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JFAC sets budget target below Otter’s

Panel expects state
revenue of $2.20B
in fiscal year 2011

By Ben Botkin

Times-News writer

BOISE — Heads up, state agen-
cies. Deeper cuts are likely coming
your way.

On Friday, the Legislature’s Joint
Finance-Appropriations Commit-

enue projection that are lower than
earlier estimates from Gov. C.L.
“Butch” Otter.

JFAC, with a 16-4 vote along
party lines, approved the legisla-
tive Economic Outlook and
Revenue Assessment Committee’s
recommendation to plan on gener-
al fund revenues of $2.29 billion for
fiscal year 2011. That’s $59 million
less than Otter’s recommendation.

For the current fiscal year, which
ends in July, JFAC also supported
the legislative committee’s recom-
mendation of $2.28 billion for the
year, $69 million less than the gov-
ernor’s recommendation.

R-Rupert, and co-chairman of
JFAC, said that even with an eco-
nomic upswing there still would be
a lag of months before the results
of a rebound translate into state
revenue increases.

“I think we’d all love to have our
glass half full and we all would
hope that that economic growth
is going to be there,” Cameron
said in the hearing. “This com-
mittee is not projecting the econ-
omy. This committee is only set-
ting a number to which we will
budget to”

Cameron also urged the com-
mittee to be mindful of not placing

concern echoed by other lawmak-
ers who stressed the value of
avoiding mid-year cuts hitting the
state’s budget in fiscal year 2011.

“In reality what this committee
does is not based on pessimism or
optimism,” Cameron said. “It’s
based onrisk”

After the hearing, Wayne
Hammon, Otter’s budget chief,
said in an interview that JFAC’s
approach was the prudent way to
go about dealing with the budget
challenge.

While there were differences
between JFAC’s figures the gover-
nor’s, Hammon said that was

available now for JFAC than what
were available for Otter’s original
recommendation.

Minority party legislators,
including Rep. Wendy Jaquet,
D-Ketchum, opposed going with
the lower budget target. Jaquet said
the entire year’s revenues should
be looked at, not just the past two
months that have emerged since
the legislative session began.

“The concern I have is we're
adopting a forecast based on two
months when we really should be
looking at the entire year,” she said.

Ben Botkin may be reached at
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Area lawyers
mobilize to help
troops for free

Effort aimed at
assisting soldiers
headed overseas

By Andrea Jackson
Times-News writer

Ahandful of area lawyers
discussed on Friday mobi-
lizing a patriotic, pro-bono
effort aimed at offering free
legal assistance to soldiers
expected to deploy soon
with the Idaho Army
National Guard.

Twin Falls lawyer Lynn
Dunlap, a lieutenant
colonel with the Guard,
said Friday that an upcom-
ing deployment is slated to

leaving the state so that leaves 2,

involve 2,500 guardsmen
from Idaho. He said ser-
vicemen expected to
deploy to Iraq in August
will need legal assistance
for civil matters involving
custody, child support, and
creditor issues.

On Friday, Dunlap met
with a judge and four other
lawyers from the area to
discuss the need.

Dunlap said most of the
free legal assistance would
involve a minimal time
commitment, such as tak-
ing phone calls and filing
forms. “Iwant these people
to get help right away”

He said area lawyers
should volunteer to help
soldiers. “We have guys out

See GUARD, Main 2

MEAGAN THOMPSON/Times-News
Idaho Army National Guard Lt. Col. Lynn Dunlap, back left, talks with
Cassia County Judge Mick Hodges and Twin Falls attorneys Karen
McCarthy, Mike McCarthy and David Heida Friday afternoon at
Pandora’s restaurant in Twin Falls. ‘We have 2,500 soldiers who are

500 families behind, Dunlap said.

Wendell cracking down
on sewage violations

Cleaning firm’s
waste suspected
cause of damage

By Blair Koch

Times-News correspondent

WENDELL — Levi Diehl
pried open the manhole
cover, just like he has every
other day recently, to check
and clean the city of
Wendell sewer filter in the
alley behind Ace’s Towel
Service.

The water was clear but
the metal filter was again

caked. Wendell Public
Works Director Bob Bailey
surmised the pipe has for
years been the catching
point for sand, mud, straw,
COW manure — even rags —
believed to enter the sys-
tem from the towel -service
business.

“The filter’s pretty cov-
ered, same as last time,’
Diehl said, before snapping
a few pictures of the filter
with his cell-phone cam-
era. “We've got to docu-
ment everything”

The Public Works
Department sent Ace’s
Towel Service owners Chad

See SEWAGE, Main 2

tNTER THE TIGER

MEAGAN THOMPSON/ Times-News

Ikboljon Kasimov, a College of Southern Idaho student from Uzbekistan, carries a costume lion head as he and fellow student Gerardo Aguilar,
dressed as Buddha, prepare Friday night for the Chinese New Year celebration in Twin Falls. John Bowling, coordinator of the event benefiting
the Asian Student Organization, said the group’s mission is to increase cultural awareness in Twin Falls.

Asian students usher in Lunar New Year
with traditions, food and fun at CSI

By John Plestina

Times-News writer

known was that the Year of the Tiger
actually begins on Sunday, but perhaps

A traditional Chinese lion dance
with several people beneath a costume
resembling a dragon snaked its way
through the audience as the College of
Southern Idaho ushered in the Lunar
New Year for the sixth time on Friday.

What CSI students and attendees at
the Twin Falls festival may not have

nobody was too concerned about that
detail. Everyone was taking in the
Asian buffet, traditional music and a
judo demonstration in the Student

Union building.

Celebrated worldwide, the Lunar
New Year is also commonly known as
Chinese New Year and Spring Festival.

“It’s a big event for us. We get 400 to

500 people. It’s bigger than our own
birthdays,” said Maisie Trang, a first-
generation Chinese-American student
at CSI who serves as secretary of the
Asian Student Organization that host-
ed the event. Trang, who was born in
Twin Falls, said she is one of only a few
of the club’s more than 20 members
who are American born.

See NEW YEAR, Main 2

Olle llation, []]]del‘ SNIOW! 49 states have at least a dusting;

By Seth Borenstein

Associated Press writer

Forget red and blue —
color America white. There
was snow on the ground in
49 states Friday. Hawaii was
the holdout.

It was the United States of
Snow, thanks to an unusual
combination of weather
patterns that dusted the
U.S., including the sky-
scrapers of Dallas, the peach
trees of Atlanta and the
Florida Panhandle, where
hurricanes are more com-
mon than snowflakes.

More than two-thirds of
the nation’s land mass had

snow on the ground when
the day dawned, and then it
snowed ever so slightly in
Florida to make it 49 states
out of 50.

At the same time, those
weird weather forces are
turning Canada’s Winter
Olympics into the bring-
your-own-Snow games.

Who's the Great White
North now?

“I'm calling it the
upside-down winter,’ said
David Robinson, head of
the Global Snow Lab at
Rutgers University in New
Jersey.

See NEW YEAR, Main 2

® Hawaii is the only holdout
Snow coverage dominates the states

On Friday, 67.1 percent of the United States was covered by
snow with an average depth of eight inches. Later in the day
snow fell in various southern states, including Florida.

Snow depth in inches Friday 0 2
As of 12:01 a.m. EST ) )

AP

SOURCE: National Weather Service
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Pat’s Picks|

Three things to do today

Pat Marcantonio

¢ Get an early start on
Valentine’s Day at the
Valentine fundraiser dinner
at 6:30 p.m. at Golden
Heritage Senior Center, 2421
Overland Ave., Burley. The
event includes dinner and
entertainment. Admission is
$10 each or $15 per couple.

¢ The Snake River
DeMolay Chapter Uniform
Dinner honors and thanks
military personnel from 5 to
8 p.m. at the Jerome
Masonic Lodge, 225 E. First
Ave. There’s no cost.

¢ “My Dad is a Star” is
the theme of the Jubilee
Father Daughter Ball from
6:30t0 10 p.m. at The
Ballroom, 205 Shoshone St.
N., Twin Falls. Cost is $15
per couple with dancing,
dessert and a silent auction.
Proceeds go to Jubilee
House.

Have your own pick to
share? Something unique to
the area that may surprise
people? E-mail me at
patm@magicvalley.com.

Wendell Public
Works crew
| supervisor
Levi Diehl
& cleans debris

| from a sewer-
line filter
behind Ace’s
Towel Service.
The depart-
ment built a
manhole to
monitor waste
from the busi-
ness, which
was found to
be violating
city code.

BLAIR KOCH/For
the Times-News

Sewage

Continued from Main 1

and Sandy Swainston a letter,
dated Feb. 2, informing them
they were in “direct viola-
tion” of city code.

“The large amounts of
material coming down the
line get caught in the lift sta-
tion further down the system
and we suspect that this
material has been making its
way down there for years. It
gets caught in the equip-
ment,’ Bailey said.

The manhole was con-
structed recently solely to
measure waste from the com-
pany, Bailey said.

“We’ve long suspected that
the business was where the
material was coming from but
we could never prove it. Now
we know without a doubt,” he
said. “We suspect that the
material, because it clogs the
system and wears equipment
down, may have cost the city
tens of thousands of dollars
over the past few years.’

Bailey said the chemical
composition of wastewater
from the business, sent by the
city to alab for analysis, could
be interfering with the waste-
water treatment process.

The company washes and
sanitizes towels used in
dairies during milking. When
the detergents or sanitizers
are rinsed down the sewer

CORRECTION

T.F. police received
photo at later date

A story Thursday about a
victim apprehending a car
theft suspect erroneously

paraphrased an affidavit in |

support of a complaint writ-
ten by a Twin Falls Police
officer.

Twin Falls Police Chief
Jim Munn said Thursday
that a security photo taken
by alocal retailer of a suspect
using the victim’s credit card
was received by the depart-
ment on Feb. 4.

The Times-News regrets
the error.

they kill bacteria used during
the treatment process, Bailey
said.

“There is good reason these
materials are not allowed to
be discharged into the sewer
system and we just want the
company to make sure its
sewage meets the city’s
requirements,’ Bailey said.

Sandy Swainston, when
contacted by the Times-
News, didn’t deny the mate-
rial may originate from her
business but said she hadn’t
yet received a letter from the
city.

“T'll have to go to the city
and see what all of this is
about. I don’t know anything
about it” Swainston said,
declining further comment.

Bailey plans to hand-deliv-
er a copy of the letter and fol-
low up with the Swainstons
personally. He said the city is
willing to work with the
Swainstons to developing a
plan to rectify the problem,
including examining the pos-
sibility of pre-treating the
business’ waste.

“I don’t even want to fine
them, although under city
code they could be assessed
one, because I'd rather see the
money spent on solving the
problem,’ Bailey said.

Once this issue is resolved
Bailey said the city will tackle
a similar situation in south-
east Wendell.

“This isn’t the only busi-
ness in town doing stuff like
this and one by one we'’re
tracking them down,” he
said.

_SNOP&CK'LEUEI.S

Seasonal Percentage
% of Avg.
66%
67%
63%
61%
73%
62%
58%
77%
69%

Watershed
Salmon

Big Wood

Little Wood

Big Lost

Little Lost

Henrys Fork/Teton
Upper Snake Basin
Oakley

Salmon Falls

peak
45%
47%
43%
40%
47%
43%
40%
56%
49%
As of Feb. 12
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TODAY’S HAPPENINGS

TN Times-News, Twin Falls, Idaho

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Sun Valley Resort Winter Comedy Series,
featuring Jackie Kashian and Steve Mazan,
doors open 5:30 p.m., show 6:30 p.m.,
Boiler Room, Sun Valley Village, $15 at the
door ($10 with a Sun Valley season ski pass
or lift ticket); live music at 9 p.m. with
Jeremiah James Gang; $7 (first 10 people

at the door free), 622-2148.

BENEFITS AND FUNDRAISERS

Valentine Fundraiser Dinner, with entertain-

420-5445.

ment, 6:30 p.m., Golden Heritage Senior

Center, 2421 Overland Ave., Burley, $10 sin-

gle, $15 couple, 878-8646.

Jubilee Father Daughter Ball, 6:30 to
10 p.m., The Ballroom 205 Shoshone St. N.,
Twin Falls. Theme: “My Dad is a Star,” $15
father-daughter couple, (dancing, dessert,
and silent auction), proceeds to Jubilee

House, 316-1292.

North Canyon Medical Center Foundation
grand opening celebration, 6:30 p.m. wine
and cider social, 7:30 p.m. dinner, Gooding
Basque Center, hospital tours from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., dinner tickets: $50, proceeds
toward purchase of microscopic equipment

for surgery room, 934-5902.

Buttons and Bows Valentine Dance,
pre-rounds 7:30 p.m., square at 8 p.m.,
American Legion, Jerome, (bring red finger
foods), photos will be taken, fundraiser for
Relay for Life, $8 couple, $4 single, 536-

2243

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

ter children, noon to 5 p.m., 1563 Fillmore
St., Unit 2A, Twin Falls, supplies and sewing
machines provided, 736-7500.
Easter Seals Goodwill GoodGuides, youth
mentoring program for ages 12-17, 2 to
3 p.m., Snake River Youth Center
Community Room, 2469 Wright Ave., Twin
Falls, (no child care), no cost, 736-2026.
Snake River DeMolay Chapter Third Annual
Uniform Dinner, to honor and thank service
members, 5to 8 p.m., Jerome Masonic
Lodge, 225 E. First Ave., Jerome, no cost,

EXHIBITS

Art exhibitions by Quim Bove and Marta
Moreu, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Gallery DeNovo,
320 First Ave. N., Suite 101, Ketchum, free
admission, gallerydenovo.com or 726-8180.

Magic Valley Arts Council's multi-gallery
exhibitions and artists’ reception, new work
by gallery members and guest artist Elly
Young with fiber art at Full Moon Gallery of
Fine Art and Contemporary Craft, and “The
Canyon” oil paintings by Gloria Vaughn
Hann at Galeria Pequena, noon to 3 p.m.,
Magic Valley Arts Council's La Galeria
Pequena, 132 Main Ave. S., Main Street
Plaza, Twin Falls, no cost, 734-2787 or mag-
icvalleyartscouncil.org.

David Vestal photography, 1to 9 p.m., Jean
B. King Gallery at Herrett Center for Arts
and Science, College of Southern Idaho
campus, 315 Falls Ave., no cost, 732-6655.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Gun show, Twin Falls County Fairgrounds,
Merchant Building No. 3, free admission,
410-1738 or magicvalleyfleamarket.com.

MUSEUMS AND PARKS

Valentine Excursion, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
romantic winter getaway, Castle Rocks
State Park, Almo, $10 snowshoes for rent,
$5 for ages 17 and under, reservation: 679-

Faulkher Planetarium “The Planets” at 2 and

7 p.m., "WSKY: Radio Station of the Stars”
with live sky tour, 4 p.m.; and “Led

Zeppelin” Maximum Volume 1" at 8:15 p.m.,
Herrett Center for Arts and Science, CSI
campus, education-show tickets: $4.50
adults, $3.50 seniors, $2.50 students, fami-
ly special: $4.50 adults, up to five minors
for $1, additional children $2.50; Tickets for
8:15 p.m. show: $4.50 all ages; no cost for
children under 2 for all shows, 732-6655.
So | Got A New Telescope For Christmas,
Now What? Workshop hosted by Magic
Valley Astronomical Society, 7 p.m., Herrett
Center Rick Allen room, CSI campus, open
to public, no cost, 731-3124.
Star Party with telescope viewing, 7 p.m. to
midnight, Herrett Center Centennial
Observatory, view Mars, star clusters, nebu-

lae and galaxies (moonless night), no cost,

731-3124.

REMINDER

Reminder for Monday: Sons of Norway

Christian Men’s Fellowship and no-host
breakfast, 7 to 8:30 a.m., Depot Grill, Twin

Falls, no cost, 733-5501.

Make-n-Take crafts, walk-ins welcome,
10 a.m.to1p.m., Twin Falls Creative Arts
Center, 249 Main Ave. W., $5, 737-9111 or

tfcreativeartscenter.com.

Pioneers Button Club, collect new and old

buttons, juniors welcome, noon to 3 p.m.,
Jaker's, 1598 Blue Lakes Blvd. N.
326-5476 or singforjoy84@hotmail.com.
Idaho Quiltworks, sewing pillowcases for fos-

, Twin Falls,

SilverSneakers Fitness Program at Curves of
Twin Falls, complete cardio and circuit
training with resistance, state-of-the-art
equipment and “Curves Smart” personal-
ized coaching, 7 to 11 a.m., Twin Falls
Curves, 690 Blue Lakes Blvd. N., no cost for
Humana Gold-insured or AARP provided by
Secure Horizons, 734-7300.

MARKETS

Magic Valley Flea Market, 9a.m.to 5 p.m,in
conjunction with the Lewis and Clark Trade

Magic Valley Viking Lodge, meeting and
Norwegian Bingo, 7 p.m., Our Savior
Lutheran Church, 464 Carriage Lane N.,
Twin Falls, public invited, 733-1792.

To have an event listed, please submit the
name of the event, a brief description, time,
place, cost and contact number to Mirela
Sulejmanovic by e-mail at msulej-

manovic@magicvalley.com; by phone, 735-

3278; by fax, 734-5538; or by mail, Times-
News, P.0.Box 548, Twin Falls, ID 83303-
0548. Deadline is noon, four days in
advance of the event.

Guard

Continued from Main 1

in the sandbox, under
attack,” Dunlap said.

Soldiers shouldn’t be
distracted by legal issues at
home during a deploy-
ment, said Dunlap, adding
that free assistance would
only help.

Dunlap said most of the
300 to 400 cases he han-
dled during the last
deployment were handled
for free and typically
resolved quickly. “We did a
good job last time,” said
Dunlap, adding, “We're
going to do a better job this
time”

There isn’t yet a pool of
lawyers pledging support
for the effort, he said, but at
least four attorneys who
met Friday were willing to
lend a hand, including:
Mike McCarthy and Karen
McCarthy, of the Twin
Falls branch of Idaho Legal
Aide Services Inc.; David
Heida, president of the 5th
District Bar Association;
and Tony Valdez, chairper-
son for the Idaho Volunteer
Lawyers Program.

Mike McCarthy, manag-
ing attorney for Idaho Legal
Aide, said Friday that he
anticipates at least 20 to 30

New Year

Continued from Main 1

“We learn about our
own culture. It's the Year
of the Tiger this year,” she
said. “This is a fundraiser
for us. We like to share our
culture”

Numerous other stu-
dents contributed to the
event.

“A lot of our senators
are involved in this event,”
said Sheree Haggan, who
is active in the CSI
Student Government As-
sociation.

Student-body Presi-
dent Lacey Haggan intro-
duced the entertainment.

“I'm very proud of the
Asian organization,” she
said.

Numerous CSI stu-
dents not affiliated with
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lawyers from the area’s 5th
Judicial District in south-
central Idaho might partic-
ipate in the initiative.

The Idaho State Bar
urges lawyers to provide at
least 50 hours of free legal
services per year.

Heida provided his sup-
port Friday saying, “I’ll be
more than happy to help
out. ... I think it’s a good
idea?”

Judges can’t work as
lawyers in the effort, but
they can assist in other
ways such as by building
momentum for the cause.

“It’s a very patriotic,
wonderful thing for us tobe
able to support this,” said
Cassia County Magistrate
Judge Mick Hodges. “I wish
Icoulddoit”

Dunlap said that, by
April or May, he would like
to offer deploying soldiers
with contact numbers of
attorneys willing to help
them at no cost.

Information: Dunlap,
734-5885, or the Idaho
Volunteer Lawyers Pro-
gram, 334-4500.

Andrea Jackson may be
reached at ajackson@mag-
icvalley.com or 735-3380.

the club or student govern-
ment also took in the festiv-
ities.

“I’'m here for the food and
the entertainment,” said
CSI  student Richard
McWaters. “I've been a cou-
ple of other times. It’s excit -
ing”

“I’ve never been to one of
these and I thought it would
be really cool,” said Kathy
Young, also a CSI student.
“It's really an incredible
event”

Proceeds from the dinner
benefitted educational
activities for the Asian
Student Organization.

John Plestina may be
reached at jplestina@mag-
icvalley.com or 208-358-
7062.

Get up to the

minute weather

forecasts at
Magicvalley.com

Snow

Continued from Main 1

Snow paralyzed and fas-
cinated the Deep South on
Friday. Snowball fights
broke out at Southern
Mississippi ~ University,
snow delayed flights at the
busy Atlanta airport, and
Louisiana hardware stores
ran out of snow supplies.
Andalusia, Ala., shut down
its streets because of snow.
And yet, Portland, Maine,
where snow is usually a
given, had to cancel its
winter festival for lack of
the stuff.

Weather geeks turned
their eyes to Hawaii. In that
tropical paradise, where a
ski club strangely exists,
observers were looking
closely at the islands’
mountain peaks to see if
they could find a trace of
white to make it a rare 50-
for-50 states with snow.
But there was no snow in
sight.

Hawaii’s  13,800-foot
Mauna Kea volcano, which
often gets snow much of
the year at its higher eleva-
tions, is the most likely
place in the 50th state to
have snow, but there “is
nothing right now,’ said

research  meteorologist
Tiziana Cherubini at the
Mauna Kea  Weather

Center. It has been a few
weeks since there has been
snow in the mountains,
and none is in the forecast,
ruining a perfect 50-for-
50, she said.

Theidea of 50 states with
snow is so strange that the
federal office that collects
weather statistics doesn’t
keep track of that number
and can’t say whether it
has ever happened. The
office can’t even say
whether 49 out of 50 has
ever taken place before.

Snow experts at the
Global Snow Lab were
combing their records but
said it may be days before
they find out if there has
ever been a 50-for-50
snow day. Their best sus-
pect — Jan. 19, 1977 — had
snow in Florida, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama and
Georgia, but then Robinson
looked for snow in South
Carolina and couldn’t find
any.

As of Friday morning,
67.1 percent of the U.S. had
snow on the ground, with
the average depth a healthy
8 inches. Normally, about
40 or 50 percent of the U.S.
has snow cover this time of
year, Robinson said.

AP photo
Children play in the snow at the
base of a palmetto tree on the
Statehouse grounds during the-
first snowfall of the season
Friday in Columbia, S.C.

It snowed for only 10
minutes in Century, Fla.,
just north of Pensacola,
barely enough to scrape a
few snowballs from the
hood of a truck. But that
was enough for 6-year-old
Kaleb Pace.

“I’ve only ever seen snow
on TV till now;’ Kaleb said,
smiling.

This is after a month that
saw the most snow cover
for any December in North
America in the 43 years that
records have been kept.
And then came January
2010, which ranked No. 8
among all months for
North American snow
cover, with more than
7.03 million square miles of
white.

The all-time record is
February 1978, with
731 million square miles.
There is a chance this
February could break that.

There is also a chance
that this could go down as
the week with the most
snow cover on record,
Robinson said.

Stay tuned. The weather
pattern is in a snow rut.

At least in Washington,
where snow is now meas-
ured by the yardstick, more
snow may be coming soon.
It looks like a little more
snow on Monday and
maybe a lot more about a
week or so after that.

“As long as this pattern
persists we have potential
for additional storms,’ said
Dan Petersen, lead winter
weather forecaster at the
National Weather Service
prediction center in Camp
Springs, Md.
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Law Disorder...

STH DISTRICT COURT NEWS

CASSIA COUNTY
FELONY SENTENCINGS

... .n Cassia County

From Jan. 21 police reports:

Disturbing the peace, etc.;

Police responded to a Burley resi-
dence regarding a female, 29,
wearing “a black hooded sweat-
shirt with pink pajama bottoms”
breaking a window with a rock at
about 10 a.m. and yelling at a
woman in the house, telling her
“to save herself."

When questioned, according to
Deputy Jarrod Thompson's
report, the suspect “identified
herself as President Monson of
the Mormon Church.” She
reportedly said she was at the
house “to save the children” and
that she could “hear the children
in her mind."

The woman in the house, accord-
ing to the report, said the sus-
pect first knocked on her door,
telling her “he doesn't mean to
hurt you, save yourself” — then
walked into the house. The vic-
tim said she pushed the pajama-

Emily K. Thurber, 27, sexual
abuse of child under 16, $500
fine, $797.50 costs, two years
prison determinate, 10 indeter-
minate, retained jurisdiction;
criminal conspiracy amended
to sexual battery of minor 16 to
17 years of age, $500 fine,
$788.50 costs, two years
prison determinate, 10 indeter-
minate, retained jurisdiction;
statutory rape of female under
age 18, dismissed by prosecu-
tor; sexual abuse of child under
16, dismissed by prosecutor;
lewd conduct with child under
16, dismissed by prosecutor;
criminal conspiracy, dismissed
by prosecutor; statutory rape
of female under age 18, dis-
missed by prosecutor; criminal
conspiracy, dismissed by pros-
ecutor; sexual battery of minor
1610 17 years of age, dismissed
by prosecutor; statutory rape
of female under age 18, dis-
missed by prosecutor; criminal
conspiracy, dismissed by pros-
ecutor.

Kyle J. Edgar, 32, forgery, $500

wearing woman outside and
locked the door, which is when
she reportedly broke the window
and screamed, “He is going to
strangle them ... Save yourself ...
He will kill them all.”

The woman, who allegedly con-
tinued to insist she was Thomas
Monson, was arrested for dis-
turbing the peace, trespassing,
malicious injury to property, and
unlawful entry.

Her 80-year-old grandfather said
the woman is staying with him
and that she “has not been diag-
nosed with any ‘mental condi-
tion' nor is she on any pre-
scribed medication.” According
to the report, he said she came
home the previous night and
“did not want to be bothered,
went to sleep, then woke up at 2
a.m. “and had been ranting and
carrying on ever sense (sic)."

— Damon Hunzeker

Paul to accept credit
cards for city payments

By Coreen Hart

Times-News correspondent

PAUL — The Paul City
Council on Wednesday
agreed to begin accepting
credit card payment for city
bills and services.

Councilman Bob Dempsay,
who researched the credit
card program, said the pack-
age Paul is buying will allow
the city to accept Visa,
Mastercard and Discover
cards, and residents will also
be able to pay their utility bills
at Key Bank. He feels the
added convenience will create
further goodwill for the city.

“Young people today do
not use cash anymore;’ said
Councilman Garth Baker.
“They use credit cards?”

In other business,
Councilman Bruce Hossfeld
asked Minidoka County
Undersheriff Vic Watson
about the zoning charges
against a property within city
limits that is home to a tree-
trimming business. Watson
said the judge dropped the

fine, $100.50 costs, three years
probation, two years prison
determinate, five indetermi-
nate, two days credited, peni-
tentiary suspended; theft by
receiving or possessing stolen
property, dismissed by prose-

charges stemming from zon- cutor.
ing ordinance violations. DRIVING UNDER THE
What he said was the | o | eNCE SENTENCINGS

criminal justice system was
not the proper venue for zon-
ing ordinance violations,’
said Watson. “His recom-
mendation was that he would
rather see this in the civil

Kaylyn Petersen-Jones, 45, driv-
ing under the influence, with-
held disposition.

Skylar David Lee Parton, 23,
driving under the influence
(second offense), $400 fine,

rocess.)”
; Also, the council discussed $100 suspende_d, $132.50
lans f(,)r the Paul City Park costs, driver’s license suspend-
P “Planning and Zoning h;l d ed 365 days, 12 months proba-

tion, 90 days jail, 80 suspend-
ed, two credited; driving with-
out privileges (second offense),
$100 fine suspended, driver's
license suspended 365 days, 12
months probation, 90 days jail,
70 suspended, two credited.
Ernesto Figueroa, 35, driving
under the influence, $300 fine
suspended, driver's license
suspended 90 days, 12 months
probation, 180 days jail, 167
suspended, 13 credited; failure

a park meeting this week, and
we reviewed the plans for the
park for the disk golf and
talked about the sponsor-
ship,” Hossfeld said. “We dis-
cussed plans for the trees for
that, and the possibility that
plaques would cost $250.
That was the recommenda-
tion of the council”

“We have samples of the
metal for the signs,” said

Public Works Director i h nvalid driver’
Richard Rau. “Actually what I'O purc ;;88;.‘”“' rlvgrg
they are is cutouts”” Icense, IN€ Suspended,

$7750 costs, driver's license
suspended 90 days, 12 months
probation, 30 days jail sus-
pended.

Rau is arranging for spon-
sorship of the 140 trees in the
new park, and the plaques
will bear donor names.

Hazelton chosen as Otter’s
next ‘Capital for a Day’

Times-News

Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter
announced that Hazelton
will be Idaho’s “Capital for a
Day” on Friday, Feb. 19.

The first-come, first-
served open opportunity to
meet with the governor,
selected members of his
cabinet and other senior
state officials is scheduled
from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Valley Christian
Center located at 35 Main
St., Hazelton.

Otter will join Mayor Roy
McDowell, other state and
local leaders, and communi-
ty members for lunch at the
same location.

“Tt’s no surprise that the
legislative district that
includes Hazelton is repre-
sented by both co-chairs of
the budget-setting Joint

Remembermg the'Li
Georgia Mullikin

Saturday, February 13th

at 11:00 am
i Burley United
N A Methodist Church

(450 E 27th St ~ Burley, Id)

p

Georgia was very involved in our Mini-Cassia

Community, Owner of Mullikin Music Store,
m Active with Mt. Harrison Heritage Foundation.
‘ Please come and help us celebrate Georgia’s life.

il
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Friends may call the church from 10am - 10:45am
prior to the funeral on Saturday.

MISDEMEANOR SENTENCINGS

Terry Lee Hatch, 55, public inde-
cency, 12 months probation,
180 days jail, 63 suspended, 27
credited; disturbing the peace,
$100 fine, $87.50 costs, 12
months probation, 180 days
jail, 63 suspended, 27 credited.

Rick James Case, 43, failure to
purchase or invalid driver's
license, $100 fine, $87.50
costs.

Zachary E. Rosa, 25, dispensing
alcohol to minor, $970 fine,
$152.50 costs, 12 months pro-
bation, 90 days jail, 80 sus-

Finance-Appropriations
Committee and the chair-
man of the House Resources
and Conservation Comm-
ittee,” Otter said. “It’s an
area that is particularly rep-
resentative of Idaho’s rural
values and agricultural her-
itage. My cabinet and I are

ded.
pleased to get the chance to pena
make it the seat of state gov- Catarina Jane Valero, 13, battery
amended to disturbing the

ernment for the day?”

Federal & State Tax
Introductory Offers:
* Personal 1040 Return
(Up to 2 Schedules, A, C, or f).... Onlysgg 00

* 1040A 4 00
Only.........
We can come to you. No additional charge in the Twin Falls Area.

ABTS A. Brian Cogan, CPB

Certified Public Bookkeeper & Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor
W | Call 944-9393

_— it to schedule your appointment.
Tr”""srnme www.assetbookandtax.com |

\\NQZJ%:@\

Services under the direction of

Morrison Funeral Home & Crematory.

peace, 30 days jail credited.

Jorge Aguirre Sr., 37, domestic vio-
lence with no traumatic injury,
$200 fine, $152.50 costs, 12
months probation, 180 days jail,
170 suspended, three credited,
anger/alcohol evaluation to be
done within 30 days.

Steven Jay Cole, 58, committing
cruelty to animals, withheld dis-
position.

Travis E. Tomberlin, 38, maintain-
ing vicious dogs or cats, 38, $300
fine suspended, $87.50 costs.

Jose A. Aguilar, 27, driving without
privileges, $200 fine, $202.50
costs, driver’s license suspended
180 days, 12 months probation,
60 days jail, 58 suspended, two
credited.

Sarah A. Merrick, 22, driving with-
out privileges amended to dri-
ver's license violation, $150 fine,
$8750 costs.

Jose A. Cabral-Murillo, 23, failure
to purchase or invalid driver's
license, $200 fine, $87.50 costs.

Steven C. Matters, 27, violation of
no-contact order, $150 fine,
$117.50 costs, 90 days jail, 14
credited, seven days jail in lieu of
fines and costs.

Ruben Montoya-Candelas, 24, fail-
ure to carry driver's license on
person, $13.50 fine, $87.50 costs.

Pedro Bailon, 20, attempting to
flee or elude an officer, $100 fine,
$87.50 costs, 12 months proba-
tion, 90 days jail, 88 suspended,
two credited.

MISDEMEANOR DISMISSALS

Steven Kent Garner, 31, insuffi-
cient funds check fraud, dis-
missed by prosecutor.

Erika L. Staker, 21, malicious injury
to property, dismissed by prose-
cutor.

Carlos Hurtado Gil, 19, failure to
purchase or invalid driver's
license, dismissed by prosecutor.

Miguel Torres Ruiz, 45, failure to
purchase or invalid driver's
license, dismissed by prosecutor.

MINIDOKA COUNTY
FELONY SENTENCINGS
Jorge Sierra-Ruiz, 49, driving under
the influence, $112.50 costs, dri-
ver's license suspended two years,

three years probation, one year
prison determinate, four indeter-
minate, retained jurisdiction; mis-
demeanor reckless driving
amended to felony attempting to
elude an officer, bond reduced to
$2,500 with conditions, $599.50
fine, three years probation, one
year prison determinate, four
indeterminate, retained jurisdic-
tion; driving without privileges,
dismissed by prosecutor; proba-
tion violation, 296 days credited,
retained jurisdiction.

Melissa Ann Marston, 25, lewd con-
duct with a child under 16 amend-
ed toinjury to a child, three years
probation, two years prison deter-
minate, four indeterminate, peni-
tentiary suspended.

WANTED

in Mini-Cassia
Alexis Nevarez

Ybarra
Age: 26

i Description: 5
feet, 7inches;
¥ 176 pounds:

= brown eyes

* Wanted for:
Failure to appear on pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia charge; carrying a
concealed weapon while
under the influence;
$15,000 bond.

The Cassia County Sheriff's
Office asks anyone with
information pertaining to
Ybarra to call 878-2251, or
Crime Stoppers, at 878-
2900.

JAKERS

BAR anp GRILL

Mardi Gras Buffet

Tuesday Feb. 16 - 4:00-10: 00pm

Adults$1499
Seniors $9.99 Kids € ™

Featurmg Shrimp Creole, Chicken
Gumbo, Cajun Catfish, Steamed Crawdads,
Blackened Chicken Pasta and our
famous Salad Bar
$5.00 Mardi Gras Drink Specials -
Including famous Hurricanes
$5 & $6 Happy Hour Appetizers All Night
Reservations Accepted - Walk-ins Welcome
733-8400

1598 Blue Lakes Bivd. N.

www.jakers.com Yy

Saturday « February 13 « 9:00 am- 6:00 pm
@onsored by Lewis-Clark Trader + (208) 746-5555

Twin Falls, Idaho

Twin Falls County Fairgrounds « Fair Avenue « Filer, Idaho

MIEUSANDS @F BARG NS00
YOU CAN BUY, SELL & TRADE!

Sunday « February 14 « 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Admission $6.00

/

R_Y7Z) Hilton
2N Garden Inn

Twin Falls

THE GREAT

erican

Hilton Garden Inn, and to our restaurant, The Great American
Grill. Whether you are craving a mouth watering steak, fresh
seafood, or a Mobley burger; The Great American Grill can
make it for you, to your specifications. Come and join us for
great food and drinks in the Pavilion Lounge. We are also

open to provide room service to your room.

® 24 hour pool, whirlpool and fitness center by Precor®
* Complimentary 24-hr Business Center
* Complimentary WIFI

* Fridge, microwave & coffeemaker in every room

® Evening room service

Valetmes Spelal

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,
February 12-14, 2010

Includes room, dinner for two, champagne or
cider for $125/ or Dinner for two includes

= Soup/Salad, Dessert, Steak & Lobster for $50.

1741 Harrison Street North, Twin Falls, Idaho, USA 83301
Tel: 1-208-733-8500 Fax: 1-208-733-8501

rill

You do not have to go far to have a great meal. Welcome to

NW
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Blaine County schools to seek judicial
confirmation to borrow from bond

Money would
give schools a
jump-start on
construction

By Karen Bossick
Times-News correspondent

Blaine County School
Board Trustees hope a judge
will give them approval to get
a jump-start on construc-
tion projects by borrowing
from a plant facilities levy
voters approved in October.

The school district will file
a petition for judicial confir-
mation in Blaine County 5th
District Court to borrow
from the 10-year, $59.8 mil-
lion levy to fund several proj-
ects, including heating-sys-
tem upgrades and a geother -
mal heating development
the district has received a
$4 million U.S. Department

of Energy grant for.

Funding from the levy
won’t become available in
July, but area residents in
January urged the school
board to fast-track planned
construction projects fund-
ed by levy dollars to save
money in the long run and
take advantage of current
government building incen-
tives. Many said doing so
could stimulate the Wood
River Valley economy, as
trustees pledged to seek local
bids and workers for the
projects.

The board voted 3-1 on
Tuesday to seek judicial con-
firmation to borrow on
future bond revenue. Paul
Bates cast the lone dissent-
ing vote, repeating a few res-
idents’ concerns that the
district has not sufficiently
prioritized the projects it
wants to undertake should
the funding come available.

In other action, the school
board voted to pay
McKinstry Engineering of
Seattle up to $290,000 to

design the district’s updated
geothermal and heating sys-
tem. A few residents have
expressed concern that
McKinstry, which has an
office in Boise, isn’t a local
business.

But district Finance
Manager Mike Chatterton
said McKinstry, which
helped the school district get
the Department of Energy
grant, provided a service
that couldn’t be obtained
locally.

High school senior
Brendan Freund and two
parents lauded a plan allow-
ing school sport participants
to fulfill one of the two phys-
ical education credits the
district requires high school
students to take prior to
graduation.

Freund, who has been
accepted to  Stanford
University, lamented that he
was unable to take an
advanced placement eco-
nomic class because of the
physical education require-
ment, even though he is on

his school’s cross country
team.

Parents Penny Eagan and
Joanne Brand pressed
trustees to allow students to
receive one credit per
extracurricular sport. They
emphasized they’re not try-
ing to do away with physical
education requirements but
want students already
engaged in sports to have
more flexibility in schedul-
ing classes.

Trustee Steve Guthrie said
he’d be willing to consider
awarding one credit per
sport after mentally calcu-
lating how much time his
child spends in extracurric-
ular sports.

Students who participate
in extracurricular sports do
better academically and
have a lower dropout rate,
said Wood River High School
Principal John Blackman.

District Superintendent
Lonnie Barber noted that the
physical education require-
ment is a requirement of the
school district, not the state.

STH DISTRICT COURT NEWS

TWIN FALLS COUNTY
FELONY SENTENCINGS

Jack L. Merrill, 20, Cottonwood;
issuing check with insufficient
funds ($250 or greater); three
years penitentiary; one determi-
nate, two indeterminate; judge
granted retained jurisdiction;
sentenced to 180 days to be
served at the Idaho State Board
of Correction; $500 public
defender fee; $100.50 costs; $2,
155.69 restitution; no bond.

Darrell W. Friel, 52, Hansen; grand
theft; five years penitentiary; two
determinate, three indetermi-
nate; judge granted retained
jurisdiction; sentenced to 180
days to be served at the Idaho
State Board of Correction;
$125.50 costs; $2,800 restitu-
tion; no bond.

Janice S. Browne, 55, Twin Falls;
delivery of methamphetamine;
seven years penitentiary; three
determinate, four indeterminate;
judge granted retained jurisdic-
tion; sentenced to 180 days to be
served at the Idaho State Board
of Correction; consecutive;
$165.50 costs; $2,114.48 restitu-
tion; no bond.

FELONY DISMISSALS
Byron G. Pearce, 41, Twin Falls;
malicious injury to property; dis-
missed by state.
Charles T. Shaffer, 23, Filer; pos-
session of methamphetamine;
dismissed by prosecutor.

FELONY ACQUITTALS
Michael A. Loya, 20, Twin Falls;
rape; acquittal by unanimous
jury; found innocent.

DRIVING UNDER THE
INFLUENCE SENTENCINGS
Justin T. Young, 24, Meridian; driv-
ing under the influence (exces-
sive); $800 fine, $600 suspend-
ed; $132.50 costs, $75 public
defender fee; 90 days jail, 80 sus-
pended, credit for three served,
56 hours work detail in Ada coun-
ty; driving privileges suspended
365 days; 12 months probation.

MISDEMEANOR SENTENCINGS
Jose E.R. Tzintzun, 35, Hailey; driv-
ing under the influence; withheld
judgment; amended to inatten-
tive/careless driving; $300 fine,
$150 suspended; $8750 costs;
10 days jail, balance suspended,
credit for time served; six months

probation.

Aaron R. Torres, 22, Twin Falls;
driving without privileges; $600
fine, $300 suspended; $102.50
costs; 90 days jail, 88 suspend-
ed, credit for time served, 16
hours work detail; driving privi-
leges suspended 180 days; six
months probation.

Timothy W. Campbell, 26, Twin
Falls; driving without privileges;
$500 fine, $250 suspended;
$102.50 costs; 90 days jail, 88
suspended, credit for time
served, two days work detalil;
driving privileges suspended 180
days; 12 months probation.

Aleksander V. Gelver, 25, Buhl;
driving without privileges;
amended to driving without privi-
leges two or more; $102.50
costs; 180 days jail, credit for 30
served:; driving privileges sus-
pended 365 days; consecutive.

Michael D. Easley Jr., 30, Twin
Falls; battery; $500 fine, $250
suspended; $87.50 costs, $75
public defender fee; 90 days jail,
88 suspended, credit for two
served; 12 months probation.

Martin A. Buckley, 46, Twin Falls;
possession of paraphernalia;
$12750 costs, $75 public defend-
er fee uncollectible; 180 days jail,

credit for 96 served; concurrent
with felony.

Jessy A. Salas, 30, Twin Falls; pos-
session of paraphernalia; $500
fine, $300 suspended; $127.50
costs; 180 days jail, 178 suspend-
ed, 16 hours work detail; 12
months probation.

Victor S. Rodriguez, 22, Buhl;
domestic battery; $600 fine,
$300 suspended; $117.50 costs;
180 days jail, balance suspended,
credit for time served; 12 months
probation, six months probation.

Ramiro R. Ramirez, 23, Jerome;
battery; $87.50 costs waived; 120
days jail, credit for time served;
concurrent with felony.

Diane L. Bower, 46, Buhl; petit
theft; amended to wilful conceal-
ment; $300 fine, $150 suspend-
ed; $87.50 costs, $75 public
defender fee; 30 days jail, bal-
ance suspended, credit for time
served; six months probation;
$40 restitution.

David W. Corbett, 61, Filer; aggra-
vated assault; amended to

assault; $300 fine, $150 sus-
pended; $8750 costs; 90 days
jail; 12 months probation; con-
secutive; aggravated assault;
amended to assault; $300 fine,
$150 suspended; 90 days jail; 12
months probation.

Dustin E. McCallister, 26, Filer;
malicious injury to property;
$300 fine, $200 suspended:
$8750 costs, $75 public defend-
er fee; 30 days jail, balance sus-
pended, credit for time served;
six months probation.

Jerome fire station becoming
Regional Response Center

By John Plestina

Times-News writer

JEROME — At the urging
of Jerome’s fire chief, the
city’s Station No. 2 is becom-
ing the Regional Response
Center for southern Idaho.

Jerome Fire Chief Mike
Hatfield has more than
25 years of hazardous-mate-
rial response experience, and
offered to make available one
of his facilities as the home
base of the Magic Valley
Emergency Response Team.

“T stepped up to the plate
and made the offer;’ Hatfield
said.

One of Hatfield’s first pri-
orities after coming to Jerome
in September was to staff
Station No. 2 on West Yakima
Avenue. Built about five years
ago, the modern facility had
been used for storage over
most of its life span.

With the station near
Interstate 84 now staffed,
Hatfield suggested to other
area fire chiefs to house the
response team and its equip-
ment at the facility. Most of
the team’s equipment cur-
rently housed at several
located will be relocated to
Jerome.

The team, comprised of
firefighters from throughout
the region, provides emer-
gency response from the edge
of the Treasure Valley nearly
to Pocatello.

Fire departments from
throughout the region have
participated in a mutual-aid
agreement for hazardous
material response since 1996,
Hatfield said.

Hazardous materials
response is  necessary,
Hatfield said. “Every day
there is some mad scientist
making something new that
finds its way out of the bot-
tle. he said.

Station No. 2 won’t
become a toxic materials
storage or disposal facility,
Hatfield said.

It will, however, become a
regional training facility.

In preparation for the sta-
tion becoming a regional
training facility, the Jerome
Urban Renewal Agency
granted $3,159 earlier this
month for the purchase of
tables and chairs for training
sessions.

John Plestina may be
reached at jplestina@mag-
icvalley.com.

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL!

28°= TOP SIRLOIGI\II ;or T\Ig\lg
with Shrimp Cocktail 9nly M

and Red Velvet Cake
FRIDAY - SATURDAY - SUNDAY

Open 7 Days
A Week

Nion¥and

STEAK HOUSE

Open for Lunch
Live Music
Fri. & Sat.

1826 Canyon Crest Drive ¢ 734-7476

(Off Poleline Rd. West - behind Les Schwabh Tires)

FREE
EVALUATION
AND CASH
OFFER!

CONFIDENTIAL

+ All transactions
are strictly confidential

» Of course, there is
never any charge for
our opinion or advice

PAYING
MORE FOR
SILVER

DOLLAR

Holiday Inn Express: Twin Falls

1994 FHlimore st.

(West of HWY. 93 and South of Pole Line rd.)
PRIVATE AND Wednesday, February 16, - 9-7 pim

Thursday, February 17, - 9-7 pm
Friday, February 18, - 9-7 pmm
Saturday, February 19, - 9-5 pm

WILL PAY 800% OR MORE (8 TIMES FACE VALUE)

ON SILVER COINS

(1964 AND BEFORE)

(prices subject to change without notice)

CASH OFFERS MADE ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS

BRING IT ALL
& WE'LL SORT
THROUGH IT!

APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

Silver Coins 1964 and older

Kennedy Clad Half Dollars (1965-1970)
Silver Dollars - Morgan and Peace Dollars
Certified Coins - PCGS, ANC, NGC & others
Large and Small Coin Collections

GSA Carson City (CC) Silver Dollars

Indian Head Pennies
Wheat Pennies

GOLD AND SILVER BULLION

American Eagles * Canadian Maple Leafs
Krugerrands ¢ Gold Art Bars
.999 Silver - 100 oz, 10 oz. and 1 oz. Bars

Franklin and Danbury Mint Coins and Bars
Sterling Coins and Bars

V, Buffalo and War Nickels

Gold Coins
Rare Coins
Foreign Coins

Mint & Proof Coins - US & Foreign
Canadian Silver Coins

Commerative Coins

Coins in Plastic Holders

All Types of Coins

)0 NOT

ou may decrease
their value.

ISN'T CASH
IN HAND BETTER
THAN...
SCRAP IN YOUR
DRAWER

OLD MONEY

Paper Money - Red and Blue Seal

National Currency
Fractional Currency

Confederate Currency
Silver and Gold Certificates

Old Currency with Bank Names On Them

$1000 and $500 Bills

GOLD AND JEWELRY

Dental Gold, Scrap Gold, 10K, 14K, 18K, 22K

Nugget

Old Class Rings * Wedding Rings
Industrial Gold * Broken Jewelry
Antique Jewelry & Filigree Rings

Jewelry

Platinum Jewelry
Charm Bracelets

Old Garnet Jewelry ¢ Old Mountings

Bracelets and Necklaces

G

<= £2)
ek

PLATINUM ITEM

Platinum Bars
Platinum Jewelry Crucibles

Platinum Wire

STERLING ITEMS

Silverware
Flatware

Jewelry

Tea Sets
Holloware
Candle Sticks

COSTUME JEWELRY

Eisenberg
Weiss

Miriam Haskell

Hobé
Fancy Broaches
Cameos Set in Gold

= =_COUPON)>

' FREE |

IBring in your GOLD and SILVER

|
|
$5 CASH !
|

I items for us to evaluate.
We will Give you $5.00 Cash
I Limit 1 Coupon per customer, some restrictions
apply. Expires 02/19/10

e o |

WRIST WATCHES
& POCKET WATCHES

Rolex, Patek Phillipe,
Vacheron, or any other
name brand watch.
Do you have any
old pocket watches?
Minute Repeaters,
Chronographs?

Please come in for our offer!

Watches need
not be running.

IWHAT'S IN YOUR ATTIC?

* Diamonds Any Size

* All Pocket & Wrist Watches

* Old & Vintage Costume Jewelry

* Tokens: Good For, Civil War,
Saloon

* Military Items:
Civil War thru Vietnam

* Native Arrowheads & Beaded
Items

* Old Autographs & Signed Photo’s

* Mint & Proof Sets - USA & Foreign
* Gold & Silver Bullion/Bars/Rounds
* Fountain & Mechanical Pens

* Vintage Guitars, Marbles & Banks
* Sterling Flatware & Tea Sets

* Postcards (1920’s & Older)

* Coins, Currency, Silver & Gold

WE ARE BUYING

Q4 Diamonds Any Size
Q Old Costume Jewelry

QO Native American Jewelry
Q Sterling Wire or Flat Stock

Q Tokens: Casino, Tax, Good For, Transportation, etc.

WE ARE THE LARGEST & MOST TRUSTED BUYERS IN THE MIDWEST AND WE ARE IN YOUR AREA.

MIDWEST JEWELRY & COIN

612-110-4584
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Idaho deal urges landowners to protect grouse

By Todd Dvorak

Associated Press writer

BOISE — Idaho and the
federal government have
signed an agreement that
offers incentive and protec-
tion for ranchers and
landowners who voluntarily
take conservation steps to
improve the plight of the
sage grouse and its declining
habitat.

The agreement, hailed by
federal wildlife officials as
the first of its kind anywhere
in the bird’s range, for now
targets an isolated popula-
tion across 640,000 acres in
southwest Idaho. But simi-
lar pacts are being negotiat-
ed elsewhere in Idaho,
Wyoming and other west-
ern states inhabited by a
species being considered for
listing under the
Endangered Species Act.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is under a court
imposed deadline to make a
listing decision on the bird
by Feb. 26.

“Private landowners are a key for this effort.
We feel this will be good for sage grouse

and private landowners.’
- Cal Groen, Idaho Fish and Game director

The accord signed Friday
by the Idaho Department of
Fish and Game and the fed-
eral service would give
landowners who voluntarily
adopt habitat restoration
measures protection from
future land use regulations
if the game bird is granted
endangered status.

“We're trying to be
proactive and do the right
thing for the landscape,’
said Cal Groen, Idaho Fish
and Game director. “Private
landowners are a key for this
effort. We feel this will be
good for sage grouse and
private landowners.’

Once abundant in the
sagebrush steppes stretch-
ing from the Dakotas to
California, sage grouse pop-
ulations and habitat suitable
for breeding are dwindling

&

from threats posed by oil
and gas development, live-
stock grazing, urban sprawl,
invasive species, drought
and wildfires.

State and federal
researchers differ on exact
population numbers but
agree the chicken-sized bird
now occupies about half its
original year-round habitat.
In 2005, federal biologists
estimated 100,000 to
500,000 greater sage grouse
lived across 11 western
states.

The FWS has two weeks
to meet a deadline imposed
by U.S. District Judge B.
Lynn Winmill as part of a
lawsuit filed by conserva-
tionists pushing to bolster
sage grouse numbers and
tougher habitat protections.

Under terms of the vol-
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untary conservation agree-
ment, landowners who
agree to plant sagebrush,
add wetlands or change
grazing patterns to improve
breeding ground habitat will
be unburdened by tougher
land-use rules typically
imposed for endangered
plants and animals.

For now, the 30-year
accord applies solely to
landowners in four counties
in a region more than 75
miles northwest of Boise.
The sage grouse in Adams,
Gem, Payette and
Washington counties are
isolated from other colonies
and have been in decline for
decades, prompting Idaho
to declare the area off-limits
to hunting more than 20
years ago and rank it the
highest risk for expiration in
the state.

“This is proactive species
conservation,’ Jeff Foss,
state supervisor for the
FWS, said of the pact. “It’s a
good balance for conserva-
tion issues on the ground
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and some assurance for
landowners.’

But conservationists said
that any voluntary measures
taken by the region’s ranch-
ers and farmer will fall short
of dealing with the bigger
challenges of reversing the
species’ decline and recon-
necting its fragmented
habitat.

Todd Tucci, attorney for
Advocates for the West, one
of the groups that sued the
government in 2005, said
the bigger challenge is deal-
ing with sage grouse habitat
on public land, where wind
energy development, oil and
natural gas drilling and cat-
tle grazing pose thornier
policy questions. Research
shows a quarter of sage
grouse habitat is on private
land.

“The problem with these
agreements is they are seen
through a lens of what is the
minimum amount that
needs to be done to say
we're  protecting  the
species,’ said Tucci.

Utah lawmakers

OK bill to hike
tobacco tax

SALT LAKE CITY (AP)
— Cigarettes in Utah
could go up by about a
dollar a pack under a bill
passed by a House com-
mittee Friday.

House Bill 196, spon-
sored by Rep. Paul Ray,
R-Clearfield, would raise
the tobacco tax from 69.5
cents to $1.70 per pack.
The House panel passed
it on a 5-2 vote.

This is the third year in
a row that Ray has pro-
posed bumping up the
tax. A traditional aver-
sion to hikes of any kind
has stalled the bill in the
past.

But Ray says the
expected $700 million
budget shortfall will
make it a more alluring
option for former oppo-
nents, who might jump at
the estimated $22.5 mil-
lion the tax would gener-
ate.

College of
Southern Idaho
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“I'm so glad to be back in my own home”
— Chinese activist Feng Zhenghu, after arriving home Friday
after spending more than three months camped in Tokyo’s
international airport because China had refused him re-entry

A license to picnic? You've got to be kidding

JEERS: To Midvale CEI%
\9 >
&'

Republican state Rep. Judy
Boyle, who wants the
Legislature to make Idahoans
buy a $10 conservation permit

where, bringing potential

growth to Idaho.

Corder also wants to give the

Idaho State Department of

to picnic or bird-watch on
Agriculture more oversight in

state lands now maintained
with revenue from the sale of

enforcing agricultural regula-
tions, including those con-

introduced her bill on

Thursday. It shouldn’t have.
Rep. Lenore Barrett, a GOP

lawmaker from Challis, does-

n't like the idea of charging

people to walk onto state land

to “rubberneck” at birds.
Neither do we.

ing a felony. The law currently
only makes dogfighting a
felony.

It’s also written in a way that
defines companion and pro-
duction animals. The legisla-
tion is intended to be a proac-
tive way to prepare for addi-
tional farmers who may come
to Idaho, Corder said.

While California’s regula-
tions have driven farmers else-
where, he said the intent of the
bill is for Idaho to be ready for
growth, not attract out-of-
state farmers.

Republican Sen. Chuck
Winder’s bill which would
permit any licensed health-
care provider to refuse to pro-
vide a treatment, service or
medication related to abortion,
emergency contraception,
stem cell research or end-of-
life care if it violates his or her
conscience.

Idaho law already contains a
“conscience” provision that
protects doctors and hospitals
that refuse to perform abor-
tions. The state also outlaws
euthanasia and assisted sui-

hunting and fishing licenses.
Those from outside Idaho
would pay $20. People who
didn’t comply could be cited.
Non-hunters have been get-
ting a free ride for years, Boyle
says. “Alot of the time folks go
out there and picnic and leave

CHEERS: To state Sen. Tim
Corder, for introducing legis-
lation to clarify Idaho’s animal
cruelty laws and prepare for
future growth anticipated from
poultry and dairy farmers relo-
cating here in the years ahead.

all their garbage to be picked The Mountain Home cerning confined-animal feed- “We’re not encouraging or cide.

up;’ she said. “They bring Republican’s proposal, intro-  lot operations and poultry discouraging,” Corder said. What Winder’s legislation

weeds ... and the seeds sprout” duced in the Senate operations. “We're preparing” might actually achieve is
Seems to us that public lands  Agricultural Affairs Committee =~ The animal cruelty bill That’s wise public policy. denying dying patients pain

are called “public” for a rea- last week, comes at a time would include birds in the def- medication to which their

son: The taxpayers ownthem. when tighter poultry regula- inition of animals, which cur- JEERS: To the list of legisla-  providers object.
The House Resources and tions in California are expected rently isn’t in place. That tion seeking to fix problems It’s a waste of time and the
Conservation Committee to cause farmerstolook else-  change would make cockfight- that don’t exist, add Boise taxpayers’ money.

Despite retraction, anti-vaccine
groups continue to sway parents

he doctor who

launched the modern

anti-vaccine move-
ment acted “dishonestly and

A plan to move the
economy forward

ep. Wendy Jaquet

and I recently held

town meetings in
Gooding, Camas, Lincoln

Y
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and Blaine counties. We
heard much concern about
the economy and the effects
it is having on our schools,
our parks, our public televi-
sion programming, our
businesses and worst of all
our families whose bread-
winner is unemployed.
They wanted to know what
is being done about job cre-
ation? Replacing those
60,000 Idaho jobs that have
been lost is the cornerstone
of getting our economy
rolling again.

Idaho Jobs and
Opportunity Blueprint, or
I-JOBS, is a plan for our
future offered by the
Democrats in the
Legislature. It is a package
of six pieces of legislation
that contain specific bene-
fits for small business job
development, tax incentives
for job creation and help for
small businesses seeking
capital. They were focused
on small business because
that’s traditionally where
the majority of new jobs are
created. The six bills are
outlined below:

1. Each year Idaho sends
almost $3 billion out of state
to purchase energy. That
money and those jobs
should stay in Idaho.

Rep. Donna
Pence

I-JOBs package are three
additional House bills that
will be introduced to com-
mittee.

4. The Idaho Small
Business Venture Capital
Investment Act creates jobs
by increasing access to cap-
ital for small businesses and
offers a tax credit to venture
capitalists who invest in
Idaho companies.

5. Starting a new compa-
ny is time and energy con-
suming. Businesses are
often in need of additional
resources to get their busi-
ness off the ground run-
ning. The Small Business
Incubator and Jobs Act
directs the Departments of
Commerce and Labor to
focus existing low-cost
resources to start-up com-
panies.

6. The Small Business
Jobs Development Act
intends to jumpstart job
creation for long term, liv-
able wages. Long term job
creation is dependent upon
serious investment in
Idaho’s workers along with
an innovative environment.
This act will accelerate the

irresponsibly;’ Britain’s
General Medical Council has
ruled. But fear not. Dr.
Andrew Wakefield is still a
hero to his many acolytes.
And others, with curious
credentials, fight on to terri-
fy parents into not getting
their children inoculated.

In 1998, Wakefield wrote
and then vociferously
hawked an article in the
British medical journal
Lancet linking autism to the
MMR vaccine (measles,
mumps and rubella). After
the council’s decision,
Lancet last week retracted
the article. Among the facts
that have come out of the
inquiry into Wakefield’s
research is that two years
before his paper appeared,
lawyers seeking to sue vac-
cine makers paid Wakefield
the equivalent of $700,000.

After Wakefield’s article
appeared, vaccination levels
plummeted in Britain and
declined in the United
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“... people need to know they can infect other people’s babies. It kills.
People think these diseases don’t exist anymore, but that’s only

because children are being vaccinated.”
~ Danielle Romaguera of New Orleans, whose month-old baby died of pertussis

Before the MMR vaccine
became available in 1971,
measles, mumps and rubella
annually afflicted 530,000,
162,000 and 48,000 U.S.
children, respectively, killing
atotal of more than 600. By
the middle of the last
decade, there were fewer

Never mind that by 2008,
more than 20 articles pub-
lished in peer-reviewed
medical journals found no
connection between MMR
vaccine and autism, while
two suggested a connection.

Lack of herd immunity is
what killed Gabriella “Brie”

son autistic but that she
“cured” him. There is no
cure. McCarthy’s antics
include yelling at three
physicians on “Larry King
Live,” and exclaiming: “My
son died in front of me from
avaccine injury!” Her son is
alive, as she later acknowl-

SB1273, the Grow Green creation of jobs for small States, and the diseases they than 7,000 new cases annu- Romaguera. The New edged.
Idaho Jobs Act, is focused businesses by providing a prevented surged. Measles ally and zero deaths. But the  Orleans baby died of pertus- Yet she’d be little more
on the fact that Idaho is tax credit for jobs paying cases increased sevenfoldin  anti-vaccine groups gener-  sis, or whooping cough. At than an opinionated pinup
blessed with a variety of $35,000 per year or more the United States. ally claim the injections were one time, this disease girl but for being invited to
renewable resources that,if and health benefits. “One person’s research set irrelevant and that factors afflicted more than 250,000  share her “expertise” on
developed, will create jobs So far the legislative usback adecade, and we're  such as better nutrition American children yearly, “Larry King,” ABC’s
throughout the state. response has been to cut so just now recovering from caused the declines. killing 9,000. Vaccinations ~ “20/20,” “Good Morning
2. To cultivate new and we have a balanced budget. that,” Mark Sawyer, a pedia- Meanwhile, their “sci- reduced that to just 1,000 America” and other popular
additional jobs, SB 1274 While this is necessary, why trician and infectious dis- ence” comes downtolittle = new cases annuallyby 1976;  shows. All this has helped
directs an advisory council  not simultaneously invest in ease specialist at Radey more than that autism but by 2008, cases had propel McCarthy’s two
comprised of both govern-  steps to turn the economy Children’s Hospital in San symptoms are often first soared to more than 10,000  books on autism to best-
mental and private repre- around? This lemon of an Diego, told me in an inter- recognized at the sameage  annually. sellerdom.
sentatives to make recom-  economy may be an oppor- view. that children are getting Brie contracted the dis- “Celebrities are entitled to
mendations on job growth.  tunity to grow a 21st centu- But are we recovering? their first vaccinations. So ease when she wasamonth  support a cause;’ said
The 2010 Idaho Jobs ry economy that uses the Anti-vaccination groups they lumped the MMR in old, too young for her first Sawyer. “But when they give
Council Act willbring new  creativity, talents and work have popped up like toad- with alist of other childhood pertussis vaccine. “I'mnot  professional advice, I think
energy and directives for ethic that is inherent in stools after rain, while older ~ vaccines that formerly con-  laying blame,” her mother, that’s dangerous”
Idaho’s businesses. Idaho. I-JOBS is a vision of ones such as the National tained the mercury-based Danielle, told me. “But peo- “Tt makes it hard for doc-
3. Eighty percent of how to accomplish this. We Vaccine Information Center ~ preservative thimerosal, ple need to know they can tors;” Romaguera said. “Our
Idaho’s workforce is invite our colleagues in the were reinvigorated. Forthe  although the MMR never infect other people’s babies.  pediatrician says parents tell
employed by small busi- Legislature tojoin in, add to most part, these groupshave contained thimerosal. It kills. People think these him all the time they don’t
ness.The Idaho Home and improve this blueprint. had only amarginal effecton =~ And don’t dismiss the diseases don’t exist any- care what the science says.
Grown Business and Jobs Working together we can national vaccination rates, power of a good old-fash- more, but that’s only Andbecause of it, babies
Act, or SB1275, directs the move Idaho forward but they have encouraged ioned conspiracy. “It’s because children are being and kids are dying”’
Department of Labor to localized boycotts of immu-  astounding to me that peo-  vaccinated”
provide useful market intel- Rep. Donna Pence (D- nization. The result hasbeen ple can imagine that Romaguera is especially Michael Fumento is head
ligence to small businesses.  Gooding), has represented aresurgence of diseases gone America’s pediatriciansand  upset by “celebrity science;”  of the Independent Journal-
This act will allow small Gooding, Blaine, Lincoln so long that some doctors family physicians and public  as exemplified by Jenny ism Project, where he spe-
businesses to better com- and Camas counties in the don’t evenrecognize them.  health officials are scheming McCarthy. The actressand  cializes in health and sci-
pete with large corporations. Idaho House of And children die because of ~ to harm children,” Sawyer former Playboy playmate ence issues. He wrote this
Also included in the Representatives since 2005. it. says. claims vaccines made her for the Los Angeles Times.
THE LIGHTER SIDE OF POLITICS
Doonesbury By Garry Trudeau Mallard Fillmore By Bruce Tinsley
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NEAR MARJAH, Afghan-
istan — Helicopter-borne
U.S. Marines and Afghan
troops swooped down on the
Taliban-held town of
Marjah  before = dawn
Saturday, launching a long-
expected attack to re-estab-
lish government control and
undermine support for mili-
tants in their southern
heartland.

The assault on Marjah is
the biggest offensive since
the 2001 U.S.-led invasion
of Afghanistan and will
serve as a major test of anew
NATO strategy focusing on
protecting civilians. The
attack is also the first major
combat operation since
President Barack Obama
ordered 30,000 U.S. rein-
forcements here in Dec-
ember to try to turn the tide
of the war.

Marine commanders say
they expect between 400 to
1,000 insurgents to be holed
up inside this southern
Afghan town of 80,000 peo-
ple in Helmand province,
including more than 100
foreign fighters. Marjah is
the biggest southern town
under Taliban control and
the linchpin of the militants’
logistical and opium-smug-
gling network.

“The first wave of chop-
pers has landed inside
Marjah. The operation has
begun,’ said Capt. Joshua
Winfrey, commander of
Lima Company, 3rd
Battalion, 6th Marines,
which was at the forefront of
the attack.

Several hundred U.S.
Marines and some Afghan
troops were in the first wave
of troops, flying over mine-
fields the militants are
believed to have planted
around the town, 360 miles

southwest of Kabul.
The operation, code-
named “Moshtarak;’ or

Together, was described as
the biggest joint operation of
the Afghan war. Maj. Gen.
Nick Carter, the commander
of NATO forces in southern
Afghanistan, says 15,000
troops were involved in the
operation, including some
7,500 troops fighting in
Marjah and British forces
to the north in the district

U.S. forces launch
attack in Afghanistan
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of Nad Ali.

The helicopter assault was
preceded by illumination
flares fired over the town
about 2 a.m. In the pitch
darkness of a moonless
night, the roar of helicopters
could be heard overhead,
flying in assault troops from
multiple locations.

The white flash of Hellfire
and Tow missiles could be
seen exploding over the
town as flares illuminated
the darkness to help assault
troops spot targets in the
town.

Once the town is secured,
NATO hopes to rush in aid
and restore public services in
a bid to win support among
the estimated 125,000 peo-
ple who live in Marjah and

AP

surrounding villages. The
Afghans’ ability to restore
those services is crucial to
the success of the operation
and to preventing the
Taliban from returning.

Tribal elders have pleaded
for NATO to finish the oper-
ation quickly and spare
civilians — an appeal that
offers some hope the towns-
people will cooperate with
Afghan and international
forces once the Taliban are
gone.

At the Pentagon, a senior
U.S. official said Afghan
president Hamid Karzai had
signed off on the attack.

Another defense official
said Karzai had been
informed of planning for the
operation well in advance.
The official said it marked a
first in terms of both sharing
information prior to the
attack and planning collab-
oration with the Afghan
government.

Both officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because there were not
authorized to speak publicly.

The second official said
the number of Afghan secu-
rity forces in the district
have roughly doubled since
Obama’s first infusion of
some 10,000 Marines in
southern Afghanistan last
year.

The Marjah offensive
involves close combat in
extremely difficult terrain,
that official said. A close grid
of wide canals dug by the

AP photo
A U.S. Army Black Hawk helicopter with the Charlie Company, Task Force Talon, takes off at a forward oper-
ating base south of Marjah, Afghanistan, Friday. The Talon MEDEVAC in Helmand is one of several army
aero-medical units positioned around southern Afghanistan.

United States as an aid proj-
ect decades ago make the
territory a particularly rich
agricultural prize but com-
plicate the advance of U.S.
forces.

On the eve of the attack,
cars and trucks jammed the
main road out of Marjah on
Friday as hundreds of civil-
ians defied militant orders
and fled the area ahead of the
assault. For weeks, U.S.
commanders had signaled
their intention to attack
Marjah in hopes that civil-
ians would seek shelter.

Residents told The
Associated Press by tele-
phone this week that Taliban
fighters were preventing
them from leaving, warning
the roads were planted with
land mines to slow the
NATO advance.

Still, many people fled
anyway for the provincial
capital of Lashkar Gah, 20
miles to the northeast. They
told journalists they had to
leave quickly and secretly to
avoid recrimination from
Taliban commanders.

Some said they slipped
out of town when Taliban
commanders weren’t
watching.

“We were not allowed to
come here. We haven’t
brought any of our belong-
ings; we just tried to get our-
selves out,’ said Bibi Gul, an
elderly woman in a black
headscarf who arrived in
nearby Lashkar Gah with
three of her sons.

House Dems offer mixed signals on Senate jobs bill

WASHINGTON (AP) —
House Democratic leaders
sent mixed signals Friday on
a new jobs bill supported by
Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, and a senior
Republican senator predict-
ed his party will block action
on the Senate floor.

The two events further
complicated plans to quickly
pass election-year legisla-
tion addressing huge job
losses.

Senate Democrats scrapp-
ed a bipartisan jobs bill
Thursday in favor of one
they say is leaner and more
focused on putting
Americans back to work, all
but daring Republicans to
vote against it.

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah,
said Democrats may lose
that bet, at least at akey pro-
cedural stage.

“I personally believe that
every Republican would
have to vote against cloture,’
Hatch said in an interview,
using the term for the 41
GOP senators’ power to keep
the bill from coming to the
floor for an up-or-down
vote. They would do so to
protest Reid’s decision to
scrap the broader bipartisan
bill, which could have passed
the Senate easily, Hatch said.

If the Senate manages to
pass the scaled-back bill,
however, House Democrats
will be under pressure to
hand President Obama a
badly needed political victo-
ry while addressing the
biggest economic issue fac-
ing the country — the loss of
8.4 million jobs since the

start of the recession.
Supporters hope nervous
lawmakers facing congres-
sional elections in
November, and an unem-
ployment rate just below 10
percent, will feel obligated to
support a jobs bill.

Reid wants to quickly pass
the bill after Congress
returns from a weeklong
break Feb. 22.

House Democrats were at
odds over the pared-down
Senate bill. House Majority
Leader Steny Hoyer of
Maryland said he could live
with it, but House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi of California
said she wants to pass key
provisions of a much broad-
er House-passed bill cen-
tered more on spending than
tax cuts.

Pelosi issued a statement
Friday saying she would
work with Reid, but she said

AP photo
Senate Majority Leader Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada speaks to the
media on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, following a meeting
with the Senate Democratic Caucus.

she wants to salvage parts of
the House bill, including $27
billion in aid to states, main-
ly to save teachers’ jobs.

Hoyer gave a different
assessment.
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Critics say bill won't create jobs.
See Business 1

“The answer is yes,’ he
said when asked whether the
House would support a
scaled-back Senate bill.

“We feel it’s very impor-
tant to pass a bill which will
help expand the economy
and grow jobs, so we'd be
very inclined. If the Senate
can pass something, we're
going to pass that, and we
know we can pass that,” he
told reporters Friday in
Annapolis, Md.

The new Senate bill fea-
tures tax breaks for busi-
nesses that hire unem-
ployed workers or buy new
equipment, along with
funding for highway pro-
grams and local infrastruc-
ture projects.
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Justice Dept. wants
phone locales
without warrant

PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
Should the government be
allowed to track a person’s
movements based on cell
phone records, without
evidence of criminal
wrongdoing?

A showdown on the
issue unfolded Friday in a
federal appeals court in
Philadelphia, as the Justice
Department battled elec-
tronic-privacy groups.

The privacy groups say
the information could
reveal when someone goes
to areligious service, med-
ical clinic or political rally,
or is having an extramari-
tal affair. Third U.S. Circuit
Judge Dolores Sloviter
seemed to share that con-
cern.

“You know there are
governments in the world
that would like to know
where some of their people
are or have been;’ Sloviter
challenged Justice
Department lawyer Mark
Eckenwiler, an associate
director of criminal
enforcement operations.

“Can the government
assure us that it will never
try to find out these
things?’’ she asked. “Don’t
we have to be concerned
about this? Not this gov-
ernment right now, but a
government?”’

Law enforcement agen-
cies hope to obtain cell
phone location data from
cellular providers without
first showing probable
cause of a crime — and

without the customer’s
knowledge. The data
comes from cell phone
towers, and in densely
populated cities can pin-
point a person’s location to
within a few hundred
yards.

The issue is not whether
the government can obtain
the information, but
whether a probable-cause
warrant should be required
first.

“An individual has no
Fourth Amendment-pro-
tected privacy interest in
business records, such as
cell-site usage informa-
tion, that are kept, main-
tained and used by a cell
phone company,’
Eckenwiler wrote in his
brief.

Sloviter countered by
asking Eckenwiler why
there was a need to skip a
probable-cause showing,
saying that she knew no
magistrates reluctant to

grant search warrant
applications.
He replied that the rele-

vant law does not require
them. Eckenwiler said
probable-cause warrants
are only needed to obtain
the contents of electronic
communications, suchasa
text or e-mail, or to wire-

tap a phone.
He believes the 1986
Electronics Commun-

ications Privacy Act allows
police to obtain “non-
content’”’ data without a
warrant.

Three dead, 3 hurt in
Ala, campus shooting

HUNTSVILLE, Ala.
(AP) — A woman opened
fire during a biology fac-
ulty meeting at the
University of Alabama’s
Huntsville campus
Friday, killing three fac-
ulty members and injur-
ing two other faculty
members and a staff
member.

The shooter was in
custody, but university
spokesman Ray Garner
said he could not identi-
fy her or the victims.
Local television stations
reported she is a faculty
member.

No students
hurt.

Huntsville Hospital
spokesman Burr Ingram
said two of the injured
were in critical condition
and the third was in sta-
ble condition.

Sophomore Erin
Johnson told The
Huntsville Times a biol-
ogy faculty meeting was
under way when she
heard screams coming
from the room.

The shooting hap-
pened in the university’s
Shelby Center, a science
building. University
police secured the build-
ing and students were
cleared from it.

The Huntsville cam-
pus has about 7,500 stu-
dents in northern
Alabama, not far from
the Tennessee line.

The city is home to
NASA’s Marshall Space

were

Flight Center.

The university posted a
message on its Web site
Friday afternoon telling stu-
dents the campus was closed
Friday night and all students
were encouraged to go
home. Counselors were
available to speak with stu-
dents.

Garner said the campus
was closed while police
gathered evidence. He said
at anews conference that the
shooting was not unlike one
the area experienced a week
ago, when a 14-year-old
student was shot to death in
a middle school hallway,
allegedly by a fellow student.
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GOP retirements prompt speculation about gains

By Chris Cillizza and Paul Kane
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A trio
of House Republican retire-
ment announcements over
the past 10 days have
sparked a debate between
the leaders of the two major
parties over whether the
GOP is losing momentum in
its quest to score major gains
at the ballot box this fall.

With the three latest law-
makers choosing not to seek
reelection in November,
Republicans will now have to
defend 18 open seats this fall
while Democrats must pro-
tect 13 of their own, raw
numbers that contradict the
conventional wisdom that
Democrats would head for
the sidelines in the wake of
GOP Sen. Scott Brown’s
special election victory Jan.
19 in Massachusetts.

But GOP strategists are
brushing aside the retire-
ment gap, arguing that many
of their House members see
an improving political envi-
ronment and are jumping
ship to run for statewide

Cruises to Mexico, Trips to Disneyland and
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MCCAIN FACES RE-ELECTION BATTLE

PHOENIX — Defeated just two years ago as the Republican presi-
dential candidate and with his bonafides as a true conservative
again being challenged, John McCain finds himself in a struggle to
get even his party's nomination for another
term in the Senate.

Many conservatives and Tea Party activists
are lining up behind Republican challenger
and former talk radio host J.D. Hayworth,
reflecting a rising tide of voter frustration
with incumbent politicians. Only 40 percent
of Arizonans have a favorable view of
McCain's job performance.

Faced with his toughest re-election battle
ever, McCain has moved to the right on several hot-button issues,
like gays in the military and climate change, and has built a cam-
paign war chest of more than $5 million. Former running mate
Sarah Palin and newly elected Republican Sen. Scott Brown, both
popular with conservatives, are pitching in.

Hayworth, who will officially launch his campaign Monday, began
using his talk show on conservative radio station KFYI to drum up
opposition to McCain.

“You have a consistent conservative challenger and an incumbent
who calls himself a maverick but in fact is a moderate,” Hayworth
said.

cCain

office, and that other retire-
ments are occuring in most-
ly conservative terrain that
will be easy to defend in the
fall. Democrats counter that
the GOP retirements are a

majority anytime soon.
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sign that most rank-and-file
Republicans do not believe
they will recapture the

Sessions,
R-Texas, chairman of the and, latelast month, Indiana
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National Republican Cong-
ressional Committeesaid
that “not all retirements are
created equal,)” adding that
the Democratic retirements
are coming in far less friend-
ly territory for the majority.
“The fact of the matter is
Democrats in swing districts
are retiring because they
know what November has in
store for them,’ said Sessions

“The fact that you have 10
percent of House Republican
retiring suggests they don’t
believe their own hype about
taking back the House;’ said
Rep. Chris Van Hollen, D-
Md., chairman of the
Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee. “If
that was a realistic prospect
people would be running for
office, not from it.’

On Thursday, Rep. Lincoln
Diaz-Balart, R-Fla., became
the latest casualty, announc-
ing that he would not seek a
10th term in his Miami-area
seat.

Less than 24 hours earlier,
Rep. Vern Ehlers, R-Mich.,
had decided not to run again

Receive up to 6 day VACATION**
DISNEYLAND / DISNEYWORLD

Many other destinations to choose from!
eLas Vegas ® San Francisco ¢ Salt Lake
e Hawaii * New York ¢ Vancouver, B.C.

Rep. Steve Buyer also called it
quits.

At this early stage of the
campaign season, independ-
ent political handicappers
Charlie Cook and Stuart
Rothenberg predict Dem-
ocratic losses of at least 20
seats, putting Republicans
halfway to the 40 seats they
need to take back the majori-
ty. The ripest targets are
often seats left behind by
incumbents, and alook at the
31 open seats does suggest
that Democrats are likely to
be harder hit by the retire-
ments announced so far.

Of the 13 Democratic open
seats, Arizona Sen. John
McCain carried five of them
in 2008 and lost another —
Kansas’ 3rd district — nar-
rowly.

Of the 18 Republican-held
seats, President Obama won
just two and came close in
districts held by Lincoln and
Mario Diaz-Balart around
Miami.

Two-thirds of the

Republican retirees, 12, are
running for higher office, a
sign, party strategists say,

that Republicans view their
party as ascendant and are
leaping at opportunities. In
addition, the most recent
retirees — Buyer, Diaz-
Balart, Ehlers — are veterans
whose upward mobility is
limited in the House.

Still, Republicans would
rather not have to deal with
open seats. Modern political
history suggests that open
seats are far more likely to
switch parties than those
where the incumbent is run-
ning for re-election —
meaning that any vacant
seat has at least the potential
to become competitive.

“In this environment,
every open seat has to be
watched, and there will be
GOP open seats where the
NRCC will have to spend
money they wouldn’t have
had to if the incumbent had
run for re-election,;’ said
Carl Forti, a Republican con-
sultant and former commu-
nications director for the
House GOP’s campaign arm.
“This will take away from
what they have to spend on
offensive opportunities.’

NO Down Payment
NO Interest %
For 1 year OA.C.

Matchln

\

Loveseat $449

d Matchlng
Reclining
Loveseat S$S649

Mathii'f'ng'
Reclining
\Loveseat S749

ecllnin E
Reclinig

;\

..

6 Pc Dmmg Set

2 Pc. Leather
Sectional

available

Matchlng pcs. =

*With approved credit, finance offer includes monthly payments. See store for details.
www.wilsonb

For every product we sell, we’ll beat any
advertized price from a local store advertising the
same new item in a factory sealed box. Even after,
your purchase, if you find a lower price within 30
days, including our own sale prices, we'll refund
110% of the difference. Our low price guarantee
does not apply when the price includes bonus or
free offers, special financing, installation, or manu
facturer’s rebate, or to competitor’s

one-of-a-kind or other limited quantity offers.

6

COVERING
TWIN FA

,,

" bisco tFuIil

Se Habla Espaiiol SuperStore Open Sundays



Dow Jones Industrial
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2010

\ -

1-..*"*\.‘
Pﬁ_\_’?

Microsoft CEQ Steve Ballmer
to speak at the Mobile World g
Congress in Spain

e

4V in phone soft

Jerome sewage capacity might delay hatchery

By John Plestina

Times-News writer

JEROME — A Mini-Cassia
poultry company will have to
wait to find out if Jerome’s
sewage treatment plant could
accommodate waste from a
chicken hatchery the company is
considering  building near
Jerome.

Jerome city officials didn’t
identify the company that has
inquired about necessary infra-
structure to accommodate a
hatchery.

“We simply discussed a possi-
ble approach to determining a
policy;” Mayor John Shine said
following a City Council work-
shop that addressed the request
Tuesday night.

“At this point the city staff is
going to do some research on our
sewer capacity,” he said. “We
need to determine what our poli-
cy is going to be in terms of invit -
ing additional sources of effluent
to be processed by the Jerome
sewage treatment plant”

There will not be an immediate
answer, Shine said. He didn’t

know how long it would take the
city to make a determination.

“What we do not want to do is
sell any of Jerome’s capacity and
put the current residents at risk
of running out of capacity. We're
going to proceed with caution,’
Shine said.

City = Administrator Ben
Marchant said the city received a
request from the poultry compa-
ny for a connection to the city
sewer system.

He said the company is inter-
ested in building an $8 million
poultry hatchery facility at a site

near the Idaho Department of
Fish and Game district office off
U.S. Highway 93. He said the
facility would employ about 25
people. The proposed building
site is outside Jerome city limits.

One issue the City Council
must address if the facility is to
be built is a current policy against
expansion of water and sewer
services beyond Crossroads
Point Business Park.

John Plestina may be reached
at jplestina@magicvalley.com or
208-358-7062.
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Retail sales
increase
more than
anticipated

By Boh Willis

Bloomberg News writer

WASHINGTON — Retail sales

climbed in January for the third time

Family fun
center opens
in Burley

By Judy Albertson

Times News writer

If the kids are antsy to go out
and play but it’s too cold or too
wet, there’s a perfect get-away in
Heyburn.

Dawn and Daniel Lage opened
Party Hardy Family Edutainment
Center in December inside the
former Heyburn Elementary
School at 1430 17th St. in
Heyburn.

Dawn Lage said they wanted to
open a place where children of all
ages could come and have fun.

“We started with inflatable
rentals in 2007 and people started
asking about an indoor center.
We knew the economy was bad,
but we felt this area needed
something like this, and we were
willing to risk it,” Lage said. “And
the way things fell into place for
us, we couldn’t not do it”

Since opening the family fun
center they have already catered a
dozen birthday parties, with sev-
eral more scheduled weeks in
advance.

They have 30 people on their
payroll, with Janet O’Rear as
assistant manager.

“The days could be a little
busier, but I think our location
has something to do with that,’
Lage said. “Because of the size of
the inflatables, we were limited
with the amount of space avail-
able”

He said the business leases
from the city of Heyburn.

The business will expand dur-
ing the summer into an outdoor
area, possibly adding a miniature
golf course and other activities.

The indoor area includes an Air
Arena, which has a 22-foot long
slide as well as four jump houses
— one just for children under 5.

Aside from a myriad of inflat-
able slides, funhouses and other
activities, the facilities also
include three private party rooms
— each with an inflatable throne
for birthday royalty, an arcade
room that includes air hockey
and a quiet room where mothers
can take their infants.

A full service snack bar is avail -
able as well as a dining room.
They serve sandwiches, salads,
soups and good healthy snacks.
Anyone can stop by the snack bar
for lunch or a meeting.

“We have business meetings,
family reunions. We can do just
about anything. In the summer
we will be able to handle much
larger groups outside,” Lage said.

Everything is provided by the
facility, so parents can take it
easy.

“Moms are lost at the birthday
parties because there’s nothing
for them to do but enjoy the
party,” Lage said. “The hardest
thing they have to do is send out
invitations and get RSVPs”

The business will have outdoor
interactive inflatables, water
slides, a jousting area, bungee run
and obstacle course as the weath-
er improves.

General admission is $5.49 for
children ages 1to 5, and $6.49 for
ages 6 to 18. The facility is open
seven days a week.

Flights grounded as
storm socks South

in four months, signaling the con-
sumer spending recovery that began
in late 2009 continues into the new
year.

The 0.5 percent increase was larger
than forecast and followed a 0.1 per-
cent drop the prior month that was
smaller than previously estimated,
Commerce Department figures
showed Friday in Washington.
Purchases excluding autos rose 0.6
percent.

A drop in unemployment and a
longer workweek last month signal

the economy is poised to generate
jobs, which will lead to gains in
income that may further lift demand.
Macy’s and Gap are among retailers
driving profits up by keeping stock-
piles lean after the biggest household
spending slump in three decades.

See SALES, Business 2
Retail sales rise

Total monthly sales for retail
trade and food services.

Seasonally adjusted
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A Delta airplane is de-iced at Washington's Ronald Reagan National Airport. Delta Air Lines, based in Atlanta, and its feed-
er partners canceled 1,100 flights in anticipation of 2 to 4 inches of snow in the metro Atlanta area Friday.

Travel plans for many altered as hundreds of flights across the
country are cancelled; financial toll still being determined

AP photo 2009 2010

SOURCE: Department of Commerce AP

GE sues
Mitsubishi

By Harry R. Webher

Associated Press writer

ATLANTA — Airlines canceled
hundreds of flights across the
nation Friday as snow pounded
parts of the South and threat-
ened to dump several inches of
white on Atlanta, home to the
world’s busiest airport.

The snow totals weren’t
expected to be big by mid-
Atlantic and Northeast stan-
dards, but for a region of the
country that rarely gets snow and
doesn’t budget snow and ice
removal the way folks in other
parts of the country do, airlines
weren’t taking any chances.

Airline passengers were
encouraged to check the status of
their flights before leaving for
airports. Passengers seemed to
be heeding that advice. Officials
reported short lines at ticket
counters at Hartsfield-Jackson

Atlanta International Airport.
Other flights were taking off on
time and the airport was begin-
ning to pretreat taxiways and
runways to slow the buildup of
snow and ice.

It was not immediately clear
how many passengers were
affected by all the cancellations,
which piggybacked on previous
cancellations due to the double
whammy snowstorms that hit
the Washington area and the
snow that hit the Northeast ear-
lier in the week.

The financial toll the airlines
face from all the cancellations
was still being tabulated.

Delta Air Lines, based in
Atlanta, and its feeder partners
canceled 1,100 flights in antici-
pation of 2 to 4 inches of snow in
the metro Atlanta area.

American Airlines and its
American Eagle affiliate can-
celed about 400 flights Friday,

including 228 at its hub at Dallas-
Fort Worth International
Airport. The snowfall there made
this the snowiest winter in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area in 32

years.

Back in Atlanta, AirTran
Airways canceled 62 flights
because of the snow.

US Airways had 61 cancella-
tions on Friday, while United
Airlines, which is relatively small
in the South compared to other
carriers, canceled 40 flights,
according to spokeswomen for
the two carriers.

JetBlue Airways, based in New
York, didn’t cancel any flights on
Friday, but did cancel all flights
out of the New York metro area,
Richmond,Va., Washington and
Baltimore on Wednesday for a
total of 387 flights canceled that
day. It canceled an additional 105
flights on Thursday, spokesman
Mateo Lleras said.

over wind
turbine patents

By Susan Decker and Rachel Layne

Bloomberg News writers

General Electric, the biggest maker

of wind turbines in the United States,
filed a new patent-infringement
lawsuit against Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries and plans to appeal an ear -
lier case it lost.

The new complaint, filed Thursday

in federal court in Dallas, claims
Mitsubishi Heavy infringes two
patents. One is related to the base
frame supporting the weight of the
rotor and the other covers a way to
keep the turbine connected to the
electricity grid even when the voltage

See TURBINES, Business 2

Jobs bill short on making jobs

By Ste