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THE COST
OF CARIN

Home health-care providers crucial to

patients who can't afford hospital stays

By Blair Koch

Times-News correspondent

Shawna Fuller, clad in a black, quilted coat
with a fur-lined hood, braces for the chill of
another southern Idaho December day.

Inside her sedan are necessities such as
bottled water and granola bars, everything
Fuller, 61, said she needs for “living on the
road” For the past 15 years, the nurse of 42
years has worn tracks across the Magic
Valley, bringing care to Idaho Home Health &

Hospice patients.

On Dec. 8, Fuller crossed the snow-blan-
keted walk to the Twin Falls home of Ross
and Mabel Peck, filling her role, she said, of
helping patients stay comfortable at home.

“It’s about providing the best quality of
care as long as quality of life is there;” Fuller
said.

Home health-care providers are tasked
with finding ways to continue to provide
such care and quality of life for patients in the
face of congressional cuts to payments they
receive from Medicare.

The government-administered insurance
most home health-care patients rely on for
coverage, Medicare faces $43 billion in cuts

See HOSPICE, Main 6

HOME HEALTH CARE
BRACES FOR CUTS

Health-care reform will mean less for in-home care providers

By Blair Koch

Times-News correspondent

Gary Thietten is used to dealing with diffi-
cult news.

The founder of Idaho Home Health &
Hospice, which provides home-based health
services and end-of-life care, Thietten has
directed care for Magic Valley residents suf-
fering some of the darkest prognoses imagi-
nable since 1977.

But 2010 may offer Idaho Home Health &
Hospice — and the thousands of patients its
nine offices serve — its most difficult dilem-
ma yet. As Congress scrambles to make
President Obama’s goal of providing near-
universal health care to Americans a reality,
cuts to subsidize the massive program have
targeted home-health service covered by
Medicare, the government-administered

See CUTS, Main 6

The first of our seven-day series looks at

trends in the nursery and at the playground.

TIMES-NEY

MagicValley.com

ASHLEY SMITH/Times-News

Shawna Fuller, right, a reg-
istered nurse with ldaho
Home Health & Hospice,
talks with Mabel Peck dur-
ing a visit at her home on
Tuesday in Twin Falls.

“I feel lucky enough
to walk and live and,
aslong asI'm able
to, I'll be helping
others to live life to
the fullest”

— Shawna Fuller,
a registered nurse with
Idaho Home Health & Hospice

HELP AT HOME

Alook at Medicare home
health beneficiaries
* 64 percent are women
* More than half are 75
years or older
* Almost half are widowed
* Nearly 75 percent have
yearly incomes less than
$25,000
* Nearly one-third have five
or more chronic conditions
* About 45 percent report
either memory loss or
problems making decisions
Source: Avalere Health
analysis of the Medicare
Current Beneficiary
Survey, Access to Care,
2005.

Variety defined
wide range of

Wood’s cases
Sth District judge retiring

By Nate Poppino

Times-News writer

GOODING — It’s the variety that’s kept
5th District Judge Barry Wood interested in
his job over the years.

After all, very few jobs pro-
vide a learning experience
like his, he observed during a |
Christmas Eve interview in
his Gooding office.

“One day you're learning
how to drill a well. The next
day you’re learning about
primers and bullets,” he said.

Wood, who started as a Wood
Lincoln County magistrate
judge in 1987 and has spent two-thirds of the
past 15 years of his career as the administra-
tive judge of the Sth Judicial District, will
retire from his full-time duties on Thursday.

He leaves behind a career that spanned
just about every type of case the district
could throw at him and a legacy as a propo-
nent of rehabilitation and drug, mental
health and other specialty courts.

Born in Nampa, Wood earned degrees in
accounting and law from the University of
Wyoming and University of Idaho, respec-
tively.

He became a district judge in 1995, cover-
ing Gooding, Jerome and Lincoln counties. A
year later, he began his first stint as adminis-
trative judge — basically the administrative
supervisor of the district.

In January 1999, he was named as presid-
ing judge of the Snake River Basin
Adjudication, a massive effort to sort out

See WOOD, Main 2

‘No one should

go there armed’

Russians who fought Afghans
in ’80s think same fate will
befall U.S.: retreat and defeat

By Tom Lasseter
McClatchy Newspapers

MOSCOW — Thirty years ago this week,
the Red Army began its invasion of
Afghanistan, a move that sank the Soviet
Union in a decade of guerrilla war and has-
tened the collapse of the Cold War empire.

Today, as former :
Soviet soldiers watch Afghans will
American troops try- flght foreign
ing to pacify the same
stretches of Afghan troops as long
land they once fought as foreign
for, aging Soviet gener-
als and grunts alike are troops are
reminded of a war they
would rather forget. there. No one

While Russians are should go
willing, and often ”
eager, to predict utter there armed.
defeat for U.S. efforts — Lev Serebrov,

based on their own : )
a deputy in Russia’s
failure in Afghanistan, puty

they’re much less I?wer house of par-
comfortable talking liament and former
about the pain of  commander in the
reportedly having lost Russian army

more than 14,000 lives

in a war that ended in retreat.
Comparing wars is a process riddled with

inconsistency — the Soviet occupation of

Afghanistan was far different from the

American presence today — but on the eve of

See AFGHANISTAN, Main 2

Bridge .............. Classifieds6  Kids Only ........ Family Life6  Obituaries .......... Business 4
Crossword ......Classifieds7  Jumble ........... Classifieds5  Sudoku ............ Classifieds 4
181 34 g Dear Abby........ Classifieds3  Movies ......c.c......... Opinion7  Your Business ....Business 2

FROM SENEGAL TO SUN VALLEY

Teen making impact on and off court > Sports 1

www.swensensmarkets.com

The store that feels like home

Great Deals Inside!

See Swensen’s New Year’s Ad on page A7




Main2 Sunday, December 27,2009

Pat’s Picks|

Three things to do today

Pat Marcantonio

¢ Dance at the Twin Falls
Senior Citizens Center from
2to 5 p.m. at 530 Shoshone
St. W. The event includes a
potluck and door prizes.
Admission is $4.

o Forever Plaid hits the
stage at 7:30 p.m. in the
Boiler Room at Sun Valley
Village. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Cost is $15.

¢ Although Christmas
Day is past, you can still

give. Donate good, used
blankets and sleeping bags
to Safe Harbor so they can
give them to others in need.
Take items to 269 Filer Ave.,
Twin Falls, or call Phyllis,
735-8787.

Have your own pick to
share? Something unique to
the area that may surprise
people? E-mail me at
patm@magicvalley.com.

COMING UP IN THE TIMES-NEWS

Trend
2010

New fine dining,
increased popularity
for local brews
and more on the
foodie front.

WEDNESDAY
IN FOOD

VON SCHEIDT
BREWING
COMPANY

Wood

Continued from Main 1

water rights across most of
Idaho. That post ended in
December 2000 after his
brother-in-law, Daniel
Eismann, was elected to the
state Supreme Court, creat-
ing a conflict of interest with
any future water appeals.

“T liked it over there)” he
said, recalling his disappoint-
ment at having to step down
from the water cases rich
with Idaho history. “I didn’t
think I'would, but I really did”

He can’t talk about many of
his major cases, including the
trial of Bellevue teen Sarah
Johnson, who was convicted
of killing both of her parents,
or a landmark ruling tossing
out the state’s rules for con-
junctive management of
water that was later over-
turned by the Supreme
Court. Aspects of them are
still pending or being
appealed, he said.

But he was more than
happy to share his observa-
tions of how Idaho’s courts
have changed in the last two
decades.

The workload has become
staggering, he said, and
county courthouses are run-
ning out of room for all the
necessary judges and staff.
“Unprecedented” population
growth and drug issues, par-

ticularly meth, have con-
tributed to the increase in
cases, along with what Wood
called a shift in people’s atti-
tudes. He recalled being
taught in high school about
his obligations and responsi-
bilities in life.

“Now everyone wants to
talk about ‘what are my rights
and privileges?’” he said.

Some things changed for
the better. The advent of
computers helped make the
courts more efficient and
cases more transparent to the
public.

“You know, we work for the
people,” he said. “You can
never lose sight of that”

Occasional health issues
didn’t deter his focus on court
work, he said, including a
fight with prostate cancer
during his time on the SRBA
and surgeries just this fall to
replace both of his knees. He
only took one medical leave,
in2002.

“You just do what you
gotta do” and approach each
day with a positive attitude,
he said.

Wood plans to still work
part-time as a senior judge as
needed, bothin and out of the
5th District. An open house
honoring him is planned for
Tuesday at the Gooding
County Country Club.

READY TO BE SWORN IN

Swearing-in dates have been set for south-central Idaho's two

newest district judges.

Jonathan Brody and Eric Wildman will replace retiring Judge Barry
Wood and Judge John Melanson, who moved in October to the

Idaho Court of Appeals.

Brody is set to be sworn in on Jan. 8 at the Minidoka County
Courthouse. Wildman will take the oath of office on Jan. 14 at the

Jerome County Judicial Annex.
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Seasonal Pct.

Watershed %ofAvg. Peak
Salmon 69 25
Big Wood 6 24
Little Wood 47 17
Big Lost 5% 20

Henrys Fork/Teton 58 22
Upper Snake Basin 54 21

Oakley 73 25
Salmon Falls 55 19
Asof Dec. 26
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TODAY’S HAPPENINGS

Times-News, Twin Falls, Idaho

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Twin Falls Senior Citizens Center, public
dance, includes: potluck and door prizes,
featuring Country Cousins with Floyd
Drown, 2 to 5 p.m., 530 Shoshone St. W.,
Twin Falls, $4 per person:; free for children
under 14 with adult., 410-5650 or

galenslatter.com.

“A Year with Frog and Toad,” presented by
Company of Fools, 7 p.m., Liberty Theatre,
110 N. Main St., Hailey, tickets: $25 for
adults, $18 for seniors (62 and older) and
$10 for children (18 and younger), at box

office one hour before show, 578-9122.

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS

techniques camp; schedule available on

website, Boys and Girls Club of Magic

Fun for Youth, activities: arcade games, fast-
track auto racing, crafts and more, 6 to

10 p.m., Sun Valley Inn continental room,
One Sun Valley Road., Sun Valley, $25 per
child at the door, 622-2135.

SPORTS

NBC Camps Basketball Clinic, boys ages 14
t018,1to 4 p.m.; girls ages 14 to 18,
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., learn basketball

Valley, 999 Frontier Road, Twin Falls, $35
per person, www.nbccamps.com or 800-
406-3926.

To have an event listed, please submit the
name of the event, a brief description, time,

place, cost and contact number to Mirela

Sulejmanovic by e-mail at msulej-
manovic@magicvalley.com; by fax, 734-
5538; or by mail, Times-News, P.0.Box 548,
Twin Falls, ID 83303-0548. Deadline is

noon, four days in advance of the event.

Times-Newsmoving its Burley office

Times-News

Beginning Jan. 4, the
Mini-Cassia office of the
Times-News will be moving
from its current location at
230 E. Main St. to 1510
Overland Ave. — offices that
will share the building with
Exit Realty Snake River.

The newspaper is down-
sizing its office space to
become more efficient.
Because reporters, circula-
tion district managers and

advertising salespeople are
frequently working outside
the office, there is less of a
need to heat the paper’s cur-
rent  13,914-square-foot
facility.

Since circulation calls
have been routed to a
regional call center and clas-
sified calls sent to the main
Times-News office in Twin
Falls, the number of walk-in
customers to the Burley
office has declined substan-
tially.

“Tt is important that we
continue to report local
news and sell local advertis-
ing from within the Mini-
Cassia area,” said Times-
News Advertising Director
John Pfeifer, “and in each of
these areas the focus has
changed from customers
coming in to our office to our
people going into the com-
munity to visit advertisers
and news sources.’

Advertising account exec-
utives Michelle Campbell

and Tressa Toner will work
out of the new office
Monday through Friday, as
will circulation district
manager Wendy Pool.

Reporters Laurie Welch
and Ryan Howe will also
split time working from their
homes and the Overland
Avenue location.

The main office number
for the Mini-Cassia bureau
of the Times-News will
continue to be 208-678-
2201.

Afghanistan

Continued from Main 1

the anniversary of the Soviet
war, the somber and at times
anguished way that veterans
in Russia spoke of their time
in Afghanistan was a dis-
turbing reminder of the hur-
dles that American forces
now face.

The retired soldiers talk
about Afghanistan in terms
that echo the American
experience in Vietnam: of
winning battles but losing
the campaign, watching the
local population throw its
support behind an insur-
gency and, finally, coming
home to a country that no
longer understood or sup-
ported their war.

Asthe Obamaadministra-
tion sends in 30,000 to
35,000 more troops by next
summer — raising the total
of U.S. and coalition forces in
Afghanistan to at least
140,000 — men such as
Alexander Tsalko say they
can’t fathom why anyone
would want to fight in that
land of sharp mountain
ridges and hot desert sands.

“Nothing was achieved
while I was there. ... There
wasn’t anything good there;
they fired at us, we fired at
them,’ said Tsalko, who
commanded a helicopter
unit in Kandahar from 1982
t01983.

Tsalko was later the
deputy head of a Soviet state
defense committee and then
a member of a Russian gov-
ernment commission for
veterans affairs. He has spent
thelast several years working
for an organization that
helps disabled veterans.

What are his thoughts in
late December, the period
when the Soviets thrust into
Afghanistan with a troop
buildup on Dec. 24 and Dec.
25 and then the overthrow of
the government on Dec. 27?

“Bitterness and regret that
we were drawn into this
war,’ Tsalko replied.

In short, he said, “those
who fought there do not
want to talk about it when
they’re not drunk.’

Unlike Russia’s springtime
celebration of its World War
II  victory over Nazi
Germany, a national holiday
that includes a triumphant,
sparkling military parade in
Red Square, the anniversary
of the Soviet war in
Afghanistan is hardly men-
tioned in the cold, dark days
of December.

“Tt’s especially difficult to
remember those episodes
that so many would like to
leave behind,’ said Vladimir
Kostyuchenko, a helicopter
pilot for three tours in
Afghanistan who’s now
active with an Afghan veter-
ans group in Russia. “These
generals at the top, they had
no sense of reality. They gave
us murderous orders. I still
bear a cross because I ful-
filled those orders.’

Kostyuchenko, a slightly
pudgy man with a friendly
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face whose helicopter was
shot down in 1988, contin-
ued the thought: “Later we
saw the results, and they
were terrible.’

Igor Rodionov, who from
1985 to 1986 commanded
the Soviet 40th Army, its
main military force, said it
wasn’t just the troops who
were conflicted.

“On one hand, I was
indignant when Iunderstood
what this decision to invade
Afghanistan would result in.
I could say that to my
friends, but I could not say it
out loud because Iwas agen-
eral)’ said Rodionov, who
retired as a four-star general
and later was a Russian
defense minister and then a
parliament deputy. “Our
sacrifices were not needed”’

Rodionov, who’s now 73,
looked down at a table in
front of him and arranged a
pen, plate of crackers and a
napkin to demonstrate the
flanks of a troop position. He
gazed at them for a moment
with a bemused expression,
as if to recognize the absurd-
ity of talking about the vio-
lence of war while pointing
at anapkin.

Pushing the items for-
ward, Rodionov said com-
manders often sent their
men to hunt for the enemy in
villages on either side of
mountain gorges near vital
transport routes.

“We could fight for two
weeks in this gorge, killing
the Afghans;’ he said in a
gravelly voice. “In return
they kill our guys. We have
used all our water, ammuni-
tion and food, and then we
must go back to our rear
position?’

Rodionov pulled the pen,
crackers and napkin back to

e whLnded o
desabled by illness

Almost 15,000 [2%)
dead or missing

their starting places: “Then
the mujahedeen” — mean-
ing holy warriors, the term
used by Afghan fighters —
“would return to the gorge,
and the whole thing contin-
ues”

The Soviet experience, of
course, isn’t proof that the
same fate will befall the
United States, which is now
more than eight years into its
Afghan war.

While the Soviet invasion
in 1979 was widely seen
across the world as an act of
wanton aggression, a broad
coalition of countries sup-
ported the U.S. decision in
the aftermath of 9-11 to top-
ple the Taliban government
in Kabul and hunt down al-
Qaida.

The Soviets were badly
hobbled by Western and
Arabfinancial and arms sup-
port for the Afghan fighters,
especially U.S. Stinger anti-
aircraft missiles, which
American pilots haven’t had
toface.

The current collection of
insurgents and terrorists —

1998

TOM LASSETER/MCT
Vladimir Kostyuchenko, who served as a helicopter pilot during three
tours for the Soviet military in Afghanistan, stands at a local memo-
rial exhibit for Afghan veterans in southeast Moscow, Dec. 17.

though they include some of
the same men the U.S.
backed against the Soviets —
aren’t thought to receive
anywhere close to that level
of foreign help.

Still, the men who took
part in the Soviet fight for
Afghanistan say that no
matter how smart the
Obama  administration’s
plans are for turning the tide,
they stand little chance in a
country that’s known as the
graveyard of empires.

“Afghans will fight foreign
troops as long as foreign
troops are there,)’ said Lev
Serebrov, whose time there
was bookended by the Soviet
invasion and retreat. He
arrived in 1979 and stayed
through 1981 as a lieutenant
colonel and deputy division
commander, and returned
from 1987 to 1989 as a major
general and deputy to the
Soviet operations com-
mander for the Afghan war.

“No one should go there
armed,’ said Serebrov, who's
now a deputy in Russia’s
lower house of parliament.
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Shoppers, retailers stay busy with

By John Plestina

Times-News writer

It wasn’t Black Friday
with the traditional hoards
of holiday bargain hunters,
but day-after-Christmas
sales, exchanges and gift
card redemptions crowded
Magic Valley retailers on
Saturday.

Some cashed in gift cards
for their redemption values
of whatever goodies caught
their fancy.

Fred  Meyer Store
Director Jody Buist called
the shopper turnout aver-
age for a Dec. 26.

He said both bargain
hunters and people return-
ing the Christmas shirts
that didn’t fit were factors
for the busy Saturday.

“The biggest thing right
now is the returns,” Buist
said. “Three or four days
before Christmas we were
really busy.

“The customers are get-
ting smarter,” he said of
shoppers who are mindful
that if their purchases
require batteries to work,
they are buying them with
the item that needs them.

Fred Meyer ran a sale on
Saturday offering dis-
counts on Christmas mer-
chandise.

Some people were shop-
ping in Twin Falls who had

come from outside the [

Magic Valley.

Ashley Robinson said she
and her family live in Butte,
Mont., and were visiting
for the holidays. She said
they were at Fred Meyer
returning gifts.

There were other reasons
to shop on Saturday.

“I came out because my
flat iron died;” said Stacey
Beam, of Filer. But, she

after- Chrismas

added, “While I was out I
thought I'd check out the
sales”

About a mile up Blue
Lakes Boulevard, at Target,
a steady stream of shoppers
visited the retailer.

“The kids had gift cards
they wanted to use before

ret

-s._«.'_- *‘*;___

Photos by DREW GODLESKI/For the Times-News
Angie Mogensen does some post-holiday shopping at Fred Meyer in Twin Falls, before heading home to
Nampa on Saturday.

Customers stand
in line to return
or exchange gifts
on Saturday at
Fred Meyer in
Twin Falls. Store
director Jody
Buist called the
shopper turnout
average for the
day after
Christmas.

we leave for California,”
said Glenda Azevedo, of
Buhl.

“I'm just returning the
wrong sizes,” said Patty
King, of Twin Falls.

“I'm looking for the
Super Mario controllers for
the Wii)” said one woman

entering Target who didn’t
give her name.

A man who didn’t offer
his name said his wife
dragged him out shopping.

Perhaps Jeff Marshall, of
Jerome, summed it up. “It’s
just something to do,” he
said.

STH DISTRICT COURT NEWS

CITY OF TWIN FALLS
Driving under the
influence sentencings

April M. Hanks, 35, Dayton, Mont.;
driving under the influence; $800
fine, $500 suspended; $90.50
costs, $75 public defender fee;
180 days jail, 150 suspended,
credit for 30 days served; driving
privileges suspended 180 days;
restricted permit authorized; 12
months probation; no alcohol.

Tyler M. Bengoechea, 35, Twin
Falls; driving under the influence;
$500 fine, $400 suspended:
$132.50 costs, $75 public
defender fee; 90 days jail, 88 sus-
pended, credit for one day
served; driving privileges sus-
pended 120 days; restricted per-
mit authorized; 12 months proba-
tion; no alcohol.

Rustam O. Svanidze, 31, Twin Falls;
driving under the influence
(excessive); $1,000 fine, $500
suspended; $132.50 costs, $75
public defender fee; 180 days jail,
150 suspended, credit for 31 days
served; driving privileges sus-
pended 365 days; 24 months
probation; no alcohol.

Misdemeanor sentencings

Tierra D. Milisavljevich, 23,
Murtaugh; driving without privi-
leges; $500 fine, $400 suspend-
ed; $102.50 costs; 30 days jail,
27 suspended, three days work
detail; driving privileges suspend-
ed 90 days; restricted permit
authorized; 12 months probation.

Jeremy H. Rydalch, 33, Twin Falls;
driving without privileges; $500
fine, $300 suspended; $102.50
costs; 30 days jail, 25 suspended,
five days work detail; driving priv-
ileges suspended 90 days;
restricted permit authorized; 12
months probation.

Lynnsey D. Cummings, 27, Twin
Falls; leaving the scene of an
accident; $500 fine, $400 sus-
pended; $87.50 costs; 10 days jail
suspended; six months proba-
tion.

Jesse Meyer, 22, Twin Falls; pos-
session of drug paraphernalia;
$500 fine, $300 suspended;
$12750 costs; 30 days jail sus-
pended; 12 months probation.

Benjamin J. Jephson, 19, Twin
Falls; failure to provide insurance;
$500 fine, $400 suspended;
$8750 costs; 30 days jail sus-
pended; 12 months probation; 16
hours community service.

Heather Z. Hedden, 21, Twin Falls;
driving without privileges; $500

Present this coupon for
1/2 off 1 book
$7.99 & under * Expires Dec. 31

1914 Addison Ave. East

fine, $400 suspended; $102.50
costs, $75 public defender fee;
30 days jail, 28 suspended, two
days work detail; driving privi-
leges suspended 90 days;
restricted permit authorized; 12
months probation.

Shawn A. Cochran, 19, Filer; driv-
ing without privileges; amended
(two or more in five years);
$1,000 fine, $700 suspended;
$90.50 costs, $75 public defend-
er fee; 180 days jail, 150 sus-
pended; driving privileges sus-
pended 24 days; restricted per-
mit authorized; 24 months pro-
bation; amended to

/

r

inattentive/careless driving;
$300 fine, $200 suspended: 10
days jail suspended; 12 months
probation.

Uriel J. Ortega, 21, Twin Falls; driv-
ing without privileges; $102.50
costs; 90 days jail, credit for
49 days served; failed to
provide proof of insurance; con-

current sentences.

Britt Tipton, 38, Jerome; driving
without privileges; $500 fine,
$400 suspended; $102.50 costs,
$75 public defender fee; 90 days
jail, 88 suspended, two days work
detail; driving privileges suspend-
ed 120 days; restricted permit
authorized; 12 months probation.

WHERE'S CRUMP?

Steve Crump is on vacation, his
column will return next week.
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students who are struggling at
far away colleges.

If you're a student who’s currently struggling—financially,

emotionally, or academically—at a far away college, there’s
light at the end of the tunnel. The College of Southern

Idaho can help you get back on track with your

higher education.

Sign up at CSI and enjoy perfectly sized classes,

instructors who are always available to help you, and
affordable tuition. Plus, living and working at home will

help you save money and prepare for any future

“far away” experiences.

Classes begin January 19th—contact CSI today.

www.csi.edu
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We have
health insurance
for your family.

Call us today.
de nise

M S iren INSURANCE
1637 Addison Avenue East o 734-3342

Alan Fox, D.C., C.C.W.P.
(208) 734-7077
1126 Eastland Dr. N.

F®X

CHIROIRACTIC
WWELLMESS CENTERPA

il
Office Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 9 am.-12 p.m. & 2-6 p.m.
Fri. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
New Patients Welcome Daily

www.FoxChiroWellness.com

risk
reward

We measure your tolerance for risk BEFORE
working with you to maximize long-term reward.

3IMARK

*Advisory services offered through Investment = ™
Adpvisors, a division of ProEquities, Inc., a Reg- E I-N*AN L Lﬂk L
istered Investment Advisor. Securities offered

through ProEquities, Inc. A Registered Bro- 161 5th Ave. S’ Ste. 201
ker-Dealer, Member FINRA & SIPC. 3 Mark 732,0088

Financial is independent of ProEquities, Inc.

tSpring’

SHo
Portable Spas

Built for a lifetime of relaxation.
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VALUABLE COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON INTO OUR STORE
For AN EXTRA $ 100 savines!!

1-coupon per family and must present at fime of investment on hot ubs & pool fables.

Q k CD' 960 Blue Lakes Blvd. No.
1-Blk No. of Falls Ave, next to Papa John's Pizza.
na e u/e Hours: 9:30-5:30 Mon-Sat.
POOL & SPA Sun. & Evenings by appointment.
WWW.THESPATEAM.COM
734-8103

We Make It Easy...To Take It Easy!™
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College of
Southern Idaho

Stay near... Go far... Succeed!

732-6280 or go online: www.csi.edu
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Power failure leaves many in the cold
on Christmas Day in Wood River Valley

By Karen Bossick
Times-News correspondent

SUN VALLEY —
Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day traditions
were short-circuited by a
power outage, which
blacked out the Christmas
lights for 17,000 people
from Shoshone to Sun
Valley at 10:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve. The outage
lasted until about 3:30 p.m.
Christmas Day for most res-
idents.

The power  outage
squelched Sun Valley’s ski
lifts on a day that could have
seen more than 5,000 skiers
and boarders on the moun-
tain. It quieted the snow
guns over a 24-hour period
when temperatures in the
single digits and teens were
optimal for snowmaking.

It delayed the debut of
two new movie screens in
Ketchum on a day that tra-
ditionally is one of the
biggest movie-going days of
the year. And it gave

Ketchum restaurant owners
high blood pressure as they
tried to prepare Christmas
dinners for hundreds of out -
of-town visitors.

At Sun Valley Resort,
where a Christmas Eve ice
show had drawn 4,000 peo-
ple early Christmas Eve,
most guests treated the
power outage as an adven-
ture, albeit an inconvenient
adventure.

Corey Weiss and his fam-
ily from New York gathered
a breakfast of cookies and
pastries in the darkened
lobby of the Sun Valley
Lodge as Resort employee
Ghislane Guigan guided
their way with a flashlight.

“It reminds me of the
olden days,” said Weiss.

Priscilla Panzer, of Los
Angeles, joined lodge guests
wearing ski parkas around
the fireplace of the lodge, as
the morning light began
trickling through the win-
dows and the temperature
climbed from zero to 4
degrees.

“It’s certainly a Christmas
we’ll all remember,” she
said.

Twelve-year-old Zachary
Miller, of Chicago, sat on the
fireplace hearth as he played
his Game Boy.

“My son won’t give up his
spot,” said Doug Miller. “But
what happens when he runs
out of batteries?”

Sun Valley treated its
guests to a breakfast of lox
and bagels, scrambled eggs
and oatmeal and a variety of
fruits and pastries. And even
some locals showed up in
hope they could find a cup-
pajoe, given that Tully’s and
other coffee shops around
town were in the dark.

Wait staff set flashlights
in bathrooms. And, since
Rudolph and his red nose
had vacated the premises,
Sandra P. Fetter worked
behind a bevy of candles in
the Lodge Gift Shop, help-
ing people find newspapers
and other items by shining
flashlights on them.

“T've worked here 26 years

and this is the first time I
know of this happening,”
she said. “Luckily I took my
shower and washed my hair
last night”

Fortunately, the calm
sunny weather outside was
perfect for sledding, ice
skating and any other win-
ter activities that didn’t
require electricity.

And, as luck would have
it, Sun Valley Nordic Center
opened for the season on
Christmas Day. In a show of
Christmas spirit, Director
Sean McLaughlin waived
trail fees and equipment
rentals for the guests staying
in Sun Valley’s 450 rooms.

Idaho Power employees
said low fog hampered their
ability to locate the break,
which turned out to be in
the King-Moonstone area.
They finally located it about
10 a.m. Christmas morning.

By afternoon, power was
restored to about 10,000
customers. Cause of the
outage is under investiga-
tion.

Suspect arrested in kidnapping of Phoenix girl

By Amand Lee Myers

Associated Press writer

PHOENIX — Phoenix
police Officer Mike Burns
had just finished searching a
desert area for signs of a 5-
year-old girl and the man
who had kidnapped
her as she played
with her sisters on
Christmas Day.

No luck. But as
Burns drove down a
north Phoenix
street, he spotted a
truck that matched
descriptions of the
kidnapper’s vehicle,
and a man and a little girl
inside.

When the truck made an
abrupt turn and sped off,
Burns knew he couldn’t let it
out of his sight.

“There was no doubt in
my mind,” Burns told
reporters on Saturday, “If he
disappears, we may not get
her back”

About 10 minutes later,
45-year-old Larry Jon
Ladwig was under arrest,
and the frightened girl was
rescued and taken to a
Phoenix police facility that
aids young victims of crime,
where it was determined she
had been molested. The girl
was treated and is back home
with her family, police Sgt.
Andy Hill said.

Ladwig was booked into
jail early Saturday on charges
of kidnapping, sexual
molestation of a child,
aggravated assault of a police
officer and felony flight. It’s
unclear whether Ladwig has
a lawyer, and the Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Office did
not immediately respond to
arequest to interview him.

Statistically, Hill said if
police don’t recover a child
abducted by a stranger with-

678-7142
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in the first several hours,
“chances are slim of recov-
ering them alive’

“We really did have a
Christmas miracle;’ he said.

The girl was rescued at
about 9:30 p.m. Friday, more
than seven hours after police
believe Ladwig kid-
napped her while she
was playing outside a
Phoenix apartment
building.

The Associated
Press is not reporting
the girl’s name
because she may be
the victim of a sex
crime. The AP had
named the girl after her
abduction Friday.

When Burns’ spotted
Ladwig’s pickup, he gave
chase and alerted the force.
Officers put spike strips
across the road several
blocks away that punctured
Ladwig’s tires, causing him
to crash on the roadside.

Ladwig took off on foot
but was caught and arrested
a block away after a brief
struggle during which Hill
said he punched an officer in
the face.

“Tt makes you feel good,’
Burns said of his part in the
girl’s rescue. “It takes a while
to soakin!’

Police received the call
that the girl had been taken
at about 2:15 p.m. An Amber
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Jessica Schow & Spencer Stoker
January 23rd
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Alert was issued, and
authorities began combing
the area on foot, by car and
with helicopters.

Hill said the child had
been playing in a common
area at the apartment com-
plex with her two sisters,
ages 7 and 9, when a man
parked his brown pickup in a
nearby parking lot and

RECOLLECTIONS

YEAR END
Clearance!

50% OFF
All Christmas-

Merchandise
(Excluding all
Expressly Yours Snoware)

Other Specials
throughout
the Store!

A

Thank You
for your, Bolsinihs
this Holiday

Season!

HArry.

NEW YEAR
from all
of us at
Recollections!

The Best Litle Gif Shop n-Town”
TN

C RECELLECTIENS)

1214 Oakley Ave., Burley
§78-2554

walked over to them carrying
acamera.

He said the man violently
pulled down the 7-year-old’s
pants, took a photo of her,
then grabbed the 5-year-old
and threw her into the truck
through a window.

STH DISTRICT COURT NEWS

CITY OF TWIN FALLS
Misdemeanor sentencings

Justin M. Call, 22, Twin Falls; con-
trolled substance -frequenting
place where used; $300 fine,
$200 suspended; $127.50
costs; 10 days jail suspended;
six months probation.

Michelle D. Johnson, 34, Twin
Falls; possession of a controlled
substance; $500 fine suspend-
ed: $12750 costs, $75 public
defender fee; 90 days jail sus-
pended; 12 months probation;
concurrent with other proba-
tion; 24 hours community serv-
ice.

Patrick D. Grimes, 19, Twin Falls;
battery; amended to disturbing
the peace; $500 fine suspend-
ed: $8750 costs, $75 public
defender fee; 10 days jail sus-
pended; six months probation;
resisting/obstructing officers;
$500 fine, $400 suspended; 30
days jail, 29 suspended, credit
for one day served; six months
probation.

Kayla M. Price, 19, Twin Falls;
theft-petit; $500 fine suspend-

24 hours of community service.

Beatriz M. Cano, 16, Twin Falls;

operating vehicle without own-
ers consent; $500 fine suspend-
ed; $87.50 costs; 10 days jail
suspended:; six months proba-
tion; 24 hours of community
service.

Shane B. Wheeler, 21, Twin Falls;

resisting/obstructing officer;
amended to disturbing the
peace; $300 fine suspended;
$87.50 costs, $75 public defend-
er fee; 10 days jail, nine sus-
pended, credit for one day
served; six months probation
supervised until costs paid, and
community service done; 16
hours community service.

Isaiah M. Evans, 21, Twin Falls;

resisting/obstructing officer;
$500 fine, $300 suspended;
$87.50 costs; 30 days jail, 27
suspended, credit for three days
served; 12 months probation;
possession of alcohol (minor),
$500 fine, 400 suspended; driv-
ing privileges suspended 90
days; restricted permit author-
ized; 12 months probation.

ed; $8750 costs; 90 days jail, 85 Brian A. Anderson, 46, Twin Falls;

suspended; 12 months proba-
tion.

Rustam O. Svanidze, 31, Twin
Falls; theft-petit; amended to
aiding in misdemeanor; $500
fine suspended; $75.50 costs;

60 days jail, 31 suspended, cred-

it for 29 days served; 12 months
probation; $26.06 restitution.
Joan E. Wells, 58, Twin Falls;
unlawful entry; amended to dis-
turbing the peace; $300 fine
suspended; $8750 costs, $75
public defender fee; 10 days jail
suspended, credit for time
served; six months probation;

disturbing the peace; $500 fine,
$400 suspended; $87.50 costs,
$75 public defender fee; 30
days jail, 28 suspended, credit
for two days served; 12 months
probation; resisting/obstructing
officer; $500 fine, $300 sus-
pended; 90 days jail, 85 sus-
pended, credit for two days
served, three days work detail;
12 months probation.

Levi A. Joles, 19, Twin Falls; failed

to purchase/invalid license;
$100 fine; $87.50 costs; five
days jail suspended:; six months
probation.

www.magicvalley.com

Sneaker World & Umform Station
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IDAHO
Washington man
files pothole lawsuit

COEUR D’ALENE — A
Spokane, Wash., man has
filed a $500,000 lawsuit
against the state of Idaho for
injuries he says resulted
from a crash caused by pot-
holes on Interstate 90 in
northern Idaho.

Kasey Crick, 22, filed the
lawsuit Dec. 18 after the state
denied any wrongdoing in
response to a tort claim he
had filed following the Dec.
28,2007, accident.

According to court files
obtained by the Coeur
d’Alene Press, Crick was a
passenger in a vehicle
pulling a trailer when the
trailer came dislodged after
running over potholes.

The lawsuit said the driver
pulled into the median to
reattach the trailer when
another vehicle hit the same
series of potholes, breaking
that wvehicle’s steering
mechanism.

That vehicle then struck
the trailer, which struck
Crick, breaking his pelvis
and causing other injuries.

Idaho did not take the
proper precautions to pre-
vent the accident, the law-

For every product we sell, we'll beat any
advertized price from a local store advertising the

same new item in a factory sealed box. Even after, v

your purchase, if you find a lower price within 30
days, including our own sale prices, we'll refund
110% of the difference. Our low price guarantee
does not apply when the price includes bonus or
free offers, special financing, installation, or manu:
facturer’s rebate, or to competitor's
one-of-a-kind or other limited quantity offers.

suit said, and “that failure
constituted negligence.’

Crick is being represented
by Spokane-based attorney
Patrick Fannin.

“My client was in massage
therapy school at the time
but dropped out because
they didn’t think he would
be able to stand that well.’
Fannin said. “He’s made a
fairly good recovery, but still
has ongoing pain.’

MONTANA
Yellowstone getting

better quake monitors

HELENA — The Yellow-
stone “supervolcano’ will
soon be among the best
monitored hot spots in the
world with the installation of
new earthquake monitoring
equipment.

“We should have a fantas-
tic network, probably the
best in the world over an
active volcano,’ said Bob
Smith, a University of Utah
geology and geophysics pro-
fessor and member of the

Yellowstone Volcano
Observatory.
The park is getting 10 new

seismic monitoring stations
over the next two years,
which will be used jointly at
the observatory by the U.S.

Dining Room Set
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Wilson-Bares

CUzRaANTEY

Geological Survey,
Yellowstone National Park
and the University of Utah.

Funding for the project
will come from a portion of
$950,000 in Recovery Act
money given to the observa-
tory.

The money pays for new
sensors for river monitoring
and the installation of a tem-
perature sensor network,
new software tools, alarming
capabilities and display sys-
tems for use by the observa-
tory’s partners.

“It will provide everyone
with better raw data;’ said
Jake Lowenstern, scientist in
charge of the observatory.

Yellowstone rests in a 37-
by 25-mile caldera that is
one of the world’s largest
volcanoes, known as a
supervolcano. It rests upon a
magma plume that extends
roughly 400 miles beneath
the Earth’s surface.

UTAH

Grandpa: Kids of
missing mom in
good spirits

SALT LAKE CITY — The
parents of a missing Utah

woman spent an unhappy
Christmas together with her

\
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two young children, the

woman’s father said
Saturday.
Chuck Cox said he and his

wife were with the boys, ages
4 and 2, for several hours on
Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. Both boys
were in good health and
spirits, Cox said in a posting
to aFacebook page dedicated
to the disappearance of his
daughter, Susan Powell.

“We went through the
motions of Christmas, but it
didn’t fill the emptiness,’ he
said.

Powell, 28, has been miss-
ing since Dec. 7. Her hus-
band, Josh Powell, has told
police he last saw her at
12:30 a.m. on that day as he
left their suburban Salt Lake
City home with the two boys
for a camping trip.

Josh Powell failed to show
up at work that day. Police
consider him to be the sole
person of interest in her dis-
appearance.

Cox, of Puyallup, Wash.,
said the last few days have
been difficult. But his grand-
sons seem to be unaffected
by their mother’s disappear -
ance and the national atten-
tion it has brought, he wrote.

“We have pictures of
Susan and her family up, so I
was a little concerned,’ Cox

7

W

said. “But the boys just went
on playing, so I feel they are
doing well.’

Huntsman renews

Christmas tradition

SALT LAKE CITY
Neither recent shoulder sur-
gery nor his new job as U.S.
ambassador to China could
prevent former Utah Gov.
Jon Huntsman from renew-
ing a Christmas tradition.

Huntsman, his wife Mary
Kaye and their children
served dinner to more than
500 homeless Utahns at the
Salvation Army in down-
town Salt Lake City on
Friday night.

The Huntsmans voted to
continue the decade-long
tradition this year, even
though the Republican gov-
ernor left in August to
become ambassador.

“Merry Christmas to you,
my friend;” Huntsman said
as he greeted diners, patting
them with his left hand since
his right arm was in a sling.

When a visitor asked
about his new position,
Huntsman described living
and working in China as
“exhilarating’’

Homeless advocate
Pamela Atkinson called the
Huntsmans part of her

“wonderful”’ volunteer
team. Utah Jazz owner Greg
Miller also was on hand.

7th grader shadows

governor for day

OREM — Chris Horne
needed to find someone to
shadow at work for a sev-
enth-grade school assign-
ment. He chose his neighbor,
who happens to be the gov-
ernor of Utah.

After his initial request to
Gov. Gary Herbert’s office
was denied, Horne followed
through one Sunday at
church and asked the gover-
nor in person.

“He said “Yes’ right on the
spot,’ said Brenda Horne,
the boy’s mother. “I was
shocked. I thought my son
had a lot of moxie to go ask
him. He was very confi-
dent.’

Horne is a student at
Lakeridge Junior High in
Orem. He spent one Monday
this month with Herbert at
the Capitol and got a first-
hand look at what it’s like to
be the state’s top elected
official.

“It made me feel like I was
important,” he said. “Yeah,
that’s a great thing to be.’

~The Associated Press
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CITY OF TWIN FALLS INCIDENT MAP
(Dec. 19-Dec. 24)

Source: City of Twin Falls

Accident, non-injury — 23
Accident, injury — 2
Arson— 0

Battery— b

Burglary other than a vehicle — 7
Dead person— 0

Drug use or selling— 5
Fight— 2

Gun or weapon incident — 0
Hitand run— 5

Noise disturbance/disturbance — 28
Prowler/peeping Tom — 5
Robbery— 0

Shots fired — 2

Stolen vehicle — 4
Structure fire— 2

Theft— 14

Threat— 2

Trespassing— 10
Vandalism — 32

Vehicle burglary— 5
Vehicle fire — 0

Sexual assualt — 2

Hospice

Continued from Main 1
to home health-care spend-
ing over the next decade.

Those cuts, representing
13 percent of Medicare’s
home health care budget,
could lead to providers clos-
ing their doors, said Gary
Thietten, founder and presi-
dent of Idaho Home Health
& Hospice.

For patients who rely on
home health-care services,
visits from caregivers such as
Fuller offer an ability to
remain independent of fre-
quent hospitalization or a
life-altering move to a long-
term care facility.

Ross Peck, 84, lives with
chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, unstable
diabetes, heart problems and
worsening confusion. Before
he became a home health-
care patient, Peck was fre-
quently hospitalized, unable
to manage the four self-
administered insulin shots
and 11 pills he needed to take
daily.

Since Fuller started com-
ing to his Alturas Drive
home, Peck hasn’t been
admitted to a hospital.

“Neither one of us has a
good memory, and having
Home Health has really been
a lot of help,” said Peck’s
wife, Mabel Peck, 84, who
served as her husband’s pri-
mary caregiver before she
suffered a stroke last year. “It
was really stressful. I don’t
know where we’d be”

“We'd probably be alive,’
Ross added.

“You think?”
replied, unconvinced.

Today is one of Fuller’s
five weekly visits to the
Pecks. A certified nurse
assistant will also visit Ross
this day, as happens daily, to
help with baths, meals and
other tasks for an hour and a
half.

Ross, seated on a kitchen-
corner stool, looks upon the
counter before him, lined
with pill bottles, syringes
and plastic bags. A hand-
written note taped to the
cabinet above reminds him
to measure his blood sugar,
take his insulin and not skip
meals, daily requirements of
managing his diabetes.

Fuller and Ross chat for a
couple minutes, Fuller ask-
ing if he remembered his
breathing treatment, if he’s
had any chest pains.

She listens to his heart.

After checking his breath-

Mabel

ASHLEY SMITH/Times-News

Shawna Fuller makes the rounds during a shift on Tuesday. She usually visits 10 patients during a 12-hour
day that takes her around the region.

ing, she gathers four syringes
prefilled with insulin, and
places them in a plastic bag.

“Tt helps us monitor if he
has taken all he needs to for
the day and it also helps him
remember to take it,” Fuller
said. “We do anything we
can do to help him live at
home as independently as
possible”

For a caregiver, providing
that independence often
comes down to leaving.
Fuller tells the Pecks good-
bye for the day and starts
toward her next stop.

On the road Fuller talks
about how her job has
changed her life.

“Tt really puts life into per-
spective. You see the strug-
gles that people live through
and it makes you think dif-
ferently about your own life. I
feel lucky enough to walk and
live and, as long as I'm able
to, I'll be helping others to
live life to the fullest”

While Medicare provides
health insurance coverage to
people 65 and older, cuts to
its programs could produce
ripples felt by those covered
by Medicaid or private insur-
ance.

Areduction of profits from
Medicare could mean the
closure of home health-care
providers, Thietten said,
meaning all patients, regard-
less of their situation or
insurance coverage, would
have to scramble to find a
new source of care.

For those fighting to regain
a life relegated only to mem-
ory, the loss of a caregiver
represents a step toward the
darkness in which that

ASHLEY SMITH/Times-News
Kevin Turner, right, a physical therapist with Idaho Home Health &
Hospice, works with Tim Newbry Tuesday at his Twin Falls home.

BLAIR KOCH/For the Times-New

Mabel Peck keeps a concerned eye on her husband, Ross Peck, as
home health-care professionals make a stop to check on him. Peck
was her hushand’s primary caregiver until she suffered a stroke last

year. She said the couple wouldn't
out the assistance of home health

memory is blotted out.

The steady, breathy whir of
the bedside ventilator
escapes the Twin Falls bed-
room where it keeps Curtis
Cameron alive.

Inside, a mounted ante-
lope’s head, a few well-worn
hats and pictures of friends
and family adorn the walls
above a corner computer
waiting to be used, all evi-
dence of the full life
Cameron, 42, has led. In
front of the computer, a
menagerie of pills, latex
gloves and other medical
supplies wait at the ready for
today’s needs.

Cameron developed mus-
cular dystrophy, an incur-
able, progressive weakening
of the muscles, as a teenager
and lives with his parents. A
bad bout of pneumonia a
year ago rendered his lungs
too weak to work independ-
ently, leaving him bedridden,
intubated and hooked to the
ventilator.

When Cameron first
became sick, he dreamed of
returning to his familiar
South Hills hunting grounds.
Today, his goal has changed.

“I just want to get out of
here,’” he says in his shaking,
unsteady voice after Fuller
clears his lungs with a
machine.

If it wasn’t for the weekly
nurse check ups, Cameron
would be hospitalized full-
time.

For Cameron’s family,
Fuller has been instrumental
in conveying how to provide

have as good a quality of life with-
care.

care, from operating the
needed equipment to chang-
ing tracheostomy tubes and
monitoring his condition.

“It’s a big help. I don’t
know what we would do
without her)” said Linda
Cameron, Curtis’ mother.

Fuller tries to keep
Cameron positive and talks
about his progress. His goal is
to get off the tracheostomy
tube and breathe on his own.

Before pneumonia ravaged
his body Cameron was able
to move himself from his bed
to his wheelchair. Although
he’s always lived with his
parents he’s never before
needed this much assistance.

“I don’t want to need their
help,” Cameron said. “I was
almost to the point of being
able to get up but then I got
another infection. So here I
am”

The only thing keeping
him alive, he said, is the hope
that someday he’ll be able to
get out of bed. For now, he’s
grateful to be at home.

“If T was in a facility I
wouldn’t be  happy/’
Cameron said. “My mom is
right here and can help me.
She’s right here when I need
her.

“At the hospital, the nurses
take forever. If I need suction
right away, my mom hears
the alarm. At the hospital I
could be dead before anyone
got tome”

Fuller pats Cameron’s arm
like she has before — like she
will again the next time the
title of caregiver demands it.

Blair Koch may be reached
at blairhoch@gmail.com.

Cuts

BLAIR KOCH/For the Times-News
Idaho Home Health & Hospice founder and president Gary Thietten is
shown in his office at the organization's Twin Falls headquarters.
Thietten is concerned that continued cuts to government-run insur-
ance such as Medicare would negatively impact services offered to
home health and hospice patients.

Continued from Main 1

health insurance program
many homebound patients
rely on.

Senate Democrats have
proposed $42 billion in cut-
backs over the next decade in
payments to providers that

care for homebound
Medicare beneficiaries,
claiming the cuts will elimi-

nate inefficiencies in home-
health service. Republicans
have countered that footing
the bill to provide coverage to
the general population by
trimming home health-care
funding will injure the
nation’s most vulnerable cit-
izens.

Thietten and his agency
have endured government
cutbacks before.

“In 1998, payment for
(Medicare) services changed
so drastically and so abruptly
it created a ripple across the
nation,” he said. “Idaho alone
lost 30 percent of its
providers?”

Currently 75 certified
home health-care providers
are listed in Idaho, according
to the Medicare Web site,
www.medicare.org.

Thietten says this year’s
cutbacks could have a similar
effect as the 1998 changes, by
reducing provider availability
in the state. Patients would
not only lose access, but the
government would end up
paying more as home health-
care patients displaced by
dwindling provider options
transition into hospitals and
long-term care settings, he
said.

The National Association
of Home Health Care and
Hospice estimated the aver-
age per-visit Medicare charge
for home health care at $132,
compared to an average
$5,765 daily charge for a hos-
pital stay.

Thietten also doesn’t
understand why the pro-
posed cuts to home health
care are disproportionate to
cuts affecting other
providers.

While providing home
health-care represents 3.7
percent of overall Medicare
spending, cuts to Medicare
home health-care account
for nearly 10 percent of over-
all targeted Medicare cuts, he
said.

Thietten said cuts are
coming at a time when many
rural Medicare home health-
care providers are already
losing money providing serv-
ices.

“The industry, my peers,
this company included, is
doing everything to keep
costs as low as possible while
still investing in providing
the best quality care)”
Thietten said.

The company recently
invested in telemonitoring
services that allow home-
bound patients to use scales,
oxygen-level-reading
oximeters and blood pressure
cuffs to monitor and send
vital signs to their caregivers
from home, cutting costs for
daily visits.

But as reduced payments
cut into already slim profit
margins, such money-saving
measures may not keep
providers from shutting their
doors.

In Washington, Idaho’s

“Thereis alot of fear
but these cuts will not
affect care or access
for Medicare benefici-
aries. If it did, we

wouldn’t support it
— AARP Idaho Director
Jim Wordelman

Republican delegation has
fought funding cuts targeted
for Medicare home health
care.

Sens. Mike Crapo and Jim
Risch both voted on Dec. 5 in
support of a motion to send
Senate health care reform
legislation back to the Senate
Finance Committee with
instructions to remove the
home health-care cuts.

However, AARP Idaho
Director Jim Wordelman said
the home health care indus-
try is using “scare tactics?”
His organization stands
behind the cuts, calling them
necessary for eliminating
“waste and overpayment”

“There is a lot of fear but
these cuts will not affect care
or access for Medicare bene-
ficiaries. If it did, we wouldn’t
support it,” Wordelman said.

He points to the Medicare
Advisory Payment Comm-
ittee’s 2009 “Report to
Congress: Medicare Payment
Policy,” calling for signifi-
cantly reduced fees based on
its finding that home health-
care agencies enjoyed an
average profit margin of 16.5
percent in 2007.

MedPAC estimated 2009
profit margins at 12.2 per-
cent.

Wordelman said the
industry has a right to profit
but not at the cost to

Medicare.
Thietten declined to
release the company’s

Medicare profit margin but
contends MedPAC'’s figures
aren’t reliable.

According to ongoing
studies by National
Association for Home Care
and Hospice the average
Medicare profit margin
drops, in rural areas, to nega-
tive 3.52 percent.

While Idaho Republicans
may be swimming upstream
against the Democratic con-
trolled Congress, Thietten
sees reason for optimism
thanks to key Democrat sen-
ators’ support of lessening
the blow to home health care.

An amendment made by
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass.
was approved, 96-0, pro-

tecting benefits.
Kerry’s amendment,
which reads, in part:

“Nothing in the provisions
of, or amendments made by,
this act shall result in the
reduction of guaranteed
home health benefits,” shows
that the industry’s message is
being heard, Thietten said.
“Nothing is certain,” he
said. “We are optimistic but
remain cautious and all we
can do is continue to lobby
Washington with the mes-
sage that what we do is
important, that we provide a
critical health-care service”

Blair Koch may be reached
at blairkoch@gmail.com or
316-2607.
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HAPPY HENS

Swensen’s Markets are famous for selling local products, whether it is
Glanbia cheese made a half mile up the road, or Cloverleaf milk from
Buhl. And when it comes to eggs, nothing says fresh like Merrill’s Poultry
Farm located in Paul. We invite you to try these all natural eggs that come
from the happiest hens around. And at a price of just 97 cents per dozen,
your pocketbook will smile too.

Shop different at Swensen’s.

Asst. 5.5-10 oz. Nabisco Snack

CRACKERS

3$

for

Boneless Beef New York

STEAK

399

That’s only 97¢

Merrills
30 Count Tray

LOCAL
BROWN EGGS
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per dozen!

ANCUISINEQ‘
Lean Cuisine
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for
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2$

SWENSEN'S
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e ‘i‘;ya’ﬁ% 97
2 CHIPS $1 "
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* Assorted Special K~ - . . » "

* All Bran

Kellogg 11.4-14 oz. 1()

CEREAL for

Sara Lee or
California Harvest Home Pride 20 oz. Asst. 1.5-16 oz.
16 oz. Diced White or Wheat Energy Drinks or Asst. W.F. 12.2-24 oz.
TOMATOES BREAD BARS CEREALS
2 for 3 for 10f0r 10 1 ea.
itslscteM oz. Salsa or W.F. 15-15.25 oz. W.E. Gallon
PICANTE CANNED Immitation Maple W.F. 32 oz. Buttermilk
SAUCE FRUIT SYRUP PANCAKE MIX
S S A T

ca. ca. ca. ea.

Bounty 8-R¢lrllo ;(Ilzecnoe;nt White W/I'(‘; 1 10-55 coing ] WE 201
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‘6.

77!

18519 00 Mineador Choppea  RICE-A-RONI Fat-frec Refried
sSOoup CLAMS or PASTA-RONI BEANS
455 S{4 Q0 77
for ea. ea. ea.
Don Julio 10 oz. Wl;‘? lg.nPacka etti ed Vines
wrF 182518502  TORTILLA plrs v i O v oz.
CAKE MIX CHIPS MACARONI LICORICE
95¢ $112 $2% 2.2
ea ea. ea. for
K.C. Masterpiece W.F. 20-24 oz.
W.F. 32 oz. 18 oz. Brown Sugar Upside Down or
Salad Dressing or or Barbeque W.F. 9 0z. Squeeze Fancy Tomato
MAYONNAISE SAUCE MUSTARD KETCHUP

$19Z

99 $149 140 57¢ 89¢

QUALITY MEAT >

$499

4 oz.

LOBSTER
TAIL

SWENSEN'S PRODUCE

S

Small Northwest
Jonagold, Braeburn,
Fuji, Gala, Granny Smith

APPLES

79¢

nls Bee Extra Lean nls Bee Bnls Pork ole . Ba
ghicg orj'r Rump GROUND getliteB Sirfloin IOIN gsslorted Varieties Zzlllilitil;’eg;led Large Green
ROAST BEEF STEAK CHOPS SALADS CARROTS AVOCADOS CABBAGE
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id e

39 332 3%

2.3 89f 2.3

N
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)
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|:, & ,

$
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3

Nestle 24 pk. .5 L

W.F.24 oz. W.F. 128 oz. W.F. 24 oz Green, Raspberry, Pure Life
COTTAGE W.F. BIG 45 oz. Tub ORAN GE SOUR Asst. 12 pk. Sweet or Pomegranate Drinking
CHEESE SPREAD JUICE PEPSI GREEN TEA WATER

1%

9 53

The stores that fee

112

2%

4

| like home.
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CORN Reser’s Large
DOGS BURRITOS
S_LPREFERRED [ ® 2 $ 50 2 $
for for
www.swensensmarkets.com
W e n S e n S Made From Scratch
Deli Fresh Banana Nut
TORTELLINI BREAD
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PRICES EFFECTIVE MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 THRU SATURDAY, JANUARY 2 — CLOSED SUNDAY
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Passenger Gar Tires

GREATIBUY!

STARTING'AT

2 g 155/80TR-13 [+~

¥ 10W cosT ﬂ/llll SEASON RADIAL

This is an excellent value on highway and all season radials.
Offers a smooth quiet ride and tough steel belt construction.

=" NAUNTING « AIR CHEGKS  ROTATIONS |
YAl Si7¢ “*n UATARD + FLAT REPAIR

«
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SIMII"NEM

‘ q g 1550R-12

9 WINTER TRAGTION-PINNED FOR STUDS
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ey 2t driving.

o Over 25 Years o DestBrake 8’ P215/7°T“1“ ¢ 1 Thean IEBIENA

* TREAD DESIGNMAY(VARY, .
Experience Warranty,

: mnw::nsr
Prof essmnally F; actory Low cost tire with a high traction tread compound

Trained Technicians' ~ Quality,Parts for added durability and tread life.

MNOUNTING « MR GHECS « ROTATIONS
O L STR, ?zee BOAD AAZARD « LAY REPAIR

LES SGHWAB BRAKE SERVIGE
INGLUDES:

ST CALIPER ASSEMBLY

[ , WEHEPLAEE
lB ot Piston Sea
Eja

L e RepLAC
d REPLA NEPUIL‘E

Pd&PIl Bhg

WE RESURFACE BRAKE ROTORS

TREAD DESIGN an'ijnv
v Plﬂﬂfﬂ fﬂll snms

Studdable SUV/Light Truck tire designed for
excellent traction on snow and ice.

MOUNTING R HECKS « ROHTONS
Socontay s YL ?'zee BOAD AZARD < FLAT REPA

Return Spring

i + AR CHECHS  RUTATONS
R S ot e~ ADHALARD « LA REPHIR

IIBSEIWE

g E175R14 ]

REAR DRUM | e seruce {2
BRAKE - 1 @ NN
Shoe D) Asgellgb?;

ASSEMBLY | %50

WE REPLACE
Adjuster
— Lever Spring

WE RESURFAGE BRAKE DRUMS

There are many important parts that wear out in your
brake system. This is why we don’t just replace your
brake pads and shoes. It’s also why we can stand

behind our brake service with the best brake warranty. .
M/SIllllﬂ[ﬂ TIRE ALTERNATIVE {Free Replacement 25,000 Miles - Parts & Labor) M/Pllmfll FOR STUDS

Recommended on all 4 wheel positions, this tire offers a rubber
compound designed for excellent traction without tire studs.

? MOUNTING « AIR GHEGKS < ROTATIONS
2€¢ _ ROAD HALARD « AT REPAIR

A quality light truck/SUV tire that provides outstanding
traction during harsh weather conditions.

?  MOUNTING AR GREGHS « ROTATIONS

YOUR SIZE IN STOCH, ROAD HAZARD  FLAT REPAIR

GALL FOR SIZE & PRIGE

YOUR SIZE IN STOCK,
CALL FOR SIZE & PRIGE

TR | EAGERTO SERVEYOU
QUICK HT DIAMOND ‘r mm MM’:

FAIERNA) | A0 LTI G Twin Falls 734-7555  Twin Falls 733-1211
using tire chas Blue Lakes Pole Line

Jerome 324-8946  Burley 678-4400
Hailey 788-0924  Rupert 436-5600
g Buhlsez402  Paul438-8444

MONTHIWARRANTY S MONTHIWARRANTY [ MONTHIWARRANTY,
500-575 550-750 590-900
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STARTING" . : g .
*Since 1952, Our Business is Earning Your Trust”

| =
VISA | o

Staninauay oyl 7 2999
AEEBATTERVAGHECK

PUSSENE on exooss 90 BAYS SAlE AS ¢49 QAE

ASK STORE FOR DETAILS
PAYMENT PROGRAMS ON APPROVED CREDIT

/
| /
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- ] R

“At Les Schwab, we’re proud of our FREC w........,. .. - a rémendous value worth up to $250 of valuable services.”

m[[ MOUNTING, AIR CHECKS, FLAT REPAIR, ROTATIONS & ROAD HAZARD...WITH THE TIRES YOU BUY!
We stand behind our warranty at over 420 stores throughout the West. Visit LesSchwab.com for the store nearest you!
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BY JOSHUA PALMER
TIMES-NEWS WRITER

The political clout of Idaho and other Western
states was put to the test as Congress struggled to

make last-minute changes to a federal dairy aid

package.

Officials with Glanbia Foods and the Idaho
Dairymen’s Association say they joined forces in
October to change a federal aid package that would provide
up to $60 million to large-scale milk producers operating pri-

marily in the Western U.S.

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack announced last

week that he approved those changes, which industry leaders

say was indicative of the influence that Idaho is struggling to

play in national agricultural politics.

The joint effort began in October when Congress approved

$350 million in aid for the dairy industry. Dairymen across the

foreign markets and rising input costs.

Lawmakers
Wisconsin, Idaho and New York,
which are home to the nation’s
largest dairy producers and proces-
sors, lobbied for federal aid earlier in
the year to keep the industry afloat.

But not everyone agreed how fed-
eral aid should be administered. It
wasn’t long before the aid package
divided dairymen in the East and the
West.

Lawmakers from states in the
Northeast and Midwest wanted
one-time payments to “small, fami-
ly owned operations” with 300 cows
or less, according to a draft of the
proposal. But lawmakers such as
Sens. Mike Crapo and Jim Risch, and
Reps. Walt Minnick and Mike
Simpson, all from Idaho, argued bit -

$5M
nation were struggling to survive the lowest milk prices in more
than 30 years — being driven down by a collapse on domestic and SN -
from California, terlyagainst the proposal — saying it
would exclude most dairies in Idaho ~ $3M [~

and the West because the average
herd size is nearly three times larger
than the 300 figure.

The Idaho dairy industry joined
with dairymen from seven states in
the West, including California, to
encourage lawmakers to change the
proposal. They suggested the money
would be better used to buy cheese
for government programs that feed
low-income families.

“Inventories are what is keeping
prices down, so we worked with
Glanbia and dairy organizations in
seven Western states to help the
industry as a whole,” said Bob

See MONEY, Business 2
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_ Soft money contributions
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INDUSTRY DIVIDED

MILK
MONEY

DAIRYMEN IN WESTERN STATES
SAY THEY WERE ‘SHORTCHANGED’
BY GOVERNMENT PROGRAM THAT

AIMED TO HELP THEM

really

needed a
better aid
package. We
really fought
for one.’

— Mike Brown, dairy economist for
Glanbia Foods

Long term contribution trends

Amounts
2010  $1,2346/426
2008  $4,761,699
2006  $3.803,129
2004 $3,244116
2002 $3,0533836
2000  $2,821527
1998 $1,940,729
1996  $2,639,032
1994 $2,289,813
1992 $2,631678
1990  $2,223,107
Total  $30,755,092

Source:
Opensecrets.org

|| Ppolitical Action Committee

_ Contribution from individuals

Economic woes shape healthier spending habits

By Michele Heller
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Helen
Wilson knows thrift. In the
years after the Great
Depression, she raised
chickens and planted veg-
etables at her home in
Alexandria, Va., to feed her
children.

Now she smirks a little
when her daughter Loretta
Haley, 55, describes the
recession as “life-chang-
ing”

“Absolutely I've changed
my spending habits,” Haley
said, as she and her mother
came out of a supermarket
with just a few bags of what
she described as “healthy”
groceries in a giant shop-
ping cart. “I’'m only getting
essentials?”

For Wilson, 86, this new
push toward frugality does-
n’t compare to the habits

she’s kept up for genera-
tions. She reuses wrapping
paper from one Christmas
to the next, depends on lay-
away instead of credit cards
and saves plastic food con-
tainers rather than buying
Tupperware. Unlike her
daughter, she has steadily
built her savings.

People beginning to live
within their means could
well be the silver lining of
the recession. If people like
Haley embrace change and
maintain better financial
habits, they will benefit in
the long term, and the
economy will, too.

“There will be good
things that come out of this
recession,” said Marcia
Tillotson, a financial advis-
er at Wells Fargo Advisors.
“Many people had not been
conscious of what their
lifestyle cost. Now, all of a
sudden, they have become

conscious of how they
spend their money.”’

The question is, will the
panic and uncertainty of the
financial crisis shape a gen-
eration and an economy in
the deep mold of the
Depression? Or will our
pledges of prudence have all
the heft of a New Year’s diet
resolution?

“You have to feel the pain
before you really make a
change,’ said Gerri
Detweiler, a personal
finance adviser for
Credit.com. “The longer it
takes for the economy to
feel normal again, it is likely
to have a longer-term effect
on our spending habits, and
the more ingrained these
habits of thrift will
become”

Wiser habits in each
household, experts say, will
eventually help strengthen
an economy that still

shows vulnerabilities.

“The economy really rep-
resents decisions made by
tens of millions of people
every day,” said Bernard
Baumohl, the chief global
economist at the Economic
Outlook Group.

He expects that aretooled
economy will be fueled less
by consumer spending.

According to his fore-
casts, by about 2015, con-
sumer spending will con-
tribute 65 to 67 percent of
the gross domestic product
— a broad measure of eco-
nomic output — down from
the traditional 70 percent,
while exports and business
spending will contribute
more to GDP growth.

“We’re going to see a pro-
found change in the behav-
ior of consumers, where
they will be relying less on

See SPENDING, Business 3

Corporations that helped
the neediest in 2009

ASHINGTON —
No, Virginia,
2009 was not a

great year for corporate phi-
lanthropy. The $10,000 and
$25,000 gifts that once
arrived almost like clock-
work at local nonprofits
came this year in denomi-
nations of half that size, if
they came at all. With the
economy in recession and
companies scrambling to
reduce payroll just to remain
profitable, there was simply
less money to spread
around. All the more reason
to celebrate those compa-
nies that maintained their
giving or stepped up to do
more.

When the downturn first
hit last year, the
Community Foundation
for the National Capital
Region was quick to antici-

pate the increased urgency
for resources at those safe-
ty-net organizations that
provide those most in need
with a meal, medical
attention and a roof over
their heads. So it launched
a special Neighbors in
Need Fund. The World
Bank was the first to
respond with a $150,000
donation, followed in short
order by $500,000 from
Bank of America, whose
own balance sheet at the
time was in a world of hurt.
Allin all, Neighbors in

See NEEDIEST, Business 3
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RICARDODEARATANHA/ Los Angles Tlmes
The 67-acre CityCenter in Las Vegas is the largest private development
in U.S. history and might be the last major Strip opening for years.

Nevada bets
the future on
CityCenter

By Ashley Powers

Los Angeles Times

LAS VEGAS — Has a
state’s psyche ever rested
so completely on a single
resort complex?

In recession-ravaged
Las Vegas, the flashy
opening last week of Aria
— the hotel-casino center-
piece of CityCenter — was
regarded as either a sign of
the Strip’s economic
rebound or another symp-
tom of its ailments.

Most Nevadans are
praying for the rebound.

The punditocracy cast
the unveiling of Aria — a
4,004-room Cesar Pelli-
designed hotel with a
Maya Lin sculpture above
the front desk — in terms
more suitable to heroism.

“Hail CityCenter,”
cheered the Las Vegas
Review-Journal.

“1f it works, all
Nevadans surely will sing
its praises,’ said the Reno
Gazette-Journal.

“If we can do anything
in Nevada, we can hype
things,” said tourist Rod
McMullen of Yerington,
Nev., as he took in the
$8.5-billion project that
one alternative weekly
mocked as “CitySavior.“

There was far less
breathlessness when casi-
no magnate Sheldon
Adelson opened Palazzo in
2007 or when Steve Wynn
debuted Encore last year.
The recession was sapping
business even then, but
Nevada’s power players
were convinced that Las
Vegas soon would shrug it
off. Not so.

Neither Palazzo nor
Encore significantly
increased the Strip’s gam-
ing revenue, as nearly all
modern resort openings
had. But the Mirage,
Bellagio, Venetian and
other resorts also had been
unveiled during better
economic times and
catered to a market that
Las Vegas had yet to tap
completely: the well-to-
do.

This explains the recep-
tion given CityCenter, a
67-acre warren of upscale
hotels, condos and shops.
With economic turbulence
largely halting new con-
struction, CityCenter
might be the last major
Strip opening for years —
and the last chance, at
least for a while, to lure
tourists with something
new.

“Lots of people want
CityCenter to be an eco-
nomic miracle,” said Mary
Riddel, interim director of
the Center for Business
and Economic Research at
the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas. “We’ve been so
dependent for so long on
massive openings and
massive spending. We've
hit a wall.“

Nevada is desperate for a
white knight. Gaming rev-
enue in October, the most
recent month for which
data are available, plunged
to its lowest level since
2003. In Clark County,
unemployment dipped in
November to 12.1 percent,
but only because the labor
force shrank.

Because Nevada relies so
heavily on gaming and
sales taxes, which are
waning, Gov. Jim Gibbons’
administration asked state
agencies last week to pre-
pare plans to slash their

budgets. Again.

“If CityCenter doesn’t
change anything, Las
Vegas is really in trouble,’
said William Eadington,
director of the Institute for
the Study of Gambling and
Commercial Gaming at the
University of Nevada,
Reno.

MGM Mirage, the chief
force behind CityCenter,
has boosted expectations,
with Chief Executive Jim
Murren predicting the
complex will increase visi-
tation in 2010 by more
than 5 percent. Executives
say its modern artwork
and glass-sheathed archi-
tecture will draw tourists
who otherwise would sniff
at Sin City.

“So you're not a Vegas
person,”’ one ad says. “Are
you sure?“

When proposed in 2004,
CityCenter seemed a logi-
cal, if pricey, evolution for
the Strip. Where else
would you dare build a
massive complex essen-
tially mimicking New
York, which is already
mimicked by New York-
New York Hotel & Casino
down the street?

As the project wore on,
CityCenter, a partnership
with Dubai World, grap-
pled with the conse-
quences of enormous debt
and swift construction. Six
workers died in accidents.
The complex teetered near
bankruptcy. With the real
estate market in a free fall,
MGM Mirage slashed
condo prices by 30 per-
cent. (Murren said that, in
hindsight, roughly 2,400
residential units might
have been too many:.)

As CityCenter’s phased
opening begins, early indi-
cators are mixed. The
high-end Crystals mall is
about half full. Aria is
offering rooms, in terms of
opulent hotels, for fire-
sale prices: $109 on week-
nights.

“Just this place isn’t
going to pull us out of
everything,” said
McMullen, 59, a retired art
teacher who said he was
impressed with Aria’s
sleek, modern look. “It’s
not the people from
Nevada who make these
things float. I don'’t see it
doing that much until the
national economy turns
around.“

Last week, though,
Murren stood outside Aria,
near a 270-foot-long
water wall and a dancing
fountain called Lumia, and
led what felt like a pep rally
for Las Vegas. In particu-
lar, he pointed out that
CityCenter employed
12,000 workers, although
MGM Mirage laid off
9,000 during the reces-
sion.

“People who live here
have a more optimistic
view of the future because
of CityCenter,” Murren
said.

Observers have been
impressed with Aria’s
intriguing touches: dark
wood, bursts of sunlight,
steel sculptures and a pair
of Kirin statues blessed by
a Buddhist monk.

“Everyone was overly
optimistic in projecting
growth. Who's to say
they’re not overly pes-
simistic in projecting
gloom?” said David G.
Schwartz, director of the
Center for Gaming
Research at UNLV.

BUSINESS

CONTRIBUTION MILESTONES
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Courtesy photo

Local photographers Brittany Barnes and Bethany Cook recently
donated $775 and several bags of canned food to the Valley House.
The money was raised as part of a Fotos4Food fundraiser. Participants
who donated $25 or more to the Valley House received a photo ses-
sion and a CD with their pictures on it. Information: brittany-
peaceloveandphotography.blogspot.com or setintimephotogra-
phy.blogspot.com. From left: Brittany Barnes; Sharon Breshears,
Executive Director of the Valley House; Jake Barnes.

MUZZLE LOADERS

Courtesy photo

The Oregon Trail Muzzle Loaders had a turkey shoot and a drawing
Nov.19 in Albion and donated to Cassia and Minidoka Counties Senior
Citizens Meals on Wheels. The club brought in $1,010 and donated
half to each county’s Meals on Wheels. Information: Mitzi Ramsey,
208-878-3500. Pictured from left: Mitzi and Rick Ramsey, club mem-
bers; Sharon Hardy Mills, Burley Senior Citizens; Holly Naranjo
Minidoka County Senior Citizens; Ben Anderson, president of the club.

edit content.

BUSINESS news

We welcome announcements about new businesses as well as
employee changes or advancements. To submit contributions
to YourBusiness, send announcements and photographs to
Times-News business Editor Joshua Palmer at jpalmer@mag-
icvalley.com. Photos will only be accepted as .jpeg e-mail
attachments. The deadline to submit an announcement for the
following Sunday is Wednesday at noon. Announcements must
be 150 words or less. The Times-News reserves the right to

Premier Insurance congratulations

Premier Insurance of Twin Falls wants to congratulate
Denise Metcalf, Larry Stumpf and Cheryl Owens for earmng
their professional certifications. Denise has
attained her Certified Insurance Counselor
by going through rigorous written examina-
tions, focusing on all major fields of insur-
ance, agency operations, and
insurance  management.
Metcalf has been employed
with Premier Insurance for
24 years, and is the Vice
President of Human

Metcalf

Stumpf

who

WWwWw.premierinsur.com.

Resource and Operations.
Stumpf and Owens are two of the elite
group of risk management profess1onals
have earned their
Certified Risk Manager certificates by com-
pleting a rigorous five-course program.
Owen has been employed with Premier
Insurance for 16 years and is currently a
commercial lines agent. Stumpf has been
employed with Premier Insurance for
28 years and is currently a commercial lines
agent. For more information call 734-1711 or

Heritage Makers announce rank

advancement for Shirley Lee

Shirley Lee has been promoted to the rank of director with
Heritage Makers, Inc. of Twin Falls. She achieved this
advancement on Dec. 1. She directs and assists clients with
their projects and has built a team of consultants in and

around the area.
For more

information
Shirley@HeritageForLife.com

call 208-731-0447 or

Asset Bookkeeping and Tax Service

holds grand opening in Twin Falls

The Twin Falls Chamber Ambassadors welcomed Asset
Bookkeeping and Tax Service with a ribbing cutting to cel-

ebrate the grand opening.

Asset Bookkeeping & Tax Service offers bookkeeping
and income tax service and specializes in QuickBooks
installation, training and support. Although headquar-
tered in Hansen, they offer onsite service and will be

happy to come to you.

Call them at 208- 944-9393, 888- 239-6446 (toll free)

or contact Brian
booksandtax.com.

Cogan at

contactus@asset

Pictured left to right: Lori K Cogan & A. Brian Cogan Certified Public
Bookkeeper & Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Money

Continued from Business 1
Naerebout, executive
director of the Idaho

Dairymen’s Association.

But later in October, the
U.S.  Department of
Agriculture sided with
lawmakers from New York
and Wisconsin, distribut-
ing $290 million in one-
time payments to strug-
gling dairymen.

“This one time payment
to U.S. dairy farmers limits
payments to no more than
6 million pounds of milk
annually, which covers only
40 percent of the average
Idaho dairy producer’s
annual production” said
Mike Brown, dairy econo-
mist for Glanbia Foods.

“Most of Idaho’s milk sup-
ply comes from dairies that
produce far more than the
6 million pound cap.”

Direct payments provid-
ed about 32 cents per 100
pounds of milk for up to
6 million pounds of annual
production, but the average
dairy operator in Idaho
produces 15 million pounds
annually. Because of their
larger size, most Idaho
dairies would only receive
13 cents per 100 pounds of
milk.

“Idaho really needed a
better aid package, said
Brown. “We really fought
for one”

Naerebout said the Idaho
dairy industry asked the

federal government to not
get involved in govern-
ment-sponsored pro-
grams. But, he said, if the
money is going to be spent,
all dairies in all regions
should be treated equally.

Glanbia officials said
they got involved when
Congress wanted to create
greater benefits for other
regions.

“We worked closely with
Idaho’s congressional
members, our New Mexico
representatives, where
Glanbia has operations,
and other Western dairy
cooperatives and trade
associations,” Brown said.
“But we just didn’t have
the political clout — and

numbers in Congress —
that exist in the Midwest
and Northeast to make this
program size-neutral and
fully equitable for our
Idaho dairy farms.”

He said Western dairy
producers have been hit
hard over the past two
years due to much higher
feed costs, higher fuel costs
and higher transportation
costs than those in the
Midwest and East.

“This divided the dairy
industry by region because
of where most of the
money was going,’
Naerebout said. “I think
everyone in the Western
states got short-changed
on this”

Leniency is available on student loans

By Eileen Ambrose
The Baltimore Sun

Federal student loan
default rates are on the rise,
but there’s no need even in
this weak economy for you
to fall into arrears.

That’s because when it
comes to repaying an edu-
cationloan, no one — except
maybe Mom or Dad — is
more lenient than Uncle
Sam.

Can’t find a job? Or, the
one you have barely pays the
bills? Maybe you have
decided to go back to school
to wait out the recession.
Whatever the situation, the
government has options to
provide relief — sometimes
for years — from federal loan
payments while you get
your finances in order. You
might even have your loans
forgiven over time.

“If students are consci-

entious about it and they
explore their options, there
shouldn’t be any reason
they would be in default,
even if they don’t have a
job) says Mark
Lindenmeyer, director of
financial aid at Loyola
University Maryland.

You run into trouble,
though, if you blow off
repaying the taxpayers who
put you through school. The
government comes down
hard. It might garnishee
your wages, apply future tax
refunds to the debt, prevent
you from renewing a profes-
sional license, hit you with
interest, late fees and col-
lection costs, and even ding
your Social Security bene-
fits in retirement.

The poor job market is
blamed for the rising
defaults in federal loans. For
those in their early 20s with
or without a college degree

the unemployment rate is
significantly higher than for
their older counterparts.
The Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports the unem-
ployment rate grew to
16 percent for those age 20
to 24 in November, while the
overall unemployment rate
dipped slightly to 10 per-
cent.

You're in default if you
haven’t made a payment for
270 days, although it may
take an additional three
months before the default is
final, says Mark Kantrowitz,
publisher of FinAid.org.

The government meas-
ures defaults over a two-
year period, looking at bor-
rowers entering repayment
one fiscal year and default-
ing by the end of the next.
The latest figures show the
default rate rose to 6.7 per-
cent for the period that
ended October 2008, up

from 5.2 percent a year ear-
lier.

At the first inkling that
you might have trouble
repaying your loan, contact
your lender or loan servicer.
For private loans, your
options will depend on the
lender. But here are some
moves with federal loans:

Deferral — Loan pay-
ments can be suspended
while you return to school
half-time or more. You also
can defer payments for up to
three yearsif you can’t find a
job or have some other eco-
nomic hardship, such as
being on public assistance
or joining the Peace Corps.

If the government paid
the interest on your loan
while you were in school, it
will do so again in a defer-
ment. If your loan wasn’t
subsidized, you’ll owe the
interest, which can be
tacked onto the principal.
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Spending

Continued from Business 1

debt and on the liquidation of
their savings to finance con-
sumption,” Baumohl said.
“People will be more disci-
plined”

Dan Ariely, a professor of
behavioral economics at Duke
University, said he believes the
recession will drive a change in
spending and savings patterns.

“For many people, this was a

shock. People in their 20s to 40s,
who grew up in this period when
the stock market has been good
for most of their lives, had a great
belief in the stock market” he
said. “This failure has shocked
people to the ground and will stay
with them.

Americans are saving more, as
they traditionally do during
downturns. In October, the per-
sonal savings rate was 4.4 percent

of disposable income, which
compares with an average annual
savings of 2.7 percent over the
past decade, the Commerce
Department reported last week.
The current rate, though, is noth-
ing close to the 8 to 11 percent
that Americans saved in the mid-
1950s through the mid-1990s.
Detweiler said there is a “con-
stant tension” among consumers
torn between paying off credit

card debt and building savings.
She recommends trying to do
both. “Put something aside for
savings, then look for every
opportunity to put money
toward paying down the unse-
cured debt,” she said. “You have
to set aside money for emergen-
cies, or you’ll turn to credit that
might not be available. So get
some emergency savings, even if
it’s just $1,000. Otherwise you’ll

never get out of the cycle of
debt”

Future spending habits will be
influenced greatly by the avail-
ability of consumer credit. If it
remains tight, people won’t have
the ability to easily spend beyond
their means. Instead, layaway,
the use of debit cards and other
ways of saving up to make a pur-
chase with cash will remain in
vogue.

Neediest

Continued from Business 1
Need has distributed
$3.6 million this year to
more than 70 frontline
organizations.

Meanwhile, in Prince
George’s County, Md., the
Community Foundation
and the Washington
Regional Association of
Grantmakers were tackling
a somewhat different
problem — the lack of
organizational and man-
agement capacity in many
of the county’s nonprofit
organizations. Kaiser
Permanente stepped up
first, with a donation of
$200,000 to the
Partnership for Prince
George’s County. Right
behind it was Wachovia
(now Wells Fargo), Freddie
Mac, Fannie Mae,
Riderwood Village and
Stewart Funeral Home.

Things were looking
bleak again this year for
the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Greater Washington until
someone came up with the
idea of relocating its head-
quarters staff from leased
space to one of its D.C.
clubhouses. The move
shaved $200,000 off the
clubs’ annual operating
expenses, but was done
almost without cost
thanks to architect Salditt
& Associates and Forrester
Construction.

And let’s not forget the
$150,000 donated by E-
Trade to Habitat for
Humanity for its Maple
Ridge community in
Northern Virginia.

The real estate bust was
particularly bad news for
the Alexandria (Va.)
Seaport Foundation, which
was counting on support
from construction compa-
nies to complete 4,500
square feet of new shop
space for its wooden boat
building apprenticeship
program. That’s when the
concrete division of Clark
Construction Group

“The holidays would not be the holidays without toy drives, secret
Santas and turkey giveaways too numerous to mention.”

this year to the D.C.
Central Kitchen, while the
Walmart Foundation
pledged another $300,000
to the Central Kitchen’s
Campus Kitchens Project,
which runs meals pro-
grams on college campuses
across the country. By its
count, Walmart distrib-
uted more than $700,000
to Washington-area non-
profits this year.

At the premium end of
the supermarket spec-
trum, Whole Foods also
did its part, this year
donating cash and
100,000 pounds of perish-
able foods to Manna Food
Center, the food bank in
Montgomery County, Md.

We in the press haven’t
always given CareFirst the
most favorable press over
the years, but there is no
denying its generosity.
Last year the local Blue
Cross company increased
its community giving by
more than 10 percent, to
$46 million, much of it for
free medical care and dis-
counted drugs.

CSC celebrated its head-
quarters move to Fairfax
County, Va., this year with
a $50,000 donation to the
county that will fund a
computer learning center
in Falls Church.

And let’s raise a glass of
eggnog, shall we, to Argon
Engineering in Fairfax city,
which sets aside 1 percent
of its pretax profits every
year for local charities
chosen by a committee of
its employees.

What sustained many
nonprofits this year were
the partnerships that they
have developed over the
years with a handful of
corporations.

The law firm of
WilmerHale deepened its

Area Food Bank.

Also Excella Consulting
and Homestretch; BB&T
and Melwood; Money One
Federal Credit Union and
the Foundation Schools;
W.R. Grace and Meals on
Wheels; Apple Federal
Credit Union and Northern
Virginia Family Service;
IBM and the Latin
American Youth Center;
Apex CoVantage of
Herndon and OAR of
Fairfax County; Capital
Group Cos. and the Falls
Church-McLean
Children’s Center; Pepco
and Mentors Inc.; Sprint
Nextel and the Character
Education Partnership;
and Combined Properties
and Our Daily Bread of
Fairfax.

Also Linder & Associates
and Horton’s Kids; the
Kiehl’s store in Georgetown
and Potomac Riverkeeper;
Wilkie Farr & Gallagher
and A Greater Washington
Field of Dreams; Ernst &
Young and Phillips
Programs for Children and
Families; Waiter on the
Way and Stepping Stones
Shelter; Corporate
Executive Board and
Ashoka; and Beazer Homes
and HomeAid Northern
Virginia.

CrisisLink was able to
double its capacity thanks
to the Virginia Hospital
Center, which donated
office space, and Jack Bays,
a construction firm that
helped to renovate it.

One of my favorite non-
profits is DC Scores, which
somehow manages to com-
bine soccer, poetry and
service in a successful pro-
gram for elementary- and
middle-school students
here. Stephen Harrell,
owner of Bicycle Stations,
also likes the program — so

ed 300 bicycles to the
“Bikes for Tykes’’ program
for children of local mili-
tary families in need.
Because of a cut in city
funding, it looked as if
there would be no per-

with Fairfax County
Schools and Junior

Achievement. formance of the

One of the best ways for =~ Nutcracker this year by the
companies to give back is Washington Ballet at
through in-kind services, = THEARC here.
and Capital One has come That’s when developer
up with a creative new Chris Smith of William C.

online system to connect
its employees with non-
profits. At last count, the

Smith & Co. stepped in to
fill the $50,000 gap, mak-
ing a generous donation

fairies made it to Anacostia
after all.

To those who helped in
compiling this catalog of
corporate philanthropy,
many thanks.

To the many businesses
whose generosity was
overlooked, please accept
my apologies. And to all of
you, dear readers, best
wishes for a joyous holiday
and a more prosperous new
year.

Steven Pearlstein writes

program was generating himself, hitting up friends = about economic and
about 3,000 hours ayear in and recruiting FedEx as a financial market news for
free services. sponsor. The sugar plum the Washington Post.

As pro bono goes, how-
ever, it would be hard to PAID ADVERTISEMENT

beat Latham & Watkins,
which over the last year has
assigned 90 attorneys and
22 staff to spend thousands
of hours on a project for
Appleseed, the social
action network, studying
the operational problems
at the U.S. Immigration
Court and recommending
solutions. That works out
to more than $5 million in
unbilled hours.

Other examples of in-
kind donations include the
grounds upkeep Brickman
does for the Howard
County (Md.)
Conservancy; the video
production provided by
RP3 Agency for the
Washington Area Women’s
Foundation; the legal
advice provided by DLA
Piper for Bread for the
City’s new addition; the
boat that Potomac
Riverboat donated to
Potomac Riverkeeper for
its annual gala; and the
roof provided by Dryhome
Roofing and Siding this
year for the Hebron
Women and Children’s
Shelter.

The holidays would not
be the holidays without toy
drives, secret Santas and
turkey giveaways too
numerous to mention. In
the same spirit, employees

Sound ldeas in Uncertain Times

Balanced
Approach

My friend Ben’s cheesecake is the signature
plate of his restaurant and draws quite a

crowd. While | have enjoyed my share of this
dessert, serious problems would result if it be-
came my sole source of nutrition. Predicaments
can also result for individuals that trust solely in
the group term life insurance coverage provided
by their employer. In matters of diet and finance,
wisdom often lies in a balanced approach.

Group term life insurance has many reasons
for recommendation. It is offered to employees
by their employer at little or no cost. This type of coverage often does
not require a health exam or rigorous inspection of the applicant’s
background to determine eligibility for coverage. Significant sums

of life insurance coverage often can be attained using this product.
Initially, it appears that this type of policy provides superior coverage
at a measurable price advantage. But, let’s look a little closer.

How is it possible for the insurance provider to apparently disregard
the health history of the applicant when accepting the risk of covering
this life? While the method for eliminating higher risk applicants for
this type of coverage is not immediately obvious, it does occur. The
insurer usually forgoes the health exam and background check, which
are the traditional forms of underwriting. But this coverage is only
offered to someone that is young enough and healthy enough to be
gainfully employed. The ability to show up for work and put in a mean-
ingful day of labor is the alternative approach to achieve the results
traditionally reached by underwriting.

This key piece of information is instructional in understanding the
major weakness of group term coverage. Once the insured becomes
too old or too ill to work, he usually is no longer covered by the em-
ployer’s policy. In essence, as the risk of mortality increases the cover-
age lapses. In an uncertain job market, it is important to realize that
an employer’s group term policy does not offer any coverage to the
individual who is between jobs. Not all employers provide this benefit,

Terry R. Downs*

stepped up with themen  relationship with D.C!s much so that his company of Perdue Farms in thus a job transition could leave you uninsured.
and materials to complete  Bread for the City this year donated a new bike for one Salisbury, Md., have a tra- , ) ) , L i
the project. with its pledge of boy and one girl ineach of  dition of cleaning and dec- | 1"atis why | advise having a whole life or term life insurance policy

as the primary source of life insurance coverage. This approach pro-
vides an individual protection for the duration of the contract and is
not interrupted by unemployment or deteriorating health. It has been
a source of personal satisfaction to assure clients in declining health,
that the coverage they have enforce will still be in place on the date

While the indefatigable
Joe Robert gets most of the
credit for creating and
sustaining “Fight Night,”’

$100,000 — that on top of
legal advice, a clothing
drive and 1,250 pounds of
just-picked apples.

the 23 schools participat -

ing in the program.
Capital One stepped up

its commitment to finan-

orating some of their
trucks each December and
driving to the Holly Center
to give the disabled resi-

Joe will be the first to tell And I'd be remiss if I cial literacy this year witha dents aride on a “big rig.’ their heirs will need it most. This is especially true when the applicant
you that there is a ton of didn’t mention the part- five-year, $2.5 million And in cooperation with is covered by whole life. But, either a term life or whole life policy can
corporate support behind  nerships between CGI commitment tobuildand  the USO, employees at BAE | provide an essential foundation for protecting your loved ones.

his Fight for Children.
This year, none was more

Federal and the Catalogue
for Philanthropy; Security

run a financial education
center in collaboration

Systems in Reston, Va.,
once again this year donat -

Because of the earlier mentioned benefits, group term coverage of-

important than that from
Geico, which volunteered
to take the lead in putting
on a first-ever golf tourna-
ment for the benefit of the
nonprofit. The insurer not
only came up with a
$125,000 check and a team
of volunteer organizers for
the October event at the
TPC Potomac (Md.) at
Avenel Farm, but corralled
General Electric, Pepco
and PNC to serve as co-
SpOonsors.

And while we’re on the
subject of sport, I should
mention NII Holdings,
which for the second year
sponsored a golf tourna-
ment that this year raised
$100,000 for Reston
Interfaith; local Hooters
franchisees who raised
$18,000 for the Autism
Society of Northern
Virginia through their golf
tourney; and Acumen
Solutions, which for the
last three years has spon-
sored aroad race in
November that this year
raised $35,000 for 13 char-
ities.

As it has opened more
stores in the region,
Walmart has noticeably
increased its philanthropic
presence, particularly in
fighting hunger and
homelessness. Since May,
its Gaithersburg and
Waldorf stores in
Maryland have donated all
their leftover produce,
meat, dairy and bakery
products to the Capital
Area Food Bank. Walmart
also donated $200,000

Storage and the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society;
NBC Universal and the
Sitar Arts Center; KPMG
and First Book;
PricewaterhouseCoopers
and Martha’s Table; REI
stores and Nature Rocks;
Pyramid Systems and the
American Red Cross;
CapitalSource and
Arlington’s Doorways for
Women and Families; and
Deloitte and the Capital

Through Jan. 14

THURSDAY, JAN 14, 6:00Pm
Liquidation Auction, Burley
Crazy Dave’s Emproium is liquidating
their entire inventory to make room for
new stock. 811 Albion,Burley
FAST LINE AUCTIONS
www.fastlineauctions.com

AUCTION SALES REP
Jill Hollon 735-3222 « E-mail:
jhollon@magicvalley.com

To find out more, click Auctions
on www.magicvalley.com

fered by an employer can play a valuable role in your personal finance.
Imagine that we are dining at the Fire 10 Grill. You will notice that

only after eating a balanced main course that | order the cheesecake.
Likewise, group term makes best sense when it is in addition to a
personalized life insurance program. You are welcome to contact my
office for more insight into your existing life insurance coverage.

Securities offered through MWA Financial Services, Inc., a wholly
owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America, 1701 1st
Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201 (309)558-3100. Member: FINRA, SIPC

Terry Downs is a Financial Representative with Modern Woodmen
of America. He can be reached at (208) 316-2244 or
terry.r.downs@mwarep.org

Your

1411 Falls Avenue East * Suite 115 - Twin Falls - 733-8800

ANK OF
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Carl J. Williams

BURLEY — Carl John
Williams, age 88, of Logan,
Utah, and formerly of the
Mini-Cassia area, passed
away peacefully on
Wednesday, Dec. 23,2009, at
Sunshine Terrace in Logan.

Carl was born on Oct. 26,
1921, in Pocatello, where he
was raised and received his
education. He developed a
solid work ethic as a very
young child and wanted for
nothing in spite of the eco-
nomic times. He met his
future wife, Dona Waters, in
a typing class in high school
and they were married in
1942. His formal education
was in mechanical engineer -
ing, which benefitted him
and others throughout his
life in the military, hardware
business, farming and man-
ufacturing.

His World War II experi-
ence as head of a mainte-
nance depot in Southern
California, and as a test pilot,
advanced him to the rank of
major. He was a very patriot-
ic citizen and maintained
communication with his
political ~ representatives
throughout his life.

He brought his family to
Rupert to homestead on the
North Side Project in 1954.
He was an active member of
the LDS Church, where he
served as a bishop. He held
many positions of leadership
as well as being an excellent
teacher. He was well-read
and outspoken about the
subjects he studied.

He spent his years after
retirement in Logan, Utah.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Heber Walden
Williams and Josephine
Florence Elizabeth (Hirsch-
vogel) Williams; one brother,
George; and a sister, Laura.

He is survived by his wife,
Dona of Logan, Utah; a
younger brother, Howard
Walden Williams of Salt Lake
City, Utah; two daughters
and five sons, Janice Pierson
of Burley, Carl John Williams

IT (Pamela) of Victor, Nancy
(Gary) Griffin of Millville,
Utah, Stephen Williams of
Idaho Falls, Kim Williams of

Burley, David (Lynne)
Williams of Idaho Falls and
Michael (Shawna) Williams
of Buckeye, Arizona. He is
also survived by a posterity of
37 grandchildren and 40
great-grandchildren.

The family expresses our
gratitude for the kind and
compassionate care rendered
to Carl by the staff at
Sunshine Terrace in Logan.
We are also grateful to
Rasmussen Funeral Home
and members of the Burley
1st Ward (where Carl was a
member) for their service to
the family at this time.

The funeral will be held at
1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 28, at
the Burley LDS West Stake
Center, 2420 Parke Ave.,
with Bishop Dan Alvey offi-
ciating. Military rites will be
provided by the Mini-Cassia
Veterans and Auxiliary.
Burial will be in the Rupert
Cemetery. Friends may call
from 11:30 a.m. until 12:45
p-m. Monday at the church.
Arrangements are under the
direction of the Rasmussen
Funeral Home of Burley.

Lyla R. Henage

BOISE — Lyla R. Henage
passed away Tuesday, Dec.
22,2009, in Boise, Idaho, at
the age of 86.

She was born Lyla Rachel
Oliver on Jan. 26, 1923, in
Paul, Idaho. She married
Fred Henage on March 7,
1041, at Camp Murray,
Wash. She was a loving
mother to their four chil-
dren, Lyle, Diane, Carole and
Jeffrey. The family led a typ-
ical Army life in the 1940s
and 1950s and traveled to the
Aleutian Islands, Germany,
New Jersey, California,
Texas, and back to Germany
until Fred retired shortly
after Jeff’s birth in 1960. Lyla
bravely made the best of all
the packing, moving, mak-
ing new friends and helping
the children regain the nor-
malcy of home in each new
place. Lyla and Fred settled
in Lakewood, Wash., for
seven years and then built
their dream home in the
woods of Olympia, Wash.
She enjoyed camping, bowl-
ing, gardening, pinochle
parties with friends, and tole
painting.

Fred passed away in 1999.
Lyla moved to Boise in the
summer of 2006 and died
after several years in care for

SERVICES

severe dementia.

She is survived by her sis-
ter, Naida Melby; brothers,
Richard and Lamont Oliver;
her children, Lyle Henage of
Dallas, Diane Adair (happily
on the road in her fifth
wheel), Jeffrey Henage and
Carole Skinner of Boise; two
granddaughters, Jennifer
Henage and Hayley Skinner
Brown,; as well as many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.

There will be a viewing for
Lyla from 5 to 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 28, at
Summers Funeral Homes,
1205 W. Bannock St. in
Boise. The funeral will be at
11 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29, at
Summers Funeral Homes in
Boise. Lyla will be buried at
Mills and Mills Memorial
Park in Tumwater, Wash.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials are suggested to Friends
in Action, P.O. Box 1516,
Boise, D 83701,
www.FIABoise.org.

Wilma Irene Baillergeon
of Twin Falls, celebration of
life memorial service at 10
a.m. Monday at Reynolds
Funeral Chapel, 2466
Addison Ave. E. in Twin
Falls.

Lloyd William Smith of
Twin Falls, celebration of life
at 11 a.m. Monday at Parke’s
Magic Valley Funeral Home,
2551 Kimberly Road in Twin
Falls.

Callahan Jay May of Paul,
funeral at 11 a.m. Monday at
the Emerson LDS 2nd Ward
Chapel, 127 S. 950 W. in
Paul; visitation from 6 to 8
p.m. today at the Hansen
Mortuary Rupert Chapel,
710 Sixth St., and 10 to 11
a.m. Monday at the church.

Shirley May Braun of
Burley, funeral at 2 p.m.
Monday at the Burley LDS
4th Ward Chapel, 515 E. 16th
St. in Burley; visitation from
6 to 8 p.m. today at the
Hansen-Payne Mortuary,

321 E. Main in Burley, and 1to
2 p.m. Monday at the
church.

Gary P. Frisby of Twin
Falls, service of remem-
brance at 3:30 p.m. Monday
at Parke’s Magic Valley
Funeral Home, 2551
Kimberly Road in Twin Falls.

Lenora Blakeslee Richards
of Jerome and formerly of
Filer, memorial service at 11
a.m. Tuesday at White
Mortuary in Twin Falls.

David Palmer of Burley,
funeral at 1 p.m. Tuesday at
the River 4th Ward Chapel in
South Jordan, Utah; visita-
tion from noon to 12:45 p.m.
Tuesday at the church
(Morrison Funeral Home
and Crematory).

Lisa Louise Spencer-
Culver of Twin Falls, service
of remembrance at 2 p.m.
Tuesday at Parke’s Magic
Valley Funeral Home, 2551
Kimberly Road in Twin Falls.

Betty Jane Helms

Betty Jane Helms,
beloved mom,
grandmother and
great-grandmother,
left this world in the
loving and gracious
arms of our Lord
Jesus Christ on
Wednesday, Dec. 23,
2009.

Betty was born Feb. 27,
1928, in Joplin, Mo., to Olin
Leon and Velma Marie
LaMaster. Betty lived and
spent her life in La Plata, Mo.
She moved to Chicago, IIL., in
1955 to reunite with her
mother. She met and married
her soul mate, Ray Burton
Isacc Helms. Betty and Ray
were the proud parents of
Sharon Rae, born October
1956, and older brother, Ricky
Wayne, born September
1954. Betty and Ray returned
to Burley, Idaho, in 1960,
where their life was lived.
Christopher Leon joined this
family in August 1963.

Betty was preceded in
death by her parents; her lov-
ing husband; her oldest son,
Rick; and great-grandson,
Josiah Jenner Beers. Survivors
include her daughter, Sharon
(Mike) Sullivan of Twin Falls;
son, Christopher (Melanie)
Helms of Spokane, Wash.;
grandson, Jud (Tamara)

DuWayne ‘Rosy

FILER — DuWayne “Rosy”
George Rosenof, 80, of Filer,
Idaho, passed away Thursday,
Dec. 24,2000.

DuWayne was born Nov. 8,
1929, and was raised in
Greeley, Colo., and Rock
Springs, Wyo. He later moved
to Twin Falls, Idaho, where he
graduated from Twin Falls
High School. He served in the
Idaho National Guard,
worked as a Nalleys represen-
tative and later as a car sales-
man until his retirement. He
married Eleanor Reichert on
April 17,1966, in Elko, Nev.

DuWayne loved camping,
fishing and crossword puz-
zles. He was an avid fan of pro
football and the BSU Broncos.

He was preceded in death

Harmon of Twin
Falls; granddaughter,
Melanie (Ben) Beers
of Redding, Calif.;
extended grandkids,
Will Murphy of
Idaho Falls, Vanessa
(Darren) Baker of
Heyburn, Erin
Sullivan (David) Miller of
Buhl, Idaho; and great-
grandkids include Abigail and
Isaac Harmon, Caleb and
Gracie  Beers, Keegan
Murphy, Mikel and Bobbie
Baker, and Lydia and Wyatt
Miller.

A celebration of Betty’s life
will be held at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 30, at
Reynolds Funeral Chapel,
2466 Addison Ave. E. in Twin
Falls. Burial will follow at 2
p-m. at the Gem Memorial
Gardens in Burley, Idaho. A
viewing for family and
friends will be held from 5 to
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29, at
Reynolds Funeral Chapel in
Twin Falls.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly suggests a memorial to the
charity of your choosing in
Betty’s honor. Contributions
may be given to funeral
chapel staff or mailed to
Reynolds Funeral Chapel,
P.O. Box 1142, Twin Falls, ID
83303.

George Rosenof

by his parents; a son, Greg
Rosenof; and a granddaugh-
ter, Amber Rosenof. He is
survived by his wife, Eleanor
Rosenof of Filer; daughter,
Kay (Todd) Wright of Twin
Falls; stepdaughters, Teri
(Ron) Moody of Twin Falls
and Lisa (Rusty) Kennedy of
Salmon; five grandchildren
and four great-grandchil-
dren; and his brother, Bill
(Aloa) Rosenof of Twin Falls;
and his sister, LaVerna
Simons of Twin Falls.

A memorial service will be
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 29, at White Mortuary,
“Chapel by the Park?” In lieu
of flowers, contributions may
be made in DuWayne’s name
to the CSI Foundation.

Edith Clark Robertson

Edith Clark Robertson, a
civic leader and daughter of
Twin Falls pioneers, died
Sunday, Dec. 20,2009, in the
log house that she built with
her husband, Thomas
Macon (Tim) Robertson Jr.,
in the 1930s. She was 92.

Edith was born in Twin
Falls on May 27, 1917. Her
parents, David F. and Nellie
B. Clark, came to Twin Falls
in 1903 and were among the
first residents of the Twin
Falls tract. As an elementary
school student living on a
farm southeast of town,
Edith rode the horse-drawn
school wagon to Bickel
School. In 1935, she graduat-
ed from Twin Falls High
School, where she was active
in drama and played on the
women’s basketball team.
She attended Colorado
Women’s College and the
University of California,
Berkeley, returning to Twin
Falls as a legal secretary for
attorney Tim Robertson,
whom she married in 1940.

Edith was active in com-
munity affairs. She served as
president of the League of
Women Voters, chaired the
Board of the Magic Valley
Regional Medical Center
Foundation, and for many
years, helped to coordinate
the UNICEF Christmas card
project. Particularly impor-
tant to her was her member-
ship in the Episcopal Church
of the Ascension, where she
served on the Vestry, direct-
ed the children’s choir, and
was senior warden and
director of the Altar Guild.

A great lover of the out-
doors, Edith (“Punkin”) was
introduced to the Sawtooth
wilderness at an early age.
Every summer her family
made the slow, two-day
journey by Model T Ford to
the Stanley Basin, stopping
for breakfast in the desert
outside of Shoshone, camp-
ing out for the night in
Hailey, and taking the old
gravel road over the Galena
summit. In the early years
their destination was Petit
Lake, where her father built a
cabin in the 1920s. Later it
was to nearby land that
became the Clark-Miller
Ranch, for some years run as
guest ranch by Edith’s sister,
Isabelle Miller. As a young
girl, Edith rode her horse

across the valley to Obsidian
to collect the mail and often
accompanied her father on
fishing trips to the high lakes.
Later, she and Tim enjoyed
extended pack trips on the
mountain trails. As her fami-
ly grew, she drew children,
grandchildren and then
great-grandchildren to the
ranch each summer, passing
along her pioneer values of
hard work, self-reliance, and
good cheer in the face of
adversity. On her Twin Falls
acreage, protected by a clas-
sic University of Idaho-
designed windbreak that
Edith and her husband
planted, she kept horses,
raised fruits and vegetables,
and tended a spectacular
flower garden. Frequently
her extended family gathered
from around the country and
the world to spend time with
her there. She also opened
the acreage to her Episcopal
Church fellowship for
retreats and their annual pic-
nic.

Edith was an avid reader
and throughout her life was
always open to new ideas.
She was stimulated by litera-
ture, current events and good
conversation. Her view of
the world was shaped by
these things but was always
informed by her generous
and giving spirit. She was a
lifelong contributor to the
Twin Falls Community
Concert series, supported
the Magic Valley Symphony,
and was a proud donor to the
Southern Poverty Law
Center.

Edith was preceded in
death by a daughter, Jean
Meredith Robertson; her
husband, Tim; her brother,
Frank Clark; and her sister,
Isabelle Miller. She is sur-
vived by her daughter, Mary
Robertson Page; two sons,
Thomas M Robertson IT and
Jack Clark Robertson; a
favorite nephew, David L.
Miller; seven grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan.
9, at the Episcopal Church of
the Ascension in Twin Falls.
In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be
made to the Episcopal
Church of the Ascension or
St. Luke’s Magic Valley
Medical Center Foundation.

Charles Willis Tennant

COLORADO SPRINGS,
Colo. — Charles Willis
Tennant, 90, passed away
peacefully at home on
Saturday, Dec. 19, 2009, in
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Born in Aberdeen, Idaho,
onDec. 31,1918, to Joseph and
Appie Tennant, he and his
family moved to Declo in
1926, where he graduated
from high school in 1936. He
married Mary Louise Richins
on Feb. 21, 1945, in Salt Lake
City, Utah. Charles was a
member of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

Charles became a decorat -
ed fighter pilot in the South
Pacific during World War II.
He had a successful 30-year
career in the U.S. Air Force
and retired in 1970 with the
rank of colonel. After military
retirement, Charles worked in
administration at Widefield
School District 3. He was
respected for his integrity, his
kindness, and his business
acumen. An avid golfer, fish-
erman and hunter, Charles
loved spending time at their
mountain home and watch-
ing sports with Louise.

DEATH NOTICES

Mostly, Charles loved and
enjoyed his family. Louise, his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren were his
greatest joy. Charles, Dad,
Grandpa and Papa Charles -
we love you and will miss you!

Surviving is his wife of 64
years, Mary Louise Tennant;
children, Michael B. Tennant
of Salida, Timothy R.
Tennant (wife, Lynn) of
Westminster and Cynthia L.
Gardner (husband, Kimball)
of Colorado Springs; nine
grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; and sisters,
Gladys Darrington, Betty
Gallacher and Iris Barton. He
was preceded in death by his
brother, Max; and sisters,
Dorothy, Marion and Inez.

The funeral will be held at
11 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29, at
the Broadmoor LDS Church,
150 Pine Ave.,, (Old
Broadmoor and Pine). The
viewing will be prior to the
service at 9:30 a.m. at the
church. Interment at Fairview
Cemetery in Salida, Colo.

Inlieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to
Hospice, 825 E. Pikes Peak
Ave., 80903.

Virgil W. Hampton
GOODING — Virgil
William Hampton, 82, of
Gooding, died Thursday,
Dec. 24,2009, at his home.
A memorial service will be
held at 2 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 30, at Demaray Funeral
Service, Gooding Chapel.

Byron D. Richards

JEROME — Byron D.
Richards, 50, of Jerome, died
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2009, in
Las Vegas, Nev.

A private memorial will be
held (Farnsworth Mortuary
of Jerome).

Terresa Stallings

HANSEN — Terresa ]J.
Stallings, 45, of Hansen, died
Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2009,
at her home.

Arrangements will be
announced by  White
Mortuary in Twin Falls.

Emery E. Winks

BURLEY — Emery Earl
Winks, 86, of Burley, died
Friday, Dec. 25, 2009, at his
home. Arrangements will be
announced by Rasmussen
Funeral Home of Burley.

David Schwendiman

BURLEY — David Lee
Schwendiman, 60, of Burley,
died Saturday, Dec. 26,
2009, at Cassia Regional
Medical Center in Burley.

Arrangements will be
announced by Rasmussen
Funeral Home of Burley.

Helen McVey

BOISE — Helen McVey,
90, of Boise, died Saturday,
Dec. 26,2009, at alocal care
center.

Arrangements will be

announced by Summers
Funeral
Chapel.

Homes, Ustick

208-733-0991
www.serenityfuneralchapel.com

208-735-0011

2551 Kimberly Rd.
Twin Falls, ID 83301

Locally owned by
Mike & Qatherine Parke

| LEE’S MONUMENTS AND ROCK ART, LLC
 “WHERE COMPASSION BEGINS
AND GREED ENDS” "

(208) 733-3566

““POINTS TO CONSIDER BEFORE
PURCHASING YOUR MEMORIAL
* Jim Lee received his training through, and worked for, Jellison
Madland Memorial the last 27 years of their 100 years in busi-
ness. * Now, with over 30 years experience, he is definitely a
qualified memorial dealer. * Appointments are made to pro-
vide you the privacy and time to pick the right memorial and
the perfect personalized design. * Since we are an independent
LOCAL memorial dealer, we can meet or beat any reason-
able price in Southern Idaho. * We own our own shop and do
our own work. Unless a funeral home owns and operates its
own monument shop your memorial will be ordered from and
completed by someone over 100 miles away and delivered by
someone out of the area. We do not sell to, through, or for
funeral homes. ¢ You do not have to buy a memorial through
a funeral home. * You have the right to buy from whomever
you choose at whatever time you choose. * The time to pick
and design a memorial is NOT when suffering loss or mak-
ing funeral arrangements. * Take time to regroup and start the
healing process before planning the memorial that will honor
the one you've lost. Our prices include ALL lettering on your
memorial, front and back, delivery, and concrete in most local
cemeteries. * We charge $100 for final death dates if ordered
through us instead of a funeral home.
We commend Sunset Memorial Park and most
other area cemeteries for their professionalism
and cemetery maintenance.
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Jeffrey B.

GOODING — Jeffrey B.
Straub Sr., airman of the
Idaho Air Guard, died in the
early morning hours of
Saturday, Dec. 19, 2009, in
his home.

Jeff is survived by this lov-
ing  family, children,
Johnathan, Jade, Owen and
Tytus; stepchildren, Seryn
and Leif; wife, Brandi; ex-
wife, Aletia; parents, James
and Linda Straub; siblings,
Lauren (Travis), James
(Sarah), Lindsay (Del), Josh
(Amy); and many nieces and
nephews. He will be deeply
missed by all who knew and
loved him. Jeff was preceded
in death by his maternal and
paternal grandparents.

Jeff arrived in the world
the same way he lived his
life, unexpectedly and with-
out apology. Jeff was born 10
weeks premature at home on
Feb. 11, 1971. From that time,
there was never a dull
moment in the Straub
household. Jeff was a preco-
cious toddler, an energetic
child, and a spirited teenag-
er. Jeff married Aletia on
Aug. 7, 1993, in Challis
Idaho. During their 10 year
union, they were blessed
with two beautiful boys,
Johnathan and Jade. Jeff
became a Level 1 Reserve
Officer with the Moscow
Police Department and con-
tinued to volunteer for the
Challis Police Department.
He worked at Thompson
Creek Mine for six years and
was a Basic EMT with the
Challis Volunteer Ambu-
lance for four years.

Jeff and Brandi married on
June 24, 2004, in Las Vegas,

Straub Sr.

Nev. Jeff was then immedi-
ately deployed with the Idaho
Army National Guard 2-116th
Cavalry Brigade in support of
Operation Iraqgi Freedom dur -
ing which he earned an
Overseas Service Ribbon, a
Global War on Terrorism
Medal, Iraqi Campaign
Medal, Army Good Conduct
Medal, Army  Reserve
Component Achievement
Medal, Idaho Service Ribbon
and Combat Action Badge.

Jeff returned from his 18
month deployment to meet
his 1-year-old son, Owen,
who immediately became
his constant companion.
Tytus joined the family a
short time later and imme-
diately joined Jeff’s fan club.
Jeff transferred to the Idaho
Air Guard in July of 2007,
where he earned the Idaho
Adjutant General Outstand-
ing Unit Citation. Jeff’s final
days were filled with work as
a United Oil delivery driver
and being the primary care-
giver to his children, while
Brandi completed her
advanced degree. Jeff will
always be remembered as a
wonderful cook. His smile
and quick wit will be missed
by all who knew him.

The funeral will be held at
12:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29,
at Gowen Field Chapel in
Boise. Interment will follow
at 3 p.m. at the Idaho
Veterans Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, the family has
requested that donations be
made in Jeff’s name to the
Suicide Prevention Action
Network of Idaho at
www.spanidaho.com or to
the Custer County EMS.

Singer-Songwriter
Vic Chesnutt, 45,
dies after overdose

By Claire Noland

Los Angeles Times

Vic Chesnutt, a singer-
songwriter of spare, idiosyn-
cratic folk songs tinged with
melancholy, died Christmas
Day in Athens, Ga., after an
intentional overdose of pre-
scription muscle relaxants, a
family spokesman said. He
was 45.

Chesnutt had been admit-
ted to Athens Regional
Medical Center on
Wednesday and died sur-
rounded by “devastated”
friends and family, according
to Jem Cohen, a filmmaker
and friend who produced
Chesnutt’s 2007 album
“North Star Deserter.’

“This is not a story of a
rock star being on heroin or
even drinking themselves
down,’ Cohen said Friday in
an interview with the Los
Angeles Times. “The real
story here is about a someone
who struggled against amaz-
ingly difficult odds for many
years and managed to tran-
scend those odds with almost
unparalleled productivity
and creativity and power in
his work?”’

Paralyzed after a 1983 sin-
gle-car accident when he was
driving drunk at age 18,
Chesnutt had limited use of

his arms and hands but still
carved out a career as a song-
writer, singer and guitarist.
He was discovered in the late
19080s by REM frontman
Michael Stipe, who champi-
oned his early recordings, and
he won over music critics and
fellow musicians with his
darkly humorous songs.

Chesnutt tackled death
and mortality head on in his
lyrics, as in “It Is What It Is)’
from his new album “At the
Cut””: “I don’t worship any-
thing, not gods that don’t
exist / I love my ancestors,
but not ritually / I don’t need
stone altars to hedge my bet
against the looming black-
ness / that is what it is”’

In recent interviews he
contemplated the challenges
he faced as a wheelchair-
bound paraplegic with inade-
quate health insurance and
mounting medical bills.

“T'mnot too eloquent talk-
ing about these things,’
Chesnutt told the Times ear-
lier this month. “I was mak-
ing payments, but I can’t
anymore and I really have no
idea what I'm going to do. It
seems absurd they can charge
this much. When I think
about all this, it gets me so
furious. I could die tomorrow
because of other operations I
need that I can’t afford”’

Modern Woodmen

Touching lives. Securing futures.®

learn more.

Don’t worry about
low CD interest rates

Discover a sensible alternative — the safe, secure,
tax-deferred benefits of fixed annuities. Your
Modern Woodmen representative can help you
choose the right product for you.

Modern Woodmen of America offers financial
products and fraternal benefits. Call today to

Terry Downs* FICF

208 Ranch View West
Jerome, 1D 83338
208-316-2244
Terry.R.Downs@mwarep.org

modern-woodmen.org

*Registered representative. Securities offered through MWA Financial Services Inc,,
awholly owned subsidiary of Modern Woodmen of America, 1701 Tst Avenue,
Rock Island, IL 61201, 309-558-3100. Member: FINRA, SIPC.
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Nigerian charged in airliner attack

By Larry Margasak
and Corey Wifliams
Associated Press writers

DETROIT — A 23-year-
old Nigerian man who
claimed ties to al-Qaida was
charged Saturday with trying
to destroy a Detroit-bound
airliner, just amonth after his
father warned U.S. officials
of concerns about his son’s
religious beliefs.

The suspect claimed to
have received training and
instructions from al-Qaida
operatives in Yemen, a law
enforcement official said on
the condition of anonymity
because the investigation is
ongoing.

Aides to President Obama
are pondering how terror
watch lists are used after the
botched attack, according to
officials who described the
discussions Saturday on the
condition of anonymity so as
not to pre-empt possible
official announcements.

Rep. Jane Harman, D-
Calif., chairman of a House
Homeland Security sub-
committee, said there were
“strong suggestions of a
Yemen-al Qaida connection
and an intent to blow up the
plane over U.S. airspace.’
Several officials said they
have yet to see independent
confirmation.

Some airline passengers
traveling Saturday felt the
consequences of the fright-
ening Christmas Day attack.
They were told that new U.S.
regulations prevented them
from leaving their seats
beginning an hour before
landing.

Suspect charged

in airliner attack
Umar Farouk Abdul Mutallab,

the suspect in the disturbance
aboard Northwest Airlines Flight
253, was charged with trying to
blow up a plane in a federal
court in Detroit, Saturday.
Preliminary analysis of the device
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NOTE: Approximate route

used by Mutallab shows that it

contains pentaerythritrol tetranitrate (PETN), which is a colorless,

crystalline material that is generall
with water. It is less sensitive than

Airbus A330 cabin layout :

y stored and shipped as a mixture
nitroglycerin but is easily detonated.

-+ Area of incident
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513,700
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Flight range 5,650 nm
bs.

bs. Drawing is schematic.

SOURCES: Northwest Airlines; Airbus, Encyclopedia Britanica

The Justice Department
charged that Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab  willfully
attempted to destroy or
wreck an aircraft; and that he
placed a destructive device in
the plane.

U.S. District Judge Paul
Borman read Abdulmutallab
the charges in a conference
room at the University of
Michigan Medical Center in
Ann Arbor, Mich. where he is
being treated for burns.

An affidavit said he had a
device containing a high
explosive attached to his
body. The affidavit said that
as Northwest Flight 253
descended toward Detroit
Metropolitan Airport,
Abdulmutallab set off the
device — sparking a fire
instead of an explosion.

According to the affidavit
filed in U.S. District Court in

AF

Detroit, a preliminary analy-
sis of the device showed it
contained PETN, a high
explosive also known as pen-
taerythritol.

This was the same materi-
al convicted shoe bomber
Richard Reid used when he
tried to destroy a trans-
Atlantic flight in 2001 with
explosives hidden in his
shoes.

PETN is often used in mil-
itary explosives and found
inside blasting caps. But ter-
rorists like it because it’s
small and powerful.

FBI agents recovered what
appeared to be the remnants
of a liquid-filled syringe,
believed to have been part of

the explosive device, from
the vicinity of
Abdulmutallab’s seat.

U.S. authorities told The
Associated Press that in

November, his father went to
the U.S. embassy in Abuja,
Nigeria, to discuss his con-
cerns about his son’s reli-
gious beliefs.

One government official
said the father did not have
any specific information that
would put his son on the
“no-fly list” or on the list for
additional security checks at
the airport.

Nor was the information
sufficient to revoke his visa
to visit the United States.
His visa had been granted
June 2008 and was valid
through June 2010. Officials
spoke on condition of
anonymity because neither
was authorized to speak to
the media.

The suspect smiled when
he was wheeled into the hos-
pital conference room. He
had a bandage on his left
thumb and right wrist, and
part of the skin on the thumb
was burned off.

He was wearing a light
green hospital robe and blue
hospital socks. The judge sat
at the far end of a 10-foot
table, the suspect at the
other end.

Judge Borman asked the
defendant if he was pro-
nouncing his name correctly.

Abdulmutallab respond-
ed, in English. “Yes, that’s
fine” The judge asked
Abdulmutallab if he under-
stood the charges against

him. He responded in
English: “Yes, 1 do.’
The judge said the suspect

would be assigned a public
defender and set a detention
hearing for Jan. 8. The hear-
ing lasted 20 minutes.

Failed attack raises new security concerns

By Devlin Barrett

Associated Press writer

WASHINGTON — U.S.
counterterrorism officials
are scrambling to assess a
potential new threat from an
explosive mixture that evad-
ed detection aboard a
Detroit-bound airliner but
failed to bring down the
plane.

Multiple law enforcement
officials said the suspected
attacker — identified as a
Nigerian man named Umar
Farouk Abdul Mutallab —
claimed to have acted on
instructions from al-Qaida
to detonate the explosive
device over U.S. soil. The law
enforcement officials spoke
on condition of anonymity
because they were not
authorized to discuss the
case.

The law enforcement offi-
cials cautioned that such
claims could not be verified
immediately, and said the
man may have been acting
independently — inspired
but not specifically trained

or ordered by terror groups.

One law enforcement
official, also speaking on
condition of anonymity in
order to discuss the case,
said Mutallab’s name had
surfaced earlier on at least
one U.S. intelligence data-
base, but not to the extent
that he was placed on a
watch list or a no-fly list.

As investigators try to
determine the veracity of
his claims, they also want to
figure out exactly how the
explosive device was made
— and how much of a
broader threat it may pose
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The family of

_ Max Facer /
A" wishes to express our sincere thanks and o

ed

appreciation to all of our friends, neighbors,
and relatives for the cards, ﬂowers, food,

i

j;'r. visits, and all other acts of kindness that were .1'1

Police enter
the basement
of a building in
London,
Saturday. The
search was
reportedly
linked to
Friday's
attempted ter-
rorist attack.

AP photo

to air security.

In 2006, investigators in
London uncovered a plot to
use liquid-based explosives
disguised in drink bottles to
blow up airliners. The case
prompted new restrictions
on passengers carrying bev-
erages or other liquids.

Now investigators are try-
ing to determine whether

the rules need to be tight-
ened again, concerned that
the components of the
explosive device were smug-
gled onto the plane despite
technological advances in
screening and detection.

“It raises some serious
questions, such as how was
this person able to bring an
explosive substance aboard a
commercial airliner?”’ said
Sen. Susan Collins of Maine,
the senior Republican on the
Senate Homeland Security
Committee.

Law enforcement officials
said the man appeared badly
burned on his legs, indicat-
ing the explosive was
strapped there. The compo-
nents apparently were mixed
in flight and included a pow-
dery substance, multiple law
enforcement and countert-
errorism officials said.

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPERS®
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* Ask about our FREE installation for Emergency

Response system
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Housekeeping — Medication Reminders — Transportation
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‘l Maaic Valle Daryl G. Ficklin, DO

9 y Internal Medicine

Twin Falls

Dr. Daryl Ficklin is joining St. Luke’s Clinic — Internal
Medicine, providing comprehensive care for adult patients.
Dr. Ficklin attended Western University of Health Sciences

in Pomona, California and completed his residency at the
University of Nevada School of Medicine. He joins St. Luke’s
from his private practice in Henderson, Nevada.

Dr. Ficklin is accepting new patients at:
St. Luke’s Clinic — Internal Medicine
660 Shoshone Street East, Suite 130

To schedule an appointment, please call 732-3400.

stlukesonline.org




Business 6 Sunday, December 27,2009

WEATHER/NATION/WORLD

Times-News, Twin Falls, Idaho

BURLEY/RUPERT FORECAST

TWIN FALLS FIVE-DAY FORECAST Yesterday’s Weather,

Today: Partly cloudy Today Tonight Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday ciy Hi Lo Prcp
Boise 27 19 0.00"
i . Challis 21 -2 0.00"
Tonight: Partly cloudy Coeur d’ Alene 28 15 0.00"
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More Magic Valley weather at www.magicvalley.com/weather

Get up-to-date highway information at the Idaho Transportation Department's Web site at 511.idaho.gov or call 888-432-7623.

Winter weather

By Timberly Ross

Associated Press writer

OMAHA, Neb. — Drifting
snow and cold rain that have
plagued much of the country
for days stranded drivers and
airline passengers Saturday
trying to get home after
Christmas.

Storms from Texas to the
Upper Midwest that dumped
23.9 inches of snow in Grand
Forks, N.D., and 18 inches
near Norfolk, Neb., began
subsiding, but blowing and
drifting snow hampered vis-
ibility in many areas.

Several motorists aban-
doned their wvehicles on
snow-covered roads in
northeast Nebraska. Ten to
20 vehicles were stuck near
Norfolk, but state troopers
do not believe any motorists
were stranded.

Warmer temperatures and
rains in the East began melt-
ing and washing away last
week’s record-setting snow-
falls, threatening the region
with flooding.

A woman and her teenage
daughter in Middletown,
Pa., a suburb of Philadelphia,

were rescued from a rain-
swollen creek after their SUV
went off the road Saturday.
Rescue workers found the
14-year-old clinging to alog;
her mother was trapped in
the vehicle.

Authorities in southeast
Missouri were searching for a
woman who washed away in
a ditch on Christmas Eve as
heavy rains showered the
region. Witnesses saw her in
the water west of Powe, Mo.,
and tried to assist her, said
Sgt. Jody Laramore of the
state Highway Patrol.

In Chicago, one of the
nation’s busiest travel hubs,
snow and ice along with rain
onthe East Coast canceled or
delayed more than 300
flights.

Shannon Fullmer drove
two hours from his home in
Freeport, 1Ill., to Chicago’s
O’Hare International Airport
on Saturday to pick up his 12-
year-old son. But the flight
from New Jersey was delayed
more than three hours.

The 38-year-old waited in
a long line to get through
security so that he could wait
by the gate where his son’s

Activist: U.S.

missionary

crosses border into N. Korea

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea —
An American Christian mis-
sionary slipped into isolated
North Korea on Christmas
Day, shouting that he
brought God’s love and car-
rying a letter urging leader
Kim Jong Il to step down and
free all political prisoners, an
activist said.

Robert Park, 28, crossed a
poorly guarded stretch of the
frozen Tumen River that
separates North Korea from
China, according to a mem-
ber of the Seoul-based group
Pax Koreana, which pro-
motes human rights in the
North. The group plans to
release footage of the cross-
ing Sunday, he said.

“] am an American citi-
zen. I brought God’s love.
God loves you and God bless
you,’ Park reportedly said in
fluent Korean as he crossed
over Friday near the north-
eastern city of Hoeryong,
according to the activist, cit-
ing two people who watched
Park cross and filmed it. The
activist spoke on condition
of anonymity because of the
sensitivity of the situation.

No information has
emerged about what hap-
pened next to Park, who is of
Korean descent. The com-
munist country’s state-run
media was silent. The State
Department and the U.S.
Embassy in Beijing said they
were aware of the incident

but had no details.

“The U.S. government
places the highest priority
on the protection and wel-
fare of American citizens,’
said State Department
spokesman Andrew Laine.

International had delays of

disrupts_ travelﬂin Plams and East

nearly 21/2 hours.
Transportation officials
closed a 30-mile stretch of
Interstate 70 between
Goodland, Kan., and
Burlington, Colo. Officials
had closed interstate high-
ways in Nebraska, the
Dakotas and Wyoming, but
many Wwere reopening

e
5 Saturday as the storm began
L, S8 to abate.
The University of

Nebraska-Lincoln marching
band canceled its bus trip to
San Diego for the Holiday

4 8
o\ o ﬁ % o "4 Bowl. The band had been
L8 i jl scheduled to perform
AP photo Wednesday as the
. L . Cornhuskers  face the

Door-to-door snow shovelers Lance Wiley, left, and his sister Katrina Johnson walk down a snowy avenue Arizona Wildcats.

looking for work Saturday in Peoria, lll.

plane was expected to arrive
about 7:30 p.m. CST.

Fullmer said he would wait
“aslong as I have to?’

“Tt doesn’t do any good to
get angry;” he said.

A few dozen flights were
delayed and a few canceled
Saturday afternoon in
southern Wisconsin. The
National Weather Service
issued a winter weather
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EDITORIAL

Will health
care reform
provide what
Mustard
Tree can't?

hatever form the

final health insur-

ance reform legisla-

tion passed by the

Senate takes — and it
still must be reconciled with the House
version — places like the Mustard Tree
Wellness Clinic are where the rubber will
meet the road.

The Twin Falls clinic has been provid-
ing free medical treatment for patients
without health insurance for the past
five years — first under the name
“Mustard Seed’

referring to the bib- Ty
lical parable, and our view: ,
V;as suppog‘fd by Twin Falls
the Twin Falls
Reformed Church. Mustard

In 2008, Mustard Tree
Tree became its Wellness
own 501(c)3 organi- .
zation and is ngw CI INIC pro-
funded by grants,as ~ Vides free
well as private care for
donations from
individuals and those who
churches. Theclinic — wouldn't get
is staffed by volun- : :
teer health-care it otherwise.
providers three Can the feds
nights per week, do better?
including more
than 40 local doc-
tors.

The clinic is largely for the working
poor and people who are uninsured.
Treatment is provided by appointment,
mostly for chronic problems such as dia-
betes and hypertension, rather than
emergency or swine-flu services.

Currently, about 25 patients are treated
Tuesdays through Thursdays from 6 to 8
p.m. — Wednesdays are specifically for
women’s health care — and the numbers

ENDURING WOUNDS 1

Monks, tourists, villagers

mark fifth anniversary
of Asian tsunami.
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If happiness is the point, four in five Americans already are on the right track,
and that should make all of us more optimistic about the decade to come.

What, us worry:

At the end of a brutal decade, most Americans are happy
BY KEVIN HUFFMAN

onventional wisdom seems to be that this decade was a somewhat shoddy start to the mil-

lennium. We watched multiple unsustainable bubbles deflate before our eyes (tech stocks,

home values, Tiger Woods). And, as many commentators have been eager to remind us

last week, we close the year with higher debt, fewer jobs and deep political divisions.

Yet a glimmer of hope persists: We are, as a country, remarkably happy.

This month’s AP-Gfk poll showed that 78 percent of
Americans, when asked to “think about how things are going
in your life in general,’ said they are very happy or somewhat
happy.

Despite the deluge of depressing national data this year, one
might reasonably ask: How should we measure ourselves, if
not by our happiness?

Indeed, philosophers have grappled with this question
since before there was a Christmas. Aristotle said: “Happiness

is the meaning and the purpose of life, the whole aim and end
of human existence” Our founding fathers listed its pursuit as
one of our inalienable rights.

More recently, France’s President Nicolas Sarkozy proposed
that national well-being be measured alongside gross domes-
tic product. And a growing academic field of behavioral and
social science researchers have turned their attention to the

are increasing, about 3,000 this year.
Co-founder John Sexton, a retired
medical technologist, said the organiza-
tion, depending upon funds, hopes to
open satellite clinics in Wendell and the
Wood River Valley. He also said the fed-
eral government could learn something

from Mustard Tree. See HAPPINESS, Opinion 2

“If Congress would support the free
clinics across the country by giving peo-
ple breaks, there wouldn’t be a health-
care problem, but they have to spend
money for some reason. Our grandchil-
dren are going to be paying for this;” he
said, referring to the Senate’s health-
care reform bill.

Sexton said Mustard Tree’s volunteers,
who work in the evenings because
they’ve already been working all day at
their regular jobs, are able to provide
efficient care and individual attention.

“One of the great things about our
clinic and others is that patients are get -
ting treatment at the time that it’s need-
ed, not waiting around, like they’ll have
to when the federal plan is enacted,” he
said.

St. Luke’s Magic Valley Medical
Center, Sexton said, was skeptical at first
but is now offering invaluable support
and referring some patients to the clinic
in order to relieve emergency-room con-
gestion at the hospital.

“We could see a hundred people a
night if we had the space for it,” he said.
“We're just trying to give something
back to the community for what it’s
given us?”

Will the working poor and the newly
unemployed get a better deal from fed-
eral health care reform? It’s possible, but
we suspect organizations like Mustard
Tree will be busy long after Obamacare
becomes law.

TIMES-NEWS

The members of the editorial board and writers of
editorials are Brad Hurd, Steve Crump, Bill
Bitzenburg and Mary Lou Panatopoulos.
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Setting the record stralght on wilderness

By Tim Lydon
High Country News (Paonia, Colo.)

t’s been a good year for

wilderness. In March, the

Omnibus Lands Bill desig-
nated over 2 million acres of
wilderness in nine states. In
September, President Obama
declared a month-long celebra-
tion of the Wilderness Act, and
this November, the United
States, Canada and Mexico
signed the world’s first interna-
tional agreement on wilderness
conservation.

Perhaps because wilderness
has been getting serious con-
sideration in Washington,
there’s been a backlash.
Proposals for new wilderness
areas — especially the big ones
being debated in Utah and the
Northern Rockies — become
punching bags for those who
regard wilderness as a four-let-
ter word. Opponents say it
blocks access, locks up
resources and worsens fire
problems. They claim it hinders
local use of the land, reserving it
for the rich and out -of-state.

The criticisms offer an
opportunity to set a few things
straight. First, although some
claim wilderness excludes peo-
ple, it’s good to recall that
Congress created the designa-
tion “for the use and enjoyment
of the American people”” Early
wilderness proponents were
hunters, stock riders, hikers and
other outdoor enthusiasts.

Seeing how million acres,
roads brought ..:i-i_' roughly 5 per-
more and more cent of the

cars and devel- nation’s land-
opment to their mass.

favorite haunts, Early advo-
they were the cates knew that
ones who urged — wilderness

the government Editor’s note: offered benefits
to preserve Westword is a weekly selection  aside from
places where of commentary from Western  recreation. In
their admittedly newspapers and other media  the 45 years
small numbers since the law’s

could enjoy the public estate. In
an age of rampant off-road
vehicle traffic, I'm thankful for
their efforts.

Next, while wilderness is
often painted as the creation of
aliberal elite, the 1964
Wilderness Act passed with
broad support in Congress. The
final product was the work of
both political parties, following
eight years of debate. It was a
compromise, born in the dark-
est days of the Cold War, when
the specter of nuclear annihila-
tion forced many to consider
the physical and psychological
values to the human spirit of
undeveloped nature.

The Wilderness Act recog-
nized that, even in 1964, most
of the American landscape was
already developed. Truly
remote places were becoming
rare. The law decreed that cer-
tain federal lands with out-
standing qualities of solitude
and beauty would remain road-
less and undeveloped. Today,
the protection covers about 109

passage, scientists seem to have
never stopped learning about
the importance of permanently
protected roadless landscapes.

Take our fire problem. It
stems from a century of mis-
guided fire suppression that led
to crowded, fire-prone woods.
Climate change, with its dimin-
ished snowpacks, enhances
extended droughts. Added to
the mix is too much sprawl and
development, thanks to short-
sighted Western communities.
Astoundingly, some blame
wilderness for the fire problem,
yet for decades, big wilderness
areas like Sequoia-Kings
Canyon in California and the
Bob Marshall in Montana have
provided a laboratory for exper-
iments that will save millions of
acres of unhealthy woods, not
to mention many homes.

Then there’s wildlife. Every
year, it seems, another study
demonstrates that grizzly bears
and other animals require large
intact areas in order to survive.
In short, roads kill. With scien-

tists such as E.O. Wilson warn-
ing that up to half of the Earth’s
species could soon disappear,
wilderness is more than ever a
key to protecting wildlife, from
grizzlies to butterflies.

We also have wilderness to
thank for dramatic improve-
ments in air and water quality.
In the mid-’70s, some of our
most effective air-quality laws
were inspired by the threat to
clean air in parks and wilder -
ness, and for tens of millions of
us, wilderness also provided
that last glass of clean water.
Whether it’s a few thousand
acres in Vermont or the
immense Wrangell-Saint Elias
in Alaska, wilderness always
offers us the opportunity to
reacquaint ourselves with the
natural world that sustains us.

Many of us are realizing the
truth of what John Muir said
over a century ago, that going
into wilderness is going home.
This message has critical
importance in the 21st century,
when the future of so much life
is in the hands of humanity. In
our era, it’s not the size or num-
ber of wilderness areas that will
save life on earth; sadly, they
will always be too small and
fragmented for that. Instead, it’s
the psychological and emotion-
al impact that wilderness has on
us. America needs wilderness to
keep its soul alive.

Tim Lydon is a freelance
writer in Whitefish, Mont.
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Twin Falls should be
proud of musical talent

Iwould like to take this
opportunity to thank the
wonderful people of Twin
Falls for the warmth and
hospitality shown to me
these past 18 months that I
have had the privilege of liv-
ing in and serving Our
Savior Lutheran Church as
interim pastor.

I appreciate the musical
talent I have experienced
from the children to adults
in vocal and instrumental
groups. It is outstanding.
The people of Twin Falls can
be very proud of their musi-
cal talent.

I also want to thank the
newspaper staff for its sup-
port and interest in the life
and ministry of Our Savior
Lutheran Church.

STAN HOOBING

Twin Falls

Many problems
with Medicare

Corruption in govern-
ment? How widespread is
it? Congress believes it
could save $500 billion a
year by eliminating corrup-
tion in Medicare. Every
program run by the govern-
ment is suspect. In 1999, I
had a 45-minute procedure
done at a clinic in Seattle.
At that time, I had Medicare
and a little financial help
from my previous employer.
I keep my own health
records on our computer.
Every statement Medicare
sent me was logged into the
record. As the statements
dribbled in over the next
several months, I noticed
Medicare had paid $1,100
three times for a procedure
number done at the clinic
on three different dates. I
was only in Seattle one day.

Medicare employees
must pay everything that
comes to them without
question. I called Medicare;
it said to call the clinic. I
wrote the clinic and told
them they had billed
Medicare three times for
the procedure. They said it
was just a clerical error and
that Medicare would catch
it. I never received a correc-
tion statement from either
party. I now have Aetna
Medicare. Rest assured,
they will not pay anyone
twice.

In the ’80s, my mother
was being billed every
month for a tank of oxygen
which she had stopped
using. When I called them,
they said it was just a cleri-
cal error. If you went to
apply for Medicaid, they
would tell you how to hide
your assets so you would
qualify. Government
employees are told they
must use all of their budget
money, or they will not be
able to get a bigger budget
next year. Maybe ACORN
people (funded by the gov-
ernment) only made the
mistake of letting someone
catch them on camera. Read
“Going Rogue” by Sarah
Palin and you will join me in
voting for Sarah.

GAYLE FIXSEN

Twin Falls

Health reform needs to
start with living better

How can we talk health
care reform if there is no
discussion about taking care
of our health? No matter
who or how we try to pay for
it, there is no way we can
afford the medical costs
associated with a society
that fosters so much disease
with its poor diet and lack of
exercise. Add the incredible
government subsidies for
growing the corn that
becomes high fructose corn
syrup and the other nasty
ingredients which make up
what we pass off as food,
which while cheaper in the
store than real food in the
store, ends up costing us in
medical bills.

Polluting industries with
their big campaign contri-
butions and high priced lob-
byists fight the kind of regu-
lations that would force
them to spend the money to
clean up their act and thus
the environment and lower
the rate of environmentally
caused diseases are only too
glad to have the taxpayers
pick up the medical bills
they should be paying. They
even have a name for it:
“externalities,” which
means the costs you can
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pass on to others.

Top that off with our
greed-based economic sys-
tem that is predicated on
“stress”; stressed-out con-
sumers that are never good
enough or happy enough.
and stressed-out workers
that have to work more to
buy all the things they sup-
posedly need to make them
and their children happy.
Medical science says that
most of our diseases are
stress related.

Health care reform? Good
luck, I say, unless there is a
grassroots revolution that
starts with eating better,
exercising more, buying less
junk, reducing stress and
thus going to the doctor
less.

BILL CHISHOLM

Buhl

Woman'’s Christmas
decorations damaged

This is to the ones that
ruined my outdoor
Christmas decorations!

I am a woman over 70
years of age. I put up all my
decorations myself, starting
early to beat the weather,
and it takes me longer than
it used to. How would you
feel if someone did that to
your grandmother? This is
my Christmas — enjoying
the lights and my decora-
tions. Why would anyone
do this? I am a religious per-
son; why would you leave
the deer in an obscene posi-
tion? A practical joke?
Boredom? Ignorance?
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Meanness? Trying to
impress the ones you're
with? But why? Have I done
something wrong to you? If
I have, why not come to me
in person? I am so sad that
you ruined my holiday! But,
as a Christian woman, I
wish you the spirit of the
season.

GLENNA WHITAKER

Burley

Background
on blue moons

Once in a blue moon —
what is a blue moon? Some
do not know. When two full
moons occur in the same
month, the second one is
known as the blue moon.

Dec. 2 was the first full
moon and the second one is
Dec. 31. It only happens
once every few years or
“once in a blue moon.” The
next blue moon happening
will be 2012 on Aug. 2 and
Aug. 31, then again in 2015
on July 2 and July 31.

Maybe you’'ll take that
trip, get that phone call or
win the lottery. Yeah, maybe
— once in a blue moon.

STORMI STORCH

Twin Falls

Concert was ruined by
out-of-control kids

On Oct. 17, my wife and I
had occasion to attend the
Christmas concert at
Oregon Trail Elementary
School to see and hear our
two youngest grandchildren
perform. They are in the

second grade.

We have attended several
other programs there and
enjoyed them. Not so this
time!

T have never in my life
experienced such a display
of rudeness, lack of consid-
eration for others as well as
the lack of parental control
over their children. Parents
did not control or attempt
to control their children
from running around,
screaming and generally
disrupting those of us that
were there for the program.
I guess when parents can’t
control themselves, how to
do you expect them to con-
trol their children?

People stood in front of
those seated and, when
several were asked to move
so others could see, one
lady said to my wife, “Are
you a teacher?” Her reply
was, “No, I am not.” “Well,
thenIdon’t have to.” This
lady appeared to be a
grandparent and should
have known better.

Being of the “old school”
and having had a mother
who was a school teacher
for 30 years, this would not
have taken place then. No
wonder teachers and socie-
ty have a problem with
some, not all, of our
younger generation. What a
refreshing thought for par-
ents to teach their children
some manners and a few
courtesies, especially this
time of year. That might be
hard for some if they are
visiting about work or
something else. Save that
for before or after!

To the teachers and stu-
dents who spent time and
effort to prepare for this
program, we say thank you!
With a little forethought
from some of the parents in
attendance, possibly the
next one will be better.

Merry Christmas and I
hope New Year’s resolu-
tions are in place for some.

JIM OLSON

Twin Falls

Happiness

Continued from Opinion 1
age-old questions. What is
happiness? What makes us
happy? How do we know?

In the current issue of
Science magazine, Andrew
Oswald and Stephen Wu
ranked states by the happi-
ness of their residents, find-
ing that people are happiest
in Louisiana and least happy
in New York.

While the rankings drew
the most attention, the pur-
pose of the study was to look
at  whether subjective
assessments — how we rate
our own happiness — should
be trusted. Using a wealth of
data from the Centers for
Disease = Control  and
Prevention, Oswald and Wu
looked at the subjective
assessments of happiness
(on a one-to-four scale) of
1.3 million U.S. residents.
Then they compared the
results against objective
quality-of-life assessments
of different states (concerns
such as weather, access to
green spaces, violent crime
and cost of living). The
results correlated: People in
states that are objectively
nice places to live rate them-
selves as happier. Ergo, when
people say they are happy,
they probably are.

But do we know what
makes us happy?

“That’s a good question,’
Wau said in a telephone inter-
view last week, pointing to
the quality-of-life indicators
as a good starting point.
Later, as I was looking out at
my post-blizzard yard,
Oswald told me: “I've frozen
myself in Michigan and New
York and basked in warm
states, and I have a sense that
it matters?”

Arthur Brooks, president
of the American Enterprise
Institute and author of two
books on happiness, doesn’t
buy weather or other exter-
nal factors, including money,
as real drivers of happiness.
In his interpretation, the
state rankings reflect politi-
cal viewpoints — each of the
bottom 10 states on the

happy meter voted for
Obama in 2008. Brooks also
points to research showing
that 44 percent of conserva-
tives are “very happy;,” but
only 25 percent of liberals
describe themselves that
way. He says half of the dif-
ference, statistically, is
lifestyle — mostly rates of
marriage and religious wor-
ship — and half is attitude.

None of these drivers is
particularly helpful to me. I
won’t be voting Republican
or moving to Louisiana in
the near future (though,
after hearing a friend use
“joie de vivre” to explain
Louisiana’s top ranking,
maybe I should reconsider).
But I am among the 78 per-
cent of happy Americans,
which leads me to ponder
what more, exactly, we are
striving for.

Tal Ben-Shahar, who
teaches positive psychology
at Harvard and has written
extensively on happiness,
calls it “the end toward
which all other ends lead”
He writes: “Wealth, fame,
admiration and all other
goals are subordinate and
secondary to happiness;
whether our desires are
material or social, they are
means toward one end: hap-
piness”

This year was a near-con-
stant assault on the senses
from people confusing
means with ends. Bernie
Madoff, Balloon Boy, Mark
Sanford, the Sahalis, Tiger
Woods. It is easy to view
them all as representative of
our culture, a fitting end to a
rotten decade.

And yet most of us aren't,
in fact, bilking or scheming
or faking or aspiring to reali-
ty TV. If happiness is the
point, four in five Americans
already are on the right
track, and that should make
all of us more optimistic
about the decade to come.

Kevin Huffman won
The Washington Post’s
America’s Next Great
Pundit contest.
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The war most
Americans

don't fi

new study shows
that the eight years
of warfare in Iraq

and Afghanistan were taking
an emotional toll on the
children of service members
and that the difficulties
increased the longer parents
were deployed.

There is no way that the
findings of this study should
be a surprise to anyone. It
just confirms that the chil-
dren of those being sent into
combat are among that tiny
percentage of the popula-
tion that is unfairly shoul-
dering the entire burden of
these wars.

The idea that fewer than
1 percent of Americans are
being called on to fight in
Afghanistan and Iraq and
that we're sending them
into combat again and again
and again — for three tours,
four tours, five tours, six
tours — is obscene. All
decent people should
object.

We already knew that in
addition to the many thou-
sands who have been killed
or physically wounded,
hundreds of thousands have
returned with very serious
psychological wounds: deep
depression, post-traumatic
stress disorder, and so on.
Other problems are also
widespread: alcohol and
drug abuse, family strife,
homelessness.

The new study, by the
RAND Corporation, was
published in the journal
Pediatrics. The children
surveyed were found to have
higher levels of emotional
difficulties than their peers
in the general population.

According to the study:

“Qlder youth and girls of
all ages reported signifi-
cantly more school, family
and peer-related difficulties
with parental deployment.
Length of parental deploy-
ment and poorer non-
deployed caregiver mental
health were significantly
associated with a greater
number of challenges for
children, both during
deployment and deployed
parent reintegration”

The air is filled with
obsessive self-satisfied
rhetoric about supporting
the troops, giving them
everything they need and
not letting them down. But
that rhetoric is as hollow as
ajazzman’s drum because
the overwhelming majority
of Americans have no desire
at all to share in the sacri-
fices that the service mem-
bers and their families are
making. Most Americans do
not want to serve in the
wars, do not want to give up
their precious time to do
volunteer work that would
aid the nation’s warriors and
their families, do not even
want to fork over the taxes
that are needed to pay for
the wars.

To say that thisis a
national disgrace is to wal-
low in the shallowest
understatement. The nation
will always give lip-service
to support for the troops,
but for the most part

| Bob
Herbert

Most Americans do
not want to serve in
the wars, do not want
to give up their
precious time to do
volunteer work that
would aid the nation’s
warriors and their
families, do not even
want to fork over the
taxes that are needed

to pay for the wars.

Americans do not really care
about the men and women
we so blithely ship off to
war, and the families they
leave behind.

The National Military
Family Association, which
commissioned the RAND
study, has poignant com-
ments from the children of
military personnel on its
Web site.

You can tell immediately
how much more real the
wars are to those youngsters
than to most Americans:

“Thope it’s not him on the
news getting hurt.”

“Most of my grades
dropped because I was
thinking about my dad,
because my dad’s more
important than school?”

“Mom will be in her room
and we hear her crying?”

The reason it is so easy for
the U.S. to declare wars, and
to continue fighting year
after year after year, is
because so few Americans
feel the actual pain of those
wars. We’ve been fighting in
Iraq and Afghanistan longer
than we fought in World
Wars I and IT combined. If
voters had to choose right
now between instituting a
draft or exiting Afghanistan
and Iraq, the troops would
be out of those two coun-
tries in a heartbeat.

Idon’t think our current
way of waging war, which is
pretty easy-breezy for most
citizens, is what the archi-
tects of America had in
mind. Here’s George
Washington’s view, for
example: “It must be laid
down as a primary position
and the basis of our system,
that every citizen who
enjoys the protection of a
free government owes not
only a proportion of his
property, but even his per-
sonal service to the defense
of it”

What we are doing is
indefensible and will ulti-
mately exact a fearful price,
and there will be absolutely
no way for the U.S. to avoid

paying it.

Bob Herbert is a colum-
nist for The New York
Times. Write to him at
bherbert@nytimes.com
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Captives of airlines no longer

or perhaps the first

time in the history of

our republic, the
government hashad to tell a
private industry it must let
paying customers use the
bathroom.

A case of heavy-handed
government intrusion?

Hardly. It was an invita-
tion. For a decade, Congress
and previous administra-
tions had threatened the
airlines with regulations if
they didn’t improve cus-
tomer service. Repeatedly,
the airlines promised to do
better. Repeatedly, they
failed.

So stubborn was the
industry’s refusal to accept
the most rudimentary con-
cept of customer service
that it took regulations to
enforce common customer
courtesy.

On Monday the
Department of
Transportation slapped air-
lines with new rules for tar-
mac delays that have turned
thousands of passengers
into captives, often without
food, water or working toi-

lets.

GET 50% OFF

/ . Loren
| Steffy

The rules require airlines
to allow passengers stuck on
grounded planes for more
than three hours to return to
the terminal. It also requires
the airlines to provide food,
water and working rest -
rooms for delays of more
than two hours.

Failure to comply with
this government mandate of
common courtesy carries
fines of $27,500 per passen-
ger. For a full 737-700,
which has about 140 seats,
one delay could cost a carri-
er almost $4 million. If the
rule were applied to the
1,500 flights delayed three
hours or more during the
past two years, the airlines
would have been fined more
than $3 billion, the DOT
said.

Three years ago, Congress
once again took up the issue
of a “passenger bill of

rights;” yet the industry
responded with lobbying
and excuses. Since then,
flight delays have persisted
and complaints have risen.

The delays showed no
signs of abating. Just in the
first six months of this year,
more than 600 delays would
have qualified for the fines
had the rule been enacted,
the DOT said.

A stranding by
Continental Airlines’
Houston-based Continental
regional affiliate, Express]et,
of 51 passengers for six hours
in Rochester, Minn., this
summer finally triggered the
long-overdue rebuke.

The DOT said the repeat-
ed failure by airlines to
address the problems con-
vinced it that the industry
simply wouldn't fix things
itself.

For example, after 10
years, only seven of the 18
biggest airlines have adopt-
ed limits on tarmac delays,
only five have customer
service plans with internal
audits, and only three pub-
lish delay data on their Web
sites, the DOT said.

Certainly, airport proce-
dures need to be changed to
be more accommodating,
and air traffic control
remains a big problem that
should have been fixed long
ago. But the airlines are
quick to blame the weather,
the ground crews, the
regional affiliates and pas-
sengers themselves when
things go wrong, as if their
passengers don’t know
whose logo is on the tail.

Airlines, entering yet
another money-losing
cycle, may indeed face high-
er costs.

The DOT is required to
assess the impact on small
carriers, those that fly
planes with 60 seats or
fewer. Implementing it will
cost less than nine-tenths of
1 percent of their annual
receipts. The big carriers
will probably face higher
costs, but likely far less than
what they spend annually
for their names on sports
arenas.

Loren Steffy is the
Houston Chronicle’s busi-
ness columnist.
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Actor Charlie Sheen
arrested in Colorado

Opinion4 Sunday, December 27,2009

u ASPEN, Colo. (AP) — but he cautioned against any
Charlie Sheen spent the bet- rush tojudgment.
ter part of ChristmasDayina  “I think at the end of the
Colorado jail cell after being day it will be much ado about
arrested on domestic vio- nothing;” Cummins told The
lence allegations. Associated Press. “I

gy
1‘

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press writer

WASHINGTON — How
many Americans will get
subsidized medical coverage
— plus who will pay for it —
will be front-burner issues
when Congress returns next
month to complete
President Obama’s health
care remake.

Pocketbook concerns join
abortion and whether Uncle
Sam should peddle insur-
ance as the top bones of
contention for negotiators
who must resolve difference
between the House and
Senate bills.

The negotiations are the
last chance for Democrats to
shape the legislation to
deliver concrete benefits to
Americans skeptical that it
will help control skyrocket-
ing premiums as it expands
coverage to millions more.

“People will really begin
to focus on some of the core
issues that have received
less attention,’ said Rep.
Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., a
member of the House lead-
ership. “These are the
bread-and-butter issues
that will have the most sig-
nificant impact on people’s
pocketbooks.’

Broadly speaking, both
bills would gradually
expand coverage, while
banning objectionable
insurance industry prac-
tices such as turning down
people with health prob-
lems.  Eventually, all
Americans would be
required to carry health
insurance, with government
subsidies to make premiums
more affordable for many of
them.

Those covered by big
employers wouldn’t see
major changes, but individ-
uals buying their own poli-
cies and small businesses
would be able to shop for
competitively priced plans
in an insurance supermarket
called an  exchange.
Medicare cuts and an
assortment of taxes and fees
would pay for the bills.

Democrats are under
pressure to reconcile the
House and Senate versions
before Obama’s first State of
the Union speech. Not yet
scheduled, it’s wusually
delivered in late January or
early February. Republicans
will wage legislative guerril-
la warfare to delay an agree-
ment.

There’s not much time,
and apparently not much
give either.

Senate moderates say
they won’t vote for a bill

Comparing the health care bills

Bills moving through Congress have the potential to change how
millions of Americans pay for and get health care. About 54 million
people would be uninsured if a final bill is not passed.

SENATE BILL HOUSE BILL

Cost* $871 billion
Uninsureq [IETECTN

*10-year
**Projected in 2019

KEY MEASURES

Government-run plan

In place of a government-run
insurance option, Americans
purchasing coverage through new
insurance exchanges would have the
option of signing up for national plans
overseen by the same office that
manages health coverage for federal
employees and members of
Congress. Those plans would be
privately owned, but one of them
would have to be operated on a
nonprofit basis.

Individual requirement

Most individuals required to get
insurance through work, private or
government plan. Exemptions for
economic hardship. Those who are
obligated to buy coverage and refuse
to do so would pay a fine starting at
$95 in 2014 and rising to $750.

Employer requirement

Not required to offer coverage, but
companies with more than 50
employees would pay a fee of $750
per employee if the government ends
up subsidizing employees’ coverage.

A new public plan available
through the insurance exchanges
would be set up and run by the
Health and Human Services
secretary. Government would
negotiate payment rates.

Individuals must have insurance,
enforced through a tax penalty of
2.5 percent of income. People can
apply for hardship waivers if
coverage is unaffordable.

Employers must provide insurance
to their employees or pay a penalty
of 8 percent of payroll. Companies
with payrolls under $500,000
annually are exempt.

How it’s paid for

Fees on insurance companies,
drugmakers, medical device manufac-
turers. Medicare payroll tax increased
to 2.35 percent on income over
$200,000 a year for individuals;
$250,000 for couples. A 10 percent
sales tax on tanning salons. Cuts to
Medicare and Medicaid. Forty percent
excise tax on insurance companies,
keyed to premiums paid on health care
plans costing more than $8,500

annually for individuals and $23,000 for

families.

Self-employed people, uninsured
individuals and small businesses
could pick a plan offered through
new state-based purchasing pools
called exchanges. Employees would
be generally encouraged to keep
their work-provided coverage.

Starting in 2014, no denial

of coverage based on pre-existing
conditions. No higher premiums
allowed for pre-existing conditions or
gender. Limits on higher premiums
based on age and family size.
Children up to age 26 can stay on
parent’s insurance.

Insurance industry restriction

$460 billion over the next decade
from new income taxes on single
people making more than $500,000
a year and couples making more
than $1 million.

Choosing your health insurance ——

People would pick a plan
through a national health
insurance exchange.

Starting in 2013, no denial of
coverage based on pre-existing
conditions. No higher premiums
allowed for pre-existing conditions or
gender. Limits on higher premiums
based on age.

Abortion

The bill tries to maintain a strict rules
on who would pay for abortion
coverage. No health plan would be
required to offer coverage for the
procedure. In plans that do cover
abortion, beneficiaries would have to
pay for it separately. Exceptions
would be made for cases of rape,
incest and danger to the life of the
mother. States could prohibit abortion
coverage by plans in the exchanges.

Private companies in the exchange
that receive federal funds could not
offer plans covering abortion. The
new government plan could not
offer abortion coverage. Insurance
companies would be permitted to
offer supplemental abortion
coverage in separate plans that
people could buy with their own
money. Same exceptions as
Senate bill.

NOTE: The Congressional Budget Office says the House bill would cost $1.055 trillion
over 10 years. The net cost is $894 billion, factoring in penalties. Those figures leave out
new costs,including increased prescription drug coverage for seniors under Medicare.

SOURCES: Congressional Budget Office; AP research AP

that changes the basic terms
they agreed to with Majority
Leader Harry Reid.
Independent Sen. Joe
Lieberman of Connecticut
and conservative Sen. Ben
Nelson, D-Neb., have
drawn a line against reintro-
ducing a government-run
insurance plan to compete
with the likes of Aetna and
Wellpoint. The House bill
includes it, but Reid, D-
Nev., needs every member
of his 60-vote coalition to
hold off GOP opponents.
More difficult to solve is
the issue of how to restrict
taxpayer funding for abor-

Police: Pa. pastor fatally
shoots son during fight

DARBY, Pa. (AP) — A pas-
tor fatally shot one of his
eight children on Christmas
Day during a dispute at the
family home, where more
than a dozen relatives had
gathered to celebrate the
holiday, police said.

Kirk Caldwell killed 21-
year-old Jordan Caldwell
after intervening in a violent
confrontation between the
son and a woman at around
2 p.m. at their home in sub-
urban Philadelphia, Darby
Borough police said Friday.

Kirk Caldwell fired a sin-
gle shot, striking his son in
the chest, police Chief

Robert Smythe said. Jordan
Caldwell died at a hospital
shortly afterward, police
said.

Smythe, who noted he
had met Caldwell a couple
of times, called the pastor a
“very good man’’ and said
he was “quite surprised.’

“I find this is not some-
thing I would expect this
guy to do,” Smythe said.

As a pastor at End Times
Harvest Mission for Christ
in  Philadelphia, Kirk
Caldwell had spoken
against violence at a vigil for
a slain teen in Darby last
summer.
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tions. Abortion opponents
disagree among themselves
over the Senate’s approach.
Abortion rights supporters
are completely against the
more restrictive House lan-
guage and are divided on
how the Senate has handled
it.

Obama will probably have
to step in to settle disputes
and keep things moving.

Democrats have options
on how to handle the nego-
tiations. They could agree to
a limited set of changes,
allowing each chamber to
pass identically amended
bills. Or they could set up a
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formal conference commit -
tee to resolve differences.
Leaders have made no deci-
sion yet. Naming a confer-
ence committee would sig-
nal that the issues have
proven difficult.

Yet the longer Democrats
argue, the more suspicious
the public becomes about
remaking the health care
system. “The making of
salami and legislation is not
pretty for people to watch,’
said Harvard professor
Robert Blendon, who tracks
public opinion on health
care. “It has left them nerv-
ous that the interests of
middle-income people are
not being served.’

That’s one reason leading
Democrats are arguing for a
focus on pocketbook issues
in the homestretch.

“There will be a certain
amount of replaying issues
that have been hot-button
issues, but I think there will
also be a refocusing, espe-
cially on cost)’ said
Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Kent Conrad, D-
N.D. “At the end of the day,
when all of us go home,
what we hear about is the
ever-increasing, ever-esca-
lating costs!’

There are some signs of
that already.

Last week, Reid pledged
on the Senate floor to close
the coverage gap in
Medicare prescription ben-
efit — as the House bill
already does. The message
was aimed at seniors wor-
ried that Medicare cuts to
hospitals and other
providers will jeopardize
their care.

And Conrad said senators
may go along with the
House  timetable for
expanding coverage, which
calls for starting subsidies in
2013, a year earlier than the
Senate bill.

The House bill provides
coverage to 36 million, while
the Senate covers 31 million.
Lawmakers in the House
want the Senate to move
toward their number.

Another priority will be to
make sure the final bill pro-
motes competition in the
health insurance market,
which in many states is
dominated by one or two
large carriers.

Though it sounds arcane,
a major problem for nego-
tiators is whether the new
insurance supermarket
should be state-based, as in
the Senate bill, or national,
as the House calls for. Some
advocates say a national
approach provides stronger
consumer protection.

The 44-year-old
actor was taken into
custody Friday
morning by officers
responding to a 911
call from a house in
this ski resort town
about 200 miles west
of Denver.

An ambulance went to the
house, but the accuser was
not taken to the hospital.

Sheen, the star of CBS’
“Two and a Half Men,” was
taken to the Pitkin County
jail and booked for investiga-
tion of second-degree
assault and menacing, both
felonies, along with criminal
mischief, a misdemeanor,
Aspen police spokeswoman
Stephanie Dasaro said.

He was released in the late
afternoon after posting
$8,500 bond and being
advised by a county judge on
the conditions of his release,
she said.

Dasaro declined to name
Sheen’s accuser, citing a
department policy prohibit -
ing the identification of
potential victims in domestic
violence cases.

Aspen attorney Richard
Cummins said late Friday
that he was representing
Sheen in the case. He
declined to name Sheen’s
accuser or discuss details,

Sheen

don’t think there’s
any criminality
about what went
on”

Cummins said a
court date was set for
Feb. 8. “That may
be to determine
whether a case goes
forward or not’ he said.

Sheen is the son of actor
Martin Sheen and brother
of actor-director Emilio
Estevez. He is married to
Brooke Mueller Sheen, a real
estate investor who gave
birth to the couple’s first
children, twin boys, in
March. They married in May
2008 following Sheen’s bit-
ter divorce and custody bat-
tle with actress Denise
Richards.

The star of “Platoon,’
“Wall Street” and the “Hot
Shots!”” movies has had run-
ins with the law before. In
December 1996, he was
arrested and charged with
attacking a girlfriend at his
Southern California home.
He later pleaded no contest
and was placed on two years’
probation.

In 1998, his father turned
him in for violating his parole
after a cocaine overdose sent
him to the hospital. He was
later ordered to undergo a
rehabilitation program.
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Officials:
Suspected
U.S. strikes
kill 3in
Pakistan

By Rasool Dawar
Associated Press writer

MIR ALI, Pakistan — A
suspected U.S. missile
strike killed three people
Saturday in a northwest
Pakistani tribal region
where militants focused on
fighting the West in
Afghanistan are concen-
trated, two Pakistani intelli-
gence officials said.

The missile strike was
apparently the latest in a
lengthy campaign of such
attacks by the U.S., which
rarely discusses the covert
program but has in the past
said it has taken out several
top al-Qaida operatives.
Pakistan publicly opposes
the strikes but is believed to

secretly aid them.
Saturday’s strike
occurred in the Babar

Raghzai area of North
Waziristan and also wound-
ed two people, the officials
said. The identities of the
dead were not immediately
clear. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they are not
authorized to speak to
media on the record.

The area targeted is used
by militants from two major
factions that are battling
U.S. and NATO forces in
Afghanistan — the Haqgani
network and the militants of
warlord Hafiz Gul Bahadur.

U.S. missile strikes in
North Waziristan are sensi-
tive  largely  because
Pakistan has a truce with
Bahadur. He agreed to stay
on the sidelines as the
Pakistani army has waged
an offensive in South
Waziristan against the
Pakistani Taliban, a group
that has focused on attack-
ing the Pakistani state.

Missile strikes on his ter-
ritory could endanger that

The Associated Press

PHUKET, Thailand —
Buddhist monks in orange
robes chanted on a Thai
beach, an Indonesian
mother mourned her chil-
dren at a mass grave, and a
man scattered flowers
in now-placid waters
Saturday to commemo-
rate the 230,000 killed
five years ago when a
tsunami ripped across
Asia.

An outpouring of aid
that followed the Dec. 26,
2004, tsunami has helped
replace homes, schools
and entire coastal com-
munities decimated by
the disaster. But at
Saturday’s ceremonies,
survivors spoke of the
enduring wounds.

Thousands in Indo-
nesia’s Aceh province,
which was hardest hit,
held prayer services at
mosques and beside the
mass graves where tens of
thousands were buried.
The 167,000 people who
died in Indonesia
accounted for more than
half the total death toll.

Among them were the
relatives of Siti Amridar, a
48-year-old woman who
wept Saturday at a mass
grave in Banda Aceh, the
provincial capital. She
was a mother of five, until
the tsunami claimed four
of her children, her par-
ents and washed away
their village.

“I don’t know where my

AP photo

Thais gather during candlelight ceremonies Saturday in Phuket, Thailand, to remember those killed in the
Asian tsunami on Dec. 26, 2004. The tsunami killed about 230,000 people in 14 Asian and African countries.

children have been buried,
or my parents. They have
never been found,’ she said,
sobbing. “I still can’t believe
the tsunami destroyed my
life and my family in just a
few minutes.’

The disaster’s epicenter
was off the coast of Aceh,
on the island of Sumatra,
where a 9.2-magnitude
earthquake struck under-
water. The quake toppled
homes and buildings and
sent panicked communities
rushing into the streets.

About 20 minutes later, a
wall of water up to six sto-
ries high surged in from the

sea. Traveling at jetliner
speed, it carried with it top-
pled trees, crumpled cars
and refrigerators. The wave
sent people scrambling up
the sides of buildings and in
search of higher ground.
On Saturday’s anniver-
sary, Indonesian villagers
briefly panicked when
another strong earthquake
struck deep under the sea
off the eastern coast, offi-
cials said. Residents in
Saumlaki, about 1,680 miles
east of the capital Jakarta,
said the magnitude-6.0
quake cut electricity, but
there were no reports of

By Chelsea J. Carter

Associated Press writer

BAGHDAD — A top
American  commander
called on the Iraqi govern-
ment to take care of tens of
thousands of unemployed
anti-al-Qaida Sunni fight-
ers, saying proper treat-
ment for the men is critical
for national reconciliation.

The U.S. military’s sup-
port for Sons of Iraq, who
played a key part in subdu-
ing al-Qaida, comes at
crucial time when a num-
ber of checkpoints in
Baghdad province manned
by the Sunnis will be
closed. The U.S. is seeking
to ease the group’s con-
cerns that the Shiite-dom-
inated government may
not honor its pledge to pay
them wuntil they are
absorbed into national
security forces or find
civilian jobs.

“We want to make sure
that the right things, the
things the government has
promised, in fact occur;’
Army Maj. Gen. John
Johnson, a deputy com-
manding general, told The
Associated Press during a
recent interview.

Many of the Sons of Iraq

were former insurgents who
later teamed up with the
Americans against al-Qaida.
The move, known as the
Awakening, was credited —
along with the surge of tens
of thousands of U.S. troops
— in helping quell the vio-
lence.

But the question of what
to do with these nearly
100,000 people in the long-
term remains. The U.S.
handed over control last year
of the Awakening Councils to
Iraq, which pays their rough-
ly $300 monthly salaries.

“I think it’s fair to say the
Sunni population, in general,
looks to see how the Sons of
Iraq are being treated as
maybe an indicator of how
serious the government is of
true reconciliation;’ Johnson
said.

Johnson, who oversees the
U.S. role in the transition,
said the American military
has “a bond”” with the Sunni
group that obligates it to
make sure they are treated
fairly.

Under heavy U.S. pres-
sure, Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki’s government
agreed to absorb up to 20
percent of the fighters into its
security forces — a move the
U.S. has said is paramount
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U.S. commander: Iraq must be fair to Sunnis

toward reconciling with its
minority Sunnis.

Al-Maliki has repeatedly
said he would honor the
pledge to pay the Sons of
Iraq.

There have been Sunni
complaints about missed
paychecks and not enough
jobs being provided in the
security services because of a
budget crisis. Earlier this
month, al-Maliki told parlia-
ment that problems paying
the group may have led to
security lapses allowing
three deadly bombings
against government sites in
Baghdad.

The closing of some of the
Baghdad checkpoints and
turning others over to Iraqi
security forces is the next key
hurdle.

The last of the Sons of Iraq
in Baghdad province were
scheduled to be absorbed
into civil service jobs by the
end of the year. But that has
been delayed until after the
March 7 parliamentary elec-
tions due to security con-
cerns, Johnson said.

damage or injuries.

Indonesia sits above a
series of fault lines that
make the vast island nation
one of the most earthquake-
prone places in the world.
This year, another earth-
quake measuring magni-
tude 7.6 struck off West
Sumatra on Sept. 30, killing
hundreds of people and top-
pling hundreds of homes
and buildings.

Monks, tourists, villagers remember tsunami victims

In Thailand on Saturday,
hundreds of residents and
foreigners returned to the
white-sand beaches on the
southern island of Phuket.
More than 8,000 people
were killed along the coun-
try’s shores.

A moment of silence was
observed on the Phuket’s
Patong Beach, a popular
strip of hotels and restau-
rants, where the waves
crashed over throngs of
tourists the morning after
Christmas.

Buddhist monks in bright
orange robes chanted
prayers. Onlookers wept and
embraced.

Giorgio Capriccioli, an
Ttalian who lives on Phuket,
carried a bouquet into the
ocean.

He waded knee-deep in
water that five years ago was
clogged with corpses and
cast the white flowers adrift
to honor the memory of two
friends. His wife owns sev-
eral beach-front shops but
decided not to go to work
the morning the tsunami
struck.

“My wife would be dead if
it weren’t for the fact that
she were pregnant and did-
n’t go to work that day,’” he
said at a ceremony that
attracted suntanned tourists
in skimpy swimsuits as well
as Thai villagers.

Natural BEEF
(No hormones, No antibiotics).
Local 100% Grass-fed beef
(More omega 3’s, More CLA’s,
More Beta-Carotene, More
Vitamin E, Less fat and calories)

Beef that is good and good

for you!

HOMESTEAD
NATURAL FOODS

| £ % T
o A

Our Clients Become
Our Extended Family
g i | ||| S48 < Bathing/Dressing
* Meal Preparation
* Housekeeping
* Personal Care

e Companionship
* Shopping .
o

Ty Hemne Care. e

1711 Overland Ave ¢ Suite C ¢ Burley

it

878-7777

Locally owned
and operated”

Falls.

three year term.

term.

term.

of interest.

TWIN FALLS

CANAL COMPANY

NOTICE
OF REGULAR

STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the regular meeting of the
Stockholders of the Twin Falls Canal Company will be held on
Tuesday, the 12th of January, 2010. The meeting will be called
to order by the Directors at 9:00 a.m. in the Rick Allen Room in
the Herrett Center at the College of Southern Idaho in Twin

Director from District 2 — (Twin Falls) will be elected for a
Candidates running: David Patrick and Tom Billington
Director from District 3 — (Filer) will be elected for a one year
Candidates running: Roger Blass and David Lohr

Director from District 4 — (Buhl) will be elected for a three year
John Honcik running unopposed
Other business will also be transacted. There will be reports
from the Company’s General Manager, auditors and lawyers.

There will also be reports concerning operation and mainte-
nance efforts, 2010 water supplies, water call, and other matters

The corporate books will close for the transfer of stock on
December 31, 2009.

Proxies shall be filed with the Company’s Assistant Secretary at
the Company Office on or before January 8, 2010.

DATED this 1st day of December 2009.

TWIN FALLS CANAL COMPANY
Kay Puschel, Assistant Secretary
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Army’s new all-terrain vehicle debuts in Afghanistan

By Thomas Day
McClatchy Newspapers

BAGRAM, Afghanistan —
The U.S. military’s new all-
terrain vehicle doesn’t look
all that different from its
lumbering predecessor. It’s
painted desert sand, and
reaching the cabin still
means climbing a couple of
steps.

On Afghanistan’s rough
dirt roads, however, the new
$500,000 to $1 million
Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected All  Terrain
Vehicle is a major improve-
ment over the massive
Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected vehicle it’s
replacing, soldiers say. The
M-ATV is tailored to
Afghanistan, at least parts
of it, and the Pentagon is
sending about 5,000 of

them to the battlefield.
For soldiers who had
grown accustomed to

bruising trips through rural
Afghanistan, their first M-
ATVs, which have just been
introduced in the field, were
an early Christmas present.
Seemingly without effort,
the vehicles climb moun-
tains at angles that

approach 45 degrees, and
they glide across the coun-
try’s rocky roads.

In the cities, the M-ATV'’s
lighter frame can make
sharp turns and maneuver
through Afghanistan’s law-
less traffic much better than
the hulking MRAP can.

Introduced in 2007, the
MRAP was the Army’s
answer to the Iraqi insur-
gency’s deadliest weapon,
the improvised explosive
device. What worked in Iraq

hasn’t worked as well in
Afghanistan, however.

Irag has a network of
smooth roads on flat ter-
rain. In Afghanistan, most
roads are paths of rocks and
dirt, and the MRAP is ill-
suited for navigating its
mountainous environ-
ments. The MRAP’s 36,000
pounds more than
10,000 pounds heavier than
the M-ATV — have given
drivers headaches as they
figure out how to maneuver

l The MATV vehicle, left, will gradually
take over for the MRAP vehicle,
right, which has proven ill suited for
the mountainous terrain of

| Afghanistan.

MCT photo

around tight corners and up
large hills.

Worse, McClatchy
Newspapers reported last
month that Afghan insur-
gents had found vulnerabil -
ities in the MRAP, attacking
convoys with explosive
charges that punched pro-
jectiles through the vehi-
cle’s hull. IEDs have caused
more than 60 percent of the
coalition fatalities from
hostilities in Afghanistan so
far this year.

[srael kills 6 Palestinians in surge of violence

By Mohammed Daraghmeh

Associated Press Writer

NABLUS, West Bank —
Israeli troops blasted their
way into the homes of three
wanted Palestinians on
Saturday, killing each in a
hail of bullets and straining
an uneasy security arrange-
ment with Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas.

Israel’s military said the
three, affiliated with a vio-
lent offshoot of Abbas’ Fatah
movement, were targeted
for killing an Israeli settler in
a roadside ambush earlier in
the week and had turned
down a chance to surrender.

In the Gaza Strip, three
young men approaching
Israel’s southern border
were killed by shots from an
Israeli helicopter gunship.
Saturday’s deaths made it
one of the deadliest days in
the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict since Israel waged war
on Gaza’s Islamic militant
Hamas rulers a year ago.

The violent Nablus raids,
after months of relative
quiet, embarrassed
Western-backed  Abbas,
whose security forces have
been coordinating some of
their moves with their Israeli
counterparts and share a
common foe, Hamas.

At the funeral for the slain

men, Abbas’ security policy
was denounced by thou-
sands of mourners, who
chanted: “Why the coordi-
nation while we are under
the bullets of the army?”’

Abbas’ prime minister,
Salam Fayyad, rushed to
Nablus in an apparent
attempt at damage control,
paying his respects at a large
communal wake and con-
deming Israel. “This attack
was a clear assassination,
and I believe it is targeting
our security and stability;’
Fayyad told The Associated
Press.

Israel did not let Abbas
know of the raid in advance,
said Maj. Peter Lerner, an
Israeli army spokesman.

Saturday’s killings put to
the test an often strained

relationship between
Israel’s military and Abbas’
security.

Since the violent takeover
of Gaza by Hamas in 2007,
Abbas has  gradually
strengthened his control in
West Bank towns to keep
the Islamists there in check.

Palestinian leaders fre-
quently complain that Israel
isundermining these efforts
by carrying out arrest raids
in areas under Palestinian
control. Israel counters that
while the performance of
the Palestinian security
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forces is improving, its mili-
tary will step in when nec-
essary.

The target of Saturday’s
predawn raids were three
longtime members of
Fatah’s violent offshoot, the
Al Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades.
The army said the three —
Anan Subeh, 36; Ghassan
Abu Sharah, 40; and Raed
Suragji, 40 — were involved
in Thursday’s deadly road-
side shooting of an Israeli
settler, and that Israeli
forces entered Nablus to try

kitchentune- -up
Ringin the _
New Year with 3

a Sparkling Kitchen!

<]+ CUSTOM CABINETS
P T\ CABINET REFACING
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to arrest them.

Dozens of Israeli soldiers,
some of wearing black
masks, poured into Nablus’
casbah, or old city, at about
2 a.m. They were backed by
sniffer dogs and dozens of
jeeps, bulldozers and other
military vehicles.

According to iCasual-
ties.org, a Web site that
tracks casualties in Iraq and
Afghanistan, IEDs have
killed 266 U.S. and coalition
troops so far this year, more
than triple the number two
years ago.

The military says the new
M-ATV’s lower weight
won’t mean less protection.
Like the MRAP, the M-

s ATV’s hull is V-shaped to

deflect explosions from the
vehicle’s crew, but the mili-

.| tary is withholding further

details of the M-ATV’s
counter-IED capabilities.
“It gives us the same pro-
tection as the MRAPs,’ said
Lt. Col. Michael Fordham, a
reservist from outside
Savannah, Ga., and the
executive officer of the

Georgia Army National
Guard’s 48th Brigade.

One of the M-ATV’s
major advantages is that
unlike the MRAP, it isn’t
confined to Afghanistan’s
few heavy-duty roads, a
limitation that helped
insurgents know where to
plant IEDs. However, the
steep mountains of eastern
Afghanistan and the
orchards and deep irriga-
tion ditches in parts of the
south will limit even the
12.5-ton M-ATV’s move-
ments.

Moreover, it’s not safe to
assume that insurgents
who've devised ways to
destroy the heavier MRAP
won’t in time also figure out
how to disable or destroy
the smaller M-ATV.

JAKERS

B AR AN‘D GRILL
New Year s Eve Roast
Beef & Seafood Buffet

£ Thursday, Dec. 31, 2009 ‘
;  4:30 - 10:00 pm

Adults $24.99 N
$21 99 Seniors $16.99 Kids”

Featurmg hand carved roast beef,
crab legs, salmon, almond crusted Cod
shrimp, potatoes au gratin, lobster blsque,
and our famous salad bar.

Limited dinner menu available.

Reservations Accepted — Call 733-8400
Walk-ins Welcome

1598 Blue lal(es Bivd. N.
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2010
will
mark
31 years
in
business
at the
same
location &
same owners
of
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Merry CHRISTmas & a Happy New Year from Carter & Donna Killinger!

We have so much to be thankful for. We rejoice & thank God for sending
his only begotten Son to redeem all who accept Jesus as our Lord & Savior.

JEesus Is THE REASON FOR THE SEASON

We want to thank all of our present & past customers, our employees, our suppliers
and all who have made our business a success. We look forward to continue serving
your auto repair, auto parts, & 24-HOUR TOWING needs in 2010.

WE OFFER GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
& MAJOR REPAIR. '

Besides selling & installing new engines, some with a 5 year- 50,000
mile warranty, we also sell and/or install remanufactured and
used engines and transmissions, hody parts & other used parts.

So, when you need a tow truck, auto repair, new,
manufactured or used auto parts...please remember the

ighway 30 Garage & Highway 30 Auto Parts LLC
21390 HWY 30 Twin Falls, ID 83301 » (208) 734-7090
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UNIFORM
STATION
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Rib Eye or
New York"
Steak

Bone-In Beef Loin,
Super Value Pack

Times-News, Twin Falls, Idaho

FIVE DAY{SALE!

B Prices Effective: Sunday, December 27th
'{@ through Thursday, December 31st, 2009

That’s Only

12 Pack|! ¢ \
Coca-Cola
Products ‘

12 oz. Cans, Regular or Diet,
Varieties May Vary By Location,
Limit 5

*Sale Price 4 for $13. Purchase 4 ( FOUR)
Coke 12 Pack, 12 oz. Cans with your Card
and receive One FREE. Must purchase 4
(FOUR) in the same transaction to receive
One FREE. Limit One FREE per transaction.

.

Ripe, Tasty :
. Save With Gard

53

When You Bu FIVE 44046, smal,
Salle wm‘ am V" Great for Guacamole

i e am B

Lean Culsme LEA *CLIISIJ

Entrees or Hot
Lean or Croissant *
Pockets or Subs

6 - 15.5 oz. Lean Cuisine or
6.5 - 13 oz. Hot Pockets,
Select Varieties

 Save With Card

N
2 Liter : Kroaer
Lobster Tails eq, | |Big K Soda Pop g
4. 5 oz., Frozen, Defrosted, 4 U Regular or Diet, Many Flavors To vegetable Tray y )
Equivalent to $19.96 Ib. . Choose From. . Save With Gard | {400z _ Save With Gard
King Crab o % Lay’s Potato
Legs Ay Chl s or Doritos
' \..1" Lay’s 05 11.5 oz. or Doritos
Fr(}zzgr%ei)gf?glsfte\ed& I } -_k i - 11.5-14.5 oz, All Varletles
< W b ol )
. i vy ol JV\ 98
99 Keebler or Nabisco : T -‘4‘4 ’
Crackers \ $ \ 99
lb 3.9 - 16C02~ }z(eemel’ Town G 0 D z‘:iall)el’nclel§~1<§14l’§1rchaﬁe7(TW()I)1 1)05 Clalr;is oszl.{aysPolalo
| (e s M) | Green Onion, | | R 4 ety
o il taiee S Gt | Cheeseballs - b | e L R Save With Gard
Whole == s Pace Picante
Jitamin D | T e:iczl;gtta iSauce or Salsa
m?ungli}. Da:ry 9.54 - 29.6 oz 16 oz., Select Varieties
1 9 9 All Varieties
Saue With Card 99 3
for
Save With Card Save With Gard
ES Cream Cheese, Sour Cream, Kroger Cheese
=) Cottage Cheese or Dlps 32 oz. Bars or l?hre@dgd,
. o e e—— Kroger, 8 oz. Cream Cheese or AL yarleles
- - : 16 oz. Cottage Cheese, Sour Cream M
-~ or Dips, All Varieties -
Gallon Milk o ® O : 8 8 ¢ : 99
Mountain Dairy, i | 3. y
2%, 1%, Skim or Skim Royale _ Save With Card _— T i save With Card
~====__- 30 Pack Budweiser,

Coors or Miller

' 12 oz. Cans Budweiser or Coors,
All Varieties or Miller Genuine

b st Draft or Lite
Pillsbury 99 Kroger 99 { T
Toaster s Deluxe Ice Cream i
Strudel y Yogurt or Sherbet > 99
11.5 0z., All Varieties Sl With Gard | 48 oz., All Varieties—  Save With Card

From Our 4 = Private Selection o ) :

In-Store &% Gourmet Cookies ) p Save With Card

12 Count, White Chocolate
Macadamia, Chocolate Lovers
or Oatmeal Walnut-Raisiny !

299

>

»  Save With Card

Martinelli's or
Kristian Regale
- Sparkling Juice

25.4 0z., Select Varieties

Kroger

]
Orange Juice
Gallon, Made
From Coneentrate, \
All' Varieties

Chritfnas
Close-Out!

Includes: Indoor/Outdoor  *

$ @ J ‘ $ Christmas Decor, Christmas_
A BN Trees, Lights and Trim-A-Tree. Off
for { for Selection May Vary, » Regular Retail
Save With Gard SaveWith Card | | While Supplies Last _ Save With Card
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bowl victories.

court, while teaching French to fifth-graders in the classroom.

Trojan trouble?

USC battles Boston
College, while Pittsburgh
and Marshall earn

Photos KARREN BOSSICK/For the Times-News
Exchange student Daniel Gomis of Senegal has made a big impact on and off the court for the Community School this winter. The 6-foot-9 forward is dominating on the

Glohe-trotter

From Senegal to Sun Valley, Gomis making impact on and off the court

By David Bashore  Times-News writer

SUN VALLEY — It’s alove affair no one wants
to see dissolve. But in the end, the Community
Schoolis just another stop along Daniel Gomis’
journey upward in the basketball world.

The 6-foot-9 forward is an
exchange student from Theis,
Senegal, the same hometown as
current College of Southern
Idaho guard Byago Diouf, and
came to Sun Valley from the
SEEDS Academy, which also
produced Diouf and CSI team-
mate Aziz N’diaye. While his
countrymen are at CSI, Gomis
brought more attention to his
present basketball program
than has been given in quite a
while — before a game had even
been played.

“The games before
Christmas are usually (heavily
attended) because the alumni
are back in town, but I've never
seen it that packed,’ said Jackie
Flanigan, Gomis’ host mother.
Her son, Tanner Flanigan, is
also on the boys basketball team
at the Community School.

“We haven’t had that many
people in who don’t have kids at
the school, and they’re there to
see Daniel play”

With good reason. Gomis
moves well for his size and
height, and at the Class 1A
Division II level he regularly

ball games: dunks.

all places?

delivers what pretty much
everyone loves to see in basket -

With his skill set, it’s a mortal
lock Gomis will only attend the
Community School this year
before heading to a more
renowned prep school for his
senior season to ready for what
could be a strong college career.

So why Sun Valley, Idaho, of

“He’s here for the academics,
to get his NCAA Clearinghouse
things in order,” Cutthroats
coach Ed Flory said. “I know
how tough that Clearinghouse
stuff is to go through. He’ll have
plenty of time to devote to bas-
ketball next year if he gets his i
SATs and ACTs together” T

It’s a smart move that should
allow Gomis to go straight to
the NCAA ranks rather than
passing through a junior college
like many international players
must. Various recruiting sites
on the Internet have Gomis
getting attention from ACC and
Big East schools, while Flory

See GOMIS, Sports 2
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nificant snowfall.

Sun Valley has given Senegalese exchange student Daniel Gomis his first taste of sig-

Florida’s Meyer resigns amid health concerns

AP photo
Florida coach Urban Meyer is stepping down because of health con-
cerns. He will coach the No. 5 Gators against Cincinnati in the Sugar
Bowl on New Year's Day. Meyer has led Florida to two national titles
in five seasons.

By Mark Long

Associated Press writer

GAINESVILLE, Fla. —
Urban Meyer resigned
Saturday as Florida’s football
coach after five seasons and
two national titles because of
health concerns that came to
light when he suffered chest
pains following the SEC
championship game