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IDWR concludes more water rights affected in springs call

By Laura Lundquist

Times-News writer

No one knows for sure how
groundwater flows.

That uncertainty complicates
already difficult water-rights dis-
putes, and even water experts
sometimes have to rethink their
decisions. Such was the case when
Idaho Department of Water
Resources Interim Director Gary

Spackman issued a recent finding
that two Snake River trout produc-
ers deserve more water.

The July 19 final order deter-
mined that junior water users in
water districts 130 and 140 must
compensate for or shut off
groundwater to an additional
54,000 acres, ramped up over five
years, to offset the water prom-
ised to Blue Lakes Trout Co. and
Clear Springs Foods. That’s more

than a third again what the
groundwater users must already
provide.

In a series of cases that have
dragged out since 2005, the trout
companies  contended that
groundwater users have reduced
spring water the two are entitled to
through their five water rights.
Spackman’s predecessor, former
IDWR Director Dave Tuthill, ini-
tially ruled that only three rights

were affected, requiring ground-
water users to develop compensa-
tion plans to avoid shutting down
water to 130,000 acres.
Challenges followed to the
IDWR methods of calculating
water amounts and the data itself,
because very little water data exists
prior to the late 1980s and early
'00s. The state agency had to esti-
mate water flows for 20 years earli-
er, when the rights were bought.

Questions were raised about sea-
sonal variation in water amounts
because groundwater users argued
they shouldn’t have to supply any-
thing above low-season flow. The
lack of data and the computer
models used to make up for the
missing data are just a few of the
points that have one part of the
case headed to the state Supreme

See IDWR, Main 3

A chance to dig deep

near Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument.

Camp teaches area youth about paleontology

Junior
Paleontologist |
camper Arianna
Allen, 9, shows
off a cow bone
Wednesday
during the mock
excavation.

Photos by DREW GODLESKI/Times-News
Student Conservation Association intern Jasmine Ward points out bones to Junior Paleontologist campers Wednesday during a mock excavation

By Amy Huddleston

Times-News writer

By Ben Botkin

Times-News writer

Otter’s budget
chief‘cautiously

O IO 0 IOC’

MORE ONLINE

seen better days.

Hammon said. “...

cutting things?”
He said the

The state’s budget has

That’s one story of the

without the need for any
more cuts to the budget.
“We've taken a slow, cau-
tious conservative approach;’
I'm cau-
tiously optimistic that we'’re
going tobe OK. I'm cautious-
ly optimistic that we’re done

state’s

WATCH Wayne
@ Hammon discuss the
state budget, and

READ Capitol Confidential, the

numbers that Wayne Times-News political blog by
Hammon, Gov. C.L. reporter Ben Botkin.

“Butch” Otter’s budget MAGICVALLEY.COM
chief, showed in a presenta-

tion on Wednesdgy at the “... OVGI‘ the HEXt thl‘ee tO
Twin Falls Rotary Club’s four to five years we
luncheon at the Turf Club.

The figures also told a tale shou!d be able to return
of cautious optimism that  Service levels to where
the economy and the state’s they were before”
budget have hit bottom, — Wayne Hammon, Gov. C.L.

‘Butch’ Otter’s budget chief

approach of gradual hold-
backs dating back to
September 2008 has helped
avoid drastic cuts, adding
that Idaho’s approach has
helped the state’s budget

See BUDGET, Main 3

Docu

bones buried in her square.

TAKE PART

register: 873-4793.

HAGERMAN — A green compass dan-
gled from 9-year-old Alexi Hagen’s neck
as she stuck a dusty finger into the sandbox
to poke around for hidden cow bones. She
scrunched her freckled nose and helped
her partner find page 16 of their work-
books, where a cow skeleton diagram
would help identify the bones.

“I told my mom I wanted to be a paleon-
tologist when I grow up and she found this
camp,’ Hagen said. “I really like finding
stuff underground and I want to see if I can
find a new type of animal one day?”’

She pushed a strand of bright red hair
behind one ear and dug into the sandbox
with a metal trowel, determined to find the

Twenty-one children ages 8 to 10

See CAMP, Main 2

Athree-day National Park Service Junior
Paleontologist Camp for children ages 11 to
13 will be held from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday through Aug. 6. Information or to

By John Miller

Associated Press writer

ments detail

search for captive
Idaho soldier

MORE ONLINE

Bergdahl was

vehicles,

nearby settlement.

ground.

in enemy hands.

BOISE, Idaho — In the
minutes after Pfc. Bowe
reported
missing last June, his U.S.
Army comrades in south-
ern Afghanistan began
searching bunkers, latrines,
even Afghan
National Police posts in a

About five hours later,
search dogs were on the

Meanwhile, radio opera-
tors were already intercept -
ing messages indicating the
worst: One of their own was

These details are from

READ the report on
@ WikiLeaks' website.
MAGICVALLEY.COM

leaked military documents
about the war in
Afghanistan that provide
an unvarnished, 11-day
window into the U.S.
Army’s hectic search for an
Idaho soldier captured by
the Taliban.

Bergdahl, a 24-year-old
from Hailey in central
Idaho, has been a captive
since June 30, 2009.

Documents posted on
the whistleblower group

See BERGDAHL, Main 3

TWIN FALLS ALTERNATE ROUTE
Cross canyon bridge project about to begin

The contractor, WW. Clyde Inc. of

Times-News

put off until Monday, where they’ll show

The wind, though only gusting slight -
ly at 10 or 12 mph, posed too much risk
for the construction crew working on the
Twin Falls Alternate Route Monday
morning. But while trying to plant 164-
foot, 50-ton steel girders, it might be best

to err on the side of caution.

Installation of the girders, originally
slated to begin Wednesday, will likely be

noticeable accomplishment in the con-
struction of a 500-foot bridge across the

Rock Creek Canyon.

with the Idaho
Department’s original plans.

“They’re way ahead of anything ITD
could have envisioned,;’ ITD spokesman

Nathan Jerke said.

Aside from that brief delay, the project
has been zipping along when compared
Transportation

heading past Twin Falls.

Springyville, Utah, plans to have the alter-
nate route completed by 2011. Jerke said
the contractor will need to avoid any
delays to meet that deadline, though
there is no concern about it missing the
April 2011 deadline contracted with ITD.

The federal stimulus-funded project
cost $26.6 million and will create a 5.5-
mile, four-lane bypass option for traffic

ASHLEY SMITH/Times-News
Work continued Wednesday on the Twin Falls Alternate Route. Crews
plan to install the deck of the Rock Creek Bridge starting on Monday.
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Pat’s Picks!|

Three things to do today

Pat Marcantonio
e Thefocusisondancein  iedinthe paintings of the
Burley. The Idaho Papunya Tula Artists: Art of
International Dance and the Western Desert of
Music Festival kicks off with ~ Australia exhibit at 1 p.m. at
Youth Culture Day from 301 First Ave. N. Free admis-

10 a.m. t0 2:30 p.m. at Burley
High School, 2100 Parke Ave.
Children can learn from the
international dancers in
small-group settings. Bring a
sack lunch. Free admission.
Then, it’s the festival gala per-
formance at 7:30 p.m. at the
King Fine Arts Center, featur-
ing about 150 dancers from
the area and around the globe.
Tickets are $5 to $12.50.

¢ An Aboriginal art curator
recounts the legends embod-

sion.

¢ Grammy-award winner
Tim McGraw, with special
guest Lady Antebellum, per-
forms at 7:30 p.m. at the
Idaho Center, 16200 Idaho
Center Blvd. in Nampa.
Tickets are $49.75 and $65.75.

Have your own pick to
share? Something unique to
the area and that may sur-
prise people? E-mail me at
patm@magicvalley.com.

Camp

Continued from Main 1
completed their first day of
Junior Paleontologist Camp
on Wednesday. The three-
day camp in the western
Magic Valley, hosted by the
National Park Service, gives
children a chance to learn
about paleontology, geology
and ecology. Each day pro-
vides a different field trip and
some classroom time for
campers to learn about what
they see in the field.

Today and Friday, camp
participants will travel to
Malad Gorge State Park, the
Hagerman  Fossil  Beds
National Monument horse
quarry and the fossil prep lab
for hands-on experiences
with the sciences. The free
camp provides participants
with a backpack, hat, com-
pass, magnifying glass and a
water bottle.

Park ranger Jennifer
Hamilton said the camp was
designed to help kids become
passionate about national
parks, science and especially
fossils and paleontology.

Hamilton, who organized
the camp with fellow ranger
Holly Bailey, said she islooking
forward to the third day when
campers visit Malad Gorge.

“Tt really ties in the story of
the Earth and the story of this
area,’ she said. “The kids are
going tolike the fossil beds the

DREW GODLESKI/Times-News
From left, Junior Paleontologist
campers Webb Clauner, 8, and
Ilynn Johnston, 8, dig up bones
Wednesday.

best, though?”

She is happy with the
turnout for the first camp and
hopes next week’s camp for
youth ages 11 to 13 will have
similar attendance. She said
the Hagerman location makes
it alittle harder for some chil-
dren to come out for all three
days, but estimated that only
three of this week’s campers
were from Hagerman.

“Each one of these kids
represents a parent that drove
them out here,” Hamilton
said. “Some of them like sci-
ence and some of them are
just here to have a good time.
They are going to learn where
rocks come from and some of
the major geological events
that have affected this area”

After rainy Wed., dance
events still carry on today

BURLEY — Rain cancelled
aplanned parade and dancing
on the Rupert Square on
Wednesday evening.

But further events today
and Friday tied in with the
Idaho International Dance
and Music Festival will con-
tinue as planned, organizers
say.

Today, dancers will teach
kids about their techniques,
languages and home coun-

tries starting at 10 a.m. at
Burley High School, before a
gala performance at 7:30 p.m.
at the King Fine Arts Center. A
similar performance is also
planned for 7:30 p.m. Friday.
Tickets to the evening
events are $5, $10 and $12.50.
They can be purchased at the
Book Plaza, Burley; The Book
Store, Rupert; and at the
Mini-Cassia Chamber of
Commerce, Heyburn.

IDAHO LOTTERY

Po'WE'R Wednesday, July 28
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Inthe event of a discrepancy between the numbers
shown here and the Idaho Lottery’s official list of winning
numbers, the latter shall prevail.

WEATHER!

R—DY| 57

Wednesday, July 28
031019 22 28 HB: 2

magicvéalleyscomr:

STH DISTRICT
COURT NEWS

TWIN FALLS COUNTY
TUESDAY ARRAIGNMENTS

Brandan Lynn Seitz, 29, Twin Falls;
driving under the influence, appear-
ance, public defender appointed,
preliminary Aug. 6.

Katherine Kay Hanaway, 26, Twin
Falls; domestic battery, released,
public defender appointed, pretrial
Aug.17.

Gerald Dan Whitney, 37, Jackpot,
Nev.; attempted strangulation,
intentional destruction of a
telecommunication line or instru-
ment, appearance, to hire private
counsel, preliminary Aug. 6.

Jordan Michael Paoli, 27, Twin Falls;
domestic battery, released, public
defender appointed, pretrial Aug. 17

TIMES-NEWS

PUBLISHER/EDITOR

BradHurd ..............ooeeiin, 735-3255
NEWSROOM

News tips before 5pm. ............ 735-3246
News tips after 5p.m. ............. 735-3220
Letters to the editor ............... 735-3266
Wood River and Lincoln Co. Bureau . ..788-3475
Obituaries . .........covvvveeinnn. 735-3266
ADVERTISING

Advertising director John Pfeifer ... .. 735-3354
CLASSIFIEDS

Customer service ........... 733-0931, ext. 2
CIRCULATION

All deliveryareas ............ 733-0931, ext 1

...................... or 1-800-658-3883
Circulation director Robert Ronco . . . .735-3327

Circulation phones open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily
and 6 to 10 a.m. on weekends for questions
about delivery, new subscriptions and vacation
stops. If you don't receive your paper by
6:30 a.m., call the number for your area
before 10 a.m. for redelivery.

MAIL INFORMATION

The Times-News (UPS 631-080) is published daily
at 132 Fairfield St. W., Twin Falls, by Lee
Publications Inc., a subsidiary of Lee Enterprises.
Periodicals paid at Twin Falls by The Times-News.
Official city and county newspaper pursuant to
Section 6C-108 of the Idaho Code. Thursday is
hereby designated as the day of the week on
which legal notices will be published. Postmaster,
please send change of address form to: PO. Box
548, Twin Falls, Idaho 83303.

Copyright © 2010 Magic Valley Newspapers Inc.
Vol. 105, No. 210

N[e

”
"

[~

TODAY’S HAPPENINGS

TN Times-News, Twin Falls, Idaho

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Idaho International Dance and Music
Festival Youth Culture Day, children of all
ages can interact and learn from the inter-
national dancers in small group settings,
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Burley High School,
2100 Parke Ave., bring a sack lunch, no

cost, 679-4793.

“Desert Stories” gallery talk, by Julie Harvey,
1p.m. at 391 First Ave. N. Ketchum, (former
Anne Reed Gallery), in conjunction with
“Papunya Tula Artists: Art of the Western
Desert of Australia” exhibit. Harvey, an
Aboriginal art curator from Hailey, recounts

FIND MORE ONLINE

Check out our online calendar where you

can submit events and search by category
for specific events and dates.
www.magicvalley.com/app/calendar/events/

4793

the legends embodied in the paintings, no

cost, 726-3036.

“The 39 Steps,” presented by Company of
Fools, 7 p.m., Liberty Theatre, 110 N. Main
St., Hailey, $28 adults, $20 seniors (62 and
older) and $10 students (18 and younger),
578-9122, the box office one hour before
the show or Companyoffools.org.

“Bye Bye Birdie,” musical comedy presented
by Oakley Valley Arts Council production,
7:30 p.m., Historic Howells Opera House,
160 N. Blaine Ave., Oakley, appropriate for

all ages, $8, 677-2787

Idaho International Dance and Music

FESTIVALS AND BAZAARS

tickets: $5, $10 and $12.50, at Mini-Cassia
Chamber of Commerce, or at the door, 679-

end of the College of Southern Idaho cam-
pus, Twin Falls; $4.50 for adults, $3.50 for

seniors and $2.50 for students, no cost for
children younger than age 2, 732-6655 or

Festival gala performance, festival features

about 150 dancers and musicians in the
Mini-Cassia area, 7:30 p.m., King Fine Arts
Center, 2100 Park Ave. Burley, with teams
scheduled to perform from Armenia, China,
India, Mexico, Mongolia and Thailand, gala

adults and children, 5to 7 p.m., at the
library, 1300 Miller Ave., “Bag of Books for
$1" special, open to the public, 878-7708.

MUSEUM

Faulkner Planetarium “The Light-Hearted
Astronomer,” 2 p.m. with live sky tour,
Herrett Center for Arts and Science, north

Camas County Fair and Rodeo, continues
with free carnival and bingo night, 6 p.m.,
4-H Park, Fairfield, plus craft and booths,
toluvlbug@yahoo.com.

LIBRARY

Friends of Burley Public Library annual Used
Book Sale, variety of book selection for

csi.edu/herrett.

SCHOOL EVENTS

Explore online high school, information ses-
sion to learn about a full-time tuition-free
online high school at iSucceed Virtual High
School, 6 to 8 p.m., College of Southern
Idaho, Taylor Building, 315 Falls Ave., Twin
Falls, no cost, 800-211-1687.

To have an event listed, please submit the
name of the event, a brief description, time,

place, cost and contact number to Mirela

Sulejmanovic by e-mail at mirelas@magic-
valley.com; by phone, 735-3278; by fax,
734-5538; or by mail, Times-News, P.O.Box
548, Twin Falls, ID 83303-0548. Deadline is
noon, four days in advance of event.

Filer to honor fallen son with park dedication

By John E. Swayze

Times-News correspondent

FILER — Scott Turner, 39,
was a dedicated family man
and gifted athlete whose life
was cut short by an auto acci-
dent in2006.

Now, his contribution to
athletics and the friendships
he formed along the way will
be honored at 8 p.m. today
with a public baseball-
dugout dedication at Filer
City Park.

At 8 years old, Turner took
up baseball at Filer City Park
and discovered a natural tal-
ent that his mother, Carolyn
Turner, says led him through
countless hours of running
the bases and toward a love of
competitive sports.

“Even from kindergarten,
Scott and a group of friends
were all extremely good ath-
letes that the coaches kept an
eye on and couldn’t wait for

TAKE PART

The public is invited to today's dedication of the new baseball
dugouts at Filer City Park, in memory of Scott Turner. The cere-

mony begins at 8 p.m.

them to grow up,’ she
said. “He played
softball, went to the
state basketball
championships in his
senior year and was
chosen to be part of
the Shrine football
game!

After graduating
from Filer High School in
1984, Turner raised a family
and developed a custom
farming business. He contin-
ued toplay volleyball and golf,
and shared his passion for
sports with younger genera-
tions of athletes by coaching
tee-ball and soccer.

In memory of that passion,
both the visitor and home

Turner

dugouts at the Filer
park were rebuilt over
the past two years,
using approximately
$8,000 in donations
and memorial funds.

“The bleachers
hadn’t been replaced
in years,” Carolyn
Turner said. “This is
just one more sense of closure
for our family and a chance to
give back to the community
of Filer”

The dugout rebuild was
made possible through vol-
unteer labor and determina-
tion shown by Filer residents
Erik Peterson and his son,
Andrew. Andrew Peterson
took on constructing the vis-

itor dugout as his Eagle Scout
project. Assisted by 10 volun-
teers and fellow scouts from
Troop 7, the new cinderblock
structure was completed
with 260 hours of labor in
March 2009.

Erik Peterson, who direct-
ed construction on the home
dugout and remembers
watching Turner perform on
the high-school basketball
court, said his son jumped at
the chance to create amemo-
rial to his friend.

“Scott worked for us while
he was getting his own busi-
ness started and Andrew
looked up to him. The two of
them kind of became best
buds,” Peterson said. “Work
on the home dugout wasn’t
moving as fast asTwould have
liked, so I finished the roof
work myself. Scott always
gave 100 percent when play-
ing sports or anything else he
did”

Pina waives right
to speedy trial

By Bradley Guire

Times-News writer

The retrial of Juan Carlos
Fuentes Pina may not happen
until April 2011, as the former
murder convict waived his
right to a speedy trial
Wednesday in 5th District
Court in Twin Falls. Pina was
not in attendance, as he is
incarcerated at a state prisonin
Orofino. His attorney, Andrew
Parnes, presented the waiver
to Judge Richard Bevan, who
said that a trial date for next
April is “likely”

Bevan also announced that
he will voluntarily remove
himself as presiding judge in
the case, adding that Judge
Randy Stoker is likely to be
assigned to future hearings.
Bevan presided over Pina’s
first murder trial in 2006. Pina
was convicted of the first-
degree murder of Jesse
Naranjo, but the Idaho
Supreme Court threw out the
conviction last summer, citing
that Bevan gave improper
instruction to jurors.

No further hearings were set
Wednesday.

Perez fails to answer
misrepresentation suit

Celia Perez has not launched
a defense in a civil suit alleging
that she misrepresented her-
self to clients as a lawyer deal-
ing with immigration courts,
according to court records.

Perez failed to appear at a
hearing in June, prompting an
order of entry for default on
July 19. Deputy Attorney
General Stephanie Guyon pro-
vided a sworn affidavit to the
S5th District Court in Jerome
County that Perez was served
with a summons to appear on
Jan. 20 and that she has failed

to answer the complaint.

Perez allegedly advertised
and sold services as an immi-
gration and naturalization
consultant and told clients she
was alawyer, despite not hold-
ing a license to practice law.
The Idaho Attorney General’s
Consumer Protection Division
is suing Perez for restitution to
clients, court costs and to pro-
hibit her from undertaking the
same business.

TFPD joins missing

children program

The Twin Falls Police
Department is now using the “A
Child Is Missing” alert program,
a national nonprofit organiza-
tion which provides land line or
mobile phone alerts to the pub-
lic when someone is missing in
the area.

The program is free, provid-
ing round-the-clock service,
and uses sophisticated infor-
mation-gathering, mapping
and telephony technology to
help law enforcement locate
missing children and teens,
missing elderly persons who
often are suffering from
dementia, missing college stu-
dents and missing persons who
are mentally or physically chal-
lenged or disabled.

“This is one more tool we
have for quickly locating a vul-
nerable person,” said Twin
Falls Police Chief Jim Munn.

When police transmit a
missing person report to a Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., database,
calls or texts are sent to sub-
scribers with a message detail-
ing the missing person’s
description, last known
whereabouts and pertinent
information. Also included in
the message will be a police
department phone number to
report a sighting.

Nuclear developer
buys Payette County

land; Elmore County
plant seems less likely

By Laura Lundaquist

Times-News writer

One Idaho county may have lost a business for
the lack of a plan.

Alternate Energy Holdings Inc. announced
Wednesday that it had signed an agreement to
purchase 6,000 acres next to its proposed nuclear
power plant site in Payette County. The new
property, which AEHI refers to as its “backup
site,” includes water rights and transmission
rights-of-way needed for the new plant.

AEHI had started the application process for a
site near Hammett in Elmore County for the plant
in2008. But Elmore County Commissioner Larry
Rose said officials then found that the county’s
comprehensive plan wasn’t current, having been
last revised in 2004. Generating facilities were
last addressed in a 1999 revision, he said, but
officials then hadn’t considered solar, wind or
nuclear power. Rewriting the plan in order to
consider AEHTI’s application dragged the process
out.

Payette County’s comprehensive plan was cur-
rent, although County Commissioner Larry
Church said officials had to change the plan to
accommodate AEHI’s proposal. The zoning
change for 5,000 acres the company proposes to
build a plant on was approved June 22. Now
begins a several-month process of technical
review and evaluation.

“We want to do it right,” Church said. He added
he knew AEHI was looking at the purchased
property but wasn’t aware they’d bought it.

Rose wasn’t aware either, nor did he know his
county had fallen to third in contention.

“That’s their prerogative,” Rose said. “It wasn’t
an issue of AEHI; we just needed to make sure
we’d talked to everyone”

arewell concert

College-bound

- COMpPOSer says
e~ goodbye to Twin Falls.
LSy Friday in
Entertainment.
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IDWR

Continued from Main 1
Court by December at the
earliest.

In the meantime, the
appeals court ordered
Spackman to re-evaluate
the final two water rights,
giving benefit of the doubt
to the senior water users —
the trout producers — asthe
law directs rather than the

junior users. That resulted
in this month’s order recog-
nizing a violation of the two
oldest water rights, which
both sides said they may
appeal.

Randy MacMillan of
Clear Springs Foods said his
company is happy about
IDWR’s reversal, even
though it took five years to

do it. While the agency’s
numbers may be correct, he
said, the calculations used
to produce them are not
clear, so Clear Springs has-
n’'t decided whether to
appeal.

The Idaho Ground Water
Appropriators also question
the calculations, but don’t
suffer from indecision. Lynn

Tominaga, the group’s exec-
utive director, said ground-
water users will ask for a
hearing on the latest IDWR
results. He said the timing of
the order introduces confu-
sion — the calculations are
different from those used
for the other three water
rights pending before the
state Supreme Court.

“A lot of the information
is based upon an extrapola-
tion of the data,” Tominaga
said. “It’s not based on fact”

Those managing area
groundwater districts won’t
have to respond to the order
this year, so they’ll just
watch as another lobe of lit-
igation develops.

“I don’t know too much

about the new report yet,’
said Lynn Carlquist of the
North Snake Ground Water
District, “But there’s prob-
ably going to be more
pumpers affected”

Laura Lundquist may be
reached at Illundquist@
magicvalley.com or 735-
3376.

Budget

Continued from Main 1
fare better in the crisis than
other states like Oregon.
“We've reduced the size
of state government back to
what it was almost five years
ago,” Hammon said in an
interview. “And so to think
that that’s going to come
back overnight is unrealis-
tic, but over the next three to
four to five years we should
be able to return service lev-
els to where they were
before”

ended on June 30, the state’s
revenues were $2.26 billion,
less than forecasts that
ranged from $2.65 billion in
December 2008 to $2.34
billion in January.

Hammon also defended
the state’s approach toward
hiring additional auditors to
collect unpaid taxes through
the State Tax Commission,
which has drawn some crit-
icism for not being aggres-
sive enough. He said it’s
important to ensure that

additional investment.

Potential funding in-
creases for the commission
are reviewed each quarter,
based on the amount of
additional revenues being
collected, Hammon said.

While there’s $255 million
in uncollected taxes, only
about $67 million of it is col-
lectable, Hammon said,
noting bankrupt corpora-
tions and inmates as exam-
ples of difficult or impossi-
ble cases.

For fiscal year 2010, which there will be areturn onthe  Uncertainties still
Continued from Main 1 the media. intercepted  conversation

WikiLeaks’ website include
transcripts of Afghan radio
transmissions intercepted
after Bergdahl went missing
from his base in southern
Afghanistan — as well as
reports from U.S. soldiers
about talks with village eld-
ers about a possible prisoner
swap.

The documents show
Afghan tribal leaders assured
U.S. officials Bergdahl was
unharmed.

“The elders were asked by
the Taliban to (do) a trade
between the U.S. and
Taliban,” a U.S. soldier said in
a report dated July 2, 2009.
“The Taliban terms are 15 of
their Taliban brothers in U.S.
jail and some money in
exchange for Pvt. Bergdahl?’

Bergdahl’s Taliban captors
have released at least two
videotapes of him, including
one on Christmas Day show-
ing him healthy but speaking
critically about the U.S. mili-
tary operation in
Afghanistan.

The latest documents
indicate the Taliban almost

immediately seized on
Bergdahl’s value as a propa-
ganda tool.

According to a transcript
of what appears to be a radio
transmission intercepted July
1, 2009 — the day after
Bergdahl’s capture — people
aware he was being held
hostage discussed what to do
with him.

In the translated tran-
script, one person says:
“Look, they have all
Americans... helicopters, the
planes are looking for him.’

Another replies: “I think
he is a big shot. (That’s) why
they are looking for him?’

A third man says: “Can
you guys make a video of him
and announce it all over
Afghanistan that we have
one of the Americans?”’

The second man responds
again: “We already have a
video of him.’

Nearly three weeks later, a
Taliban video of Bergdahl
began circulating on the
Internet. Media from across
the nation then descended
on Bergdahl’s tiny hometown
just south of the Idaho resort
town of Sun Valley, where his
parents live in a modest
home on adirt road that leads
into the mountains.

Col. Tim Marsano, Idaho
National Guard spokesman,
on Wednesday alerted
Bergdahl’s family to media
reports about the leaked
documents. But Marsano
declined to comment on
still-classified military
information.

“Even though they are
leaked, it doesn’t change our
responsibility to hold them
as government secrets;’ he
told The Associated Press.

Bergdahl’s parents, Bob
and Jani Bergdahl, have
declined to speak to

NATIONAL AND LOCAL SPORTS
JUST A SLICE AWAY!!

magicvalley.com

Reports of how Bergdahl
landed in enemy hands are
conflicting.

On July 2, 2009, two U.S.
officials told the AP the sol-
dier “just walked off’’ his
base with three Afghans. On
July 6, the Taliban claimed
they’d captured a “drunken
American soldier!” Bergdahl
said in a video he was taken
captive when he lagged
behind on patrol.

The leaked information
does little to resolve the mat -
ter.

According to the docu-
ments, five hours after
Bergdahl missed a morning
roll call, U.S. soldiers in the
area picked up a radio trans-
mission indicating “an
American soldier is talking
and looking for someone
who speaks English.’

The next day, another

CLEARANCE
9.99

POLOS &
SPORTSHIRTS
You save 60%-80%.
Orig.* $28-$50.
Only at Macy's.
From Club Room.

50% OFF %
SPORTSWEAR -
Sale $15-34.50. "55"
Reg. $30-$69. i
Only at Macy's.
Tunics, capris,
dresses, tanks,
tops, & more
from Style & Co,
Charter Club &
JM Collection.
For misses.

& petites.

PLUS,

appears to mock U.S. sol-
diers’ efforts to find him. It
claims an unarmed Bergdahl
was captured during an
attack on his post in Paktika
province near the border
with Pakistan in an area
known to be a Taliban
stronghold.

On July 4, another report
came in: “Missing U.S. sol-
dier was last seen in a village.
... A bag was covering his
head, and he was wearing
dark khaki apparel!’ Tt said
the soldier was being trans-
ported in a black Toyota
Corolla, which was being
escorted by three to five
motorcycles.

Major John Redfield,
spokesman for the U.S.
Central Command in Tampa,
Fla., didn’t immediately
comment Wednesday on the
documents’ authenticity.

remain in Idaho’s budget-
ary future.

The federal match for
Medicaid increased from 70
percent to 80 percent due to
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. At the
end of December, it’s due to
return to 70 percent, unless
Congress extends the higher
match.

If Congress doesn’t, that
will leave a $71 million hole in

N\

this fiscal year’s budget that
the state will have to plug
with its remaining rainy-day
funds, Hammon said.

State lawmakers said that
while recovery could be
ahead, the coming months
remain critical.

“The real good news here
is we think we’ve hit bot-

tom,” said Sen. Bert
Brackett, R-Rogerson, a
member of the Joint

SITTER is a medically accurate
program that teaches boys and girls ages
11 to 13 how to handle emergencies
when caring for young children.

SAFE SITTERS learn:
* What to do when a child stops breathing or chockes
* How to call for emergency help
* Basic children care skills — diapering, feeding, etc.
* How to entertain children and keep them safe

A fee of $35.00 covers the 12-hour program.
Scholarships are available based on financial need.

Finance-Appropriations
Committee.

Rep. Stephen Hartgen, R-
Twin Falls, agreed that it
will likely take years for
spending to return to pre-
recession levels.

“We should be very cau-
tious,” he said.

Ben Botkin may be
reached at bbotkin@magic-
valley.com or 735-3238.

‘!

/ July 29th & 30th at
inidoka Memorial Hospital
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EDITORIAL
Suicide: Idaho’s
silent epidemic

hree hundred and seven Idahoans
ended their own lives last year.

Two hundred of them did so by
pressing a firearm against the temple,
into the mouth or under the chin and

pulling the trigger.
5 . -
oy Econemic | Index of despair
mises the Idaho ' Idaho suzigigzsobsy county
Council on Suicide '
Prevention in a just - IC (I)_lérr::yhl NuTZb er ggtg
released report. That’s 5 Caribou 9 257
10 percent more sui- | 3 pfinidoka 24 252
cides thanin 2008. 4. Boundary 13 240
But in truth, the Gem | 5 Custer 5 239
State — which ranks 6. Valley 10 226
10th in the nation in 7. Clark 1 217
self-induced deaths — | 8 Butte 3 26
does alousyjob at sui- | 9. Lewis 4 213
cide prevention. Idaho | 10- Bonner 43 208
is the only state in %1 NSZ Pﬁrce 1?% 132
America that doesn’t 1ée§h\glg hgﬁe B3 197
haveits ownsuicide |14 kootensi 128 195
prevention hotline. Tie,BearLake 6 195
Suicide is the sec- 16. Camas 1 184
ond-leading cause of 17. Boise 7 183
death for Idahoans 18.Bingham 401 8.2
15-34. Idaho’s suicide 19. Payette 20 177
rate is 36 percent above | Tie. Power 7 177
the national average. gé %onnewlle %i llg-g
F Idah e :
Of evely dq oan. 23.TwinFalls 60 1638
who succeeds in killing 21 Latah 57 157
himself or herself, 25 Jefferson 17 152
three attempt suicide. 96, Blaine 6 149
The average total cost Tie, Elmore 21 149
of treating suicide 28 Ada 257 143
attempters is $8.2 mil- | 29. Bannock 55 140
lion. The average work | Tie, Canyon 21 140
lost by people who try | 31. Lincoln 4 133
and fail to kill them- 32. Fremont 8 129
selves is $7.9 million. Tie, Franklin 8 129
Crecueaton. (A0 ]
year-old man who 36.Washington 6 118
attempted suicide cost | 372 4ams 2 115
$1.3 million after he 38 Benewah 5 107
was r'eleaseq from the 39. Teton 4 102
hospital. Skilled nurs- 40.Clearwater 4 96
ing care cost the state 41. Cassia 9 84
$555,200 over eight 42. Gooding 6 8.3
years. 43. Madison 9 5.7
That same amount of 4480nelda/d - 1 ) ‘i 8f
money would have ource: ldaho Department o
hired 11 classroom Health and Welfare
teachers.

To some degree, suicide is endemic to rural
states, where counseling services are few and far
between. That’s exacerbated by the fact that Idaho
has a critical shortage of physicians, especially in
rural areas.

But then again, nobody on the state level consid-
ers suicide a severe enough problem to devote sub-
stantial resources to preventing it. Idaho lost its
suicide prevention hotline in 2007. While residents
can call the national suicide prevention hotline, its
operators lack knowledge of local resources and
don’t always make the critical follow-up calls state
or local hotline operators often do.

While it lasted, the Idaho hotline did not have a
functioning board, lost its nonprofit status and
couldn’t get funding, the hotline’s former executive
director Peter Wollheim told the Idaho Press-
Tribune of Nampa.

Idaho must — must — restore a functioning sui-
cide hotline. An Idaho State University study
released this month concluded that Idaho could
run a suicide prevention hotline for $100,000 a
year.

“From the knowledge I have, I think that would
be money well spent,” Coeur d’Alene Republican
Sen. John Goedde told the Press-Tribune. Goedde
lost his daughter to suicide in 2004.

It also must teach nursing home operators and
emergency room workers to recognize the signs of
impending suicide.

One hundred and eighty-five Idahoans under the
age of 24 snuffed out their lives from 2004-2008. If
we as a state were doing our jobs, most of them
would still be alive.

for me: Who poses a

greater long-term threat
to America’s Gulf Coast
ecosystem: the U.S. Senate
or BP?

It is pretty much a tossup

Thomas
Friedman

Right now, from what I've
seen flying over the
Louisiana coast at the mouth
of the Mississippi, my vote is
the U.S. Senate. BP at least
seems to have finally gotten
its act together and is clean-
ing up the oil spill. The
Senate, in failing to pass even
the most modest bill to
diminish our addiction to oil
and begin to mitigate climate
change, has not even begun
todoitsjob.

I have to admit, I was sur-
prised and pleased that it
took us an hour of flying in
our float plane over Breton
Sound and Barataria Bay and
across the marshes, bayous,
barrier islands and open
water that lie about 70 miles
from the site of the
Deepwater Horizon rig
before we spotted any signif-
icant ribbon of oil. “There it
is)” said our pilot, as he
banked the plane for a better
view of the small oil slick and
as if he were pointing out a
pod of whales we had been
searching for all day.

Here’s the good news.
Thanks to: the capping of the
broken oil well; the cleanup
efforts so far by a flotilla of
shrimp boats converted to
skimmers; the currents that
have blessedly taken alot of
the spill away from the
shore; the weathering
process that is breaking
down alot of the crude into
different compounds that
dissolve, evaporate or get
absorbed by microbes in the
ocean; and the dispersants
that have broken up the
biggest oil slicks, there isless
and less to see here on the
surface. Walking along the

OPINION EDITOR STEVE CRUMP: 735-3223 SCRUMP@MAGICVALLEY.COM

QUOTABLE

“If I had gotten this trove on the Taliban or
al-Qaida, I would have called it priceless.”

~ Former CIA director Michael Hayden denouncing the disclo-
sure of thousands of once-secret U.S. military documents

Want the good news first?
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beach on Grand Isle, the only
inhabited barrier island on
Louisiana’s Gulf Coast, it
appears that our worst fears
have not materialized — so
far.

So much for the good
news. The bad news is what
you can't see that is happen-
ing under the ocean’s surface
and the stuff you can see that
no one is talking about.

“From a biological per-
spective, we know what
happens when oil hits the
beach. We can see those
impacts; we can mitigate
those impacts; we can quan-
tify those impacts,” said
Keith Ouchley, the biologist
who leads the Nature
Conservancy in Louisiana.

The greatest concern,
added Ouchley, is what
impact the undersea oil con-
centrations could have on
the billions of tiny larval fish,
shrimp and other organisms
that are at the bottom of the
whole marine food chain —
and we may not know that
for many years.

What compounds that
worry is that the marshes,
sea grasses, oyster beds and
barrier islands that provide
the nurseries for those larval
fish, shrimp and other
marine life had already been

dramatically weakened long
before the BP spill. That was
thanks to the building of
levies that have prevented
the rivers’ natural flooding of
life-giving freshwater and
sediments into the marshes,
as well as the laying of oil and
gas pipelines and shipping
navigation channels all
across the ecosystem.

Bob Marshall, an environ-
mental reporter for The
Times-Picayune of New
Orleans, put the BP spill in
the right context when he
wrote: “We need to remem-
ber this is a temporary prob-
lem on top of a permanent
disaster. Long after BP’s oil is
gone, we'll still be fighting
for survival against a much
more serious enemy — our
sinking, crumbling delta.
Our coast is like a cancer
patient who has come down
with pneumonia. That’s
serious, but curable. After
the fever breaks, he’ll still
have cancer”

That’s where the Senate
has failed miserably. There
are three things it should be
doing for the gulf and our
other vital ecosystems. First,
taking out some minimal
insurance against climate
change by reducing our car-
bon emissions; this region is

particularly vulnerable to sea
level rise and the more
intense storms that climate
change will bring. Second,
set us on a path to diminish
our addiction to oil so we
don’t have to drill in ever-
deeper waters. And, finally,
provide the federal funding
torestore America’s critical
ecosystems. The Senate
abandoned the first two but
is still working on the third.

The Senate’s failure to act
is aresult of many factors,
but one is that the climate-
energy policy debate got dis-
connected from average peo-
ple. We need less talk about
“climate” and more about
how conservation saves
money, renewable energy
creates jobs, restoring the
gulf’s marshes sustains fish-
ermen and preserving the
rainforest helps poor people.
Said Glenn Prickett, vice
president at the Nature
Conservancy: “We have to
take climate change out of
the atmosphere, bring it
down to earth and show how
it matters in people’s every-
day lives”

Thomas Friedmanis a
columnist for The New York
Times. Write to him at
tfriedman@nytimes.com.

The Right and the global climate

limate change legis-

lation has been dying

in the Senate for
months now, but Harry
Reid’s decision to finally
admit as much has support -
ers of cap-and-trade casting
about for somebody to
blame. They’ve blamed the
Obama administration, for
prioritizing health care
reform over an energy bill.
They’ve blamed the
American people, for being
too concerned with economic
issues to grapple with longer-
term threats. And they’ve
blamed figures like Lindsey
Graham and John McCain,
erstwhile supporters of cap-
and-trade who have steadily
backpedaled away from it.

But most of all, they’ve

blamed conservatives — for
pressuring Republican law-
makers to abandon legisla-
tion they once supported,
and for closing ranks against
any attempt to tax and regu-
late our way to alower-car-
bon economy.

“yes” inlockstep. There was
no way to get abill through
without some support from
conservative lawmakers. And
in the global warming debate,
there’s a seemingly unbridge-
able gulf between the conser-
vative movement and the
environmentalist cause.

To understand why;, it’s
worth going back to the
1970s.

The '70s were a decade for
apocalyptic enthusiasms, and
none was more potent than
the fear that human popula-
tion growth had outstripped
the Earth’s carrying capacity.
According to a chorus of cre-
dentialed alarmists, the world
was entering an age of
sweeping famines, crippling
energy shortages, and loom-

Social conservatives and
libertarians found common
ground resisting these pre-
scriptions. And time was
unkind to the alarmists. The
catastrophes never material-
ized and global living stan-
dards soared. By the turn of
the millennium, the devel -
oped world was worrying
about abirth dearth.

This is the lens through
which most conservatives
view the global warming
debate. Again, a doomsday
scenario has generated a cri-
sis atmosphere, which is
being invoked to justify taxes
and regulations that many
left-wingers would support
anyway.

History, however, rarely
repeats itself exactly — and
conservatives who treat glob-
al warming as just another
scare story are almost cer-
tainly mistaken.

Rising temperatures won’t
“destroy” the planet, as fear-
mongers and celebrities like
to say. But the evidence that

assumption that a warmer
world will be aricher world —
and that economic develop-
ment is likely to do more for
the wretched of the Earth
than a growth-slowing regu-
latory regime.

Liberals disagree. They
think the skeptics underesti-
mate the potential for catas-
trophe, and overestimate the
costs of regulation. They look
to the past for lessons, but
their model is the Clean Air
Act and its various modifica-
tions, which reduced domes-
tic air pollution relatively
cheaply.

But the Clean Air Act did-
n't require collective action
onaglobal scale. What’s
more, a crucial technology,
the catalytic converter, was
already on the way as the
act’s provisions went into
effect. Cap-and-tradeis
more of aleap in the dark.

Liberalism specializes in
such leaps. But you can see
why conservatives might lean
toward the wisdom of inac-

Cap-and-trade’sbackers  ing civilizational collapse. carbon emissions are altering  tion. Not every danger has a
' I lIM ES N EWS are correct to point the finger It was not lost on conser-  the planet’s ecology is too regulatory solution, and
- rightward. If their bill is dead, vatives that this analysisled  convincing toignore. sometimes it makes sense to
, . ) it was the American conser-  inexorably toleft-wing policy = Conservatives who dismiss wait, get richer, and then try
Brad Hurd...... publisher - Steve Crump...... Opinion editor vative movement that ulti-  prescriptions — a govern- climate change asahoaxare  tomuddle through.
The members of the editorial board and writers of mately killed it. Climateleg-  ment-run energy sector at making a spectacle of their
editorials are Brad Hurd, Steve Crump, Bill Bitzenburg islation wasn’t like health home, and population con- ignorance. Their perspective Ross Douthat is a colum-
and Mary Lou Panatopoulos. care, with Democrats voting  trol for the masses overseas.  is grounded, in part, on the nist for The New York Times.
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OTHER VIEWS

Here’s what Idaho newspapers
are saying about ...

... the big dry

Idaho Mountain Express,
Ketchum

Uber skeptics that share
the delusion that global
warming is a “hoax” may
want to reconsider their
iconoclastic dogma. There’s
potentially bad news about
life’s indispensable com-
modity for survival —water.

A new study by the
Natural Resources Defense
Council forecasts water
shortages by 2050 in one-
third of all U.S. counties ...
brought on by climate
change droughts and
inevitable increased demand
by alarger population and
expanding industrial needs.

Idahoislisted as one of
one of 14 hardest-hit states,
with seven counties —
Cassia, Oneida, Lincoln,
Bingham, Minidoka, Canyon
and Power — facing
“extreme” impacts from
water shortfalls. Twelve
other counties in Idaho’s
southern tier are forecast to
endure “high” water short-
age risks, while Blaine
County and eight others are
on the “moderate” impact
list. The remaining 16,
mostly in mid and north-
western Idaho, face “low”
risks.

The complete study is
available online at
www.nrdc.org/globalWarmi
ng/waterrsustainability.

Simple mathematics
makes the study credible.
Even if annual precipitation
remains stable, larger popu-
lations requiring more
water-intensive food farms
and personal consumption,
industry’s appetite for water
... and urban landscaping
will increase demand beyond
supplies in some regions.

Prudence suggests that
responsible public managers
of water supplies begin now
to develop workable strate-
gies for ways to reduce pub-
lic and industry consump-
tion, increase storage, accel-
erate treatment and usage of
sewage for agricultural and
industry use, and, where
applicable, modernize water
desalinization technology
for using sea water.

Waiting until 2050 will be
toolate.

Tell us what
you think

ONLINE: Register at
Magicvalley.com, and
respond to any of the
local opinions or stories
in today’s edition.

ON PAPER: The Times-
News welcomes letters
from readers on sub-
jects of public interest.
Please limit letters to
300 words. Include your
signature, mailing
address and phone
number. Writers who
sign letters with false
names will be perma-
nently barred from pub-
lication. Letters may be
brought to our Twin
Falls office; mailed to
P.O. Box 548, Twin Falls,
ID 83303; faxed to
(208) 734-5538; or e-
mailed to letters@mag-
icvalley.com.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION:
Voice your opinion with
local bloggers:
Progressive Voice and
Conservative Corner on
the opinion page at
Magicvalley.com.

Sibyl
is a well mannered 10
month old spayed female
Border Collie Pit who
knows some obedience and
loves playing ball. Come
meet Sibyl!

TWIN FALLS ANIMAL SHELTER
420 Victory Avenue

736-2299

... poor, or cheap?

Lewiston Tribune

Where would you rather
educate your children?

Mississippi or Idaho?

Ridiculous question,
right?

The Magnolia State is
America’s perennial last -
place finisher. As bleak as
Idaho’s prospects ever got,
it could always count on
Mississippi to bring up the
rear.

Except, it turns out,
when it comes to spending
money on its schools.

On that score, it’s the
Gem State that is danger-
ously close to winning the
dubious prize.

Only Utah spends less
per pupil.

Moreover, those numbers
don’t take into account the
decision of Idaho Gov. C.L.
“Butch” Otter and the
Republican-controlled
Legislature to scale back
public school spending by
nearly $130 million this
year.

Not that Idaho ever has
been overly generous to its
schools... While poor
Southern states bettered
themselves, Idaho opted to
lavish income tax breaks on
the wealthy in 2001 and
property tax cuts for cor-
porations in 2006.

Idaho falls behind its
neighbors as well.

You'll hear that’s just
Idaho’s lot in life. This is a
poor state. It does what it
can for schools.

Nonsense.

Idaho isn’t that poor.

It’s just cheap.

When it comes to median
household income, Idaho
ranks 35th.

A recent Idaho State Tax
Commission study shows
tax burdens in Idaho rank
46th among the 50 states
and the District of
Columbia ... Taxes here are
lower than any of the 10
other Western states.

Compensate for Idaho’s
comparatively lower
incomes and the tax burden
still comes in low — 42nd,
nearly 10 percent below the
national average.

Of course, Idahoans
know they’re getting a good

Toenail Clinic

* Ingrown Toenails ® Deformed Toenails
o Infected Toenails ® Toenail Trimming
o Painful Toenails  ® Toenail Surgeon

Timothy G. Tomlinson, DPM
276 N. Canyon Dr. » Gooding » 934-8829

return on their money. Just
because they’re tight with
their schools doesn’t mean
those students aren’t being
educated. Costs, especially
teacher salaries, may be
higher in places like
California or New York
without delivering better
results.

But at some point, it
catches up.

If you’re spending less on
teacher pay, other states are
going to hire away the best
prospects — and probably
some of Idaho’s youngest,
more mobile educators.

If you're spending less
per pupil, it’s going to
translate into more kids
assigned to each classroom,
older textbooks, out-of-
date technology and fewer
electives.

It certainly shows up in
terms of a comparatively
lower rate of Idaho gradu-
ates attending college.

And it’s got to scare away
economic development ...

.. oW it's your problem

Idaho Statesman, Boise

Are there still Idaho fam-
ilies that believe the shaky
economy and tumbling
state revenues affect every-
body else?

Furloughed state work-
ers? Those are fat bureau-
crats.

Freezes or cuts in teacher
pay? Not me, thank good-
ness.

Months-delayed pay-
ments to Medicaid contrac-

tors? That’s somebody else. Legislature next spring, or  ents and distracted taxpay-

But no buses for my the election of a governor, a ers, as yourise to drive

child? No library books for  state superintendent and Janie to school next

my student? legislators this fall, get October, or cover the
That hits home. more than the passing phones so her dad can run
Welcome to Fiscal Year attention most Idahoans home at 3 p.m.

2011, the Year of the Reality give to such boring stuff ... These aren’t somebody

Check. But remember, busy par- else’s problems anymore.
The federal -stimulus

bailout to state govern-

ments is largely spent. State
reserves are mostly gone.
What's left is pain.

We'’ve long believed that

Paul Mevyers is
RETIRING!

the true and full effects of
the budget crisis won’t be
felt until fall, when the Paul has served the
backslapping over Idaho’s .
brave ... balanced budget is Magic Valley for 32 vears. He has
long forgotten. When par- been a mechanic at Magic Valley
ents have to rise on dark, International and Lammers Truck
chilly mornings to drive X
children who no longer Center. We are having an
have a school bus to ride. Open House for Paul on
Or when workers have to "
explain to the boss, again, Friday July 30, 2010 at
why thfy’re lftilaving at Lammers Truck Center,
3 p.m. to run home ...

Textbooks will have to 195 Deere Street,
last another year. Libraries Twin Falls, Idaho

will be loaning the same
books; there’s no money for
new ones. In districts
where kindergartners are
now on every-other-day
schedules, working parents
will have to arrange ...
multiple day-care scenar-
ios. Is this the two-day
week, or the three-day
week?

Can Idaho survive this?
Of course. Will the effects
ripple out of the schools, to
the workplace, to the
broader economy? To the
ballot box?

We'll see. We'll see if the
deliberations of the

from —
4:30 to 6:30pm. \ T2
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& TAX SERVICE

DON’T HAVE TIME?
I Can Help You with

QuickBooks, Bookkeeping
& Tax Services,
SAVE TIME & MONEY!

A B T S My hours are your hours.
—

(208) 944-9393

READ MY TESTIMONIALS or
ASSET BOOKKEEPING SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT At

www.assethooksandtax.com
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" Help Us Finish
The Picture!

The Twin Falls Center for the Aris
is being built now; but we need
your help to finish it A private
foundation has expressed inter-
est in contributing to the project,
but we need to raise $100,000 by
vl July 31st to qualify for funding.
We have already raised more
than 75% of the total funds
needed to build and fully furnish
the Twin Falls Center for the Arts.
Now we need the community’'s
support to reach our $1.4 million
goal.

The Twin Falls Center for the Arts
will be a community gathering
place where people of all ages
and walks of life can gather to
celebrate creativity and the arts.
Imagine a place where you can:
*Enjoy music recitals, foreign
films, or a dinner theater perfor-
mance on a Friday night.

*| earn new ways to express your
creativity through workshops and
classes.

*See a travelling watercolor ex-
hibit one week and experimental
photography from local artists
the next.

sSpend a Saturday morning
watching a local artist paint a pic-
ture of the canyon, while a band
plays on the outdoor stage,

Help build a place where we can
celebrate art and life in the Magic
Valley. Donate TODAY by con-
tacting Robin Baumgartner, Arts
Center Project Coordinator at
734-ARTS (2787) or e-mail
robin@twinfallscenter.org
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Atanker plane
drops fire
retardant on
homes near
Eagle on
Wednesday.

Idaho Statesman/
AP photo

Flres threaten homes near
Boise as wind fans flames

By John Miller

Associated Press writer

BOISE — At least three
homes were damaged and
dozens more evacuated
Wednesday as a wind-
whipped grassfire northwest
of Idaho’s capital city
expanded to thousands of
acres and threatened rural
subdivisions. No injuries
were reported.

Firefighting planes, water
bucket-wielding helicopters
and about 50 fire trucks,
engines, water tenders, brush
rigs and bulldozers were dis-
patched to the site about 15
miles northwest of Boise.

More than 300 firefighters
from multiple agencies com-
bined to fight the blaze.

The fire, which was
reported early Wednesday
afternoon, began burning as
an electrical storm moved
through the area north of the
town of Eagle, near State
Highway 16. Lightning is the
likely culprit, said Mallory
Eils, a Bureau of Land
Management spokeswoman
on the scene.

“There was definitely a
storm that moved through,’
Fils said, adding it was
unclear just when crews
would have the fire under
control. “The smoke is defi-

AROQUND THE WEST

nitely dissipating, they (fire-
fighters) are probably getting
a bit of a handle on it. But we
keep getting these gusty
winds coming out of the
west!’

No estimates for the
blaze’s size were available,
but it likely encompassed
several square miles.

This area’s undulating
sage- and cheatgrass-cov-
ered foothills have seen the
arrival of several sprawling
subdivisions in recent
decades. Residents from
evacuated homes were
instructed to go to a nearby
high school to wait out the
flames.

IDAHO
Bill seeks to bring new

federal judge to ldaho

BOISE — Idaho U.S. House
members are leading a bipartisan
effort to increase the number of
federal judges in their home state
for the first time since the 1950s.

Democrat Walt Minnick and
Mike Simpson, a Republican, said
Wednesday they re co-sponsoring
a bill that would direct the presi-
dent to appoint a third U.S. dis-
trict judge in Idaho.

The state's federal criminal
caseload has increased dramati-
cally since 2000, from 83 cases a
year to 230 cases a year.

Simpson says the increasing
workload has resulted in Idaho's
two U.S. District judges carrying a
disproportionate share of cases
compared to their colleagues in
other states.

MONTANA

1 dead, 2 injured
in bear attack

at campground

HELENA — At least one bear
rampaged through a campground
Wednesday near Yellowstone
National Park in the middle of the
night, killing one person and injur-
ing two others during a terrifying
attack that forced people to hide
in their cars as the animal tore
through tents.

Three separate attacks left a
male dead and a female and
another male injured at the Soda
Butte campground. The female
suffered severe lacerations from
bites on her arms, and the surviv-
ing male was bitten on his calf.
Both were hospitalized in Cody,
Wyo.

Wildlife officials did not release
the identities or ages of the vic-
tims. A response team was being
sent to piece together what hap-
pened.

“We don't know if it was one
bear, two bears, a black bear or
grizzly bear” Montana Fish,

Wildlife and Parks spokesman Ron
Aasheim said. “Obviously, the
bear's gone now. Will it come back
tonight? That's the question.”
Authorities were setting traps
and seeking bear hair, saliva and

Take it from SPOT...

BABBELS CLEANERS

is doggone good at removing spots.
Bring us all the “old friends” hanging
out in your closet!

THURSDAY ONLY

Bring In This Ad & Your Order On
Thursday & Receive 20% Off.

BABBELS
CLEANERS

228 Shoshone St. E.
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301

133-2258

droppings while measuring the
bite wounds of victims to deter-
mine the type and number of
bears involved in the attack.

Park County dispatchers took a
911 call early Wednesday from a
male reporting that a bear had bit-
ten his ankle and was tearing up
tents, Aasheim said. Dispatchers
got two more calls, including one
from a man who said a bear hit the

leg of his daughter’s boyfriend.

At 3:50 a.m., park officials went
through the campground to
advise campers to get into their
cars. A half-hour later, the dead
male was discovered at a camp-
site. Authorities then evacuated

the  campground,  sending
campers to nearby hotels.
~The Associated Press

Inventory Reduction SALE

SAVE 50'750/0 OFF

Select Home Decor,
Framed Art,
Furniture Pieces,

Christmas
& MUCH MORE ...

Simpler Times Village

840 Addison Ave. » Twin Falls, ID 83301 ¢ 208-733-8737
Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm
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Judge orders tougher look
at heavy use of fire retardant

By Jeff Barnard

Associated Press writer

(8] r.\_r

~

GRANTSPASS, Ore. — A
federal judge Wednesday
ordered the U.S. Forest
Service to take a tougher
look at the possibility that
routinely dropping toxic
fire retardant on wildfires
from airplanes will kill
endangered fish and plants.

U.S. District Judge
Donald W. Molloy in
Missoula, Mont., ruled that
the current environmental
assessment isinadequatein
light of federal biologists’
findings that fire retardant
that lands in creeks and on
rare plants jeopardize the
survival of endangered
species and their habitat.

Molloy did not restrict
the use of fire retardant this
summer, but in a sternly
written order gave the
Forest Service until the end
of 2011 to do a tougher
environmental  impact
statement. He warned the
agency could be found in
contempt for failing to
meet the deadline and
refused to hear further
arguments on the issue.

He also sent environ-
mental analyses in support
of the Forest Service
assessment, known as bio-
logical opinions, back tothe

Friday, July 30"
at St. Benedicts parking lot from 4 - 6pm

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Marine
Fisheries Service.

The judge wrote that they
violated the Endangered
Species Act by failing to put
any real limits on firefighters
from calling in retardant
drops, despite finding that
the mix of water and fertilizer
could poison fish and their
food and kill rare plants.

Andy Stahl of Forest

Service Employees for
Environmental Ethics, which
brought the lawsuit, said half
the 20 million gallons of fire
retardant dropped by the
Forest Service in 2008 was
dropped in California, where
it has become a public rela-
tions display for television
cameras that is rarely effec-
tive because it is used in
windy conditions that cause
it to be widely dispersed.

{“\\1‘-'

The children of Ron & Carol Bench would like
family & friends to join with them in celebrating

Ron & Carol’s 50 year Anniversary
together. They were married July 14, 1960 in
the Idaho Falls temple. They have 4 children Lisa
(Kendel) Asher, DeAnna (Shaun)Woodhouse, Russell
(Connie) Bench & Stacie (Scot)Bell. They have 12
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.
£ _The party is Saturday July 31, 2010 at the _ 5,
Burley Stake Center at 2050 Normal =
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm
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® Bring your Bike & Helmet

® Safety Demonstrations

® 100 Helmets given FREE
to first 100 participants

® FREE stickers, tassels &
other items to decorate

your bike.

(Participants may ride your bikes in the
Jerome County Fair Parade, Aug. 3rd.)

For more information contact St. Bens at 324-9533

ST. BENEDICTS
['amily Medical Center im'

Jlr

Stasia Parra, CS| Student

I'm a wife and mother of two children. I quit school at

an early age, but decided to go back and get my GED.

CSI's GED program was great. The teachers were

excellent, and they coached me through until I made

my decision to be an EMT.

Now I'm enrolled at CSI and am working to get my

EMT degree. It wouldn’t have been possible

without CSI.

www.csi.edu

The Doors Are Open.
The Time Is Now.

REGISTRATIO!
NOW UNDERWAY

Gl

College of
Southern Idaho

Stay near... Go far... Succeed!

732-6250 or go online: WWW.cCSi.edu

Safe Kids




By Jeannine Aversa
Associated Press writer

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. economic recovery will
remain slow deep into next
year, held back by shoppers
reluctant to spend and
employers hesitant to hire,
according to an Associated
Press survey of leading econ-
omists.

The latest quarterly AP
Economy Survey shows
economists have turned
gloomier in the past three
months. They foresee weaker
growth and higher unem-
ployment than they did
before. As a result, the econ-
omists think the Federal
Reserve will keep interest

Dow Jones Industrial
THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2010

39.81| Nasdaq composite

AP Economy Survey: gradual recovery

The findings of the new AP Economy Survey point to an economic
recovery that will progress slowly through next year.

Consumer spending
In inflation adjusted dollars, annually

4 PEICENE ++vsersrrvsssreeseres s

Jan.-May June-Dec. Jan.-Dec.

2010 2010 2011

When will the unemployment
rate get back to around
5 percent in the U.S.?

30 -

2011 2012 2013 2014 Later Never

NOTE: Forecast is based on survey of 42 economists.

rates near zero until at least
next spring.

Yet despite their expecta-
tion of slower growth, a
majority of the 42 econo-

AP

mists surveyed believe the
recovery remains on track,
raising hopes that the econo-
my can avoid falling back into
a “double-dip’’ recession.

2369 | S&P 500

771 | Russell 2000

LAST-MINUTE REPRIEVE

Federal judge blocks parts of Arizona
immigration law >>> BUSINESS 3

1141

BUSINESS EDITOR JOSH PALMER: 735-3231 JPALMER@MAGICVALLEY.COM

AP survey: A bleaker outlook for economy into 2011

The AP survey compiles
forecasts of leading private,
corporate and academic
economists on a range
of indicators, including
employment,  consumer
spending and inflation.
Among their forecasts:

¢ Economic growth the
rest of this year and early
next year will weaken, to less
than 3 percent. From January
through May, the economy
grew at roughly a 3.5 percent
pace.

¢ The unemployment rate
will be no lower at the end of
the year than it is now —
9.5 percent. A majority think
it will be 2015 or later before
the rate falls to a historically
normal 5 percent.

o State budget shortfalls
pose a ‘“significant’’ or
“severe’’ risk to the national
economy. Theloss of tax rev-
enue has forced state and
local governments to cut
services and lay off workers.

The weak economy leaves
Democrats and Republicans
on Capitol Hill vulnerable as
they head into the November
elections. Democrats, who
now control both chambers,
have the most to lose. The
gloomier outlookis also alia-
bility for President Barack
Obama.

The economists have
turned more pessimistic
since the recovery hit turbu-
lence in May. Europe’s debt
crisis sent tremors through

Wall Street, causing stocks to
tumble and raising doubts
about the durability of the
rebound.

Since then, businesses
have been slow to step up
hiring. Americans’ confi-
dence in the economy has
declined, leading shoppers to
reduce spending. And the
housing market has weak-
ened further with the end of
a homebuyer tax credit that
had buoyed sales earlier this
year.

Consumers aren’t leading
this rebound, as they usually
do, despite ultra-low bor-
rowing costs. Their spending
growth will weaken in the

See SURVEY, Business 2

Disabled veterans tackle new obstacle —

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

By Alexandra Zavis
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Sgt.
Neil Avant was headed to a
meeting with businessmen
in Baghdad last year when a
man wearing women’s
clothes with explosives hid-
den underneath blew him-
self up.

Avant’s injuries, including
nerve damage to both legs,
ended his Army career at 33.
Looking for a new vocation,
he decided to open a green
energy business. Earlier this
month, he joined 19 other
disabled veterans at an
eight-day crash course in
entrepreneurship.

His instructors at UCLA’s
Anderson  School  of
Management were blunt.
Why would anyone consult
him, he recalled them ask-
ing, when there are numer-
ous firms already offering to
help customers convert to
renewable energy?

“Man, this really is like
boot camp, you know the
way they break you down to
build you up?”’ Avant said in
between lectures on balance
sheets and marketing strate-

gies.
“I think I was a little too
cocky. ... We were trying to

do microloans and financing
in a combat environment,
and I was like, ‘If I can do
that in Iraq, I can do it any-
where, right?’ ¢

With jobs hard to find,
starting a business can be an
attractive option for veterans
returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan with debilitating
injuries. Hundreds apply
every year for the
Entrepreneurship  Boot-
camp for Veterans with
Disabilities, which is offered
at six universities nationwide.

The all-expenses-paid
program, funded by contri-
butions from the business
community, was founded by
J. Michael Haynie, who
served 14 years in the Air
Force before joining the
Whitman  School  of
Management at Syracuse
University as an assistant
professor of entrepreneur-
ship. “If we know anything
from history, for veterans
with disabilities the path to
traditional employment is a
challenge,’ Haynie said.

Program participants say
becoming entrepreneurs
allows them to craft careers
suited to their skills and
limitations. Besides dealing

with physical issues, many
disabled veterans require
care that can be difficult to
fit into a traditional work-
week.

“I probably have on aver -
age two to three medical
appointments a week;’ said
Patrick Valdez Sr., who suf-
fered back, shoulder and
knee injuries during a 33-
year Army career. “That’s a
lot to ask an employer!’

By starting a business
selling promotional prod-
ucts, Valdez now controls
his schedule. But he said he
needed help adapting his
military experience to the
business world.

As a command sergeant

LAWRENCE K. HO/Los Angeles Times
Army veterans, from left, Kenneth Kraft, Kim Anglesey and Patrick Valdez take part in the Entrepreneurship
Bootcamp for Veterans with Disabilities at UCLA Anderson School of Management in Los Angeles, 