD. 

Stability at quarterback almost certainly
would have given the Vikings another win
or two, and perhaps a first-round bye. And
despite a drastically better December,
Jackson showed he’s still quite raw and in
need of a lot more experience. 

His one big mistake really hurt, an
underthrown out route to Sidney Rice that
Samuel read perfectly and picked off for a
44-yard return and a 16-7 lead. 

McNabb wasn’t perfect. He lost a fumble
in the third quarter and took an 8-yard
sack to push the Eagles out of David Akers’
field goal range. But the Vikings didn’t cap-
italize on the turnover and left plenty of
receivers open in the middle of the field —
particularly Jason Avant and tight end
Brent Celek — for McNabb to target. 

Though he was benched briefly in
November, before the Eagles won four of
their last five games to sneak into the play-
offs, McNabb set a franchise record for
yards passing this year and helped Philly
make the postseason for the seventh time
in nine years. There were some bad games,
but he’s still in the league’s upper crust of
quarterbacks. 

After Akers made a 51-yard field goal —
he went 4-for-4 for the afternoon — to fin-
ish the first quarter, the Vikings drove 78
yards for the lead. On third-and-2 at the
Philadelphia 40, Peterson zoomed through
the line untouched and beat Quintin
Demps to the corner of the end zone for
his first playoff touchdown. 

Longhorns, Buckeyes ready for Fiesta Bowl
By Andrew Bagnato 
Associated Press writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Texas coach
Mack Brown has a theory about
bowl games. 

“If the teams are fairly even, the
team that wants to be there the most
and has the edge and is more moti-
vated usually wins,” Brown said. 

If third-ranked Texas had a choice,
it would be in Miami preparing to
face Florida for the BCS title. But the
Longhorns still have plenty of moti-
vation against No. 10 Ohio State in
the Fiesta Bowl tonight.

Snubbed in their bid for a slot in
the Bowl Championship Series title
game, the Longhorns (11-1) will try
to take their frustrations out on the
Buckeyes (10-2), who have made
their fifth bowl trip to Arizona since
2002. 

“Really, what’s going through our
minds is, ‘Let’s just put on a show,
basically,”‘ Texas defensive end
Brian Orakpo said. 

The Longhorns finished in a
three-way tie atop the rugged Big 12

South and thought
their 10-point vic-
tory over
O k l a h o m a
should have
put them in
the Big 12 title
game. But
Oklahoma was
declared the division winner on a
BCS standings tiebreaker, and the
Sooners ripped Missouri in the Big
12 playoff to earn a trip to the
national title game. 

The Longhorns still have a shot at
a national title, but it’s slender. 

Either Oklahoma or Florida will
claim the BCS national title. But
the 65 pollsters who vote in The
Associated Press Top 25 are free to
select the Longhorns No. 1. 

Six AP voters have the Longhorns
atop their ballots, and that number
could swell if the top-ranked
Gators lose and their 50 first-place
votes go up for grabs. Some voters
might choose Texas because it beat
Oklahoma. 

It’s a long shot, but it’s the only

shot Texas has. The Longhorns will
have no shot if they don’t take care
of the Buckeyes. 

“I don’t know what needs to hap-
pen,” Texas tailback Chris
Ogbonnaya said. “Right now, our
focus is Ohio State and really that is
all that matters. We can’t talk about
being in the national champi-
onship picture without having a
victory against them.” 

The Buckeyes haven’t been in the
national title discussion since a 35-
3 walloping at USC on Sept. 13. But
the Big Ten co-champs say they
have plenty of motivation, and, like
Texas, it springs from a bad experi-
ence in the BCS. 

After absorbing lopsided losses
to Florida and LSU in the last two
BCS title games, the Buckeyes have
grown tired of hearing that they are
a product of a soft conference and
don’t belong among the national
elite. 

“It would be nice to win that big
game,” linebacker James
Laurinaitis said. “We will be
remembered about how this game

comes out. It is just a real fact.” 
Ohio State coach Jim Tressel

brushed aside suggestions that the
Buckeyes might be bored by anoth-
er trip to Arizona. 

“It wasn’t real hard for our guys
to be excited when they were
named to come to the Fiesta Bowl,”
he said. “And then they get to know
it will be against Texas, who could
be the best team in the country.
They wanted to go to work.” 

Questions about motivation
aside, the Fiesta Bowl presents an
interesting clash of conference
styles. It pits the freewheeling Big
12, where tackling often seems
optional, against the staid, conser-
vative Big Ten. 

With Heisman Trophy runner-up
Colt McCoy directing the attack,
the Longhorns average 43.9 points
per game. That was fifth in the
nation — but only third in the
loony Big 12 South, where
Oklahoma scores a national-best
54 points per game and Texas Tech
averages 44.5 points, fourth in the
country. 

AP Coach 
of the year:
Mike Smith
By Barry Wilner 
Associated Press writer

NEW YORK — Mike
Smith and Tony Sparano
performed so brilliantly as
rookie head coaches it was
almost impossible to sepa-
rate them. 

Atlanta’s Smith edged
Miami’s Sparano by one
vote Sunday for The
Associated Press 2008 NFL
Coach of the Year award. 

Both coaches oversaw
sensational turnarounds,
leading their teams from
last-place finishes in 2007
to playoff berths this year.
Their achievements were
reflected by the closeness of
the balloting, with Smith
getting 23½ votes and
Sparano 22½ from a
nationwide panel of 50
sports writers and broad-
casters who cover the NFL. 

After improving from 4-
12 to 11-5 and making the
NFC playoffs as a wild card,
the Falcons fell 30-24 at
Arizona on Saturday night.
That should not detract
from a memorable season
that bodes
well for
the foot-
ball future
in Atlanta. 

“ I ’ m
h o n o r e d
individu-
ally, but
more so
for our
c o a c h i n g
staff and
our players,” Smith said. “I
think we have tried to
establish that we’d be very
systematic in how we did
things, that we were going
to have a plan. 

“We laid that plan out
from the very beginning
how we were going to prac-
tice, how we were going to
travel, how we were going
to meet, how we were going
to communicate, and I
think the guys really appre-
ciated definitely how we
presented the plan in the
framework for us to start
the season.” 

Smith helped guide quar-
terback Matt Ryan to the AP
Offensive Rookie of the Year
award. Smith also had a
first-time starter at running
back, Michael Turner, who
rushed for 1,699 yards and
17 touchdowns. 

That certainly helped as
Smith had to deal with a
makeover of the Falcons
organization and its image
following the incarceration
of quarterback Michael
Vick for dogfighting and the
resignation after 13 games
last season by coach Bobby
Petrino. He left Jacksonville,
where he was the defensive
coordinator, to take on one
of the biggest rebuilding
challenges in sports. 

AP photo

Baltimore Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco (5) scores a second-half touchdown after
Miami Dolphins defensive end Vonnie Holliday, lower right, missed the tackle during
their Sunday, NFL playoff game in Miami. The Ravens won 27-9. 

AP photo

Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver DeSean Jackson (10)
leaves behind a group of Minnesota Vikings on a 62-yard
punt return during the first quarter Sunday.

Smith
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No walk in the park: James, Cavs lose to Wiz 80-77
WASHINGTON — Was it a

walk? 
LeBron James wants the

NBA to take a closer look at
what he calls his “crab drib-
ble.” The move, James insists,
does not constitute traveling. 

A referee disagreed
Sunday. 

James was whistled for tak-
ing an extra step while driv-
ing for a potential tying layup
with 2.3 seconds left, and his
Cleveland Cavaliers lost 80-
77 to the Eastern
C o n f e r e n c e - w o r s t
Washington Wizards despite
wiping out a 16-point deficit
in the fourth quarter. 

“Bad call,” said James, who
compiled 30 points, 10
assists and six rebounds. “We
all make mistakes, and I
think I got the wrong end of
the bargain. I watched it 10
times after the game, and it
was clearly a good play.” 

Without raising his voice
or getting particularly ani-
mated, James dissected the
game’s key sequence in
extensive detail — even
pointing out that he felt he
was fouled as he released the
shot, which went in. 

His biggest beef, though,
was with what he considered
a misunderstanding of the
way he moved to the basket. 

“You have your trademark
play, and that’s one of my
plays. It kind of looks like a
travel because it’s slow, and
it’s kind of a high-step, but
it’s a one-two just as fluent as
any other one-two in this
league. I got the wrong end of
it, but I think they need to
look at it — and they need to
understand that’s not a trav-
el,” James said. “It’s a perfect-
ly legal play, something I’ve
always done.” 

Indeed, Washington’s
Caron Butler — who scored
19 points and guarded James
most of the game, including
on that closing play —
remembers that same move,
without an official’s call,
from one of the teams’ recent
playoff meetings. 

“I definitely knew he trav-

eled, but I didn’t know they
were going to call it,” Butler
said about what happened
Sunday. “That was one of
them situations in which a
great player made a move,
good officiating, and they
called the call. And I was like,
‘Oh, man, there is a God.”‘ 

That was hardly the only
contentious moment in a
game between teams that
faced each other the past
three postseasons, with
Cleveland winning every
series. 

There was some trash talk
between James and injured
Wizards guard DeShawn
Stevenson, who was out with
a bad back and sat on the
sideline in a burgundy velvet
jacket and bow tie. There was
the homemade sign held by a
Wizards fan that showed
James with a blue tear on his
cheek and “Crybaby” written
in place of “Cavaliers” on his
white headband and blue
shirt. Oh, and there was the
ejection of Cavaliers coach
Mike Brown, who ran nearly
the length of the court to
protest an offensive foul call
against James with about 6½
minutes left. 

RAPTORS 108, MAGIC 102
TORONTO — Anthony

Parker scored a season-high
26 points, Chris Bosh added
23 points and 10 rebounds
and the Toronto Raptors
overcame a 39-point per-
formance by Orlando’s
Dwight Howard to beat the
Magic 108-102 on Sunday. 

Parker was 13-of-16 from
the field and came within
one point of his career high.
The Raptors also got 18
points from Andrea
Bargnani, 12 from Roko Ukic
and 11 from Will Solomon. 

Howard matched his
career high in both points
and field goals, but it wasn’t
enough for Orlando, which
had won 17 of 20 coming in.

KNICKS 100, CELTICS 88
NEW YORK — Wilson

Chandler scored a career-

high 31 points and the
Knicks snapped an eight-
game losing streak against
the sputtering Celtics. 

Al Harrington added 30 for
the Knicks, who hadn’t beat-
en Boston at Madison Square
Garden since March 23,
2005, dropping the last six
meetings. Capitalizing on a
quiet night for Kevin Garnett,
they seized control in the
third quarter, never let it get
too close in the fourth and
added to what is now clearly
a Celtics slump. 

Paul Pierce scored 31
points for the Celtics, who
lost for the fourth time in six
games after a 27-2 start. Ray
Allen added 16, but Garnett,
who seemed to hurt his right
leg late in the third quarter,
had only six points on 1-of-6
shooting with nine
rebounds. 

Lee had 14 points and 14
rebounds as he and
Chandler, who scored 15
points in the decisive third
quarter, consistently out-
worked Garnett and Boston’s
front line.

PISTONS 88, CLIPPERS 87
LOS ANGELES — Rodney

Stuckey scored 24 points,
Tayshaun Prince added 20
and the Detroit Pistons got a
critical goaltending call in
the final seconds to beat the
Clippers for their seventh
straight victory in a matchup
of injury-depleted teams. 

Allen Iverson had 18 points
and 10 assists for the Pistons,
who have beaten the
Clippers 12 straight times. 

Eric Gordon scored a
career-high 31 points, but
missed a potential winner at
the buzzer, for the Clippers,
who dropped to 8-25 with
their seventh straight loss.
Marcus Camby had 14 points
and 20 rebounds, extending
his double-digit rebound
streak to 20 games. He is
averaging 18.3 over his last
eight. 

GRIZZLIES 102, MAVERICKS 82
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — O.J.

Mayo scored 18 of his 21
points in the second half,
and the Grizzlies snapped a
13-game losing streak to
Dallas. 

Marc Gasol had 19 points

for Memphis, which ended a
four-game skid overall. Rudy
Gay and Hakim Warrick
added 18 apiece. 

Dirk Nowitzki led the
Mavericks with 28 points,

hitting 11 of 21 shots. Jason
Terry scored 18 and Josh
Howard finished with 12
points, but was 5-of-12 from
the field. 

—The Associated Press
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Filer
tops

Gooding
FILER 32, GOODING 30

Lacie Heimkes scored 11
points and Rocio Gutierrez
added 10 as the Wildcats
edged the Senators 32-30 in
Sawtooth Central Idaho
Conference play.

Fallon Turner had a team-
high 11 points for Gooding.

Filer (5-5, 2-2) is at Buhl on
Thursday.

Filer 332, GGooding 330
Gooding 8 9 7 6 - 30
Filer 9 6 3 14 - 32

GOODING ((30) 
Angela Vitek 6, Mackenzie Stevens 2, Fallon Turner 11,
Brittany Wirth 6, Carrie Baker 5. Totals 13 2-4 30.

FILER ((32) 
Lacie Heimkes 11, Taylor Twitchell 2, Rocio Gutierrez 10,
Charmaine Weatherly 2, Natalie Hughes 7. Totals 12 5-9
32.
3-point goals: Gooding 2 (Worth 2); Filer 3 (Heimkes 3).
Total fouls: Gooding 11, Filer 10. Fouled out: none.
Technical fouls: none.

HANSEN 71, DIETRICH 66
Hansen had four players in

double figures as the Huskies
defeated Dietrich 71-66. Jesus
Guerrero had a team-high 21
points followed by 16 points
by Kelly Coates,  Mario Arevalo
with 12 and Carlos Vargas
added 10 for Hansen (7-1, 0-1
Snake River Conference South
Division). 

For Dietrich, Andrew Rocha
scored a game-high 22 points,
Luke Hubert had 14, Jaren
Stoddard followed with 13 and
Scott Perron posted 11.

Hansen is at Hagerman on
Monday.

Hansen 771, DDietrich 666
Dietrich 12 12 22 20 - 66
Hansen 19 13 14 25 - 71

DIETRICH ((66) 
Jaren Stoddard 13, Scott Perron 11, Kolton Hubert 4,
G.W. Bailey 2, Andrew Rocha 22, Luke Hubert 14. Totals
28 5-14 66.

HANSEN ((71) 
Laton Stanger 3, Mario Arevalo 12, Jesus Guerrero 21,
Kelly Coates 16, Derrek Bates 9, Carlos Vargas 10.
Totals 25 21-35 71.
3-point goals: Dietrich 5 (Rocha 4, Scott Perron). Total
fouls: Dietrich 25, Hansen 15. Fouled out: Hansen,
Arevalo. Technical fouls: none  .

Boston College stuns No. 1 North Carolina
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. —

Tyrese Rice came through
with another big game
against North Carolina, one
that ended all the talk of a
perfect season for the top-
ranked Tar Heels. 

Rice scored 25 points and
Rakim Sanders added 22 to
help Boston College stun
North Carolina 85-78 on
Sunday, likely ending the Tar
Heels’ run atop the early
season polls with a surpris-
ingly one-sided road victory. 

Reggie Jackson had 17
points — including seven in
the decisive second-half run
— for the Eagles (13-2, 1-0),
who led by six points at half-
time and pushed the lead to
as many as 15 before hold-
ing off a frantic rally in the
Atlantic Coast Conference
opener for both teams. 

NO. 12 UCLA 83, OREGON 74
EUGENE, Ore. — Darren

Collison scored 22 points
and Josh Shipp added a
season-high 17 for the
Bruins. 

Tajuan Porter scored 24
points for the Ducks (6-8,
0-2 Pac-10), including 15 in
the second half as Oregon
pulled within three points
after trailing by 11 at half-
time. 

NO. 18 LOUISVILLE 74,
KENTUCKY 71

LOUISVILLE, Ky. —
Edgar Sosa hit a 25-footer
with 2.8 seconds remain-
ing to give the Cardinals
the win over their archri-
val. 

Sosa finished with 18
points, Terrence Williams
had 19 points and eight
rebounds and Jerry Smith
scored 11 points for
Louisville (9-3), which
escaped a major meltdown
in the final seconds to beat
the Wildcats at Freedom
Hall for the first time since
2002. 

NO. 23 MICHIGAN 74, 
ILLINOIS 64

ANN ARBOR, Mich. —
Manny Harris had 16
points and four team-
mates also scored in dou-
ble figures as the
Wolverines ended the
Illini’s seven-game win-
ning streak. 

Michigan (11-3, 1-1 Big
Ten) rebounded from los-
ing to Wisconsin by 12
points this week in its con-
ference opener. 

Reserve Calvin Brock led
Illinois with 13 points and
Alex Legion had 10. 

The Fighting Illini (13-2,

1-1) had a road win over
No. 9 Purdue on Tuesday
and a victory against then-
No. 25 Missouri on a neu-
tral court in their streak. 

CALIFORNIA 81, NO. 17
ARIZONA STATE 71

BERKELEY, Calif. —
Jerome Randle converted a
four-point play with 2:13
remaining, matched his
career high with 26 points
and had a career-best 10
assists to lead California to
an 81-71 victory over No.
17 Arizona State on Sunday
night for a seventh straight
win. 

DUKE 69, VIRGINIA TECH 44
DURHAM, N.C. — Kyle

Singler scored 19 points
and keyed the decisive run
that carried No. 5 Duke
past Virginia Tech 69-44 on
Sunday night. 

Gerald Henderson added
15 points, Nolan Smith had
13 and Jon Scheyer fin-
ished with 11 for the Blue
Devils (12-1, 1-0 Atlantic
Coast Conference). 

They held the Hokies to
13 points in the second
half and outscored them
30-9 over the final 17 min-
utes of the game. 

—The Associated Press

L A T E R E G I O N A L B A S K E T B A L L

BSU opens WAC play
with a win over Hawaii

HONOLULU (AP) — Kurt
Cunningham scored 14 points to lead
Boise State to a 70-58 win over Hawaii
Saturday in the Western Athletic
Conference opener for both teams. 

The Broncos (10-3, 1-0 WAC) got a
double-double from Mark Sanchez, who
scored 12 points and grabbed 12
rebounds. Anthony Thomas added 11
points and eight assists for the defend-
ing WAC champions. 

Roderick Flemings scored 21 points to
lead Hawaii (8-5, 0-1 WAC). Petras

Balocka had 12 points and 12 rebounds. 
Boise State drained six of its seven 3-

pointers in the first half to take a 35-29
lead into the intermission. 

Hawaii knotted the game at 51 apiece
at the 9:23 mark on Adhar Mayen

s 3-pointer, but the Broncos went on a
6-0 run to extend their lead back to six.
The Rainbow Warriors got within a bas-
ket after Bill Amis hit the second of two
free throws to make it 58-56 with 4:21 to
play, but they could get no 
closer. 

“I just couldn’t get them to
go my way,” Pennington said. 

Baltimore allowed just 52
yards rushing, and the
Dolphins were limited to 7
yards on two plays from the
Wildcat, the innovative forma-
tion that helped jump-start
their revival. 

Field position hurt the
Dolphins, who started consec-
utive possessions at their 20, 6,
20, 20, 20 and 2. But the biggest
problem was Baltimore’s ball-
hawking defense, which led the
NFL during the regular season
with 26 interceptions, includ-
ing a league-high nine by Reed. 

On the game’s pivotal play in
the second period, he made an
over-the-shoulder catch of

Pennington’s deep throw after
intended receiver Ted Ginn Jr.,
fell. 

“Like playing center field,”
Reed said. 

He headed toward the left
sideline, eluded a tackler,
reversed his field and sprinted
for the right corner of the end
zone, scoring after Suggs lev-
eled Pennington at the 5-yard
line. That put Baltimore ahead
to stay, 10-3. 

“It felt like the 200 in track,”
Reed said. “I don’t think I
caught my breath until the
third quarter.” 

Flacco was only 9-for-23 for
135 yards, but he committed
no turnovers and let the
Ravens’ defenders control the
game. 

Ravens
Continued from page A4

AP photo

Washington Wizards’ Caron Butler goes to the basket against Cleveland Cavaliers’ Daniel Gibson during the fourth

quarter Sunday, in Washington. Butler was called for a foul on the play. The Wizards won 80-77. 

AP photo

North Carolina's Tyler Hansbrough (50) defends as Boston College's

Tyrese Rice drives to the basket during the second half  in Chapel Hill,

N.C., Sunday. Boston College upset No. 1 ranked North Carolina 85-78.
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MIAMI — Bill Parcells is staying with the
Miami Dolphins, owner Wayne Huizenga
said. 

After the team’s playoff loss to the Baltimore
Ravens on Sunday, Huizenga said Parcells has
decided to remain for another season. 

Parcells’ contract allows him to leave and
still receive the $9-12 million remaining on his
four-year contract if the franchise is sold. That
sale is expected to be completed soon. 

But Huizenga said Parcells told him Friday
he plans to remain as executive vice president
of football operations. 

“I talked to Bill the other day,” Huizenga
said. “He said, ‘Hey, I like it here.”‘ 

Thanks in large part to the leadership of
Parcells, hired in December 2007, Miami went
11-6 and made the playoffs for the first time in
seven years. The breakthrough came after a 1-
15 record in 2007. 

The sale of a majority share of the team to
New York real estate billionaire Stephen Ross
is expected to be completed soon. Under the
terms of Parcells’ contract, he would then
have 30 days to leave without sacrificing the
money due him in the final three years of his
deal. 

The Dolphins lost to Baltimore 27-9. 
“It hasn’t been a good day, but it has been a

great year,” Huizenga said. 

Turner: L.T. not worse but 
not better, either

SAN DIEGO — With LaDainian Tomlinson
perhaps hurt worse than the team is letting on
and Darren Sproles sore from all the running
he did in a thrilling wild-card win, the San
Diego Chargers turned their thoughts toward
the weather and the Pittsburgh Steelers’
defense. 

The Chargers finally jumped above .500 and
earned a rematch against the Steelers by out-
lasting Peyton Manning and the Indianapolis
Colts 23-17 in overtime Saturday night. 

They anticipate a cold, hard-hitting divi-
sional-round game Sunday at Pittsburgh. 

“That’ll be a factor in how you play the
game, and when you get in those games, obvi-
ously running the ball and playing defense are
critical,” coach Norv Turner said Sunday. 

It will be a rematch of a Steelers win at
home Nov. 16. Not only was it the first 11-10
score in NFL history, but it was the first of
three straight losses that appeared to all but
doom the Chargers. 

“We did a great job defensively back there,”
said Turner, whose team got into the playoffs
after winning the AFC West at 8-8. “We gave
up a lot of yards, but we had a great goal-line
stand and we held them out. We had some
missed opportunities on offense. 

“As I said before the Indianapolis game, I
believe we’re a lot better team now than we
were six weeks ago or eight weeks ago. So
that’s going to be a part of it. You’re in the play-
offs and you’re playing a team that’s got
home-field advantage and is an outstanding
team. We’re going to have to be at our best.” 

The Chargers held the Steelers without a
touchdown that day, although the officials
errantly took away a last-second touchdown
by safety Troy Polamalu. 

The Chargers fell to 0-13 in regular-season
games in Pittsburgh. However, they’ve won
twice there in the playoffs, in a wild-card
game in January 1983 and a shocking upset in
the AFC championship game in January 1995,
resulting in the only Super Bowl appearance
in franchise history. 

Sproles had 328 all-purpose yards against
the Colts, including the winning 22-yard
touchdown run in overtime. 

“We’ve got him packed in ice back in the
training room right now,” Turner said jokingly.
“We’ll let him out on Friday. 

“He was absolutely exhausted,” Turner
added. “If we gave him the ball one more time,
he would have done anything he could to get
in the end zone. He’s an unbelievable guy and
we’ll get him a lot of rest this week.” 

Tomlinson, meanwhile, didn’t play after
scoring on a 3-yard run in the second quarter.
He looked uncomfortable standing on the
sideline, appearing to have a hard time stand-
ing straight up. 

Browns to interview Ravens exec
CLEVELAND — Browns owner Randy

Lerner will interview Baltimore director of
pro personnel George Kokinis for the club’s
general manager position, a meeting that
could clear the way for Cleveland to hire
fired New York Jets coach Eric Mangini. 

The Browns received permission to speak
with Kokinis after the Ravens advanced in
the AFC playoffs with a 27-9 win at Miami
on Sunday. They’ll play at Tennessee on
Saturday. 

It is not known when Kokinis’ interview
will take place. Lerner has spent the past
week meeting with coaching and GM candi-
dates in the New York area. Mangini, the
front-runner to become Cleveland’s coach,
has expressed an interest in working with
Kokinis, a longtime friend who worked with
him for two years in Cleveland and one in
Baltimore. 

Interestingly, Kokinis has spent the past
five years working in a similar role to the
one Phil Savage had with the Ravens before
he joined the Browns in 2004. Savage was
fired following Cleveland’s season-ending
loss last month in Pittsburgh. 

N B A

Injured Pacers G Dunleavy 
nears return

INDIANAPOLIS — Mike Dunleavy isn’t
used to being a spectator, and it looks like he
won’t be one for much longer. 

The Indiana Pacers guard is expected back
within a week or so after missing all 33 games
so far this season with soreness in his right
knee. 

“Obviously, it’s been a long few months,”
Dunleavy told The Associated Press. “I’m on
the mend, and I should be back soon. I’m
looking forward to it.” 

He sat out just 11 games in his first six NBA
seasons. 

“I’ve been fortunate my entire career never
to have had any injuries,” said Dunleavy, who
averaged a career-best 19.1 points per game
last season. “This is new to me. I’ve just tried
to roll with it, just get better each day.” 

The Pacers start a five-game road trip
Monday at Denver. Dunleavy hopes to be in
the lineup before the Pacers return to
Conseco Fieldhouse to play Detroit on Jan. 14. 

“We don’t have any concrete dates in mind,”
he said. “It’s a day-by-day thing, see how I
feel.” 

His teammates can’t wait to see him back on
the court. Fourth-year forward Danny
Granger is carrying the scoring load, averag-
ing a career-best 25.1 points per game. 

N H L
St. Louis leads Lightning 
past Thrashers

ATLANTA — The Tampa Bay Lightning are
no longer a last-place team or winless in
Atlanta for nearly two years. 

Martin St. Louis scored twice, and Mike
Smith made 27 saves to help the Lightning
move out of the Southeast Division basement
with a 4-1 victory over the Thrashers on
Sunday night. Tampa Bay (11-18-10) has 32
points, one more than Atlanta (13-22-5). 

“I’ve got to question whether anybody cares
in that locker room right now,” Thrashers
coach John Anderson said. “It’s a joke.” 

Steve Eminger and Ryan Malone also
scored for Tampa Bay, which had lost six
straight games in Atlanta. The Lightning were
2-for-4 on the power play, with Eminger scor-
ing with a man-advantage in the first period
and St. Louis early in the third. 

Atlanta, which beat Vancouver 4-3 in a
shootout Friday night, hasn’t won consecutive
games since a five-game winning streak in
early November. The Thrashers are 6-14-3
since. 

Rolston’s OT power-play 
goal gives Devils win

NEWARK, N.J. — The New Jersey Devils
signed Brian Rolston to quarterback the
power play. The move is paying off now. 

Back up to speed after an ankle injury,
Rolston scored a power-play goal 1:43 into
overtime to give the Devils a 4-3 victory over
the Ottawa Senators on Sunday night. 

Rolston’s winner came on a slap shot from
about 40 feet with Senators defenseman Brian

Lee and Devils forward Brian Gionta standing
in front of goalie Alex Auld. 

“It’s been a bit of a struggle coming back
from my ankle,” Rolston said. “It was just a 4-
on-3 situation and I just pulled it to the mid-
dle. Gio had a good screen in front and I got
off a good shot. There wasn’t much complicat-
ed about it.” 

Auld didn’t have much of a chance. 
“I did see the shot but then I lost it along the

way,” said Auld, who made 31 saves. “It was
kind of a weird play. It still hit me in the block-
er or the arm and sort of bounced down. I felt
it hit off the back of my feet. I kind of knocked
it in trying to close it up.” 

Rolston has five goals in his last 10 games
and six overall in 20 games this season, his
first with New Jersey since he was trade to
Colorado in November 1999. 

Jamie Langenbrunner forced the overtime
for New Jersey with a power-play goal with
3:40 left in regulation. Defenseman Johnny
Oduya got the primary assists on both goals.
Dainius Zubrus also scored twice, and Scott
Clemmensen made 17 saves to help New
Jersey win for the fourth time in five games
and the seventh in 10. 

“It was a bit of a sluggish game,” said
Rolston, who missed 18 games because of a
high ankle sprain. “We weren’t on top of our
game. It seems like recently, we’ve had a way
of pulling these games out. It shows the char-
acter of the hockey team.” 

M A G I C V A L L E Y
Castleford holding youth
basketball signups

CASTLEFORD — Registration for Castleford
Youth Basketball for boys and girls grades 2-4
will be held at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, in the
Castleford gymnasium. Cost is $25. Coaches
are also needed.

Information: Janet at 308-0770 or 543-5011.

Local travel VB team 
seeking members

TWIN FALLS — The Southern Idaho
Volleyball Club is seeking girls 16-18 years
of age for its 18 and under traveling volley-
ball team.  The club competes within the
Intermountain Volleyball Association and
will begin tournament play in mid February
of 2009.  

Information: Jay Bride at 420-2524 or jay-
bridecpa@magiclink.com.

Idaho Prep Basketball holds tourney
TWIN FALLS — Idaho Prep Basketball will

hold youth tournaments Jan. 17 and Feb. 14
for boys and girls in grades 4-8 from Twin
Falls and Buhl. 

Information: Call (360) 885-7810 or visit
http://www.idahoprepbasketball.com for
more information. 

SSCCOORREEBBOOAARRDD
BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL

NBA
EASTERN

ATLANTIC W L Pct GB
Boston 29 6 .829 —
New Jersey 16 18 .471 12½
Toronto 14 20 .412 14½
New York 13 19 .406 14½
Philadelphia 13 20 .394 15
SOUTHEAST W L Pct GB
Orlando 26 8 .765 —
Atlanta 22 11 .667 3½
Miami 18 14 .563 7
Charlotte 12 22 .353 14
Washington 7 25 .219 18
CENTRAL W L Pct GB
Cleveland 27 6 .818 —
Detroit 21 11 .656 5½
Milwaukee 16 19 .457 12
Chicago 14 20 .412 13½
Indiana 12 21 .364 15

WESTERN
SOUTHWEST W L Pct GB
San Antonio 22 11 .667 —
New Orleans 20 10 .667 ½
Dallas 20 13 .606 2
Houston 21 14 .600 2
Memphis 11 23 .324 11½
NORTHWEST W L Pct GB
Denver 23 12 .657 —
Portland 20 13 .606 2
Utah 19 15 .559 3½
Minnesota 8 25 .242 14
Oklahoma City 4 30 .118 18½
PACIFIC W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 26 5 .839 —
Phoenix 19 12 .613 7
Golden State 10 25 .286 18
L.A. Clippers 8 25 .242 19
Sacramento 8 26 .235 19½

Saturday’s GGames
Indiana 122, Sacramento 117
Atlanta 103, Houston 100
Charlotte 102, Milwaukee 92
Miami 101, New Jersey 96, OT
Minnesota 102, Chicago 92
San Antonio 108, Philadelphia 106
Denver 105, New Orleans 100

Sunday’s GGames
Toronto 108, Orlando 102
Washington 80, Cleveland 77
Detroit 88, L.A. Clippers 87
Memphis 102, Dallas 82
New York 100, Boston 88
Portland at L.A. Lakers, late

Monday’s GGames
Sacramento at New Jersey, 5:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Miami, 5:30 p.m.
Toronto at Milwaukee, 6 p.m.
Indiana at Denver, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Utah, 7 p.m.

Tuesday’s GGames
Washington at Orlando, 5 p.m.
Houston at Philadelphia, 5 p.m.
Boston at Charlotte, 5 p.m.
Minnesota at Memphis, 6 p.m.
New York at Oklahoma City, 6 p.m.
Sacramento at Chicago, 6:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Dallas, 6:30 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Lakers, 8:30 p.m.

NBA Boxes
Wizards 880, CCavaliers 777

CLEVELAND ((77)
L.James 11-22 5-8 30, Wallace 1-1 0-2 2,
Varejao 4-9 2-2 10, M.Williams 4-13 3-4 13,
West 2-8 1-2 6, Gibson 2-5 3-3 8, Hickson 2-6
0-0 4, Pavlovic 0-1 0-2 0, Szczerbiak 2-6 0-0
4. Totals 28-71 14-23 77.
WASHINGTON ((80)
McGuire 4-8 2-2 10, Jamison 9-19 7-7 26,
Blatche 4-9 0-0 8, M.James 2-9 1-2 5, Butler
7-17 4-6 19, Songaila 0-1 0-0 0, Young 4-10
0-0 8, Crittenton 1-2 0-2 2, Thomas 1-3 0-0 2.
Totals 32-78 14-19 80.
Cleveland 23 20 11 23 — 77
Washington 26 21 21 12 — 80
3-Point Goals—Cleveland 7-26 (L.James 3-9,
M.Williams 2-6, Gibson 1-2, West 1-5,
Pavlovic 0-1, Szczerbiak 0-3), Washington 2-
10 (Jamison 1-1, Butler 1-5, Young 0-2,
M.James 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—
Cleveland 45 (Varejao 10), Washington 58
(Jamison 13). Assists—Cleveland 13 (L.James
10), Washington 12 (Blatche 4). Total Fouls—
Cleveland 19, Washington 25. Technicals—
Cleveland coach Brown 2. Ejected—Cleveland

coach Brown. A—20,173 (20,173).

Knicks 1100, CCeltics 888
BOSTON ((88)
Garnett 1-6 4-4 6, Pierce 10-17 7-7 31,
Perkins 3-5 2-2 8, Rondo 1-7 0-0 3, R.Allen 7-
18 2-2 16, Davis 3-5 0-0 6, House 2-6 0-0 5,
T.Allen 2-9 0-0 4, Scalabrine 1-3 2-2 4, Powe
2-3 1-2 5, Pruitt 0-0 0-0 0, O’Bryant 0-0 0-0 0.
Totals 32-79 18-19 88.
NEW YYORK ((100)
Chandler 9-19 11-12 31, Lee 6-12 2-2 14,
Jeffries 2-2 3-4 7, Richardson 1-13 0-0 2,
Duhon 4-9 3-3 12, Harrington 11-23 3-3 30,
Robinson 1-4 1-4 4. Totals 34-82 23-28 100.
Boston 24 29 15 20 — 88
New YYork 25 25 28 22 — 100
3-Point Goals—Boston 6-25 (Pierce 4-6,
Rondo 1-2, House 1-4, Scalabrine 0-2, T.Allen
0-2, R.Allen 0-9), New York 9-22 (Harrington
5-9, Chandler 2-3, Robinson 1-2, Duhon 1-3,
Richardson 0-5). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Boston 48 (Garnett 9), New York
53 (Lee 14). Assists—Boston 17 (Pierce 4),
New York 18 (Duhon 5). Total Fouls—Boston
21, New York 19. Technicals—Boston defen-
sive three second 2, New York defensive three
second. A—19,763 (19,763).

Raptors 1108, MMagic 1102
ORLANDO ((102)
Turkoglu 4-12 0-0 9, Lewis 6-16 2-2 20,
Howard 14-19 11-18 39, Nelson 4-11 4-4 15,
Bogans 1-2 0-0 3, Gortat 0-1 0-0 0, Lee 2-6 0-
0 6, Battie 1-1 0-0 2, Johnson 0-1 0-0 0,
Redick 3-7 0-0 8. Totals 35-76 17-24 102.
TORONTO ((108)
Moon 2-5 0-0 5, Bosh 5-12 13-14 23,
Bargnani 7-15 2-2 18, Solomon 5-8 1-1 11,
Parker 13-16 0-0 26, Voskuhl 0-1 0-0 0, Ukic
4-6 4-4 12, Graham 3-10 2-2 8, Kapono 2-3
1-1 5. Totals 41-76 23-24 108.
Orlando 22 27 29 24 — 102
Toronto 34 22 21 31 — 108
3-Point Goals—Orlando 15-34 (Lewis 6-13,
Nelson 3-6, Redick 2-3, Lee 2-4, Bogans 1-2,
Turkoglu 1-6), Toronto 3-12 (Bargnani 2-5,
Moon 1-3, Kapono 0-1, Solomon 0-3). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 38 (Howard
8), Toronto 46 (Bosh 11). Assists—Orlando 27
(Lewis 9), Toronto 20 (Ukic 7). Total Fouls—
Orlando 19, Toronto 20. A—19,322 (19,800).

Grizzlies 1102, MMavericks 882
DALLAS ((82)
Howard 5-12 0-0 12, Nowitzki 11-21 6-6 28,
Dampier 1-1 2-4 4, Kidd 0-4 1-2 1, George 0-
1 0-0 0, Diop 1-1 2-2 4, Terry 8-15 0-0 18,
Barea 2-5 2-2 7, Singleton 2-5 0-1 4, Bass 2-9
0-0 4, Williams 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 32-76 13-17
82.
MEMPHIS ((102)
Gay 9-17 0-0 18, Arthur 2-8 0-1 4, Gasol 8-14
3-3 19, Lowry 3-5 2-2 9, Mayo 7-14 2-2 21,
Warrick 6-13 6-6 18, Buckner 2-3 0-0 4,
Conley 1-4 4-4 6, Jaric 1-3 0-0 3, Miles 0-0 0-
0 0, Haddadi 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 39-82 17-18
102.
Dallas 25 20 23 14 — 82
Memphis 35 15 26 26 — 102
3-Point Goals—Dallas 5-18 (Howard 2-4, Terry
2-5, Barea 1-3, Nowitzki 0-1, Bass 0-1,
Singleton 0-1, Kidd 0-3), Memphis 7-15 (Mayo
5-8, Jaric 1-2, Lowry 1-2, Conley 0-1, Gay 0-2).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 42
(Barea, Kidd 6), Memphis 50 (Warrick, Gay 7).
Assists—Dallas 15 (Kidd 5), Memphis 18
(Lowry 5). Total Fouls—Dallas 18, Memphis
20. A—11,731 (18,119).

Pistons 888, LL.A. CClippers 887
DETROIT ((88)
Johnson 2-3 0-0 4, Prince 7-18 5-8 20, Brown
1-3 0-0 2, Stuckey 10-24 3-3 24, Iverson 7-22
2-2 18, Maxiell 2-3 0-0 4, Herrmann 0-2 0-0
0, McDyess 2-5 2-2 6, Afflalo 4-9 1-1 10.
Totals 35-89 13-16 88.
L.A. CCLIPPERS ((87)
Thornton 4-11 4-5 12, Camby 4-10 6-9 14,
Skinner 2-6 0-0 4, Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Gordon 9-
21 12-12 31, Collins 1-7 0-2 2, Novak 5-9 2-2
15, Jordan 3-3 3-6 9, P.Davis 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
28-68 27-36 87.
Detroit 23 29 15 21 — 88
L.A. CClippers 22 32 12 21 — 87
3-Point Goals—Detroit 5-17 (Iverson 2-7,
Stuckey 1-1, Prince 1-3, Afflalo 1-4,
Herrmann 0-2), L.A. Clippers 4-8 (Novak 3-5,
Gordon 1-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—
Detroit 54 (McDyess 15), L.A. Clippers 52

(Camby 20). Assists—Detroit 20 (Iverson 10),
L.A. Clippers 19 (Collins 12). Total Fouls—
Detroit 24, L.A. Clippers 13. Technical—L.A.
Clippers defensive three second. A—17,968
(19,060).

Men’s CCollege sscores
Far WWest

California 81, Arizona St. 71
E. Washington 87, Sacramento St. 74
Long Beach St. 70, Cal Poly 57
Loyola Marymount 72, CS Bakersfield 69
Oregon St. 62, Southern Cal 58, OT
Portland 71, Seattle 67
Portland St. 92, N. Arizona 91, 4OT
UC Riverside 71, UC Santa Barbara 69
UCLA 83, Oregon 74

Midwest
Drake 67, S. Illinois 60
Evansville 65, Indiana St. 59
Marquette 84, Cincinnati 50
Michigan 74, Illinois 64

South
Boston College 85, North Carolina 78
Duke 69, Virginia Tech 44
Louisville 74, Kentucky 71

East
Iona 64, Fairfield 60
New Hampshire 58, Santa Clara 54
Rider 76, Marist 65
Siena 65, St. Peter’s 52

BBEETTTTIINNGG
Glantz-CCulver LLine

For JJan. 55
NCAA FFootball

Tonight
Fiesta BBowl

At GGlendale, AAriz.
FAVORITE OPEN TODAY O/U      UNDERDOG
Texas 11½ 8(51½)Ohio St.

Tomorrow
Gmac BBowl

At MMobile, AAla.
Tulsa +2½ 2½ (75) BallSt.

Thursday
Bcs CChampionship GGame

At MMiami
Florida 1½ 3½ (70) Ok.

NFL PPlayoffs
Saturday

FAVORITE OPENTODAY O/U    UNDERDOG
at Tennessee 2½ 3(34½)
Baltimore
at Carolina 9½ 9½(46½) Arizona

Sunday
at N.Y. Giants 5 4½(40½) Phil.
at Pittsburgh 6 6 (39)San Diego

FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL
NFL PPlayoff GGlance

Wild-ccard PPlayoffs
Saturday, JJan. 33

Arizona 30, Atlanta 24
San Diego 23, Indianapolis 17, OT

Sunday, JJan. 44
Baltimore 27, Miami 9
Philadelphia 26, Minnesota 14

Divisional PPlayoffs
Saturday, JJan. 110

Baltimore at Tennessee,  2:30 p.m.(CBS)
Arizona at Carolina,  6:15 p.m.(FOX)

Sunday, JJan. 111
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants,  11 a.m.(FOX)
San Diego at Pittsburgh,  2:45 p.m.(CBS)

Conference CChampionships
Sunday, JJan. 118

NFC
Arizona-Carolina winner vs. Philadelphia-N.Y.
Giants winner (FOX), 1 p.m.

AFC
Baltimore-Tennessee winner vs. San Diego-
Pittsburgh winner (CBS), 4:30 p.m.

Super BBowl
Sunday, FFeb. 11

Tampa, FFla.
AFC vs. NFC,  4 p.m.(NBC)

Pro BBowl
Sunday, FFeb. 88

At HHonolulu
AFC vs. NFC,  2:30 p.m.(NBC)

NFL Boxes
Eagles 226, VVikings 114

Philadelphia 6 10 0 10 — 26
Minnesota 0 14 0 0 — 14

First QQuarter
Phi—FG Akers 43, 6:44.
Phi—FG Akers 51, :00.

Second QQuarter
Min—Peterson 40 run (Longwell kick), 11:05.
Phi—FG Akers 31, 7:29.
Phi—Samuel 44 interception return (Akers
kick), 6:34.
Min—Peterson 3 run (Longwell kick), 1:51.

Fourth QQuarter
Phi—Westbrook 71 pass from McNabb (Akers
kick), 6:37.
Phi—FG Akers 45, 1:55.
A—61,746.

Phi Min
First downs 15 16
Total Net Yards 350 301
Rushes-yards 23-67 34-148
Passing 283 153
Punt Returns 5-109 1-1
Kickoff Returns 3-47 7-153
Interceptions Ret. 1-44 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 23-34-1 15-35-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-17 1-11
Punts 4-44.3 8-45.3
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-1
Penalties-Yards 7-55 4-25
Time of Possession 27:54 32:06

INDIVIDUAL SSTATISTICS
RUSHING—Philadelphia, Westbrook 20-38,

Buckhalter 2-27, D.Jackson 1-2. Minnesota,
Peterson 20-83, Taylor 12-48, Jackson 2-17.
PASSING—Philadelphia, McNabb 23-34-1-
300. Minnesota, Jackson 15-35-1-164.
RECEIVING—Philadelphia, Celek 6-56, Avant
5-47, Curtis 4-49, Westbrook 3-83, R.Brown 2-
17, D.Jackson 1-34, Baskett 1-7, Schobel 1-7.
Minnesota, Taylor 5-36, Wade 3-24, Berrian 2-
36, Kleinsasser 2-34, Rice 2-27, Shiancoe 1-
7.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.

Ravens 227, DDolphins 99
Baltimore 3 10 7 7 — 27
Miami 3 0 0 6 — 9

First QQuarter
Mia—FG Carpenter 19, 8:17.
Bal—FG Stover 23, 2:47.

Second QQuarter
Bal—Reed 64 interception return (Stover kick),
2:30.
Bal—FG Stover 31, :16.

Third QQuarter
Bal—L.McClain 8 run (Stover kick), 7:33.

Fourth QQuarter
Mia—Brown 2 pass from Pennington (kick
blocked), 13:09.
Bal—Flacco 5 run (Stover kick), 3:53.
A—74,240.

Bal Mia
First downs 16 18
Total Net Yards 286 276
Rushes-yards 33-151 21-52
Passing 135 224
Punt Returns 2-21 2-10
Kickoff Returns 2-54 3-69
Interceptions Ret. 4-108 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 9-23-0 25-38-4
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 3-28
Punts 5-43.4 3-44.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-1
Penalties-Yards 7-59 4-34
Time of Possession 26:34 33:26

INDIVIDUAL SSTATISTICS
RUSHING—Baltimore, L.McClain 19-75,
McGahee 7-62, Flacco 5-8, Neal 1-4, T.Smith
1-2. Miami, Brown 12-19, Williams 4-17,
Polite 3-15, Cobbs 1-1, Pennington 1-0.
PASSING—Baltimore, Flacco 9-23-0-135.
Miami, Pennington 25-38-4-252.
RECEIVING—Baltimore, Mason 4-71, Clayton
2-16, Heap 1-31, McGahee 1-9, Neal 1-8.
Miami, Brown 6-43, Ginn Jr. 5-38, Cobbs 4-55,
London 4-38, Martin 3-16, Bess 2-54,
Williams 1-8.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.

HHOOCCKKEEYY
NHL

EASTERN 
ATLANTIC W L OT PTS GF GA
Philadelphia 21 10 8 50 132 120
New Jersey 23 12 3 49 117 98
N.Y. Rangers 23 14 3 49 108 109
Pittsburgh 19 16 4 42 121 120
N.Y. Islanders 12 24 4 28 105 146
NORTHEAST W L OT PTS GF GA
Boston 29 6 4 62 143 88
Montreal 22 10 6 50 115 100
Buffalo 19 15 5 43 113 111
Toronto 16 17 6 38 119 138
Ottawa 13 18 6 32 87 107
SOUTHEAST W L OT PTS GF GA
Washington 26 11 3 55 133 116
Carolina 20 15 5 45 105 116
Florida 17 16 6 40 104 111
Tampa Bay 11 18 10 32 95 121
Atlanta 13 22 5 31 115 146

WESTERN 
CENTRAL W L OT PTS GF GA
Detroit 26 7 5 57 141 111
Chicago 20 8 7 47 127 94
Columbus 18 17 4 40 104 109
Nashville 17 18 3 37 93 112
St. Louis 15 21 3 33 112 132
NORTHWEST W L OT PTS GF GA
Calgary 23 11 4 50 118 112
Vancouver 21 15 4 46 115 105
Colorado 19 18 1 39 104 113
Edmonton 18 16 3 39 105 112
Minnesota 18 16 3 39 94 87
PACIFIC W L OT PTS GF GA
San Jose 29 4 5 63 133 90
Anaheim 19 15 5 43 111 112
Phoenix 19 15 5 43 102 110
Los Angeles 16 16 6 38 97 103
Dallas 16 16 5 37 108 127

Two points for a win, one point for overtime
loss or shootout loss.

Saturday’s GGames
Buffalo 4, Boston 2
Florida 6, Pittsburgh 1
Calgary 3, Nashville 2
Toronto 3, Ottawa 1
Washington 2, N.Y. Rangers 1
Carolina 3, Tampa Bay 2
Detroit 3, Minnesota 2, SO
St. Louis 5, Columbus 2
Edmonton 4, Dallas 1
San Jose 5, N.Y. Islanders 3
Los Angeles 2, Philadelphia 1, SO

Sunday’s GGames
Montreal 6, Florida 5, SO
New Jersey 4, Ottawa 3, OT
Tampa Bay 4, Atlanta 1
Calgary at Chicago, 5 p.m.
Phoenix at Anaheim, 6 p.m.
Minnesota at Colorado, 6 p.m.
Dallas at Vancouver, 8 p.m.

Monday’s GGames
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers, 5 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Edmonton, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday’s GGames
Ottawa at Buffalo, 5 p.m.
Minnesota at Boston, 5 p.m.
New Jersey at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Philadelphia at Washington, 5 p.m.

Atlanta at Pittsburgh, 5:30 p.m.
Columbus at Detroit, 5:30 p.m.
Florida at Toronto, 5:30 p.m.
Colorado at Nashville, 6 p.m.
Chicago at Phoenix, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Anaheim, 8 p.m.
San Jose at Calgary, 8 p.m.

TTRRAANNSSAACCTTIIOONNSS
HOCKEY

National HHockey LLeague
CALGARY FLAMES—Recalled F Jamie
Lundmark from Quad City (AHL).

ECHL
AUBURN—Named Jay Boulware special teams
coordinator.
CHARLOTTE CHECKERS—Claimed F Cedrick
Bernier off waivers from Wheeling.
MISSISSIPPI SEA WOLVES—Announced F
Ryan Cruthers was assigned from Lake Erie
(AHL) and F Chase Trull was assigned from
Portland (AHL).
READING ROYALS—Announced D Rob
LaLonde was assigned from Iowa (AHL).

Miami Dolphins owner: Parcells plans to stay
Sports Shorts
Note: Send Magic Valley briefs to sports@magicvalley.com

LLOOCCAALL
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 

BASKETBALL
7:30 p.m.

Hansen at Hagerman
Castleford at Lighthouse
Christian

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

7:30 p.m.
Shoshone at Valley

HIGH SCHOOL 
WRESTLING

6 p.m.
Burley, Century, Kimberly at
Wood River

TTVV  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE
COLLEGE FOOTBALL

6:15 p.m.
FOX — Fiesta Bowl, Texas vs.
Ohio St., at Glendale, Ariz.

MEN’S COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL

5 p.m.
ESPN — Georgetown at Notre
Dame

NHL HOCKEY
5 p.m.

VERSUS — Pittsburgh at N.Y.
Rangers

WOMEN’S COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL

5:30 p.m.
ESPN2 — Texas at Purdue

GGAAMMEE  PPLLAANNGGAAMMEE  PPLLAANN Idaho
Bogus Basin — Sat 8 57am psuny8 degrees
HPmachine groomed 44 - 50 base 66 of 66
trails, 24 miles, 2600 acres
8 of 8 lifts, 100% open, Mon-Fri: 10a-10p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-10p;,
Brundage — Sun 5 45am clear4 degrees PP
machine groomed 45 - 54 base 42 of 46
trails, 25 miles, 1500 acres
5 of 5 lifts, 95% open, Mon-Fri: 9:30a-4:30p;
Sat/Sun: 9:30a-4:30p;,
Kelly Canyon — Sun 11:20am PP machine
groomed 21 - 41 base 22 of 26 trails
4 of 5 lifts, 85% open,
Lookout Pass — Sun 7am ltsno16 degrees PP
machine groomed 70 - 91 base 34 of 34 trai
s, 4 of 4 lifts, 100% open, Mon, Thu/Fri: 9a-
4p; Sat/Sun: 8:30a-4p
open Thu-Mon;,
Magic Mountain — Sun 7am 7 new
PDRmachine groomed 43 - 53 base 14 of 14
trails
3 of 3 lifts, 100% open, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;,
Pebble Creek — Sun 5:10am clearPP
machine groomed 12 - 49 base 3 of 3 lifts
95% open, Mon-Fri: 9:30a-4p; Sat/Sun:
9:30a-9:30p;,
Pomerelle — Sun 6 48am mclear2 degrees
PP machine groomed 67 - 88 base 24 of 24
trails, 3 of 3 lifts, 100% open
Mon: 9a-4p; Tue-Fri: 9a-9p-; Sat: 9a-9p; Sun:
9a-4p;,
Schweitzer Mountain — Sun 4 51am mcldy15
degrees PDRmachine groomed 54 - 75 base
92 of 92 trails, 2900 acres
10 of 10 lifts, 100% open, Mon-Thu: 9a-
3:45p; Fri: 9a-8p; Sat: 9a-8p
Sun 9a-3:45p;,
Silver Mountain — Sun 9 15am cloudy18
degrees PP machine groomed 36 - 68 base
63 of 73 trails, 6 of 7 lifts, 86% open
Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 8a-4p;,
Snowhaven — Sat 6am ltsno34 degrees
WETSNmachine groomed 34 - 37 base 7 of 7
trails
2 of 2 lifts, 100% open, Mon-Fri: 8a-4p;,
Soldier Mountain — Sun 7 52am msuny3
degrees HPmachine groomed 47 - 59 base
22 of 36 trails, 1147 acres, 3 of 3 lifts
100% open, Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p; open
Fri-Sun;,
Sun Valley — Sun 5 04am clear-12 degrees
PP machine groomed 43 - 55 base 75 of 80
trails, 21 of 21 lifts
100% open, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;,
Tam arack — Sun 7am clear-3 degrees PP
machine groomed 51 - 65 base 42 of 42
trails
7 of 7 lifts, 100% open, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;,
Jug Mountain Ranch XC — Sat 5 11am
snow13 degrees PDRmachine groomed 23 -
30 base 8 of 12 trails, 25 miles, 90% open
Mon-Fri: 9a-5p; Sat/Sun: 9a-5p;,

Utah
Alta — Sun 5:29am 1 new PDRmachine

groomed 76 - 76 base 110 of 112 trails, 95%
open
2000 acres, 7 of 11 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9:15a-
4:30p; Sat/Sun: 9:15a-4:30p;
Beaver Mountain — Sun 5am PDRmachine
groomed 35 - 52 base 30 of 30 trails, 100%
open
5 of 5 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Brian Head — Sun 5am 1 new PDRmachine
groomed 43 - 43 base 63 of 65 trails, 97%
open
8 of 8 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9:30a-4p; Sat/Sun:
9:30a-4p;
Brighton — Sun 5:33am PPmachine groomed
62 - 62 base 60 of 66 trails, 90% open
6 of 6 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-9p; Sat: 9a-9p; Sun:
9a-4p;
Deer Valley — Sun 5:25am PPmachine
groomed 58 - 58 base 91 of 99 trails, 97%
open
22 of 22 lifts, Mon-Fri: 8:30a-4:15p; Sat/Sun:
8:30a-4:15p;
Park City — Sun 5:23am PDRmachine
groomed 54 - 54 base 104 of 107 trails, 98%
open
15 of 16 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-7:30p; Sat/Sun: 9a-
7:30p;
Powder Mountain — Sun 5am PDRmachine
groomed 25 - 62 base 111 of 114 trails, 97%
open
7 of 7 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-10p; Sat/Sun: 9a-10p;
Snowbasin — Sun 5:46am 1 new PPmachine
groomed 24 - 63 base 113 of 113 trails
100% open, 28 miles, 3200 acres, 10 of 12
lifts, smMon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun
9a-4p;
Snowbird — Sun 5am 1 new PDRmachine
groomed 70 - 70 base 85 of 85 trails, 100%
open
8 of 11 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Solitude — Sun 7:14am PPmachine groomed
60 - 60 base 62 of 64 trails, 97% open
8 of 8 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p; Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Sundance — Sun 4:12am PDRmachine
groomed 39 - 39 base 42 of 42 trails, 100%
open
4 of 4 lifts, smMon-Fri: 8:30a-4:30p; Sat/Sun:
8:30a-4:30p;
The Canyons — Sun 6:53am PDRmachine
groomed 42 - 59 base 146 of 163 trails, 90%
open
3314 acres, 18 of 19 lifts, smMon-Fri: 8:45a-
4p; Sat/Sun: 8:45a-4p;
Wolf Creek Utah — Sun 5am PDRmachine
groomed 55 - 60 base 20 of 20 trails, 100%
open
4 of 4 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-9p; Sat/Sun: 9a-9p;

Wyoming
Grand Targhee — Sun 7:11am PDRmachine
groomed 71 - 71 base 74 of 74 trails, 100%
open
2402 acres, 5 of 5 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;
Jackson Hole — Sun 6:57am PDRmachine
groomed 59 - 75 base 100 of 116 trails, 95%
open
2375 acres, 11 of 11 lifts, Mon-Fri: 9a-4p;
Sat/Sun: 9a-4p;

SSKKII RREEPPOORRTT

— Compiled from staff and wire reports



Maybe hypothermia
hindered Aragon’s thinking

Nobody in their right
mind would act this way. I
think the only explanation
that makes sense is that
Aragon may have been
somewhat hypothermic
himself when he sent them
off and stayed that way for a
while. The truck was proba-
bly an old one, he had gotten
out and worked on it for a
while, then sent the kids off.

I was deranged by
hypothermia once. God only
knows what idiot thing
might have made sense to
me to tell kids if they were
with me then. I decided to
take off my jacket and strip
down to my shorts, then sit
on top of a rock for a while
to do what those Tibetans
supposedly do drying blan-
kets while naked on the ice.
It made complete sense in
my deranged state.

I was in my early 20s and I
eventually decided to go
home and made it. I had
stopped shivering hours

before, and when I got in the
shower, at first I thought
something was wrong that
the cold and hot water had
been reversed. I couldn’t tell
them apart, both felt burn-
ing hot. I had enough sense
to realize that the steaming
stuff was hotter. So I got into
the full-on-cold shower
slowly because it felt like my
skin was scalding off.
Eventually, I could turn on
hot water until I was warm
again. I went through a shiv-
ering phase as I warmed up.
When I was warm, I said to
myself, “What were you
doing?!” But it all made
sense in my hypothermic
state.

I could easily see doing
something like sending kids
off and thinking nothing of
it. I don’t know if that con-
tributed to why it happened,

but it may have. Aside from
that, I wonder if punishing
the son and his mother by
taking away the father is
helpful to anyone now.
Aragon supports his son,
who will do it now? Children
of convicts already clog the
courts. Each convict costs
around $150,000 per year,
and is Aragon going to do
this again?

BRIAN HANLEY

Davis, Calif.

Gas drive-off ticket unfair

Two people drive up to a
local gas station. One comes
into the store speaking
Russian. The clerk hasn’t a
clue what he’s talking about.
Another clerk going off shift
speaks Russian and tells her
that he will stay in the store
and pay when the person

outside is through pumping
gas. At first, the clerk says
no but gives in when more
customers come in.

Alas, the Russian leaves
without paying. The clerk
calls the police with plate
numbers.

When I went back in after
I finished my route to ask if
the bad buys were caught,
the clerk tells me, “I don’t
know, but Officer
Stephensen of the Twin Falls
Police gave me a $300 ticket
to be paid by the 16th or go
to jail.” I’m sure she will also
be responsible for the $25 in
gas that the bad guys took.

Now I know it’s the law for
the $300 fine, but I also
know the clerk is a single
mother working two jobs to
feed her family. So I ask,
where is the justice?

Lesson learned: Don’t call
the police, just pay for the
gas.

JOE O’DONNELL

Hazelton

(Editor’s note: Joe
O’Donnell is a Times-News
carrier.)

I
s it time for conservatives
to give up our fight
against Big Government?

Some people think so.
Mike Huckabee, the Baptist
preacher and former
Arkansas governor and presi-
dential candidate, com-
plained in May to the
Huffington Post that the
greatest threat to the
Republican Party is “this new
brand of libertarianism” that
says “look, we want to cut
taxes and eliminate govern-
ment.” That, Huckabee said,
is “not an American message.
It doesn’t fly. People aren’t
going to buy that, because
that’s not the way we are as a
people.”

And former George W.
Bush speechwriter Michael
Gerson, in a May column in
The Washington Post,
attacked small-government
conservatives for believing
that “no social priority is ...
more urgent than balancing
the budget” or that “the
state’s only valid purpose is
to uphold markets and pro-
tect individual liberty.” He
argued that small-govern-
ment conservatism in that
form cannot succeed politi-
cally or as policy; that it
would be relegated to “the
realm of rejected ideologies:
untainted, uncomplicated
and ignored.”

In the wake of the 2008
election debacle, the attack
has continued.

In a December column in
The New York Times, William
Kristol, editor of the Weekly
Standard — one of the
nation’s top conservative
publications — called on
conservatives to come to
grips with the reality of Big
Government. Big
Government is inevitable,
Kristol suggested; we should
accept it and move on. After
all, he wrote, “talk of small

government may be music to
conservative ears, but it’s not
to the public as a whole.”

Five Republicans have won
the presidency since 1932,
Kristol noted, and of those
five, “only Reagan was even
close to being a small-gov-
ernment conservative. ... And
Reagan’s record as governor
and president wasn’t a partic-
ularly government-slashing
one.”

Those of us who remain
committed to small-govern-
ment conservatism are, in
Kristol’s view, turning our-
selves into cannon fodder. “I
can’t help but admire some
of my fellow conservatives’
loyalty to the small-govern-
ment cause,” he wrote. “It
reminds me of the nobility of
Tennyson’s Light Brigade, as
it charges into battle: ‘Theirs
but to do and die.’”

If, for conservatives,
accepting the inevitability of
Big Government constitutes
pragmatism, it’s an oxy-
moronic form of pragmatism
— one that doesn’t work.

How did the GOP fare
under those Republican
presidents that Kristol cited?
Dwight Eisenhower left the
GOP so weak in Congress
that Democrats were able to
establish a seemingly perma-
nent majority. President
George H.W. Bush got less
than 38 percent of the vote in

his race for reelection.
Richard Nixon and George W.
Bush were party-smashing
disasters comparable to
Herbert Hoover. Only Ronald
Reagan succeeded as both
president and party builder.

It is true that Reagan
sometimes compromised.
But he never gave up on his
core principles.

In 1975, when liberalism
was on the march around the
world, Reagan called for the
rebirth of the GOP as a party
“raising a banner of no pale
pastels, but bold colors
which make it unmistakably
clear where we stand on all of
the issues troubling the peo-
ple.” A few months later, he
declared that “I believe the
very heart and soul of con-
servatism is libertarianism”
— that is, the belief in small
government.

Reagan’s stated beliefs
made him the object of
ridicule among those who
considered themselves intel-
lectuals, but he stuck to his
guns. And then, in 1980,
when the failures of Big
Government were evident to
all Americans, the people
turned for leadership to the
presidential candidate who
had been right all along.

Over the past eight years,
President Bush sought to
tame Big Government and
turn it to conservative ends.

The administration experi-
mented with the belief that
Republicans and conserva-
tives would do better by
rejecting small-government
conservatism and accepting
Big Government. For genera-
tions, Democrats had bribed
people to vote for them with
one Big Government pro-
gram after another, so
Republicans did the same
(No Child Left Behind, the
Medicare prescription drug
benefit, endless deficits and,
finally, the bailouts). The
results of the experiment are
now in: House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, Majority
Leader Harry Reid, President-
elect Barack Obama.

If we give up our most
cherished principle to attain
political office, what do we
gain? Who will trust us? Who
will turn to us when, once
again, Big Government col-
lapses in failure?

When our country is at
stake, some of us come to
grips with reality. And some
of us change reality.

Richard Viguerie is the
author of “Conservatives
Betrayed: How George W.
Bush and Other Big
Government Republicans
Hijacked the Conservative
Cause.” He wrote this com-
mentary for the Los Angeles
Times.

Y
ou can’t blame a $3.6 billion utility for try-
ing.

Idaho Power would very much like its
money in advance, and Gov. C.L. “Butch”
Otter thinks the Idaho Public Utilities

Commission should allow it.
Otter’s energy czar, Paul Kjellander, aims to ask the

Legislature, which convenes on Jan. 12, to let regulat-
ed utilities lock in rules to determine what customers
eventually must pay for major
projects long before they are
completed.

“Preapproved ratemaking”
will reassure credit analysts
and lenders that utilities such
as Idaho Power and PacifiCorp
will successfully recover the
cost of investments such as
Gateway West, a 1,200-mile,
more than $2 billion power
line through Wyoming, Idaho and Oregon scheduled
for completion by 2012, Kjellander said.

The state’s largest utility is battling the utilities
commission, which is responsible for maintaining
fair rates, over its request for a nearly 10 percent rate
increase based on claims that it invested $578 million
on infrastructure in the last three years. The commis-
sion’s staff has recommended 1.44 percent. A deci-
sion is due in February.

With credit tighter than in decades, Kjellander says
the change could speed financing and reduce inter-
est rates, ultimately cutting costs for business and
residential customers.

We’re not convinced, and neither is Albion’s Jim
Kempton, one of three PUC commissioners.

“This is not something that should be willingly sur-
rendered by the commission in an attempt to assist a
transmission or power utility in enhancing its Wall
Street credit rating,” Kempton wrote in an e-mail to
Kjellander that was obtained by AP through a public
records request. “The commission is in unanimous
agreement on this point.”

As usual, Kempton is right. He’s especially con-
cerned about a provision that would tie the hands of
the regulatory agency in future ratemaking proceed-
ings on a specific project.

Commissioners maintain they’ve already taken
steps to help utilities recover investment costs more
quickly, including the Idaho Power rate case.

Opposition also was expressed by Industrial
Customers of Idaho Power, a group representing
agricultural conglomerate J.R. Simplot, Micron
Technology Inc. and other large electricity users.

You can bet those folks have made their views clear
to legislators, so why is Idaho Power flogging this
dead horse?

Because it has an ally in Kjellander, a former PUC
commissioner who’s concerned about the state’s
future electrical transmission needs.

And because the utility’s credit rating is suffering.
Moody’s Investors Service and Standard & Poor’s
have lowered Idaho Power’s credit ratings over the
last eight years to levels just above those that typical-
ly denote speculative, or “junk” debt.

That’s unfortunate, but that’s one of the prices reg-
ulated utilities pay.

“It restricts the PUC from review of new invest-
ment by investor-owned utilities once that invest-
ment is on line. This would hamstring the commis-
sion from doing its job,” Peter Richardson, ICIP’s
lawyer, said.

“If a plant becomes obsolete because of technology
improvements or if it is imprudently built, the com-
mission should be able to remove it from rate base
and not require ratepayers to continue to pay for
mistakes or obsolescence,” he added.

In our view, Idaho Power should recoup its expens-
es the old-fashioned way — after it’s spent the
money.

Our view:

“Preapproved
ratemaking” for
Idaho Power?
You’ve got to
be kidding.

Brad Hurd . . . . publisher    Steve Crump . . . . Opinion editor
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Don’t give Idaho
Power the blank

check it wants

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EDITORIAL

Mallard Fillmore By Bruce TinsleyDoonesbury By Garry Trudeau

T H E L I G H T E R S I D E O F P O L I T I C S

Tell us what you think
ON PAPER: The Times-News welcomes letters from readers on
subjects of public interest. Letters may be brought to our Twin
Falls office; mailed to P.O. Box 548, Twin Falls, ID 83303; faxed
to (208) 734-5538; or e-mailed to letters@magicvalley.com.
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Join the discussion
Voice your opinion with local bloggers: Progressive Voice, Conservative Corner and In the Middle.

On the opinion page at Magicvalley.com.

GOP must make a stand for small gov’t



Williams said.
The pioneering law — only

six states have such a ban —
might have contributed to a
drop in car crashes on state
roads this year. The number
of collisions since July 1,
when the law took effect, was
down 11 percent, from the
same period in 2007, accord-
ing to the State Patrol.

It’s impossible to know,
though, Williams notes,
whether the drop resulted
from the cellphone ban or
other factors such as high gas
prices and less travel.

Studies have indicated that
talking on a cellphone dis-
tracts a driver’s brain like sev-
eral glasses of wine would,
according to molecular biol-
ogist Dr. John Medina, direc-
tor of the Brain Center for
Applied Learning at Seattle
Pacific University and author
of “Brain Rules.’’

Five years ago, Baker-
Williams’ son Billy was 8
years old and running for a
school bus in Bellevue when
he was struck by a car, suf-
fered a traumatic brain injury
and slid into a coma. No one
was charged. Witnesses,
according to Baker-Williams,
said the driver was talking on
a cellphone.

Billy awoke a month later,
the same warmhearted per-
son, his mother says, but deaf
in one ear, with learning dis-
abilities from having a
crushed skull.

“His injury has left him
with word-retrieval prob-
lems. If you’ve known an
adult who’s had a stroke, it’s
like that; they know the
words but can’t retrieve
them.’’

David Miles, of Ravensdale,
is still not convinced the cell-
phone ban is warranted.

Miles, 46, was ticketed in
late October for talking on his
handheld phone and making

an unsafe U-turn in
Covington.

A regional sales manager,
Miles said he had taken a call
from his boss just after noon
and didn’t want to fumble
through his briefcase for his
earpiece. A King County
District Court judge dis-
missed the U-turn charge, he
said, but upheld the cell-
phone fine.

Miles called the new law a
revenue-raising and politi-
cal-correctness ploy by politi-
cians. If holding a cellphone
is banned, he said, then other
distractions, like eating and
loud music, should be also.
“I’d rather see some drivers
on cellphones than with
music blaring so loud I can
feel it thumping in my car.’’

Miles said almost all of his
driving and phoning is work-
related. Getting a ticket hasn’t
stopped him from using his
phone in the car, he said. “I
just hide it more and keep my
eyes out more for the police.’’

State troopers have given
most of their tickets 63 per-
cent to men.

The gender gap is the same
for warnings, with 63 percent
of those going to men.

Most violators are younger,
with a majority of tickets
issued to drivers under 35.

But that’s not to say older
drivers are immune. Troopers
have ticketed 39 drivers over
the age of 60, including one
75-year-old.

Offenders have been
nabbed all across the state,
with a roughly equal num-
bers of tickets written in the
Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma,
Everett and Yakima areas.

The State Patrol doesn’t
keep records about the cars
of offenders. But Williams
guesses more tickets have
gone to affluent drivers than
blue-collar motorists. “It’s
more BMWs than Dodge

Darts, in my observation,’’ he
said.

The state also enacted a
law at the start of 2008 ban-
ning text-messaging by driv-
ers. Troopers have handed
out just 106 tickets for that
offense and most went to
men and younger drivers.
Only one driver over 60 was
cited for illegal texting.

Advocates for accident vic-
tims see the current law as a
starting point, a first step in a
quest that may take years.

“As a secondary offense, I
knew the law would be limit-
ed in effectiveness,’’ said
Desiree Douglass, a founder
of a local nonprofit group,
Headstrong, that helps peo-
ple with traumatic brain
injuries half of which are
caused by car crashes in the
United States.

Douglass wants driving
and talking on a handheld
phone to be a primary
offense. “At Headstrong, we
said that from the very begin-
ning.’’

The public appears to sup-
port a tougher law. A
statewide poll by Pemco
Insurance in June, just before
the new law took effect,
showed 60 percent of
Washington drivers wanted
to make a handheld cell-
phone ban a primary offense.

But Douglass knows state
lawmakers took seven years
to move the current law from
initial proposal to passage.
And it took 16 years for the
state’s seat-belt law, imple-
mented as a secondary
offense in 1986, to become a
primary offense in 2002.

“We also understand that
laws get passed by little
steps,’’ she said.
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Auction

              Through January 17th

MONDAY, JAN. , :PM

Antiques & Collectibles, TF 

Furniture • Tools • Guns
Appliances • Consignments Welcome

734-1635 • 731-4567

IDAHO AUCTION BARN

www.auctionsidaho.com

TUESDAY, JAN. , :PM

Household • Tools • Antiques
Outrageous Oddities • Jerome

KLAAS AUCTION BARN

208-324-5521
www.klaasauction.com

SATURDAY, JAN. , :AM

Antique & Estate Sale, TF 
Fairgrounds • Furniture
 Collectibles • Antiques 

Much More! • 208-589-5550

BLUE MULE AUCTIONS

www.bluemuleauctions.com

SATURDAY, JAN. , :AM

Guns & Silver Dollars, TF 

Hunting • Fishing • Knives 
Consign your items now!

734-1635 • 731-4567

IDAHO AUCTION BARN
www.auctionsidaho.com

Sponsor a Pet!
$39 a month is all it takes to sponsor a pet 
for the Animal Shelter here in Twin Falls. 

You can buy a spot on our Adopt-A-Pet page, 
which runs once a month, and helps fi nd good 

homes for local, adoptable pets.

Remember to spay or neuter your pets before 
you bring them home.

For more information call Karen at 735-3270 
or email: kdickman@magicvalley.com

Northern Idaho medical centers await inspections
COEUR D’ALENE (AP) —

Some health care centers
are having to delay hiring
and some patients are hav-
ing to travel longer dis-
tances because state inspec-
tions are not being carried
out, officials say.

Twelve dialysis stations at
the $1 million Fresenius
Medical Care/Hayden Lake
Dialysis center have not
been used for a year because
state inspections have not

been done, forcing patients
to travel outside the area.

Nearby, the $19 million
Life Care Center of Post Falls
is facing similar delays
because it has not been
inspected.

“We still have no word,’’
Valerie Zaharie-Glauser,
executive director of Life
Care Center, told the Coeur
d’Alene Press. “We’re wait-
ing. We think it will be
soon.’’

Only two patients are
being treated at the 65,480-
square-foot rehabilitation
facility that could handle
about 130 patients and
employ 150 workers.

Idaho Health and Welfare,
under contract with the U.S.
Department of Health and
Welfare, decides which facil-
ities to inspect, or survey,
based on a federal ranking
that is based on need.

“We do these on behalf of

the federal agency,’’ said
Emily Simnitt, spokes-
woman for Idaho Health
and Welfare. “They have not
told us to do the surveys
yet.’’

She said the Life Care
Center could be inspected
in March.

“That’s great news,’’ said
Bryan Tapia, Northwest divi-
sion vice president for Life
Care Centers of America in
Federal Way, Wash. “It would

be awesome if we could get
that done.’’

The company is also
building assisted living cen-
ters near the rehabilitation
center that will eventually
have more than 250 apart-
ments. Once those apart-
ments fill and staff is hired,
payroll is expected to be
about $2 million.

“It all depends on how
quick we can admit
patients,’’ Tapia said.

Joe Stevens has been
spending four hours three
days a week on a dialysis
machine at a Coeur d’Alene
facility that requires him to
make a 60-mile trip each
day on public transporta-
tion.

His travel time will be cut
significantly when a dialysis
center opens in Sandpoint.

“I watch TV,’’ Stevens said.
“I will get to learn some new
technicians.’’

Not hanging up
By Bob Young
The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — Cindy
Baker-Williams held a
“Hang Up and Drive’’ ban-
ner over Aurora Avenue
North in Fremont when
Washington’s handheld
cellphone ban for drivers
began on the first of July.

She and her family
hoped the new law would
change drivers’ behavior.

It did at first. “The initial
trend we saw was less peo-
ple talking,’’ said Baker-
Williams.

Then cellphone use
started creeping back up,
said Sgt. Freddy Williams
of the State Patrol, who has
carried on his own infor-
mal off-duty study of driv-
ing-and-talking.

He can’t think of another
law that’s been flouted
quite like this one. “I’ve
seen people walk out of
their house and before
they put their car in gear,
they’re talking on the cell-
phone,’’ he said.

Now, he says, “we see
about one in three drivers
talking on a cellphone.
People seem to be ignoring
the law.’’

Lawmakers, lawbreak-
ers, law officers and advo-
cates of the law agree on
that.

It’s not for complete lack
of enforcement. Statewide,
troopers handed out 746
tickets for illegal driving-
and-talking through
November. They’ve socked
it to teenagers and septua-
genarians; but mostly men
and drivers in their 20s and
30s have paid the price.
Troopers also issued 1,345
written and verbal warn-
ings.

Seattle police have writ-
ten another 247 tickets,
according to the Seattle
Municipal Court.

But driving-and-talking
is a secondary offense,
meaning the police have to
stop a driver for another
violation before they can
write a $124 ticket for
holding a cellphone.

And the number of driv-
ing-and-phoning citations
is tiny compared to the
127,185 speeding tickets
state troopers wrote
between July and
December.

“The motoring public
has determined that
Washington state troopers
aren’t going to be lurking
around every corner just
so they can write them
cellphone tickets,’’

Wash. drivers ignore cellphone ban after 6 months
“The motoring public has determined that
Washington state troopers aren’t going to

be lurking around every corner just so they
can write them cellphone tickets.’’ 

— Sgt. Freddy Williams 

Ranchers oppose
Yellowstone
bison relocation

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) —
Ranchers are voicing concern
about plans to relocate some
Yellowstone Park bison to
Indian reservations in
Montana and Wyoming.

The ranchers are worried
about the animals’ history of
carrying brucellosis, a dis-
ease that causes domestic
cows to miscarry.

“There isn’t anyone up here
who wants it. It’s a cocka-
mamie idea, and it’s an
experimental deal,’’ said John
Brenden, a Scobey rancher
and legislator. “I don’t like
anybody experimenting on
us.’’

At issue is the relocation of
more than 40 bison, kept
under quarantine for three
years as part of an experi-
ment to keep alive at least
some of the bison migrating
from Yellowstone National
Park.

Bison that have left the
park and tested positive for
brucellosis have been
slaughtered in Montana to
prevent the animals from
coming in contact with live-
stock.

However, the quarantined
bison have tested negative
for brucellosis for three years,
been allowed to reproduce in
captivity and are now ready
for relocation. Three Indian
reservations, the Fort
Belknap and Fort Peck reser-
vations in Montana and Wind
River in Wyoming, have sub-
mitted proposals for acquir-
ing the bison.

The animals are sought
after because of bloodline
purity, said Robbie Magnum,
who manages an existing
herd of 117 bison on the Fort
Peck Reservation. Park bison
breed within their species,
unlike their nonpark cousins
that over the years have been
crossbred with cattle.

Magnum said the park
bison would not only

improve the quality of the
Fort Peck herd but also help
tribal members return to a
traditional diet low in carbo-
hydrates and rich in bison
meat. Diabetes is a serious
problem on the reservation.
Lowering carbohydrate con-
sumption is considered key
to managing blood sugar lev-
els.

Representatives from state
and federal government
agencies will meet this
month to review bison man-
agement proposals submit-
ted by the reservations.

Ron Aasheim, spokesman
for the Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks
Department, said it will be
months before any bison are
relocated.

The Fort Peck reservation’s
borders stretch within a few
miles of Brenden’s home.

Brenden and other ranch-
ers worry about the bison
straying off the reservation.
Even if the animals tested
negative for brucellosis, they
carry the stigma of originat-
ing from a diseased popula-
tion in Yellowstone National
Park.

Ranchers say just having
the bison near their opera-
tions could make it hard to
market beef from the area.

But the Montana
Department of Livestock isn’t
opposed to the plan since the
bison have tested negative
for brucellosis for three years.

“As far as the Department
of Livestock is concerned,
we’re not going to let untest-
ed bison go anywhere,’’ said
Steve Merritt, the depart-
ment’s spokesman. “This has
been part of the plan for
quite some time. It’s part of
the interagency bison man-
agement plan. It’s part of the
plan of the quarantine facili-
ty. We have a high degree of
confidence in the testing
regime.’’

Southwest Idaho county
turns trash into cash

BOISE (AP) — Ada County
is turning trash into cash.

For more than two years
the southwest Idaho county
has been converting landfill-
produced gas into electricity.

“It is a win-win-win situa-
tion,’’ Fred Tilman, Ada
County Commission chair-
man, told the Idaho
Statesman.

Landfills produce methane
and carbon dioxide as a
byproduct of decomposing
solid waste.

Federal regulations require
the county to capture and
destroy the gas, and the
county was doing that by
burning it off in flares. Tilman
witnessed these flares.

“I was so amazed standing
there when they fired those
things up,’’ he said. “As I
watched millions of BTUs
going up in the air I thought,
what a waste. That is what
prompted me to say ‘We’ve
got to be able to figure out
how to do something with
that.’’’

The county in late 2006
partnered with G2 Energy
LLC of Georgia, which
installed two engines at the
landfill to convert the gas
into electricity.

Earlier this year, that com-
pany was bought by Fortistar,
based in White Plains, New

York, and which has more
than 50 landfill power plants
across the U.S.

Dave Neal, director of Ada
County’s solid waste man-
agement department, said
each engine generates about
1.6 megawatts of electricity,
enough to power about 2,400
homes. He said the company
sells the energy to Idaho
Power.

Tilman said the county has
received about $600,000 over
the last two years in the deal.
He said all the county has to
do is divert the gas from the
landfill to the engines, which
are operated by Fortistar.

“It has been a terrifically
successful project,’’ he said.
“I fail to see a downside to it.’’

The landfill gas is collected
with a network of 88 wells
and several miles of pipes.
The county needs to add
more wells as the landfill
expands, and could soon be
collecting enough gas to
require a third engine that
could produce another 1.6
megawatts of electricity.

“It is quite the mining
operation up there,’’ Tilman
said.

Neal Oldemeyer, Boise
public works director, said
the city wants to start con-
verting sewage gas to elec-
tricity within five years.
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SERVICES

DEATH NOTICES

Fritz Kippes, H.I.S.

Hearing Aids can be tax-deductible

678-7600
1301 E. 16th Street • Burley

(Inside Farmers Insurance Building)

734-2900
260 Falls Ave • Twin Falls

(Across from CSI)

HEARING AID

PROFESSIONAL

HEARING AID

CALL TODAY FOR A 

FREE HEARING EVALUATION!

Esther Houston
Esther Houston, 83, of

Twin Falls, passed away
Saturday, Jan. 3, 2009, at a
local care facility.
Arrangements are under the
direction of Parke’s Magic
Valley Funeral Home.

Rose C. Wills
Rose C. Wills, 81, Twin

Falls passed away Sunday,
Jan. 4, 2009, at her home.
Arrangements are pending
and will be announced by
White Mortuary “Chapel by
the Park”.

Frank Chambers
BURLEY — Frank

Chambers, a 94-year-old
Burley resident, passed
away Jan. 4, 2009, at Parke
View Care in Burley.

Services are pending and
will be announced by
Hansen Payne Mortuary.

Steven Isaac
Damron

BURLEY — Steven Isaac
Damron, a 26-year-old

Burley resident, passed
away Jan. 3, 2009, from
injuries sustained from an
automobile accident.

Funeral services will be
held 11 a.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 7, at Hansen Payne
Mortuary. Friends may call
Tuesday evening from 6 to
8 p.m. and one hour prior
to the service on
Wednesday. Burial will
follow at the Paul
Cemetery.

James ‘Jim’ C.
Henslee

James “Jim” C. Henslee,
65, of Hagerman, passed
away Jan. 4, 2009, at St.
Luke’s Magic Valley Medical
Center in Twin Falls, Idaho.
Arrangements are under the
direction of Farmer Funeral
Chapel in Buhl.

Paula K. Schneider
Paula K. Schneider, 37, of

Kimberly, died Wednesday,
Dec. 31, 2008, in Kimberly.
Friends may call from 6 to
8 p.m. Monday Jan. 5 at
Serenity Funeral Chapel in
Twin Falls. 

Peter Rudolf Martens of
Twin Falls, funeral at 11 a.m.
today at Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Twin
Falls (White Mortuary in
Twin Falls).

Rudy Frank Prudek of
Buhl, funeral at 11 a.m.
today at Farmer Funeral
Chapel in Buhl; visitation
one hour before the funeral
today at the mortuary.

Rebecca Jean Stimpson
of Burley and formerly of
Nampa, funeral at 1 p.m.
today at the Nampa LDS
17th Ward Church, 607 W.
Locust Lane in Nampa; visi-
tation from noon to 12:45
p.m. today at the church
(Alsip & Persons Funeral
Chapel in Nampa).

Marjorie Eleanor
Renfrow of Mesquite, Nev.,
and formerly of Wendell,
memorial service at 2 p.m.
today at the Mesquite
United Methodist Church in
Mesquite, Nev. (Virgin
Valley Mortuary in
Mesquite, Nev.)

Kenneth M. Hettenbach
of Meridian and formerly of
Twin Falls, funeral at
3:30 p.m. today at Clover-
dale Funeral Home in Boise.

Elsie Jane Cummins of
Nuevo, Calif., and formerly
of Jerome, graveside service
at 11 a.m. Tuesday at the
Wendell Cemetery; visita-
tion from 9 to 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday at Hove-Robertson
Funeral Chapel in Jerome;
celebration of life memorial
luncheon at noon Tuesday
at Best Western Sawtooth
Inn and Convention Center,
2653 S. Lincoln in Jerome. 

Galen Cleverley of Twin
Falls, celebration of life at
11 a.m. Tuesday at the Twin
Falls 1st Ward LDS Church,
847 Eastland Drive N.; visi-
tation from 5 to 8 p.m. today
at Reynolds Funeral Chapel,
2466 Addison Ave. E. in Twin
Falls, and one hour before
the service Tuesday at the
church.

Dewey Wayne John of
Hazelton, funeral at 11 a.m.
Tuesday at Parke’s Magic
Valley Funeral Home, 2551
Kimberly Road in Twin Falls;
visitation one hour before
the service Tuesday at the
funeral home. 

Adine Valate Givens of
Kimberly, funeral at 1 p.m.
Tuesday at the Kimberly

LDS Stake Center, 3857 N.
3500 E.; visitation from 6 to
8 p.m. today at Parke’s
Magic Valley Funeral Home,
2551 Kimberly Road in Twin
Falls, and one hour before
the service Tuesday at the
church.

Janine Irene Ambrose
Hieb Gordon of Rupert,
memorial service at 1 p.m.
Tuesday at the Rupert
United Methodist Church
(Hansen Mortuary Rupert
Chapel).

Ellen Marie La Fromboise
of Heyburn, memorial serv-
ice at 3 p.m. Tuesday at the
First Christian Church
Praise Chapel, 1110 Eighth
St. in Rupert (Rasmussen
Funeral Home in Burley).

William “Bill” R. Parsons
of Kimberly, funeral at
11 a.m. Wednesday at
Parke’s Magic Valley Funeral
Home, 2551 Kimberly Road
in Twin Falls; visitation one
hour before the service
Wednesday at the funeral
home. 

Charles J. Printz of
Glenns Ferry, memorial
service at 2 p.m. Thursday at
the United Methodist
Church, 207 W. Harrison in
Glenns Ferry (Rost Funeral
Home, McMurtrey Chapel
in Mountain Home).

Harold Vernon Lee of
Boise, service at 1:30 p.m.
Friday at Relyea Funeral
Chapel, 318 N. Latah in
Boise (Cremation Society of
Idaho).

Mary Eileen Julian-
Hobdey of Gooding, memo-
rial service at 2:30 p.m.
Friday at St. Elizabeth’s
Catholic Church in
Gooding; rosary service at
7 p.m. Thursday at the
church (Demaray Funeral
Service, Gooding Chapel).

Martha Mary Robertson
of Glenns Ferry, memorial
service at 11 a.m. Saturday
at the First Baptist Church,
417 S. Oneida in Glenns
Ferry (Rost Funeral Home,
McMurtrey Chapel in
Mountain Home).

Robert “Bob” Leonard of
Idaho Falls and formerly of
Twin Falls, celebration of
life from 2 to 6 p.m.
Saturday at the Sandpiper
Restaurant, 750 Lindsay
Blvd. in Idaho Falls (Wood
Funeral Home in Idaho
Falls).

CSI Hunley: Fate of historic sub a cold case file
By Bruce Smith
Associated Press writer

NORTH CHARLESTON,
S.C. — It could be one of the
nation’s oldest cold case files:
What happened to eight
Confederate sailors aboard
the H.L. Hunley after it
became the first submarine
in history to sink an enemy
warship?

Their hand-cranked sub
rammed a spar with black
powder into the Union block-
ade ship Housatonic off
Charleston on a chilly winter
night in 1864 but never
returned.

Its fate has been the subject
of almost 150 years of conjec-
ture and almost a decade of
scientific research since the
Hunley was raised back in
2000. But the submarine has
been agonizingly slow sur-
rendering her secrets.

“She was a mystery when
she was built. She was a mys-
tery as to how she looked and
how she was constructed for
many years and she is still a
mystery as to why she didn’t
come home,’’ said state Sen.
Glenn McConnell, R-
Charleston and chairman of
the South Carolina Hunley
Commission, which raised
the sub and is charged with
conserving and displaying it.

Scientists hope the next
phase of the conservation,
removing the hardened sedi-
ment coating the outside of
the hull, will provide clues to
the mystery.

McConnell, who watched
the sub being raised more
than eight years ago, thought
at the time the mystery would
be easily solved.

“We thought it would be
very simple ... something
must have happened at the
time of the attack,’’ he said.
“We would just put those
pieces together and know
everything about it.’’

But what seemed so clear
then seems as murky now as
the sandy bottom where the
Hunley rested for 136 years.
When the Hunley was raised,
the design was different from
what scientists expected and
there were only eight, not
nine, crewmen, as originally
thought.

The first phase of work on
the Hunley consisted of pho-
tographing and studying the
outside of the hull. Then sev-
eral iron hull plates were
removed allowing scientists
to enter the crew compart-
ment to remove sediment,
human remains and a cache

of artifacts.
Thousands of people,

many re-enactors in period
dress, turned out in April
2004 when the crew was
buried in what has been
called the last Confederate
funeral.

With the inside excavated,
the outside of the hull will
now be cleaned before the
sub is put in a chemical bath
to remove salts left by years
on the ocean floor. The
Hunley will eventually be dis-
played in a new museum in
North Charleston.

Archaeologist Maria
Jacobsen said the Hunley is
like a crime scene except that,
unlike on television shows,
there is no smoking gun.

“If we compare this crime
site investigation with, say, a
tragic plane crash in the
mountains, that investigation
would be a lot easier,’’ she
said. “You can go to the crash
you can see the metal pieces
and they have the finger-
prints of the crash site.’’

In the case of the Hunley,
some of those fingerprints
may be covered with the
encrusted sediment on the
hull that scientists refer to as
concretion.

When the sub was found
there was no window in the
front conning tower, suggest-
ing it had been shot out, per-
haps by Union sharpshoot-
ers.

But no glass was found
inside the sub and the
remains of the captain, Lt.
George Dixon, showed no
injuries to his skull or body
consistent with being shot

while looking through the
window, McConnell said.

The crew’s bodies were
found at their duty stations,
suggesting there was no
emergency resulting in a
scramble to get out of the sub.
And the controls on the bilge
pump were not set to pump
water from the crew com-
partment, suggesting there
was no water flooding in.

After the attack both
Confederates on shore and
Union ships reported seeing a
blue light, believed to be the
Hunley signaling it had com-
pleted its mission.

A lantern with a thick lens
that would have shifted the
light spectrum and appeared
blue from a distance was
found in the wreck.

But after the attack, the
USS Canandaigua rushed to
the aide of the Housatonic
and there is speculation that
the light could have come
from that ship instead.

Could the Canandaigua
have grazed the Hunley, dis-
abling her so the sub couldn’t
surface? A good look at the
hull in the coming months
may provide the answer.

Historians also know the
Hunley needed to wait for the
incoming tide to return to
shore.

“Were they waiting down
there and miscalculated their
oxygen and blacked out?’’
said McConnell.

He said a grappling hook,
believed to serve as an
anchor of the Hunley, was
found near the wreck.
Cleaning the hull may pro-
duce evidence of a rope

showing the sub was
anchored, perhaps waiting
for the tide to change.

Then there is the mystery
of Dixon’s watch, which
stopped at 8:23 p.m.
Although times were far from
uniform in the Civil War era,
the Housatonic was attacked
about 20 minutes later,
according to federal time,
McConnell said.

One theory is the concus-
sion of the attack stopped the
watch and knocked out the
sailors on the sub. Or the
watch simply might have run
down and was not noticed in
the excitement of the attack.
That could have led to a mis-
calculation of the time they
were under water.

Union troops reported see-
ing the Hunley approaching
and the light through the
tower window “like dinosaur
eyes or a giant porpoise in the
water,’’ McConnell said.

If the Hunley crew miscal-
culated and surfaced too
close to the Housatonic on
their final approach they
would not have had enough
time to replenish their oxygen
before the attack, he said.

The clues now seem to
indicate the crew died of
anoxia, a lack of oxygen, and
didn’t drown. “Whatever hap-
pened, happened unexpect-
edly, with no warning,’’
McConnell said.

Running out of oxygen can
quickly cause unconscious-
ness.

“One you reach that critical
stage, it’s like you flick a
switch,’’ he said. “It’s that fast,
like on an airplane.’’

AP photo

Archaeologists Ben Rennison uses a hose to wet down the H. L. Hunley as the excavation and analysis continues

at the Warren Lasch Conservation Center Nov. 19, 2008, in North Charleston, S.C.

College degrees no guarantee in current job hunts
By Annys Shin
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — When
Nena Razmara was laid off in
November from her $70,000-
a-year job with a high-end
residential building supplier,
she thought she would be
working again by Christmas.

Having worked in residen-
tial construction for 20 years,
she was used to finding work
by flipping through her
Rolodex.

“Usually it’s three phone
calls, three job offers, and off
you go,’’ she said.

The 45-year-old
Woodbridge, Va. resident
made her three phone calls.
Then three more. But she still
had no leads. For the first
time since she graduated
from college in the 1980s, she
scoured help-wanted ads. She
sent out more than 150
resumes and posted one on
Craigslist under the heading,
“I desperately need a job.’’

In ordinary times, a college
degree goes a long way
toward securing employ-
ment, even during a reces-
sion. It also offers some meas-
ure of job security: Workers
with at least a college diploma
are less likely to lose their jobs
in down times. But college
grads such as Razmara are
now finding that a postsec-
ondary education isn’t neces-
sarily enough.

In fact, labor economists
say the unemployment rate
for workers with a bachelor’s
degree or higher is poised to
hit a record high. This reces-
sion is so far-reaching, they
contend, few are immune
from the consequences.

“In a flood everyone gets

swept away,’’ said Lawrence
Mishel, an economist with
the liberal Economic Policy
Institute in Washington.

In November, the unem-
ployment rate among work-
ers with a college degree or
higher reached 3.1 percent.
While that figure is modest
compared with the national
unemployment rate of 6.7
percent — and nowhere near
the 10.5 percent unemploy-
ment rate among those with-
out a high school diploma —
it hasn’t been that high since
2003. Because the unemploy-
ment rate tends to lag behind
other economic indicators,
analysts think unemploy-
ment among college-educat-
ed workers is likely to surpass
4 percent, which would be the
highest rate since the Bureau
of Labor Statistics began
tracking unemployment by
education level in 1970.

College-educated workers
have steadily become more
vulnerable to economic
downturns since the 1980s, as
employers have resorted to
cutting middle managers and
older workers who may be
more expensive. Older and
more educated workers lost
their jobs at a higher rate dur-
ing the recession of the early
‘90s than in the recession of
the early ‘80s, although
younger, less-educated work-
ers still had the highest rates
of job losses, according to
research by Princeton
University economics profes-
sor Henry Farber.

College-educated workers
“are more vulnerable than
they used to be, but histori-
cally they’ve had an easier
time in terms of how long it
takes them to find a job,’’

Farber said.
The current recession is

proving to be broader than
the previous two in 1990-91
and 2001, affecting a wider
range of industries and work-
ers, economists said.

Government data suggest
that since March, the job
market for college-educated
workers has become weaker
than their unemployment
rate indicates, said Alan
Krueger, another Princeton
economist.

Last month, the number of
college graduates working fell
by 282,000, but the number of
college graduates counted as
unemployed rose by only
2,000 to 1.413 million. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics
deems people unemployed if
they are out of a job but look-
ing for work. The gap between
the drop in the number of
working college grads and the
number counted as unem-
ployed suggests to Krueger
that college-educated work-
ers are leaving the workforce
by returning to school, retir-
ing or joining the ranks of
“discouraged workers’’ who
have stopped looking for
work.

Corporate headhunters
said employers can afford to
be pickier than they were
even just a few months ago
because of a surge in qualified
candidates.

“The job seekers we’re see-
ing have stronger qualifica-
tions than we’ve seen in
recent years based on
advanced degrees, universi-
ties, and certifications and
the reputations of the
employers they’ve worked
for,’’ said Steve Kerrigan, east
regional managing director of

the Mergis Group, a national
recruiting firm based in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., that special-
izes in placing engineering,
accounting and finance and
other professionals.

It’s a job market that favors
more experienced workers
over recent graduates. David
Norris, 54, of Exton, Pa., a vet-
eran financial consultant who
has an MBA, was laid off in
2001 and again last year.
Seven years ago, he said, it
took him 61/2 months to find
another job. Since he lost his
job in August following a
merger, he has had five inter-
views, which yielded at least
one solid prospect as a comp-
troller at a large manufactur-
ing firm.

He attributes the relative
ease of his most recent job
search to the fact that he held
a more senior position when
he was laid off compared with
when he was laid off in 2001.

For those who have had a
harder time finding a job
commensurate with their last
one, there is another alterna-
tive to dropping out of the
workforce: “trading down,’’ or
taking positions for which
they are overqualified or that
are completely outside of
their field until the economy
improves.

Recruiters who work with
professionals have another
name for it: being flexible.

“We’re telling candidates ...
your next job may not have
the title you want or the pay
you want,’’ said John Owen,
Tysons Corner branch man-
ager for Robert Half
International, a national firm
based in Menlo, Calif., that
places accounting and
finance professionals.

Breaking news, local videos and more at Magicvalley.com
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Israeli troops and tanks slice deep into Gaza Strip
The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip —
Thousands of Israeli troops
backed by tanks and helicop-
ter gunships surrounded
Gaza’s largest city and fought
militants at close range
Sunday, the first full day of an
overwhelming ground offen-
sive in the coastal territory.

Israel said it has inflicted a
heavy blow against Hamas as
it expands a weeklong offen-
sive meant to stop rocket fire
on southern Israel. But spiral-
ing civilian casualties among
Palestinians fueled an inter-
national outcry, even as the
U.S. blocked approval of a
U.N. Security Council state-
ment Saturday night calling
for an immediate cease-fire.

Israel’s ground forces
moved in after nightfall
Saturday following hours of
intense, fiery artillery shelling

to clear the way, and Hamas
warned that its fighters would
turn Gaza into an Israeli
“graveyard.’’

Palestinians reported
clashes early Monday in east-
ern Gaza near the border with
Israel. Hamas militants fired
rocket-propelled grenades
and mortars at advancing
Israeli tanks. Explosions
could be heard in Gaza City as
aircraft attacked buildings.
There was no immediate
word about casualties.

On Sunday, Israeli soldiers
fought primarily in open
areas in the launching zones
used by Gaza’s militants to
send rockets raining down on
Israeli cities. As the troops in
three brigade-size formations
moved in, residents of those
Israeli cities began cautiously
emerging from bomb shelters
in hopes that the rocket fire
would taper off.

Backing up the troops,
mobile artillery units fired
shells that exploded in veils of
white smoke over Gaza’s
urban skyline. Tanks pushed
south of Gaza City as deep as
the abandoned settlement of
Netzarim, which Israel left
along with other communi-
ties when it pulled out of
Gaza in 2005.

That effectively cut off Gaza
City, the territory’s largest
population center with some
400,000 residents, from the
rest of Gaza to the south.

Israel’s military chief said
Hamas fighters were trying to
draw soldiers deeper into
Gaza’s sprawling, densely
packed urban areas, where
the military said militants
were shielding themselves
behind civilians.

“You entered like rats,’’
Hamas spokesman Ismail
Radwan told Israeli soldiers

in a statement on Hamas’ Al
Aqsa TV. “Gaza will be a grave-
yard for you, God willing,’’ he
said.

Israeli forces have not yet
entered urban areas, said
Brig. Gen. Avi Benayahu, the
chief army spokesman. He

warned, however, that the
operation was not a “school
trip’’ and would be long and
demanding.
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I R A Q

Female bomber
kills 38 in Baghdad

BAGHDAD — A woman hid-
ing among Iranian pilgrims with
a bomb strapped under her
black robe killed more than
three dozen people on Sunday
outside a Baghdad mosque dur-
ing ceremonies commemorat-
ing the death of one of Shiite
Islam’s most revered saints.

The suicide attack, the most
recent in a series that has killed
more than 60 people in less that
a week, was the latest to mar the
transfer of many security
responsibilities from the U.S.
military to Iraqi forces.

Iraqi security forces have
deployed thousands of troops in
Baghdad and in the Shiite holy
city of Karbala, just south of the
capital, to safeguard against
attacks during the ceremonies.
Attacks by al-Qaida in Iraq,
Sunni insurgents and even a
Shiite cult have killed hundreds
of people in recent years.

The attack in Baghdad’s
northern Shiite neighborhood
of Kazimiyah, which also and
wounded at least 72 people,
comes two days after a suicide
bomber slipped into a luncheon
at a tribal leader’s home south of
Baghdad and killed at least 23
people. More than a dozen other
people have died in other
attacks since New Year’s Day.

The Iraqi military held
parades to mark the anniversary
of its founding 88 years ago and
to celebrate a security agree-
ment with the United States that
went into effect on Jan. 1. The
agreement replaced a U.N.
mandate that allowed the U.S.
and other foreign troops to
operate in Iraq.

N E W Y O R K

Traders get back to work
in first full week of 2009

Wall Street will open for trad-
ing Monday at a two-month
high as investors have grown
more optimistic that the worst
of the market’s rout might be
over. But, analysts contend, the
real test is still to come.

There will be no shortage of
economic data and potential
corporate news as traders get
back to work after the holidays.
The real hope is that the market
can build upon Friday’s rally,
when the Dow Jones industrial
average snapped a four-week
losing streak and closed above
9,000 for the first time since
Nov. 5.

The past month has shown
that the negative sentiment
about things like corporate
earnings and still-sluggish cred-
it markets have already been
factored into the market.
Analysts say the next few weeks
will determine if investors are
comfortable enough to return
to the market — with their fears
of missing out on a rally out-
weighing concerns of a
renewed downturn.

“There’s now an estimated
$8.9 trillion sitting on the side-
lines in cash and money mar-
kets,’’ said Stephen Leeb, presi-
dent of New York-based Leeb
Capital Management.

— The Associated Press

By David Porter
Associated Press writer

NEWARK, N.J. — Some
business owners in this
crime-plagued city say
recent enforcement of a
decades-old ordinance pro-
hibiting some types of
barbed wire and razor wire
is making Newark more
attractive — to thieves.

Burglaries are up 17 per-
cent from 2007 through
November in Newark,
which has a young, charis-
matic mayor who has
vowed to help the city
rebound from decades of
official inaction, incompe-
tence and outright criminal-
ity.

The city is aggressively
courting new investment
and development, but peo-
ple who have been ordered
to downgrade their fences
say officials are worried
more about aesthetics than
security.

John DeSantis, owner of a
lot used by an auto repair
business in Newark’s West
Ward, says his property has
been the site of more than a
dozen burglaries since the
summer, when the city
forced him to remove razor
wire on top of the 7-foot-tall
fence that surrounds the lot.

“The bottom line was,
they said, ‘It doesn’t look
good and we want to create
a new image for the city of
Newark,’’’ DeSantis said.

The order was backed up
by a previously little-used
1966 ordinance that states:
“No barbed wire fence or
other fence or wall having
barbed or sharp projections
facing outward, or other-
wise endangering the trav-
eling public, shall be per-
mitted adjacent to or along
the line of any street or

public place.’’
The Rev. C.H. Thomas of

the Church of Christ, which
sits across the street from
DeSantis’ lot, told The Star-
Ledger of Newark that
thieves have broken into
several cars in the church’s
lot since barbed wire was
removed from a fence over
the summer at the city’s
behest.

In some respects, the dis-
pute is a microcosm of the
changes under way in New
Jersey’s largest city, viewed,
as always, through the
prism of crime.

Newark is a city struggling
to forge ahead as it grapples
with its past, with neighbor-
hoods in which new hous-
ing is sprinkled across a
landscape teeming with
aging or abandoned proper-
ties.

Crime remains the broad
brush that colors percep-

tions of the city:
Despite a steep
drop in homicides
in the last year,
robberies and
aggravated ass-

aults rose along
with burglaries in 2008.

DeSantis said he was sur-
prised when a city official
told him that the ordinance
was being enforced to pre-
vent passers-by or anyone
climbing the fence from
being injured by the barbed
wire.

“I said that maybe if a few
of these thieves were injured
the word would get around
that ‘Hey, we can’t do this
anymore,’’ he said.

Melvin Waldrop, director
of the city’s department of
neighborhood and recre-
ational services, which over-
sees code enforcement, did
not respond to a request for
comment, but his office said
132 properties were cited for
violating the 1966 ordi-
nance in the city last year. It
was not known how many
of the property owners had
removed the wire from their

fences as a result.
Mayor Cory A. Booker

said, through a spokes-
woman: “We understand
the concerns of local busi-
ness owners and will con-
tinue to work with property
owners to resolve this mat-
ter. The city will be review-
ing the ordinance to come
up with a solution that
addresses all concerns.’’

For now, enforcement of
the ordinance appears to be
spotty.

Around the corner from
DeSantis’ property, barbed
wire topped a fence around
a vacant lot behind the Yes
Lord Ministry, and two auto
repair shops within a few
blocks also had barbed wire
or razor wire atop their
fences.

Joe Nyamekye, who runs
Joe’s Collision Center on
Central Avenue, said a city
representative told him a
few months ago he might
have to remove the barbed
wire and razor wire that tops
the fence surrounding his
lot. He said he hadn’t heard
anything since then.

Critics say Newark barbed
wire ban helps criminals

AP photo

A car lot surrounded by fence topped with barbed wire and razor wire is seen in Newark, N.J., Dec. 31,

2008. The city has ordered the removal of barbed wire and razor wire from the top of fences in the area.

Illinois governor’s allies vanish as impeachment vote nears
By Christopher Wills
Associated Press writer

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. —
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich
doesn’t have many friends
these days, particularly
among the lawmakers who
will decide whether to throw
him out of office.

The vote to begin
impeachment proceedings
was unanimous. Former
allies have fallen silent since
his Dec. 9 arrest on federal
corruption charges. Mem-

bers of a special impeach-
ment committee are uni-
formly negative in their
comments and questions.

“Isn’t anyone here going to
stand up for the governor?’’
Blagojevich attorney Ed
Genson asked the commit-
tee last week.

The response was silence.
Blagojevich even has trou-

ble finding support closer to
home. His circle of aides and
informal advisers has fallen
apart due to arrests, resigna-
tions and the pressure of a

federal investigation that
dates back six years. His
chief legislative ally is retir-
ing next month.

There have been few
details about what
Blagojevich is doing behind
closed doors at his Chicago
office, other than signing a
few bills and attempting to
maintain an air of “business
as usual.’’ His spokesman
has said the governor is
meeting with aides and staff
about Illinois’ $2 billion-plus
budget gap, but no one has

provided details or stepped
forward to confirm
Blagojevich is even talking
with anyone.

He spends the rest of time
at home, save for a few visits
to Genson’s office.

Blagojevich’s woeful situa-
tion leaves him immensely
vulnerable to impeachment
in the House and then con-
viction in the Senate.

Lawmakers can vote
against him for any reason
they want. They don’t have to
follow rules of evidence or

consider reasonable doubt.
They could vote to throw
him out of office simply
because they don’t consider
him fit to be governor.

That’s an easier vote to
make if no one will stand up
and defend him.

His closest ally in the
House, state Rep. Jay
Hoffman, a fellow Democrat
from Collinsville, said noth-
ing to support Blagojevich
when the House voted to
establish an impeachment
committee.

AESTHETICS
OR SECURITY?

Thailand
police to
charge club
owner over
deadly fire

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)
— The owner of a Thai
nightclub where at least 62
revelers perished in a New
Year’s Eve fire will face crim-
inal charges over the blaze,
which was likely sparked by
a countdown fireworks dis-
play on the stage of the
jammed nightspot, police
said Sunday.

Wisuth Setsawat, a Thai-
Chinese businessman,
broke down in tears as he
offered apologies to rela-
tives of the victims Sunday
before being questioned by
police over the disaster at
his Santika Club.

The fire raced through the
two-story building with vic-
tims succumbing to the
blaze, smoke inhalation and
injuries from a stampede as
hundreds of revelers tried to
escape through a single
main door.

Police Gen. Jongrak
Jutanont said Sunday that
Wisuth would be charged
with carelessness leading to
the deaths of others. He has
already been charged with
allowing in an underage
customer, a 17-year-old
high school student who
was among the dead.

“More investigations will
follow to pinpoint everyone
who is responsible for this,’’
the police officer told
reporters, adding that more
than 100 witnesses have
already been interviewed.

Earlier, police said 13 peo-
ple were to be questioned
including Wisuth, managers
of his White and Brothers
Co., and staffers of a compa-
ny hired to put on the
countdown fireworks dis-
play on the stage of the
Santika Club, which Jongrak
said probably sparked the
blaze.

The death toll rose by one
to 62 on Sunday with 31 oth-
ers in critical condition hav-
ing sustained burns over 70
percent of their bodies,
according to Narenthorn
Emergency Center.
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The
new

By Melissa Davlin
Times-News writer

Looking for a way to kick off your
new year? Gary Ettenger, CEO of
YMCA of Twin Falls, hopes you’ll
give the new Elizabeth Boulevard Y
a shot.

On Dec. 29, the facility reopened
after closing for a remodeling. The
changes, including a new fitness
circuit and state-of-the-art exercise
equipment, provide a new way to
work out for Magic Valley.

Ettenger joined the Twin Falls
YMCA team in July after working
with the national association for 25
years. Immediately, he and the
board of directors got to work plan-
ning for the remodeling.

The facility invested $200,000
from its own funds, but the
improvements are worth closer to
$400,000, Ettenger said. Some of
the equipment was donated or sold
to the YMCA at cost, while commu-
nity members volunteered to paint
the 50-year-old walls. 

The changes are the first of a
four-phase plan to improve the
Twin Falls YMCA. Phase 2 will focus
on the Canyon Rim YMCA, and
plans for phases 3 and 4 will mate-
rialize in the next couple of years,
Ettenger said. He expects a mem-
bership increase of 1,000 following
last weekend’s grand opening.

Some of the changes are subtle.
New coats of paint cover the walls,
and children have a larger room to
play in after Ettenger traded his
spacious office with the cramped
nursery. Others are more drastic —
a new QuickFit Circuit greets visi-
tors in the waiting area, and the old
workout room is nearly unrecog-
nizable with new equipment. 

“It’s so cool,” said board chair-
man Mike Preece.

I reviewed the changes right after
the YMCA reopened its doors last
week and liked what I saw. But
Ettenger and Preece don’t need my
seal of approval — they are already
getting great feedback from Y
members.

“I can’t believe all the smiles,”
Preece said.

The circuit
Circuit training is an ideal way

for professionals and other adults
with minimum workout time to get
in 30 minutes of exercise a day.
Varied exercises ensure partici-
pants work all parts of their bodies,
so forget making excuses for skip-
ping the aerobic part of your rou-
tine.

“Everyone from the out-of-shape
to athletes can benefit,” Preece
said. The circuit is easily customiz-
able. If you’re in shape, push your-
self through the exercises. If not,
feel free to lighten the weight load
and take rests between the stations.

The circuit is standard, with four
aerobic stations and eight easy-to-
use strength stations. Participants
have 100 seconds at each station.
At the end of the 100 seconds, they
have 25 seconds to switch stations
and adjust the equipment. 

My take: I have to admit my bias.
I’m a huge fan of circuit workouts,
probably because I have a short
attention span and get bored with
more than three minutes at a time
of any given exercise.

As far as circuits go, this is nice.
The 100 seconds is long enough to
feel the burn, but short enough to
keep your attention. On a few of

the weight machines, though, I
struggled to make it more than a
minute.

That’s OK, though. Ettenger said
many people can do only one rep
of eight or 10, then just relax for the
rest of the time. Only elite athletes
can manage lifting weights for the
whole minute and a half. It’s com-
forting to know that I’m not alone
in my wimpiness.

The main 

exercise room
When getting ready for your

workout, stop by the facility’s new
warm-up room. The room is paint-
ed in relaxing blue tones and has
mats on the floor to make stretch-
ing a little more appealing.

In the core room across the hall,
the Ab Solo is designed to strength-
en core muscles with a combina-
tion of sit-ups and medicine balls.
While sitting up, the participant
grabs a medicine ball that weights
as much as 7 pounds. He leans
back with the medicine ball at his
chest, then throws it into a basket.
It’s like a carnival game, except the
prize is six-pack abs instead of a
stuffed animal.

In the main workout room, new
equipment dots the floor. Cybex
weight equipment is smoother and

simpler to operate than the YMCA’s
old machines, Preece said.

One of the most exciting changes
is the addition of new cardio
equipment. Runners, bikers and
walkers can plug headphones into
their equipment and listen in on
one of four television shows. The
Expresso Bikes come in standard
and recumbent and are fitted with
screens that simulate biking cours-
es. The rider has control over the

gears, and the computer controls
the tension depending on the
course’s grade. The bikes even have
a dragon-chasing game in which
the rider pedals after the reptilian
monsters on their bikes, which
Preece demonstrated.

“Gotta lead him a little bit,”
Preece added as he chased down a
dragon. “Ah, got him.”

My take: What a fantastic
improvement on the old Y.

I’ve spent many an hour on
treadmills and ellipticals at the
gym, staring blankly at the wall and
counting the seconds until my
workout is over. With the televi-
sions and games, however, YMCA
patrons will have another reason to
work out.

I’m excited about the new
stretching room. I’m a big fan of
warming up before working out,
but I always feel silly bending
over and reaching for my toes on
the middle of the gym floor. I’ll
be much more comfortable with
the privacy — and the padded
floor.

Photos by MEAGAN THOMPSON/Times-News

Lights out! The Lightspace Play Floor glows in the dark as children dart across the surface trying to avoid lights and sensors that will put them out of the game in virtual dodgeball.
The exercise equipment is one of many new additions to the YMCA on Twin Falls’ Elizabeth Boulevard.

YMCA
Twin Falls facility 

undergoes
transformation

Twin Falls YMCA 
membership

It’s $400 annually or $40 monthly
for families, plus a $25 joiners fee;
and $270 annually or $30 monthly
for single adults, plus the $25 join-
ers fee. Prices don’t include tax.

Membership allows access at the
Elizabeth Boulevard facility, the
Canyon Rim facility and the Y/City
Pool, as well as classes. 

Information: 733-4384.

Times-News reporter Melissa Davlin works out in the circuit training room at the newly remodeled Twin Falls YMCA.

Above: Trevor Ferguson, 13, works on his abs and
his aim as he tosses balls at a target Tuesday
afternoon at the YMCA on Elizabeth Boulevard.

Right: New equipment for a new year: Times-News
reporter Melissa Davlin tries out a new machine in
the circuit training room at the Twin Falls YMCA. 

Please see YMCA, Page B2

Magicvalley.com
WATCH: A video story showing new attractions at the
YMCA on Twin Falls’ Elizabeth Boulevard.



By Megan K. Scott
Associated Press writer

NEW YORK — January is
for fitness centers what
December is for retailers: a
bad month makes for a bad
year.

And with people spending
less and less likely to
overindulge this year, some
in the fitness business are
working harder to make sure
they don’t find themselves
on the ropes.

“We’re all kind of holding
our breath,” says Ben Quist,
co-owner of Form & Fitness
in Grafton, Wis. He said
while his club hasn’t seen a
decline in memberships, he
is a little nervous. A third of
the club’s annual revenue is
from new memberships in
January, he said.

“You never take anything
for granted,” Quist said.
“These next three months, I
need to take in a handsome
chunk of our revenue.”

Historically, January is the
single biggest month for new
membership enrollment at
health clubs, according to
the International Health,
Racquet & Sportsclub
Association. Many fitness
centers introduce some of
their best deals, hoping to
entice new members and
lock them into a year-long or
even longer contract.

The number of gym mem-
berships dropped 3 percent
to 41.5 million between 2006
and 2007, according to the
association. At the same
time, the number of fitness
centers is increasing.

There were 29,636 com-
mercial fitness centers in
2007, up from 29,357 in 2006,
according to the association.
And in most big metropoli-
tan markets, every commer-
cial fitness facility has 10 to
25 competitive fitness opera-
tions within its prime target
area, the association reports.

Health club memberships
tend to skew towards those
earning $50,000 or more,
who are not the hardest hit
by the economy, according
to David Lockwood, director
of research at Mintel.

But almost all consumers
are cutting spending across
the board, and for people
with lower incomes, a gym is
very likely a first cut, he said.

“We have to assume that
the ‘New Years’ Resolve peo-
ple’ who join clubs en masse

in January and others who
do so for winter months will
be fewer in number this year
because of the economy,”
Lockwood said in an e-mail.

In part because of the
economy, Curves
International deepened its
discount for new members,
according to spokeswoman
Kathy Carr. The original deal

was 30 percent off and the
first 30 days free.

Now, members who sign
up between Jan. 1 and March
6 get 50 percent off the initi-
ation fee, in addition to the
first 30 days for free, said
Carr.

But because people have
little time to work out these
days, lowering membership
costs may not be enough,
says Cedric Bryant, chief sci-
ence officer for American
Council on Exercise. He said
people are also looking for
time-efficient workouts,
such as boot camp classes.

Sylvia Camacho, 53, a col-
lege administrator in
Remsenburg, N.Y., said one
reason she canceled her
membership to The Firm
Fitness in November was
because she never used it.

“I started thinking about
the time and money that it
cost be a member and me
not making it there,” she
says. “I figured it would be a

good thing to knock off my
budget.”

None of this is to say that
fitness centers are obsolete,
says Dr. Pamela Peeke, sen-
ior medical correspondent
for the Discovery Health
National Body Challenge.

Mintel has found that peo-
ple who join health clubs like
the community atmosphere
and are quite loyal — even if
they stray from time to time,
said Lockwood.

“You can’t talk to that per-
son in the DVD,” Peeke says.
“It’s nice to have another
human being who walks up
to you while you’re lifting
weights or is in that class for
yoga.”

But she said health clubs
will have to get creative.

Her suggestions: free lec-
tures on stress management,
workouts that focus on relax-
ation, discounts on mas-
sages, babysitting, monthly
membership options and of
course, a slash in prices.
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It seems hard to believe, but health benefi ts have only been around in the United 
Sates since the 1940s.  While few people would suggest that going without them 
is wise, there are fewer and fewer people who can actually afford the increasing 
costs associated with medical coverage.

Spiraling costs have set off a fl urry of reform-minded initiatives across the 
country in both the public and private sectors.  Many states are working to 
reform their current systems and move toward a universal system.

Employers are contracting with major insurance carriers to offer cost-effective 
health care solutions to their workforce-or reevaluating their current level of 
coverage.  The most common, and generally least expensive, medical care 
option is group insurance. 

Your options may expand pursuant to new legislation, but the fact remains that 
health insurance is an important part of your overall physical and fi nancial well-
being.  Whether you are a small business owner, a full- or part-time employee 
of an organization, or a self-insuring contractor, you may want to consult with a 
fi nancial professional about your options.   Choosing an incorrect plan for your 
situation may have an unwelcome impact on your bottom line. 

 This series brought to you by:
 

CAPRICORN FINANCIAL STRATEGIES

“Planning Income for Life”

1426 Addison Ave. East Suite B 

 Twin Falls, Idaho 83301

(208)736-1971

Jean E. Hanson, CFP®, CLU 

Financial Consultant

Securities and Advisory Services Offered Through 
Commonwealth Financial Network, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser

Does your health coverage 
need a checkup?

20% DISCOUNT
Downtown Twin Falls • 117 Gooding Street West • 208-733-7735

Quality Products at Everyday Discounts. No Membership Fee. Mail Orders.

The Natural Way Health Store

Winter Sale
Dec.. 1–Jan.. 17

Over 30 Years Professional Experience, Quality Products & Personalized Service

 • Ingrown Toenails
• Infected Toenails
• Painful Toenails

 • Deformed Toenails
• Toenail Trimming
• Toenail Surgeon

 Timothy G. Tomlinson, DPM
1120 Montana • Gooding • 934-8829

 Toenail Clinic T W I N  F A L L ST W I N  F A L L S

309 Hansen St. E. • 733-7624

10am - 5pm MON - SAT • Closed SUN
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 10-5pm

We now accept Visa & Mastercard!

ALL Boxed Chocolates
1, 1½, 2, 3 & 5 lb. boxes

Order Early! 

Light & Dark Chocolate Light & Dark Chocolate 
Covered Cremes Covered Cremes vanilla nut, vanilla nut, 

victoria, rum nut, black walnutvictoria, rum nut, black walnut

$1170/lb  
Light & Dark ChocolateLight & Dark Chocolate

 Covered Cremes  Covered Cremes lime, lime, 

raspberry, orange, lemonraspberry, orange, lemon

$1170/lb  
Light & Dark Chocolate Covered Light & Dark Chocolate Covered 
Truffles Truffles mint, chocolate, raspberry mint, chocolate, raspberry   

$1250/lb 
Milk Chocolate Caramel Milk Chocolate Caramel 

Pretzel PolesPretzel Poles    
2 for $275/ea 

ChocolateChocolate
Need we say more?

SSav-MMor Drug  
 139 MAIN AVE. WEST •• 733-8323

   DOWNTOWN TWIN FALLS

Downtown Since 1938

Grandpa's Wonder 
Pine Tar Soap

Excellent for:
Bathing

Showering
Shaving 

Shampooing

Free fitness activities
for customers

Jerome Recreation District
will host Customer
Appreciation Week from 5
a.m. to 9 p.m. this week at the
recreation district, 2032 S.
Lincoln.

Activities include: today,
free day pass for senior citi-
zens and children to use the
gymnasium, walking track
and weight-lifting equip-
ment; Tuesday, free healthy
snacks and refreshments;
Wednesday, “bring a friend”
free day to use the gymnasi-
um, walking track and
weight-lifting equipment;
Thursday, free fitness classes;

and Friday, all-day free draw-
ings and giveaways.

Information: 324-3389.

Fitness challenge

“Commit to Fit Business
Challenge” will be offered at 7
p.m. Mondays, today through
March 23, at the Jerome
Recreation District, 2032 S.
Lincoln.

The 12-week challenge
includes one free fitness class
a week, personalized work-
outs and weekly weigh-ins.

Cost is $20 a person (no
limit on number of members
per business). Individuals

who are not associated with a
business are also welcome.
Information and to register:
324-3389.

Bariatric support

Bariatric Support Group
meeting for patients who
have undergone bariatric sur-
gery, 7 p.m. today, at St. Luke’s
Magic Valley Medical Center’s
Education Center, 588
Addison Ave. W. in Twin Falls.

Information: 381-4504.

‘Baby and Me’

St. Benedicts Family
Medical Center’s “Baby and
Me” classes, from 11 a.m. to
noon Tuesdays, at Jerome
Public Library, 100 First Ave.
E.

The session is for parents of
children from infancy
through toddler years.

Free; 324-6133.

About C-sections

Cesarean childbirth class,
from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, in the lobby at St.

Luke’s downtown campus,
660 Shoshone St. E. in Twin
Falls.

Topics: Cesarean deliveries,
non-conforming labors, pain
management and hospital
procedures. Wear comfort-
able clothing; bring two pil-
lows and, if possible, a sup-
port person.

Free. Preregistration
required: 732-3148.

Weight management 
for diabetes

“Adult Weight Management
for Diabetes and Diabetes
Prevention,” for adults 18 and
older, will be held from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Thursdays, this
week through March 12, in
the Genoa Building
(Renaissance Office Plaza),
726 N. College Road in Twin
Falls.

Topics: nutrition and activ-
ity strategies to help with
weight loss, and diabetes
control and prevention.

Cost is $100, payable at the
first class. Preregistration
required: 736-6218 or
heathersh@mvrmc.org.

Tobacco cessation

American Cancer Society’s
“Fresh Start” program to help
adults quit using tobacco
products; six-class session
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Mondays and Thursdays, Jan.
12-29, in the Sunflower Room
at St. Luke’s Education
Center, 588 Addison Ave. W. in
Twin Falls.

“Fresh Start” builds skills to
help reduce and eventually
end tobacco use: communi-
cate better, handle stress,
make decisions, set goals, eat
healthy and exercise.

The program is sponsored
by South Central Public
Health District and St. Luke’s
Magic Valley Medical Center.

Free. Preregistration
required: Jeanette Charters,
308-5613, or Susie Beem, 737-
5946.

Stroke prevention

Life Line Screening will
offer ultrasound tests at two
locations to help people iden-
tify their risk of stroke, vascu-
lar diseases or osteoporosis.

Appointments will begin at
9 a.m.:

• Jan. 24, Best Western
Sawtooth Inn Hotel & Suites,
2653 S. Lincoln Ave. in
Jerome.

• Jan. 26, Toponis Club, 413
Main St. in Gooding.

The screenings help identi-
fy blocked arteries and irreg-
ular heart rhythm, abdominal
aortic aneurysms and hard-
ening of the arteries in the
legs. A bone density screen-
ing to assess osteoporosis risk
is appropriate for both men
and women.

Cost: $159 for a wellness
and heart rhythm package.
All five screenings take about
60 to 90 minutes to complete.

Preregistration required.
Appointments: 1-877-237-
1287.

“To do for you” is a listing
of health-related activities,
events and education.
Submit information by
Thursday for publication in
the following Monday’s
Healthy & Fit section. E-mail
notices to ramona@magic-
valley.com.

Slim gyms: 

To do for
You

The door of a Curves fitness club

in Brunswick, Maine. In part

because of the economy, Curves

International deepened its dis-

count for new members, accord-

ing to spokeswoman Kathy Carr.

AP file photos

A member of the Curves club works out in Hollis, Maine, in 2004. With people spending less and less likely to

overindulge this year, some in the fitness business are working harder to make sure they don’t find themselves

on the ropes.

Health clubs
cut fees for
January boost

I didn’t exactly forget I was
working out while pedaling
after the dragons on the
Expresso bike, but that’s
probably because I play too
many video games to be
fooled by a shiny screen.
Even though I knew I was out
of breath and sweating, I still
loved it. I even want to go
back and beat Preece’s score
of 1,000 points in five min-
utes. As long as I’m getting
my cardio, it’s OK to be com-
petitive, right?

The XR-Zone
How do you push your kids

to get off the couch and get
moving? Why not entice
them with video games?

It might seem counterpro-
ductive, but wait until you see
the the YMCA’s new XR-Zone.

The new fitness room is
geared for children under age
17. Adults can use the equip-
ment, too, but from 4 to 8
p.m., the room is kids-only.

On Tuesday, a half-dozen
children crowded onto the
Lightspace Play Floor, a lit
exercise floor equipped with
sensors. Other children wait-
ed for the Makoto Sports
Arena, a set of three towers
with sensors and lights. When
a sensor lights up, the chil-
dren hit it with padded sticks,
keeping them on their toes.

None of them seemed to
miss the sedentary activities
of home.

“Obesity is such a problem
in kids now,” Ettenger said.
According to Kidshealth.org,
one in three children is con-
sidered overweight or obese.

With the new equipment in
the XR-Room, though, these
youngsters have a fighting
chance against the obesity
epidemic. And the room isn’t
complete yet. A Dance Dance
Revolution, two Ab Solos
(with lighter medicine balls)
and an exercise video game
that’s similar to a Nintendo
Wii will round out the chil-
dren’s facility.

The Lightspace was espe-
cially a hit with the kids.

“It was fun because you
have to move around and
you can’t let the ball touch
you,” Makayla Lacoste, 7, said
of the floor’s Dodgeball game.
Children had to avoid step-
ping on an image of a ball to
stay in the game.

“I was good at it,” Lacoste
added.

My take: This equipment is
the coolest thing I’ve ever
seen.

That might be an exaggera-
tion, but believe me when I
say your kids will love this.
Every child in the room had a
blast running around the
floor and stomping on the
lights — and so did I.

I didn’t get as good a work-
out as I did on the bikes or in
the circuit room, but who
cares? The room was
designed for children, not
adults who feel like children. 

The kids loved it, and that’s
what’s important.

Melissa Davlin may be
reached at 208-735-3234 or
melissa.davlin@lee.net.

YMCA
Continued from page B1

“You never take anything for granted.
These next three months, I need to take
in a handsome chunk of our revenue.”

— Ben Quist, co-owner of Form & Fitness 

Move, think, socialize
Five ways to be a healthier senior.

NEXT WEEK IN HEALTHY & FIT
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Re-Discover

The The NEW

YMCA!
•NEW state of the art fi tness center 
•Top of the line Cybex Eagle resistance equipment 
•Cardio Theatre with big screen tv’s 
•New fi tness equipment by Legend Fitness

Family memberships for only $44 a month + tax.
1751 Elizabeth Blvd. • Twin Falls

733-4384

Come check out our: 
XR Zone Fitness Arcade for Ages 8 and older. Features state of the art technology 

  that makes fi tness fun with exer-gaming!

Quick Fit Circuit Training Center. Achieve a strength and cardio workout in LESS than 

  30 minutes!

Over 20 New Fitness Programs beginning January 1st!

• Soothes and calms the signs of infl ammation.
• Protects your skin against oxidizing effects 
   from free radicals.
• Promotes natural luminosity and 
   younger looking skin.
• Visibly reduces the signs of aging.
• Reveals a clearer, brighter more 
   radiant complexion.
• Helps stimulate skin cells 
   assisting natural collagen 
   production.

New! Non-toxic Skin Care
glimpsetm

Call for a free consultation 208-733-9412 

or 320-6759 or www.chet.theglimpseevolution.com

Breathing exercises 
may lessen symptoms

The topic:

asthma

Quick
Study

THE QUESTION
Might breathing exercises help control the symptoms

of asthma?

THIS STUDY
It randomly assigned 183 adults with mild to moder-

ate asthma to participate in three half-hour sessions to
learn better breathing techniques and exercises aimed
at reducing the severity of symptoms, or to attend three
half-hour educational sessions on asthma. Those who
learned breathing exercises were asked to practice them
10 minutes or more a day. Six months later, both groups
showed improvements, but the exercise group reported
a higher quality of life and less anxiety or depression
and scored better on lung function tests. No real differ-
ence between the groups was found in their use of
inhalers.

WHO MAY BE AFFECTED?
People with mild to moderate asthma.

CAVEATS
The study did not describe the exercises in detail. Part

of the reported improvement among study participants
was based on their answers on questionnaires.

FIND THIS STUDY
It’s in the Dec. 3 online issue of Thorax.

LEARN MORE
Learn about asthma at www.cdc.gov and

www.aaaai.org/patients.

The research described in Quick Study comes from
credible, peer-reviewed journals. Nonetheless, conclu-
sive evidence about a treatment’s effectiveness is rarely
found in a single study. Anyone considering changing or
beginning treatment of any kind should consult a
physician.

By Linda Searing
Special to The

Washington Post

Get over your

By Julia Feldmeier
Special to The Washington Post

Let’s make a list of the
important things you need
before walking out the door:
Wallet: Check. Cellphone:
Check. Keys: Check. Lip balm?

You slap your back pocket.
Nope. Rummage through
your bag. Nada. Search the
bedside table. Negative.

This is a problem. A huge,
paralyzing problem. You are a
lip balm addict, after all. And
you are not alone.

Countless Facebook groups
are dedicated to the “crack-
stick’’ in all its varieties:
ChapStick, Blistex, Burt’s
Bees, Carmex. Any lip lubri-
cant that comes in a tube or a
tub. There are online quizzes
that measure how addicted
you are to ChapStick.
(Question: When you are
wearing only a bathing suit,
do you have ChapStick on
you at all times?) And there is
a self-help Web site, Lip Balm
Anonymous (www.lipbal-
manonymous.com), dedicat-

ed to helping lip balm
addicts.

The thing is, lip balm isn’t
addictive. Not really. Nothing
in these products
drives you to be
physiologically
dependent on
them. Never-
theless, there
are steps you
can take to
reduce your
compulsion to
apply the stuff:

• Use petrole-
um-based rather
than wax-based
products. “A wax-
based product is
not necessarily
causing a problem,
but it’s not very
good at treating a
problem,’’ says Todd
Perkins, a
Washington derma-
tologist. Instead,
Perkins recommends
Aquaphor, Vaseline or
any petroleum-based
products, which help trap

moisture in the lips.
• Don’t lick your lips. As the

weather grows colder and the
air drier, we tend to lick our

lips. The saliva then
evaporates, leav-

ing our lips drier
and more irri-
tated than
before, Perkins
says.

• Be mindful
of the sun. Lips
burn, too, and
there’s more at
stake than sim-
ple irritation.
Lips are more
prone than skin
to developing
serious cancers,
and Perkins says
skin cancer
spreads more
quickly on the

lips than it does anywhere
else. Remember to apply sun-
block to both lips. (The lower
lip burns more severely.)

Finally, think about
whether it’s the product or the
behavior. Lip balm may not
cause a physiological depend-
ence, but as an addictive
behavior, it’s no less relevant if
it leads you to make lifestyle
changes, says Carl Lejuez,
director of the Center for
Addictions, Personality and
Emotion Research at the
University of Maryland.

So, if you’re arriving late to
meetings because you were
searching for your ChapStick,
or not enjoying a movie
because you forgot your Burt’s
Bees, you may want to do
something about it. Lejuez
recommends replacing the lip
balm habit with another one.
Every time you’re compelled
to apply lip balm, reach
instead for, say, your water

bottle. Most of us don’t
drink enough water any-

way, and the hydration will
only help your lips.

addiction
lip balm 

Stress-free sleep
By Lindsey Minnema
The Washington Post

Does concern for the
economy have you
tossing and turning?
Stress can have a big
impact on how well
you sleep. To help you
reclaim some of those
zzz’s, try these sugges-
tions from the New
York University Sleep Institute:

• Adjust your environment by darkening the room,
adding some white noise (soothing sounds such as the
ocean, rain or crickets) or blocking out noise entirely with
earplugs.

• Do a little yoga before bed to relax and gain balance.
• Lie in bed and breathe slowly, allowing your abdomen

and chest muscles to relax.
• Imagine a pleasant scene and focus on the details.

Create a pleasant history about it.

A sickly response to employers’ wellness programs
By Diane Levick
The Hartford Courant

Workers can pick from a
cornucopia of health and
wellness programs their
employers eagerly offer, hop-
ing to rein in their ever-grow-
ing insurance costs.

But few employees are join-
ing them — even the well-
known weight loss and stop-
smoking programs — and
employers’ disappointment is
starting to show.

Only 4 percent of smoking
employees participated in
their employers’ smoking ces-
sation programs in 2007, and
just 5 percent of overweight
employees joined workplace
weight control programs, a
Hewitt Associates survey
shows.

Disease management pro-
grams, which health insurers
promote for people with asth-

ma, diabetes, cardiac prob-
lems and other conditions,
attracted only 10 percent of
the employees who were eligi-
ble, according to Hewitt, a
human resources consulting
company.

The reasons for low partici-
pation are varied, and the
answer is not to drop the pro-
grams, said Kathleen Mahieu,
a health and productivity
solutions consultant in
Hewitt’s Norwalk office.

“I’m not convinced they
don’t work,’’ Mahieu said.
Smoking and weight loss pro-
grams “are typically focused
on individuals who are ready
to make a change,’’ she said.
“Well, there’s a whole bunch of
folks out there who smoke
who aren’t ready for that yet.’’

So employers need to tailor
communication about the
programs to a wider range of
employees, using more

dynamic multimedia meth-
ods, to move them from think-
ing about change to taking
action, Mahieu said.

The survey found 54 per-
cent of the 248 large and mid-
size employers surveyed offer
smoking cessation programs,
but only 47 percent of them
reported they’re satisfied or
highly satisfied with the pro-
grams. Similarly, only 41 per-
cent of employers offering
weight management pro-
grams are satisfied. That’s
probably because employers
are disappointed with the low
employee turnout and
because they have no meas-
ure of what return they’re get-
ting on their investment in the
programs, Mahieu said. The
cost of the programs, though,
is minimal — about $12 a year
per person for smoking cessa-
tion, she noted.

“If you just impact one indi-

vidual to quit smoking, you’ve
saved your investment,’’ she
said.

When it comes to disease-
management programs, near-
ly three-quarters of surveyed
employers offer them, but
only 10 percent of eligible
employees participated. Often
employees are automatically
enrolled unless they opt out.
They might opt out, for
instance, because they don’t
perceive much benefit, ques-
tion employers’ motives or
view the concept as intrusive.

Hewitt found higher
employee uptake of other
employer-sponsored health
and wellness programs. Thirty
percent of eligible employees
got flu shots offered by
employers, 34 percent went
through screenings such as
blood pressure and choles-
terol, and 30 percent filled out
health risk questionnaires.

Whatever moves you
By Vicky Hallett
Special to The Washington Post

Q. I’ve been so good for so
long. Over five months of
working out and dieting, I’ve
shed nearly 60 pounds (with
about 25 more to go), but I’m
getting pretty fed up. My
workout time cuts into the
rest of my life. It’s becoming
clear that, with travel and
locker-room time, I have to

set aside two hours a day, five
days a week, to get to my goal.
The temptation to take
“breaks’’ is strong. Any
advice?

A. I bet you think I’m going
to spring into the think-how-
awesome-you’ll-look-in-
those-jeans or the add-extra-
years-to-your-life pep talks.
But I suspect you’re looking
for some motivation beyond
vanity or health. Try this: It’ll

keep you sane.
That’s what time manage-

ment expert Ruth Klein says:
“The more we exercise, the bet-
ter mood we create.’’ That in
turn makes it easier to handle
stresses and makes you a more
creative, productive worker.

Now is the ideal time to
take Klein’s advice on sprin-
kling active breaks, like short
walks, quickie routines with
resistance bands and exercise
DVDs, throughout your day.

Incorporate enough of those
things, and you can even take
a vacation from the gym
without feeling guilty.

Combine your gym trips
with the aspects of your life
that you feel you’re neglect-
ing. While you’re getting
your cardio fix, prep for book
club by listening to the next
title on CD. Rather than
meeting pals for coffee, per-
suade them to go to yoga
with you.
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Frank and Ernest By Bob Thaves

B.C. By Johnny Hart

Dilbert By Scott Adams The Elderberries By Phil Frank and Joe Troise

Pickles By Brian Crane

Zits By Jim Borgman and Jerry Scott

Non Sequitur By Wiley

Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

For Better or For Worse By Lynn Johnston

Luann By Greg Evans

Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis

Rose is Rose By Pat Brady

Beetle Bailey By Mort Walker Blondie By Dean Young & Stan Drake

Garfield By Jim Davis Hagar the Horrible By Chris Browne

Hi and Lois By Chance Browne

Classic Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz

The Wizard of Id By Brant Parker & Johnny HartDennis the Menace By Hank Ketcham














