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Ketchum-
area homes
threatened
by recurring
mudslides

By Nichole Carnell

Times-News writer

KETCHUM Byron
Karrys has mud on his
mind.

Karrys said his home west
of Ketchum may be in dan-
ger after a massive mudslide
caused by heavy rains which
have been falling since June
1, seeped by his house on
Sunday.

“Who's to say the whole
mountain won’t come
down,’ said Karrys.

Another mudslide at
about noon Monday oozed
right outside Karrys’ front
door. According to Karrys it
sounded like crashing glass,
and brought down mud,
trees, water and rocks from
what Karrys believes to be a
fallen cliff onto his lawn.
Now it’s inching closer to
his home. The mudslide’s
remains rest on Karrys land,
which borders the Sawtooth
National Forest.

The slide created a cre-
vasse in the side of the
mountain measuring wide
enough for Karrys to stand
inside. He said he assumes
the mudslide started at the
top of Bald Mountain, about
2,000 feet above his home,
but said no one has been up
there to investigate the
damage.

At least four other mud-
slides have shut down the
Warm Springs Road to
everyone but local residents,
and some of Karrys’ neigh-
bors have evacuated.

“It’s pretty impressive,’
said Karrys, who said he was
still in shock from the slide
that occurred two weeks
ago.

More may be on the way.
A National Weather Service
flash flood watch remained
in effect through midnight
Monday, according to the
NWS Pocatello center’s Web
site.

Karrys said water has
begun to fill his crawl space.
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WATCH a video of the mudslide area.

He said he’s started sleeping
in his living room, which is
farther from the mountain
than his bedroom.
Unfortunately, he said,
there’s nothing he or anyone
else can do about it.

“I can’t fight it,)” said
Karrys, who said he has spo-
ken to the U.S. Forest
Service, Blaine County dis-
aster relief and his insurance
company. “A little direction
and a little help would go a
long ways right now?’

Karrys said mudslides are
not covered in his insurance,

as he said might be expected
being this is the first time in
his 20 years at the house he
has experienced a mudslide.
His home is located just five
miles west of downtown
Ketchum, in the middle of
the remains of the 2007
Castle Rock Fire that threat -
ened homes and Bald
Mountain. Karrys was the
only person who waited out
the fire after evacuations,
and he plans to wait out the
mud as well.

“This is all a result of the
forest fires,” he said. “Now

ASHLEY SMITH/ Times-News
Byron Karrys stands on what he estimates to be about six feet of mud and debris Monday on his proper-
ty off of Warm Springs Road near Ketchum. Karrys says mudslides have rolled down the hill in his back
yard three times in the past two weeks.

this is going to be an ava-
lanche zone in the winter-
time, too”

Chuck Turner, disaster
relief services coordinator
for Blaine County, agrees
with Karrys. Turner said he
and his team are dealing
with the “constant chance
of slides” and he doesn’t
know what to anticipate at
this point.

“Its surprising home
owners and everyone that
goes there)” he said. The
mudslides are occurring in
places where no one was
expecting them to occur,
said Turner, and he doesn’t
know when it will stop.

“There is absolutely
nothing to do,’ said Karrys.
“I don’t think it’s over”

Nuclear-plant
rezone heads

back to P&Z

By Nate Poppino

Times-News writer

MOUNTAIN HOME -
The Elmore County
Commission on Monday
morning unanimously sent a
rezone request from the
developers of a proposed
nuclear power plant back to
the county’s Planning and
Zoning Commission, asking
it to consider amending the
county’s comprehensive
plan to allow a heavy-indus-
trial zone five miles west of
Hammett.

County commissioners
also instructed P&Z to
review and negotiate a final
developer’s agreement with
Alternate Energy Holdings
Inc. that would address the

power plant itself, as well as
provide for the land to revert
toits current agricultural use
if the plant isn’t built.

Commissioners were
expected Monday to decide
on the fate of the plant, after
receiving several hours of
public testimony nearly two
months ago. Their move,
while not rendering that
decision, may give the
appearance to some that the
commissioners back AEHI’s
request.

County officials would
probably  disagree with
that assessment. County
Prosecutor Kristina Schindele
said the board is simply taking
advantage of a rule in Idaho’s

See NUCLEAR, Main 2

Teacher admits to
sex with student

By Andrea Jackson

Times-News writer

A former Bliss High School
teacher on Monday
admitted to having
sex with a student
last year, including
once on campus, and
now faces three to 10
years behind bars.

Anna Bettencourt,
39, pleaded guilty
Monday in Gooding
County 5th District Court to
a count of sexual battery of a
minor for having sex with a
16-year-old male student

Bettencourt

twice between Aug. 15 and
Sept. 30,2008.

Bettencourt’s admission
was part of a plea deal with
prosecutors  that
dropped a count of
sexual battery of a
minor that was
levied against her in
February.

She faces up to life
in prison, though
Jerome County
Prosecutor Paul
Horgan wants Bettencourt
imprisoned for at least three

See TEACHER, Main 2

Open or closed?

T.F. school official says transfer
issue belonged in executive session

By Ben Botkin

Times-News writer

Richard Powell didn’t con-
sider his appeal of a school
district decision concerning
his son’s athletic eligibility for
varsity football a complaint.

Powell, along with his son,
Dylan Powell, met with the
Twin Falls School Board last
week in a closed executive
session. At issue was
whether Dylan Powell should
be allowed to play varsity
football after initially choos-
ing to attend Twin Falls High

School this fall and later
changing his mind and
deciding on Canyon Ridge
High School.

Because of the district’s
policy concerning students
who declare a home school
for athletics and later want to
transfer, district officials had
told Powell that he was ineli-
gible to play varsity football
at Canyon Ridge. The
Powells met in executive ses-
sion with the school board to
discuss their appeal.

See OPEN, Main 2

Officials vow support for renewable energy in West

Idaho, despite green job growth not targeted
for federal offices to speed projects along

By Mike Stark

Associated Press writer

PARK CITY, Utah
Cabinet members of the
Obama administration

robust system for delivering
renewable power.

Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar said the West has
vast untapped potential for
harnessing wind, the sun

But “it doesn’t do any
good to generate energy if
you can’t get it to market,’
Salazar said Monday during
the annual meeting of
the Western Governors’

cern of Western governors
eager to develop renewable
energy projects but frustrat-
ed by limitations in the
transmission system and
sluggish bureaucracies.
Salazar and other mem-
bers of the administration
vowed to make renewable
energy a priority and find
ways to streamline permit-

Vilsack said agencies have
been meeting for months to
find ways to simplify and
speed up the permitting
process.

Salazar said four Western
states — Arizona, California,
Nevada and Wyoming — will
get federal renewable energy
planning offices to help
make sure projects don’t get

despite leading the nation in
percentage of job growth in
the green energy industry
between 1998 and 2007,
according to the Pew
Research Center. Idaho jobs
in the wind, solar, biofuel
and energy efficiency indus-
tries grew at a rate of 126.1
percent, while overall Idaho
jobs grew by 13.8 percent.

vowed on Monday to help and geothermal energy to Association. ting. stalled.
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Three things to do

Pat’s Picks]

Pat Marcantonio

today

¢ For an Idaho treasure,
visit the Silver Creek
Preserve, which is the site of
my three picks — fishing,
bird watching and sightsee-
ing.

The creek is renowned for
its fly fishing. My husband
would go every day if he
could. Just pay attention to
the regulations.

¢ For those packing
binoculars instead of a rod
and reel, the area is full of
birdlife, everything from
sand hill cranes to hawks. As
many as 150 species can be
identified along the self-
guided nature trail, accord-
ing to the Nature

Conservancy, which owns
the preserve. And for beau-
ty, it can’t be beat. So take
your camera or paints.

o Stop by the Silver Creek
Visitors Center. Drive south
on Idaho Highway 75
through Hailey and Bellevue
for 26 miles. Turn left at the
flashing light onto Idaho
Highway 20. Drive 7.1 miles
to Kilpatrick Bridge Road
and watch for the sign.

Have your own pick you
want to share? Something
that is unique to the area
and that may take people by
surprise? E-mail me at
patm@magicvalley.com.

Prominent local
financial adviser
Seibel dies at age 74

By Nate Poppino

Times-News writer

A longtime Twin Falls
businessman passed
away last week, after '

37 years in the Magic ’ ;
Valley spent working |4
for Edward Jones &
Co. and volunteering
for local foundations
and services groups.

Robert Dean
Seibel, lately of Sun
Valley, died on Wednesday at
age 74, according to his obit -
uary submitted by family.

Seibel was born June 22,
1934, in a small Kansas town,
growing up to first serve in
the U.S. Army during the
Korean War and then earn a
geology degree at Kansas
State University. He moved
to Denver, where he worked
for Insurance Co. of America
during the day and attended
law school at night. While
there, he met his future wife,
Carolyn McClintock.

Seibel moved to Twin Falls
and joined Edward Jones in
1968, opening the financial-
services firm’s 58th office.
Over time, he became a
regional leader for the com-
pany, helping develop offices
in nine Western states and
becoming a general partner
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Seibel

in 1974. He also served at
various times as the presi-
dent of the boards of the
College of Southern Idaho

Foundation and the

" ._ Twin Falls Rotary

Al Club, as well as a
g~ board member for
the Magic Valley
Regional Medical
Center Foundation
and the Blue Lakes
Country Club.

His two children,
Dean and Shelley, both
became financial advisers,
and his family credits him
with helping “mold the

careers of hundreds” of
other advisers.
To CSI Foundation

Executive Director Curtis
Eaton, Seibel was a close
friend and “fanatical” tennis
player who provided healthy
competition during their
regular matches. Seibel
spent seven years on Eaton’s
board of directors and played
a vital role in setting the
foundation’s direction for
money management and
investments, Eaton said —
recalling him as “infectious-
ly positive; always upbeat,
good to be around”

“Bob was a man of great
integrity and honesty;” Eaton
said.

STH DISTRICT COURT NEWS

TWIN FALLS COUNTY
Monday arraignments

Uriel Ortega, 20, Twin Falls; driv-
ing without privileges; $300
bond; public defender appointed;
not guilty plea; July 7 pretrial

Timothy A. Whitworth, 28, Twin
Falls; DUI, driving without privi-
leges; July 7 pretrial; $1,000
bond; public defender appointed

Charity Marie Fasone, 20, Twin
Falls; violation of a protection
order; July 7 pretrial; $200 bond;
public defender appointed

John William Hughes, 64, Twin
Falls; DUI; June 26 preliminary
hearing; public defender
appointed; $25,000 bond

John William Hughes, 64, Twin
Falls; driving without privileges;
July 7 pretrial; $100 bond:; public
defender appointed; not-guilty
plea

Alfonso Martinez, 44, Murtaugh;
grand theft; June 26 preliminary
hearing; public defender
appointed; $20,000 bond

Timothy Ray Votroubek, 29, Buhl;
fail to register as a sex offender;
public defender appointed;
recognizance release; June 26
preliminary hearing

Eric Joseph Wolters, 35,
Kimberly; possession of con-
trolled substance; June 26 pre-
liminary hearing; public defender
appointed; recognizance release

Eric Joseph Wolters, 35, Kimberly;
possession of paraphernalia; July
7 pretrial; recognizance release;
public defender appointed; not
guilty plea

Jamey Eugene Sweet, 33, Twin
Falls; battery; $500 bond; July 7
pretrial; not guilty plea; public
defender appointed

Randy Lynne Boyd, 52, Filer; DUI;
$5,000 bond; private counsel;
June 26 preliminary hearing

Richard Clayton Burkhart, 31,
Twin Falls; possession of con-
trolled substance; June 26 pre-
liminary hearing; $10,000 bond;
public defender appointed
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CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

VFW Post 2136, Henry D. Lytle, Twin Falls,
7:30 p.m., DAV Hall, 459 Shoup Ave. (corner
of Shoup Avenue and Harrison Street), Twin

Falls, 733-6042,
GOVERNMENT

Twin Falls County commissioners, 8:30 a.m.,
courthouse, 425 Shoshone St. N., 736-4068.
Blaine County commissioners, 9 a.m., court-
house, 206 First Ave. S., Hailey, 788-5500.

Jerome County commissioners, 9 a.m.,

courthouse, 300 N. Lincoln St., 644-2700.

Jerome City Council, 5:30 p.m., council
chambers, 100 E. Ave. A, 324-8189.

Buhl School Board, 6:30 p.m., district office,
920 Main St., 543-6436.

Castleford School Board, 7 p.m., school
library, 500 W. Main St., 537-6511.

Shoshone City Council, 7 p.m., City Hall, 207
S. Rail St. W., 886-2030.

Wendell School Board, 7 p.m., high school
library, 750 E. Main St., 536-6318.

Filer City Council, 7:30 p.m., council cham-
bers, 300 Main St., 326-5000.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

6037.

SilverSneakers Fitness Program at Curves of
Twin Falls, complete cardio and circuit
training with resistance, state-of-the-art
equipment and “Curves Smart” personal-
ized coaching, 5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., Twin Falls
Curves, 690 Blue Lakes Blvd. N., no cost for
Humana Gold-insured or AARP provided by
Secure Horizons, 734-7300.

TOPS Weight Support Group Chapter ID No.
374,10 a.m., 410 E. Third St., Rupert, 436-

CSItrustees award construction bid

By Ben Botkin

Times-News writer

Before they voted Monday
on awarding a bid to Starr
Corp. for a building project,
College of Southern Idaho
trustees heard some ques-
tions from Byrd Golay, a
Kimberly resident who was
voicing some concerns.

Golay, a retired masonry
contractor, said the college
needs totake aharderlook at
its bidding and evaluation
process used for awarding
building projects. He said he
wasn’t questioning the
quality of Starr’s work — just
the process used for picking
abidder.

Glenn Arrington, the for-
mer president of Starr
Corp., was succeeded by his
son, Mike Arrington, last
year. Glenn Arrington sits on
the CSI Foundation’s board

Starr has been involved in
construction projects at the
college that include the CSI
Student Recreation Center
and the Student Union
Building. The college’s new
health sciences and human
services building now under
construction is also over-
seen by Starr.

After defending their
choice, trustees unani-
mously voted to award a bid
for more than $6 million
worth of potential con-
struction work to Starr
Corp. The bid includes a
new 30,000-square-foot
building for the college’s
wind energy and environ-
mental technology pro-
grams and other remodeling
work at the Desert Building.

College officials said that
Glenn Arrington’s position
with the foundation’s board
doesn’t affect who is award-

dation raises money that
helps CSI provide scholar-
ships and other efforts.

“It doesn’t have a thing to
do with how I voted;’ said H.
Thad Sholes, a trustee.

Sholes later added that he
tends to resent the implica-
tion that the college favors
Starr because of Arrington’s
involvement with the foun-
dation.

Board chairman LeRoy
Craig noted that there are
various businesses and peo-
ple in the community that
support the college through
the foundation.

“Because some of the
people choose to support is
really not an issue,” he said.

Trustee Donna Brizee said
she thought the process was
as “fair as could be/”

Mike Arrington told the
board that Starr realizes that
its business relationship

earned and not taken for
granted.

In a memo to the board,
Mike Mason, CSI vice presi-
dent of administration,
wrote that the project was
properly advertised and that
all 10 proposals were evalu-
ated and scored on a points
system. Each proposal was
graded in various categories
like pricing practices, oper-
ating philosophies and ref-
erences.

To eliminate potential
evaluator bias among the
four-person team, Mason
said he did different calcula-
tions such as eliminating the
lowest and highest scores
for each firm before tallying
all the scores.

In all scenarios, Starr
Corp. scored the highest.

Whether the new building
becomes a reality depends
on if the college receives

of directors. ed bids. The nonprofit foun- with CSIissomethingthatis federal funding.
use permits.” rezone wasn’t turned down, informed them Monday that
uc ear __ The commissioners and argued that the com- contrary to her initial belief,

Continued from Main 1
land-use law that allows the
P&Z to suggest zoning map
amendments once every six
months.

“There is a conflict. (The
board is) asking the com-
mission to resolve it)”
Schindele explained later
Monday.

The rezone request has
already been heard once by
P&Z, which voted 4-2 in
November not to recom-
mend the change because
it’s inconsistent with the
county’s comprehensive
plan. A sentence in the plan
limits heavy industrial facil-
ities to “the Simco Road
District only, subject to spe-
cific review and conditional

themselves seemed likely
last week to vote against the
change, and two maintained
their stances on Monday.
Commissioner Arlie Shaw
said the plan clearly doesn’t

favor the site AEHI
has selected, while
Commissioner Connie

Cruser suggested that the
rezone doesn’t conflict with
all parts of the plan. Cruser
and Commission Chairman
Larry Rose backed the idea
of sending the rezone back
to P&Z.

“This is just too impor-
tant an issue, I think, to
decide on one word in the
comp plan only,” Cruser
said.

AEHI CEO Don Gillispie
said he was happy that the

missioners should have been
able to change the compre-
hensive plan themselves,
comparing it to the plans
that businesses draft to
guide their operations. He
also said that a “no” vote
would likely have ended his
quest to build a plant in
Idaho.

Schindele said county
commissioners wouldn’t
have been able to adjust the
plan themselves, given the
process and requirements to
do so laid out in state law.

Commissioners held off
making a decision last week
over concerns that another
heavy-industrial facility
might try to use the site
if the nuclear plant
falls through. Schindele

the developer’s agreement
can provide for land to revert
back to its previous zoning.

After fiercely working
over the last couple of
months to keep discussion
of the plant itself out of the
rezone, the county commis-
sioners said Monday that
they found it hard to answer
most of the questions before
them without the complet-
ed agreement.

Opponents of the plant
said they were at least
pleased that they’ll be
allowed to debate the plant
itself at the P&Z meeting.
Andrea Shipley, executive
director of the Snake River
Alliance, said Monday'’s
action gets things “back to
the root” of the debate.

Teacher

Continued from Main 1

to 10 years. Horgan is
working the case as a spe-
cial  prosecutor for
Gooding County officials
due to an unspecified con-
flict of interest, authori-
ties have said.

Horgan agreed to sus-
pend a $5,000 fine for
Bettencourt’s plea.

Judge John Butler will
make the final call when
Bettencourt is sentenced
on Aug. 25,  but
Bettencourt’s defense may
push for less time.

She took the deal, but

wanted better, her private
lawyer, James Meservy,
told the court.

“We're free to argue for
a lesser sentence,” said
Meservy about the agree-
ment.

In the end, Bettencourt
took the deal.

“She’s satisfied that’s
the best we can do,”
Meservy said about the
plea deal, but added, “I
think she’s a little disap-
pointed with that recom-
mendation.”

When asked Monday in
court what makes her
guilty of sexually battering
the boy, Bettencourt said,
“I had an improper sexual

encounter with said
minor.”

The teenaged boy from
the Bliss School District of
about 170 students told
authorities a sexual rela-
tionship began when
Bettencourt text-mes-
saged him  sexually
charged statements,
according to court
records.

Authorities say in court
records that Bettencourt
had “said she was going
through bad times in her
life and she enjoyed the
attention and made the
mistake of engaging in
very inappropriate text-
messaging with him.”

Bettencourt was work-
ing as a social studies
teacher and had difficul-
ties teaching after the boy
“told some people about
it,” according to court
records.

According to court
records, both the boy and
Bettencourt admitted they
had sex twice — including
once in the school’s agri-
culture shop on a Sunday,
and again in the boy’s
pickup truck after they
met up at the school.

Andrea Jackson may be
reached at ajackson@mag-
icvalley.com or 208-735-
3380.

Open__

Continued from Main 1

“It wasn’t a complaint,”’
said Richard Powell. “There
wasn’t a complaint filed
against anybody. It had to do
with the implementation of
the policy and failure to dis-
close information.”

The school district had a
different take on whether
there was a complaint after
consulting with an attorney
with the Idaho School
Boards Association about
whether to have the meeting
in a closed session.

The Idaho Open Meeting
Law’s Section 67-2345(1)(b)

says an executive session
may be held to “consider the
evaluation, dismissal or dis-
ciplining of, or to hear com-
plaints or charges brought
against, a public officer,
employee, staff member or
individual agent, or public
student?”

Steve Meade, general
counsel for the ISBA, said
that his understanding of
the issue with the Twin Falls
School Board was that it
was a “complaint about how
the board had promulgated
the policy and how it had
been implemented by dis-
trict personnel”

For example, that would
include issues like whether

Wrong date for dinner

The Benefit Dinner announcement for the families of
Cindy Luna and Teresa Groves that ran on Saturday’s
Community Page had the wrong date listed. The benefit
dinner and auction will be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. June 27
at Dworshak Elementary School, 102 E. 19th St., Burley.

The Times-Newsregrets the error.

notice was given for a policy,
Meade said.

School district spokes-
woman Beth Pendergrass,
who reviewed the attorney’s
statements, said that the
reasons for the student issue
being held in executive ses-
sion are covered by Meade’s
statement concerning com-
plaints of how the policy was
implemented by district
personnel.

“An appeal was involved
but also involved was a com-
plaint of how the policy was
implemented by the dis-
trict,” she said, adding that
this includes how notice was
given by the district inform-
ing patrons of the policy.

In general, the school dis-
trict does not comment on
specific issues involving
specific students for privacy
reasons.

Meade did say that an
appeal of a decision made by
a district wouldn’t neces-
sarily fall within the Idaho
Open  Meeting Law’s
exemptions allowing

executive sessions.

“If it has just been an
appeal of the decision made
by the district, it should have
beenin an open meeting, but
that’s not how it came across
tome,” he said.

As an attorney for the
ISBA, Meade takes questions
from districts across Idaho
and provides legal education
to school boards.

“If this was just an appeal
of the decision to deny the
person the ability to play
sports, it should be in open
session,” he said.

With the addition of
Canyon Ridge, the district
gave juniors the opportunity
in October to choose TFHS
or Canyon Ridge for their
senior year.

The district has said steps
to inform students and par-
ents about the policies con-
cerning the addition of
another high school have
included newsletters, adver-
tised meetings for parents,
and handouts with the poli-
cy information.
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Say

You Don’t

Steve Crump

The UFOs
among us in
south-central
Idaho

nJuly 8,1947,
something crashed
near Roswell,

N.M.,, that keeps an entire
industry humming to this
day ...

They’re the UFO faithful,
and then-U.S. Sen. Glen
Taylor of Idaho was a mem-
ber from the beginning ...

The one-term
Democrat, a vigorous pro-
ponent of one world gov-
ernment, said at the time
that he almost hoped the
flying saucers would turn
out to be spaceships from
another planet ... “They
could end our petty argu-
ments on Earth” ...

The senator said that no
matter what the “saucers”
were, they “can’t be
laughed off” ...

“If they are something
we invented, we had better
take note that other people
caninvent too ... Ifitisthe
Russians, we had better
look at our ‘hole card’ and
realize that we are not the
only ones with inventive
genius ...

“Even if it is only a psy-
chological phenomenon,”
Taylor continued, “it is a
sign of what the world is
coming to ... If we don’t
ease the tensions, the whole
world will be full of psycho-
logical cases and eventually
turn into a global nut-
house” ...

In that spirit, here are my
top south-central Idaho
UFO sightings, compiled
from public records and
media accounts ...

¢ Twin Falls, Aug. 13,
1947 — A fish farmer and
his two sons were angling in
the Snake River Canyon at
about 1 p.m. when they saw
ahat-shaped, sky blue, 20-
foot-wide flying object 300
feet away and 75 feet above
the ground ... Treetops
under it were spinning
wildly, although the object
itself didn’t appear to rotate
... It made a swishing
sound, and there was ared
flame visible on one side ...
The witnesses reported it
was traveling about 1,000
mph ... The same day, a
Twin Falls County com-
missioner reported seeing
UFOs near Salmon Falls
Creek Reservoir...

Both the FBI and the Air
Force investigated the

 SHARE THE NEWS |

Ifit's odd, sad, or funny and it
happens in south-central
Idaho, | want to hear about it.

Call 735-3223, or write
scrump@magicvalley.com.

Snake River Canyon inci-
dent, the latter declaring
the cause was “atmospheric
eddies” but changing later
to “unknown.!..

¢ Rogerson, Sept. 7,1956
— Three witnesses on a
ranch 40 miles south of
Twin Falls reported watch-
ing a 200-foot diameter,
saucer-shaped object land
near a steer ... When it sped
off, the animal was gone ...

o Ketchum, March 13,
2001 - A man walking his
dog reported seeing a
strange red light in the sky
“dancing around on a single
cloud’... The witness
assumed someone was
playing with a laser pointer,
but soon realized it was a
flying object of some kind
... “What I witnessed had
the quality of a joy ride;’ the
man reported ...

¢ Dietrich, Feb. 3,1953 -
A witness reported that at
about 3:15 p.m., a silver,
disk-shaped object zig-
zagged to evade U.S. Air
Force jets, then disappeared
into the west at high alti-
tude...

¢ Rupert, Dec. 23,2001 -
A woman who lived on a
farm north of Rupert
reported seeing an orange
object low in the west ... As
it approached, it changed
gradually from orange to
yellow to white ... There
were five large white lights
around the UFO, and in
between the lights what
looked like sparklers ... The
object traveled over the
farmhouse at about 2,000
feet, turned orange again
and disappeared into the
east...

In Steven Spielberg’s
movie “Close Encounters of
the Third Kind,” aliens
abducted Richard Dreyfuss
from Wyoming. But in
Idaho in 1956, they took a
steer. What does that say
about us?

Steve Crump is the
Times-News Opinion edi-

tor.

Olmstead appointed to airport board

By Jared S. Hopkins

Times-News writer

The Twin Falls City
Council on  Monday
appointed Dan Olmstead to
the Airport Advisory Board
and authorized the city to
request federal stimulus
money.

Olmstead was recom-
mended by a subcommittee
to fill a vacancy on the board
that advises Joslin Field,
Magic Valley Regional
Airport. It’s co-owned by
the city and Twin Falls
County, and both have equal
representation on the board.
There were five applicants
for the position previously
held by Ron Kondracki, who

Magicvalley.com

READ Capitol Confidential, a political blog by
reporter Jared S. Hopkins

the city to hire a consultant
to lead in the implementa-
tion of the energy efficiency
projects.

1'I--'

. . This individual has been classified
recently resigned over Fliers club. as a HIGH RISK OFFENDER
protest that by holding  Otheritems include: by the Idaho Sex Offender
meetings downtown in  The council authorized Classification Board.
Council Chambers, and not the city to request a Name:
the airport, the board’s $183,600 federal energy Rodney Allen
potential would be limited.  efficiency grant. The fund- Address:

Olmstead serves asapub- ing comes from the 227 5th gt, Apt4
lic relations coordinator for American Recovery and Filer, Idaho
Idaho Power Co. and sat on Reinvestment Act — the

the advisory committee a
few years ago that oversaw
discussion of the relocation
of Friedman Memorial
Airport in Hailey. He is acer-
tified flight instructor and
member of the Twin Falls

Conviction: Lewd Conduct with a
Minor under 16, Sexual Abuse of a
Child (2 counts)

Twin Falls Co. Sheriff’s Office

federal stimulus package.
The grant, which is connect -
ed to a similar effort by Twin
Falls County, would require

A T T IT-

\ FREE Sodas with Buffet Meal! |

Ketchum approves
law enforcement
services contract

Times-News

The Ketchum  City
Council voted Monday night
to approve a contract to
receive its law enforcement
services from the Blaine
County Sherift’s Office.

The contract, which is
expected to save the city
about $250,000 yearly over
10 years, has yet to be
approved by the Blaine
County Commission. It is
scheduled to review the con-

tract on June 23.

Ketchum’s councilmen
said they unanimously
approved the contract not
only due to savings to tax-
payers and an anticipated
increase in the level of serv-
ice, but also due to details of
the contract that include an
annual review after the first
15-month period and a 120-
day notice cancellation
option.

For more on this story, see
Wednesday’s Times-News.

Energy

Continued from Main 1

Idaho could still be
impacted, however. Energy
projects such as the proposed
185-turbine China Mountain
Wind Project, while built in
Idaho, would send power
elsewhere. Officials have said
at least half of the power
generated by the China
Mountain project in the
desert southwest of
Rogerson would go to
Nevada.

In a report released
Monday, the Western
Governors’  Association,

which represents the gover-
nors of 19 Western states and
American Samoa, Guam and
the Northern Mariana
Islands, identified 54 areas
with renewable energy
potential across the Western
U.S. and Canada.

Delivering the kinds of
power loads those areas
might generate will require
an upgrade in the existing
transmission system and the
likely need for creating new
transmission corridors.

Energy Secretary Steven
Chu said the United States
has fallen behind places such
as China in the capacity of
transmission lines.

“This is a little bit embar-

rassing quite frankly,’ said
Chu, who on Monday
announced $80 million in
federal stimulus money to
develop the next generation
of high-voltage transmission
networks.

As researchers and plan-
ners take more aggressive
steps in upgrading transmis-
sion, energy officials need to
look at a wide range of energy
sources, Chu said. That
includes continuing with
coal and natural gas while
pushing for more hydro,
solar, wind, geothermal and
nuclear power.

“We have an opportunity
to get this going again and
become leaders in this tech-
nology,’ Chu said.

Also Monday, the Cabinet
members and Western gov-
ernors sounded several notes
in favor of protecting the
environment. They signed a
signed a memorandum of
understanding to protect
important wildlife habitat in
the West during energy
development.

In a separate resolution,
the governors called on the
government to invest tens of
billions of dollars for research
and application of “clean
energy’’ technology.
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Reason #19:

You’ve got the urge to
“nest,” and you know
you're not pregnant.

Western Days organizers call event a success

By Nichole Carnell

Times-News writer

After a rocky start to this
year’s annual celebration,
Western Days pulled through
to welcome summer to the
Magic Valley.

Western Days Committee
Chairwoman Lisa Cuellar
estimated 30,000 to 40,000
people attended the three-
day event.

“I think it turned out very
successful” said Cuellar. The
tradition was able to contin-
ue, in large part, thanks to
area musicians donating their
time, said Cuellar.

Western Days was at one
point cancelled due to lack of
funding. The event still owed
the city $5,200 from the year
before as of April, but those
charges were paid before this
year’s event.

According to Cuellar, $280
was paid to the city in park
fees after changes were made
to the city’s park rental policy
in May. The committee still
has to pay for security fees,
but as of Friday Cuellar said
she had not been billed.

As for revenue, there were
some problems with event
participants paying fees, said
Cuellar. On Saturday, some

parade participants had not
paid the $50 entry fee but still
took part in the parade.
Cuellar said she will speak to
and bill those participants
soon. There were also prob-
lems with park vendors,

Cuellar said, and in some
instances vendors had to be
asked to leave Twin Falls City
Park after not paying required
fees. Vendor fees ranged from
$125 to $500 depending on
space and utility needs.
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in 10 Weeks!

The New Integra-Lean™ Irvingia

Sy

turns off your fat switch so you

can lose weight in four ways:

1. Reverses leptin resistance

2. Shrinks fat cells

3. Reduces amount of sugar
converted to fat

4. Reduces carbohydrate
absorption

CONSTRUCTION SALE

2 5% orr

8:30am-5:30pm MON.-FRI. * SAT. 10am-4pm
ACCESS TO OUR STORE ON LINCOLN FROM FALLS AVE.

LileExten ¥

Integra-Lean
. Irvingia ‘
i

VITAMINS
AND HERBS.................

Tuc HEALTH FOOD PLAGE

Across From KMVT
Centre Pointe Plaza 1111 Brue Lakes Bivn. N.

*No OTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY

Cuellar said the committee
plans to continue Western
Days next year.
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By Ben Botkin

Times-News writer

St. Luke’s Health System
made a  Texas-sized
announcement on Monday.

The system has selected
Dr. David Pate of Houston,
Texas to succeed Ed
Dahlberg, who is retiring as
the president and chief
executive officer in March.
The system includes St.
Luke’s Magic Valley Medical
Center in Twin Falls and St.
Luke’s Wood River Medical
Center in Ketchum.

Pate, 52, is currently the
chief executive officer of St.

Luke’s Episcopal Hospital in
Houston, which is not affil-
iated with St. Luke’s Health
System. For Pate, Idaho will
be a new experience.

In a telephone interview
with the Times-News, Pate
said he was impressed with
St. Luke’s Health System’s
commitment to quality that
he discovered while doing
initial research. Though he
had never been to Idaho
before, Pate said he liked
what he saw.

“What really got me was
just the tremendous beauty
of Idaho as well as how
friendly I thought the peo-

ple were,” Pate said.
Besides hospital
CEO, Pate has
worked in various
roles with the Texas
health system,
including chief
medical officer and
medical director.
“Inthe timeIhave
spent with him, I have
found him to be personable,
thoughtful, and genuine,”
Larry Cope, chairman of St.
Luke’s Health System Board
of Directors, said in a state-
ment. “He clearly has the
credentials, skills, and
experience to successfully

Twin Falls County mulls
switching to PERSI

“They like it now because

they know how much it is”
— Twin Falls County Commissioner Terry Kramer

By Jared S. Hopkins

Times-News writer

Twin Falls County offi-
cials are considering joining

the Public Employee
Retirement System of
Idaho, and are asking

departments to speak with
employees about whether
they support the possible
transfer.

Twin Falls, which uses
Nationwide insurance, is
one of three counties that
are not on PERSI, the
statewide retirement sys-
tem for government
employees. Franklin and
Gooding counties were on
PERSI until the mid-1990s
but Twin Falls has never
participated, said PERSI

spokeswoman Patrice
Perow.

Unlike the existing
Nationwide retirement

fund which fluctuates based
on the market, PERSI is a
fixed and defined amount
that employees are guaran-
teed once they become
vested after five years in the
program. County commis-
sioners aren’t shy to point
out that until the current
economic downturn hit,
they heard support for
switching from fewer
employees.

“They like it now because
they know how much it is)
Commissioner Terry Kramer
said.

Under PERSI, the bene-
fits come from a calculated
set amount of wages that
are automatically deducted,
as well as from employee
contributions. It would be a

slight increase from current
deductions, and Ilaw
enforcement employees
would contribute a little
more than others. The con-
cept, however, is that the
benefit would pay off in the
long-term, and PERSI is
transferable among partici-
pating agencies in Idaho,
which is why law enforce-
ment supports it, said
County Clerk Kristina
Glascock. The county
would also contribute for
part-time employees. The
actual value of PERSI bene-
fits exceeds individual con-
tributions, according to
PERSI.

But Commissioner Tom
Mikesell estimates the
added cost at $600,000
yearly, which means that
employees might have to
forgo salary raises this year.
One possibility, Glascock
said, is for the county to
budget for the change but
not necessarily commit to it.
Once the county accounts
for a $200,000 drop in rev-
enue from new construc-
tion, the amount needed for
recovery could reach $1 mil-
lion, Mikesell said.

“That’s the scary part of
the whole thing — do we
have 600,000 extra dol-
lars?” Mikesell asked. “It’s
difficult and we need as
much information on
paper”

One of the main concerns

GET $30
FOR YOUR
OLD FRIDGE

is that employees have to
wait five years until they can
become vested in PERSI to
receive a lifetime guarantee.
For some elected officials,
including County
Prosecutor Grant Loebs,
that’s one of the questions
that need to be answered.

“Ilike the retirement plan
we have,” he said.

If the county applied, its
acceptance would be up to
the five-member PERSI
Retirement Board, although
applications are typically
approved, said Perow. The
existing retirement funds
with Nationwide would still
be accessible but the funds
could not be transferred
into the new PERSI
account.

Commissioners aren’t
sure why the county never
switched, saying the current
system has simply been in
place for years. The county
must choose between
Nationwide and PERSI and
cannot use both.

Commissioners,  who
began hearings Monday for
next year’s budget, are ask-
ing department heads their
opinions but said Monday
they’d probably hold infor-
mational sessions for
employees.

Jared S. Hopkins may be
reached at jhopkins@mag-
icvalley.com or 208-735-
3204.

Chances are, the older refrigerator or freezer in your basement
or garage is running up your utility bill by an average of $100
a year. Recycle it, reduce your energy use and keep harmful materials out of
landfills. We'll pick it up free and you'll pick up $30. See ya later refrigerator.

For a FREE pickup, call 1-866-899-5539
or visit www.idahopower.com/seeyalater

& Refrigerators and stand alone freezers must be in working condition and must be between 10 and 30 cubic feet using inside
measurements. Idaho Power contracts with JACO Environmental, an appliance recycler, to pick up and recycle the units. Idaho Power
customers must own units being recycled. Limit two units per residential address. A check will be mailed within 4-6 weeks after appliance
collection. Additional restrictions apply. Visit www.idahopower.com/seeyalater for complete program terms and conditions.
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Pate

lead St. Luke’s in the
complex and evolv-
ing health care envi-
ronment.”

His medical
career dates back to
the 1980s, when
Pate graduated in
1982 with a medical
degree from Baylor
College of Medicine in
Houston. Before first join-
ing St. Luke’s Episcopal
Hospital in 1993, Pate
worked in a private prac-
tice. He also earned a law
degree in 1996 from the
University of Houston Law
Center.

Sign up to receive
e-mail updates
about breaking
news online at

magicvalley.com
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Pulling Weeds

Most young weeds can be pulled from the soil. They will slide out most easily if you

Pate will begin workmg
in September, which gives
him the opportunity to
work with Dahlberg before
Dahlberg retires in March.
Pate said he’s grateful for
the time to work alongside
Dahlberg and gain from
his knowledge during his
first few months on the
job.

After Dahlberg announced
his retirement plans last fall,
St. Luke’s formed an execu-
tive transition committee to
help with the recruitment.
The group, along with mem-
bers from different hospital
boards, physicians and

St. Luke’s Health System hires new CEO

administrative staff and the
community, participated in
an eight-month search.

The health system
declined to provide Pate’s
salary. IRS nonprofit tax
filings show that
Dahlberg’s compensation
was $753,8090 in the tax
year covering Oct. 1, 2006
to Sept. 30, 2007. That fig-
ure includes contributions
to employee benefit plans,
records show.

Ben Botkin may be
reached at bbotkin@magic-
valley.com or 208-735-
3238.
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pull them when the soil is wet. Getting the root up is crucial, so think of the main stem
as the root’s handle, and grasp it as close to the soil line as you can. If you find that the
weeds are breaking off at the crown as you pull, slip a kitchen fork, dandelion weeder,
or similar tool under the weed, and pry and twist as you pull it up.

Weeds that have taproots, such as dandelion and plantain, usually must be pried out.
A flexible pair of waterproof gloves will keep your hands comfortable as you weed,
and it’s good to have a nice sitting pad, too. Let pulled weeds bake in the sun for a
day or so before composting them. If pulled weeds are holding mature seeds, compost
them separately in a hot, moist pile before using this compost in the garden.

Information provided by the National Gardening Association
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Pro-reform leader Mir Hossein Mousavi, center, speaks to his supporters during a raIIy in Tehran, Iran, on
Monday. The crowd, many wearing the trademark green color of Mousavi's campaign, was headed toward
the capital’s huge Freedom Square in the largest display of opposition unity since Friday’s presidential

elections ended with Mousavi claiming widespread electoral fraud.

[ran protester slain after pro-reform rally

The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Gunfire
from a pro-government
militia killed one man and
wounded several others
Monday after hundreds of
thousands of chanting
opponents of President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
marched in central Tehran to
support their pro-reform
leader in his first public
appearance since disputed
elections.

The outpouring in Azadi,
or Freedom, Square for
reformist leader Mir Hossein
Mousavi followed a decision
by Iran’s most powerful fig-
ure for an investigation into
the vote-rigging allegations.

Security forces watched
quietly, with shields and
batons at their sides.

Later, a group of demon-
strators with fuel canisters
set a small fire at a com-
pound of a volunteer militia
linked to Iran’s powerful

Revolutionary Guard as the
crowd dispersed from the
square. As some tried to
storm the building, people
on the roof could be seen fir-
ing directly at the demon-
strators at the northern edge
of the square, away from the
heart of the rally.

An Associated Press pho-
tographer saw one person
fatally shot and at least two
others who appeared to be
seriously wounded.

Witnesses told The
Associated Press that
protests and some violence
had broken out in several
cities across Iran, including
some traditionally seen as
more conservative.

The United States was
“deeply troubled’’ by reports
of violence and arrests in
Iran, State Department
spokesman Ian Kelly said,
but he added that the U.S.
knows too little about the
conduct of the election to
say for sure whether there

was fraud.

The chanting demonstra-
tors had defied an Interior
Ministry ban and streamed
into central Tehran — an
outpouring for Mousavi that
swelled as more poured from
buildings and side streets.

The crowd — many wear -
ing the trademark green
color of Mousavi’s campaign
— was more than five miles
(nine kilometers) long, and
based on previous demon-
strations in the square and
surrounding streets, its size
was estimated to be in the
hundreds of thousands.

“I am ready to pay any
price to materialize the
ideals of you dear people,’ he
said, speaking though a
portable loudspeaker.
“People feel their wisdom
has been insulted. We have
to pursue legal channels to
regain our trampled rights
and stop this last lie, and
stand up to fraud and this
astonishing charade’’

B0 TRE BALST "

Replaces Galcium Ghioride as a Ballast

SAN'’A, Yemen (AP) —
Shepherds found the
mutilated bodies on
Monday of two German
nurses and a South Korean
teacher who were kid-
napped while picnicking
in an area of Yemen known
as a hideout for al-Qaida.

Experts said the killings
bore the hallmarks not of
local tribesmen but of
jihadist militants who had
returned home after fight-
ing in conflicts in Afghan-
istan, Iraq and elsewhere.

The dead women disap-
peared in the remote
northern province of
Saada Friday while on an
outing with six other for-
eigners, including a
German doctor, his wife
and their three young chil -
dren. The whereabouts of
the six were unknown, the
Yemeni government said.

Yemeni authorities
announced a state of high
alert in the area and were

“conducting  extensive

o Scrap gold: rings,
dental, etc.
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Hostages killed

Nine missing foreigners were
murdered in Yemen. Their
bodies were found in the north-
ern Saada province.

SAUDI ARABIA
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7

searches and investigations,’
according to a government
statement. Besides the
German family, a British man
was also missing. They all
worked for World Wide
Services Foundation, a Dutch
aid group.

The incident is the latest
attack against foreigners in
this impoverished Arab
nation on the tip of the
Arabian peninsula.

The government blamed
the kidnapping on a Shiite
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3 foreign women dead in
Yemen, al-Qaida suspected

rebel group that has been
leading an uprising in the
province for the past several
years, but the group denied it
had anything to do with it.
Initially, Yemeni security
officials had reported all nine
were killed, but the govern-
ment later said six were still
missing.

Nearly all past fatal attacks
against foreigners in Yemen
have been by Islamist mili-
tants.

“I think that it would have
to be outside sources’ that
carried out the attack, said
Magnus Ranstorp, a terror-
ism expert at the Swedish
National Defense College,
noting that the killings,
including reports that the
bodies were mutilated, bear
the hallmarks of al-Qaida.

i

“Shelby”
is a lab/heeler cross who
is very social and will be
an excellent addition to
your home...hopefully!!!!
Come see her to
appreciate her.
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McLam
awarded in
Trig-Star
competition

The Idaho Society of
Professional Land Surveyors
recently announced that
2009 Camas County High
School Valedictorian Mollie
McLam is the state champlon
for the 2009
Trig-Star
competition.

Students
from Camas
County,
Carey,
Lewiston and
Orofino high
schools competed for prizes
at their respective locations.
The winner at each high
school was entered into the
state competition based on
accuracy and time. McLam
scored 95 percent with a time
of just more than 45 minutes
in the one-hour competition.

McLam was awarded
prizes by the Big Wood
Section of the Idaho Society
of  Professional Land
Surveyors, a $500 scholar-
ship from the Idaho Society
of  Professional Land
Surveyors and a scientific
trig function calculator for
winning the state champi-
onship.

She is the daughter of Matt
and Debbie McLam of
Fairfield and will attend Fort
Lewis College in Durango,
Colo., in the fall.
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AMERICAN LEGION
AWARD WINNERS

American Legion Post 30 of Gooding announced that the Certificate of Distinguished Achievement was
awarded to Mary Margaret Brown of Gooding Middle School. Stephanie Baker, also of Gooding Middle
School, received the runner-up award. The award is designed to place emphasis on the development of
the qualities of courage, honor, leadership, patriotism, scholarship and service to students. The program
is featured by the presentation of award medals and certificates to the most outstanding boy or girl in
the eighth grade. Pictured, from left, Brown, Baker, Legion member Dave Swarner, Post Commander Fred
Anderson and Post Adjutant Donald K. Larson.

American Legion Post 30 of
Gooding announced that
Danny Lopez of Bliss School
was awarded the Certificate of
Distinguished Achievement.
Pictured from left, Post
Adjutant Donald K. Larson,
Lopez and Post Commander
Fred Anderson.
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Dietrich schools mull online education

By John Plestina

Times-News correspondent

DIETRICH — Dietrich
school trustees mulled a pro-
posed policy addressing
online education Thursday
with no decisions.

Atissueisthe Idaho Digital
Learning Academy (IDLA),
which allows students to take
online courses within their
own school. IDLA offers
credit recovery to high school
students who are not passing
required classes and gives
students in small school dis-
tricts opportunities to take
courses not otherwise avail-
able.

Students may also take
online classes at the College
of Southern Idaho.

While the state requires

school districts to pay for
online education that meets
graduation requirements, a
future Dietrich policy could
require parents to pay for
online classes that students
take for enrichment after
regular school hours.

Math teacher Wayne
Maughan told the board he
wants language included in
the policy exonerating teach-
ers in situations where stu-
dents opt for IDLA rather
than taking a course from a
ce