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Occupy Boise Resists Packing Up

Gov. C.L. ‘Butch’ Otter signed a law Tuesday to prohibit
camping on state-owned property, putting an end to the
24/7 protest in downtown Boise — assuming a federal

lawsuit doesn’t intervene.

BY MELISSA DAVLIN

mdavlin@magicvalley.com

BOISE « The gloomy weather
matched the mood at the Occu-
py Boise encampment on Tues-

T.E. Man
Claims

$1 Million
Powerball
Jackpot

Bill Edson and his brother
Mike, a Salt Lake City
resident, will split the prize.
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TWIN FALLS ¢ A Twin Falls man has
claimed his million-dollar Powerball
winnings.

Bill Edson will split the jackpot
with his brother, Mike Edson of Salt
Lake City. The pair claimed their
check in Boise Tuesday morning,
said Idaho Lottery spokesman David
Workman.

The winning ticket was purchased
at the Stinker Station at 880
Shoshone St. W. The drawing for the
ticket was held Saturday.

Store manager Colleen Gooch said
she had heard her store might have
won at a managers’ meeting earlier
this week, but didn’t find out for sure
until Tuesday.

“We're not that lucky here,” she
said.

The Edson brothers are long-time
players of the lottery, Workman said,
but neither brother thought they had
won because the ticket failed to
match the Powerball number.

“It’s a common mistake,” Work-
man said.

“When I saw all the news about a
million-dollar winner, I thought alot

Please see LOTTO, A2

DOW Crosses
13,000 for First
Time Since May

Page A6.

IF YOU DO ONE THING TODAY ...

The Lost Fingers: Arts on Tour pres-
ents The Lost Fingers, 7:30 p.m. in the
College of Southern Idaho’s Fine Arts
Auditorium. Tickets: $22 for adults,
816 for students at 732-6288, Fine
Arts box office or csi.edu/artsontour.
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day afternoon.

Earlier that day, the protesters
received word that Gov. C.L.
“Butch” Otter had signed into law
a bill to ban camping on state-
owned property, effectively putting

an eviction date on the protester
tent city that pitched up near the
Capitol’s southeast corner in No-
vember.

Occupiers have until 5 p.m.
Monday to pack up their tents and
leave. But the group announced
Tuesday evening it had sued to stop
the eviction, expecting a federal
judge to hear arguments regarding
atemporary restraining order at 3
p.m. Friday.

On Tuesday, Jessica Miller and
Chris Sullivan spoke quietly as they
stood under a yellow tarp and made
stew for the evening. Both are
homeless, and said this was anoth-
er example of how the nation’s
richest and most powerful ignore
therealities of those who are strug-
gling. This could happen to any of
them, said Miller as she chopped
meat and onions.

But, Sullivan said, the eviction

wasn’t a surprise.

“We knew it was going to happen
eventually, but it’s just frustrating,”
he said.

State lawmakers have worked to
clear the grounds of the old Ada
County Courthouse of campers
since January, when House Assis-
tant Majority Leader Scott Bedke,
R-Oakley, introduced a bill to re-
move the campers.

Please see OCCUPY, A2

ASHLEY SMITH - TIMES-NEWS
Robert Stuart Middle School eighth-grader Rosalinda Vargas attends an orientation day at Canyon Ridge High School on Tuesday.

Ready to Move Up

With new requirements the higher they climb, students advancing to middle or high school
got acquainted Tuesday with their future classrooms and peers.

BY JULIE WOOTTON

Jjwootton@magicvalley.com

TWIN FALLS . The hallways at
Canyon Ridge High School were
full of students Tuesday morning
as they made their way to their

next class.

On the other side of the school,
a flurry of activity in the auditori-
um signaled hundreds of eighth-
graders arriving for an orientation session.

The middle school students — mostly from Robert
Stuart Middle School — were visiting Canyon Ridge
tolearn about registering for classes and get a taste of
transitioning into high school.

“This is a very important process,” Canyon Ridge
Principal Brady Dickinson told the students.

On Tuesday, more than 1,000 fifth- and eighth-
grade students in the Twin Falls School District visit -

N
More
Online

SEE more im-
ages from
Tuesday’s ori-
entation at
Magicvalley.c
om/gallery.

ed the middle or high school they’ll attend next year.

Incoming high school students met with their
Please see ORIENTATION, A3

ASHLEY SMITH « TIMES-NEWS
Students attend an orientation day for area eighth-graders on Tuesday at Canyon
Ridge High School.

Committee Prints Streamlined Sales Tax Bill

BY MELISSA DAVLIN

mdavlin@magicvalley.com

long road left

Gem State.

BOISE « Idahois one step closer to being
able to collect its sales tax on Internet
and catalog purchases—but there’s a

On Tuesday, the House Revenue and
Taxation Committee voted to print a bill
to set up a system to collect the state’s 6
percent sales tax on such purchases made
by its residents. Some online vendors al-
ready charge the tax, though the state
lacks a method to bring what could be
millions of dollars per year back to the

The bill wasn’t printed without dissent
from committee members concerned
about its complicated language and the
expansion of government.

Rep. Lenore Barrett, R-Challis, pointed
out that the issue has come up several times
over the years. Similar pushes have been
proposed, yet failed every year since 2007.

“We’ve just beat the crap out of this
poor horse, and thought it was dead;’ she
said. Barrett went on to say that she came
to the Legislature to shrink government,
and viewed this as an expansion instead.
She also added that she was offended that
Idaho is asking for taxes on goods she

Please see TEX, A2

At a Glance
Streamlined Sales Tax

What'’s the problem? Idaho law already requires res-
idents to pay the state’s 6 percent sales tax on pur-
chases made online or from catalogs. But the state
lacks a way to collect the taxes other than trusting
people will pay up on their annual tax forms.

What's the solution? Sponsors of a bill to update
the tax code say joining a multi-state coalition will
streamline the process of gathering sales taxes from
across the country.

Is this a new tax? No. However, most people don’t
pay it right now, so if approved, Idaho residents would
likely see a difference when buying items online.
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M-C Exchange
Youth Show
Statehouse Savvy

t’s common to see

clusters of students

and scouts touring

the Statehouse dur-
ing the legislative session,
but a special group came
through at the beginning
of the week.

Students from the Fu-
ture Leaders Exchange, or
FLEX, spent their Monday
and Tuesday at the Capi-
tol. FLEXisa U.S. State
Department-sponsored
scholarship program for
students from the former
Soviet Union.

The group included
three students currently
living in Mini-Cassia —
Burley High School stu-
dents Lika Sisvadze of
Georgia and Ramina Gi-
natullina of Russia, and
Minico High School stu-
dent Yelyzaveta Plitkova of
Ukraine.

Not all the students are
interested in government,
but they do want to be
community leaders. And
though some of the leg-
islative proceedings and
language confused them
(you’re not alone, girls),

Melissa
Davlin

The Back of

the Notebook

theylearned alot.

“The most interesting
thing is that your parlia-
ment is bicameral, and it’s
not in our country,” Sis-
vadze said. “It’s really in-
teresting to have the
House of Representatives
and Senate together”

Plitkova especially ap-
preciated that the process
is open to the public. In
Ukraine, she said, people
need a special invitation to
see the proceedings.

“Soyou can’t really see
what is going on,’ she said.

The highlight of the day,
though, was when Sen.
Dean Cameron, R-Rupert,
introduced the group dur-
ing the Senate session on
Monday. The senators
gave the group a round of
applause.

“I'was so happy and
kind of proud;’ Sisvadze
said.
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TWIN FALLS « A Jerome
man has pleaded guilty in
Twin Falls County 5th Dis-
trict Court to one of three
counts of trafficking in
methamphetamine.

Edgar Raul Aguilar-
Bautista, 24, pleaded guilty
to the charge Feb. 14 while
the other two charges were
dropped by prosecutors.

Aguilar-Bautista was ar-
rested after Idaho State Po-
lice detectives used a confi-
dential informant to make
three purchases of meth in
August. Two buys were
made in Jerome before a
third arranged buy resulted
in Aguilar-Bautista’s arrest
in Twin Falls.

The ISP report notes
that the informant carried
documented cash during
each buy and walked away
with meth, sold by
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Big Wood 74% 57%
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Aguilar-Bautista. The first
buy occurred on Aug. 3 at
the Jerome Dairy Queen,
where the informant
brought $2,600 — half for
a drug debt and half for
meth. Detectives seized
29.5 grams from the buy.
The second purchase hap-
pened at Rolberto’s Mexi-
can Food restaurant in
Jerome, and $1,300 was
swapped for 28 grams.
The third buy was arranged
for the parking lot of
Sportsman’s Warehouse in
Twin Falls. The informant
was to buy 114.8 grams
with $5,500. ISP was joined
by multiple local jurisdic-
tions for the final seizure
and arrest.

In total, detectives end-
ed up with 172.3 grams of
methamphetamine.

Aguilar-Bautista is
scheduled to be sentenced
April 16.

Little Lost 61% 42%
Henry's Fork/Teton 82% 62%
Upper Snake Basin  82% 61%

Goose Creek 89% 71%
Salmon Falls 71% 55%
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Mega Millions
Tuesday, February 21

09 30 39 42 47 (37)
Megaplier: x3

Idaho Pick 3

February 21 717
February 20 227
February 19 432

In the event of a discrepancy be-
tween the numbers shown here
and the Idaho Lottery’s official
list of winning numbers, the lat-
ter shall prevail.

www.idaholottery.com
334-2600
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Hartgen Pitches Two
Bills for Employee Raises

The Twin Falls legislator hopes to spur
discussion of a planned state employee raise
before it becomes part of next year’s budget.

BY MELISSA DAVLIN

mdavlin@magicvalley.com

BOISE « Rep. Stephen Hart -
gen wants Idaho’s lawmak-
ers to consider policy before
budget.

On Tuesday, the Twin Falls
Republican introduced two
concurrent resolutions on
state employee compensa-
tion — anissue normally ad-
dressed by the Legislature’s
budget - setting committee.

The reason? He thinks
employee compensation is a
policy issue that should be
addressed by germane com-
mittees, and guiding policies
should be set before the
budget is formed.

On Friday, the Joint
Finance-Appropriations
Committee voted to give
state employees a 2 percent
raise in fiscal 2013. It’s the
first time since 2008 that
many state employees would

receive a pay increase.

But Hartgen said JFAC was
“putting the cart before the
horse” with the move, and
that policy-setting commit -
tees like House Commerce
and Human Resources — of
which Hartgen is vice chair-
man — should be making
those decisions. One of
Hartgen’s bills would set
raises at 2 percent, while the
other would keep state em-
ployee pay at current levels.
Hartgen said he introduced
the competing bills to foster
discussion.

While Hartgen said his 2
percent bill would reaffirm
what JFAC passed, there is
one difference: JFAC’s bill
would be an across-the-
board raise for employees
who perform well, while
Hartgen’s would be merit-
based. Hartgen said Tuesday
that he didn’t realize the bills
varied, and that legislators

could change the bill.

Some House Education
Committee members asked
why this legislation was be-
ing introduced. The bills
were introduced there be-
cause it’s a privileged com-
mittee, meaning it can print
new bills after this year’s Feb.
13 deadline for new legisla-
tion. The committee voted to
print both bills, which will
now be referred to House
Commerce and Human Re-
sources.

“T guess I'm wondering,
are we stepping on the toes
of the Finance and Appro-
priations  Committee?”
asked Rep. Brian Cronin, D-
Boise. “And why are we
looking at this question in
isolation instead of in con-
text of the larger budget ?”

“I don’t think we’re step-
ping on the toes of the JFAC
committee,” Hartgen replied.
“I think it’s always been the
sense that policy should drive
budgets rather than the
budget decisions driving
policy”

Rep. Maxine Bell, R-

Jerome and co-chairwoman
of JFAC, said until about six
or seven years ago, a cCom-
mittee met and gave recom-
mendations on where to set
changes to employee com-
pensation.

The issue was moot in re-
cent years, when there was
no money in the budget for
employee raises. This year,
Bell and JFAC Co-chairman
Sen. Dean Cameron, R-Ru-
pert, had asked leadership if
there would be a committee
for employee pay, and were
told no.

Bell pointed out that JFAC
has always dealt with em-
ployee compensation, and
that with zero-based budg-
eting, they can’t set the
budget until getting a num-
ber in place. But, she said,
there has always been a
push-and-pull between the
policy and budget setters.

House Assistant Majority
Leader Scott Bedke, R-Oak-
ley, confirmed that leader-
ship asked Hartgen to write
thebills. Bedke said the Leg-
islature has considered
changes in employee com-
pensation in different ways
in past years. While a dedi-
cated committee didn’t meet
this year, “we have a perfect-
ly good Commerce and Hu-
man Resources Committee
that can do the same thing”
he said.
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DREW NASH - TIMES-NEWS

(TOP) Idaho Lottery spokesman David Workman, left, holds up an Idaho Lottery sign with Stinker Station manager
Colleen Gooch Tuesday in Twin Falls. The store recently sold a million-dollar Powerball ticket and the company as a
whole will receive $20,000. (BELOW) Bill and Mike Edson pose with a novelty check celebrating their million-dollar
Powerball winnings. The pair claimed their check Tuesday in Boise.

Lotto

Continued from the front page

more of those numbers
looked very familiar, soI dug
the paper out of the recycling
and started matching the

numbers up,” Bill Edson said
in anews release announcing

their win. “I couldn’t believe
it”

Each of the other numbers
matched, netting the pair $1
million.

The brothers’ winning

ticket is the first million-
dollar winner in Idaho since
the “match 5” prize level was
changed on Jan. 5. The previ-
ous prize for matching the
first five numbers was
$200,000.

For its part in selling the
winning ticket, Stinker

Stores will receive a bonus of

$20,000 from the Idaho
Lottery.

The Edson brothers were
traveling to visit family after
their win and could not be
reached for comment Tuesday.

Tax

Continued from the front page

buys from other states.

“What did Idaho do to
deserve that? Just have me
as acitizen in Idaho?” Bar-
rett said.

Rep. Robert Schaefer, R-
Nampa, said the Stream-
lined Sales Tax was any-
thing but streamlined, and
would confuse consumers.

“It’s tying the people’s
hands even more,” he said.

Bill co-sponsor Rep. Bill
Killen, D-Boise, pointed out
that consumers won’t go
through a different process

EFT
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tobuy online goods.

“From your perspective,
nothing changes,” he said.
He also said the legislation
would level the playing
field for local stores that
must collect Idaho’s sales
tax.

Rep. Dell Raybould, R-
Rexburg, said while he
wasn’t committing to sup-
porting the bill, he wanted
to allow the public to testi-
fy. The committee agreed,
voting to print the bill.

Co-sponsor Rep. Leon
Smith, R-Twin Falls, said
he expects the committee
will hold a public hearing
on the bill next week.
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Chasing Prizes

Meet a pair of Twin Falls
snowboarders with a shot
at the big money.
Thursday in Outdoors

2012 Contenders

Weigh the merits of the
11 finalists in Twin Falls’
talent competition.

Friday in Entertainment

Classy Corvettes,
Classy Owners

A Magic Valley Corvette
club isn't just about the
cars. Learn about these
car buffs’ charitable ef-
forts; Andrew Weeks re-
ports.

Sunday in People

Occupy

Continued from the front page

Otter said Tuesday he would
contact the group’s leadership
toinform them of the deadline
to vacate the state-owned
property. The state hopes to
avoid a confrontation, like
those that have plagued other
Occupy encampments across
the county, when it bids the
group goodbye.

Occupier Glen Garity said
he planned to leave the camp

soon, but didn’t know if oth-
ers would push the deadline.
While Otter signed the evic-
tion notice, the Occupiers all
agreed that they wouldn’t

stop protesting.

“It’s part of your heart,”
Miller said. “You can’t
change that”

As for specific plans, Gar -
ity wouldn’t say.

“Let it be a surprise,” he
said.

The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.

Plus 50% OFF a
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TODAY’S DEAL

Save up to 60% on great deals from local
businesses you already know and trust!

Wine Tasting

for 2

Bottle of Wine

Get it at www.magicvalley.com/todaysdeal




TIMES-NEWS

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 + A3

COUNCILSELECTS
FINANCE PROJECT

BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI

kkruesi@magicvalley.com

TWIN FALLS « The city of
Twin Falls’ citizen finance
advisory group now has the
project it sought.

After unanimously ap-
proving all of its agenda
items Tuesday night, the
Twin Falls City Council

spent the rest of the evening
in discussion — including
about what to do with the
Citizen Finance Committee,
whose members last week
asked the council for a new
project to devote themselves
to.

Last week, council mem-
bers were split on if the
group was even needed

anymore. The attitude ap-
peared to have shifted by
Tuesday night.

While none of the council
asked for the group to dis-
band, there was disagree-
ment on what project the
committee should be given.

The council finally agreed
that Councilman Shawn
Barigar would ask another
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TWIN FALLS
COUNTY

TUESDAY
ARRAIGNMENTS

Scott Paul Levesque, 46,
Twin Falls; domestic bat-
tery, recognizance release,
waived public defender,
pretrial March 13.
Tyrone Nathaniel
Arthur, 34, Twin Falls;
driving under the influ-
ence, $2,000 bond, public
defender appointed, pre-
trial March 13.

Johnny Yuma Jasso, 25,
Twin Falls; no-contact or-

der violation, recogni-
zance release, public de-
fender denied, pretrial
March 13.

Brandon Dee Smith, 32,
Twin Falls; domestic bat-
tery, petit theft, recogni-
zance release, public de-
fender appointed, March 13.
Thomas Kenneth Holguin,
19, Twin Falls; attempted
strangulation, $10,000 bond,
public defender appointed,
preliminary March 13.
Justin Carl Burkhardt,
23, Twin Falls; aggravated
battery, $5,000 bond, pub-
lic defender appointed,

preliminary March 2.
Wendy Marie Marzitelli,
34, Twin Falls; possession
of a controlled substance,
$10,000 bond, public de-
fender appointed, prelimi-
nary March 2.

Marco Antonio Banda-
Burgos, 21, Buhl; driving
without privileges, $1,000
bond, private counsel, pre-
trial March 13.

Jairo Alonso Munoz-
Garcia, 26, Twin Falls;
possession of controlled
substance, $50,000 bond,
public defender appoint-
ed, preliminary March 2.

MEMBERS OF 116TH TO DEPLOY

BY ALISON GENE SMITH

alismith@magicvalley.com

TO CAMBODIA ON PEACE MISSION

BOISE » A select few among
the Idaho Army National
Guard’s116th Calvary Brigade
Combat Team are heading to
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, for
the third annual Angkor Sen-
tinel, a humanitarian and
peacekeeping mission.

About 86 soldiers from the
116th will travel to the coun-
try and work with the Cam-
bodian Royal Army, with at
least two coming from the
Magic Valley, said Col. Tim
Marsano.

The event, which is con-
sidered a bilateral army-to-
army mission, will occur
from March 13-23, Marsano
said. Many members of the
116th, about 1,500 Gem State
soldiers, returned from a
year-long deployment toIraq
in September.

The peacetime mission’s
objectives are to improve
peacetime support opera-
tions and to work on engineer
and medical training, he said.

“We want to improve our
own mission readiness,’
Marsano said, “our ability to
deploy and operate overseas?”’

The group deploying was
chosen for their specific
skills, including medical
personnel and trainers in
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Lt. Col. Fred Friel, a physician assistant with the Idaho
Army National Guard, performs a routine examination
during a free medical clinic held last year at Bat Dang
High School in Cambodia’s Kampong Speu Province. A
group of 86 Idaho guardsmen will deploy on a similar

mission in March.

specific areas.

Most of the soldiers’ time
will be spent at the Royal
Cambodian Armed Forces
Training School near Phnom
Penh, where members of
each army will help each oth-
er develop new skills,
Marsano said.

“The main highlight of last
year — and I expect this year
— isthe medical civil action
project;” he said.

The project gives guards-
men a chance to provide
medical attention to under-
served populations in the
area, including dental and eye

care and regular medical pro-
cedures.

“Last year they provided
treatment to over 5,000
Cambodians, and in a short
period of time;” Marsano
said.

In addition to medical
treatment, during the last
mission, guardsmen helped
construct a three-room
school, a drinking water well
and ahealth clinic.

Along with American
forces, 300 Cambodian sol-
diers were joined by forces
from Mongolia, Indonesia
and Nepal.

Also Tuesday

The Twin Falls City Council approved the following:
« A $1.2 million bid from IMCO General Construction of
Ferndale, Wash,, to replace the sewer plant’s aging ultra-

violet disinfecting system.

« A bid for nearly $830,000 to Idaho Sand and Gravel for
construction on Eastland Drive.

» An agreement between Blue Lakes Country Club and
the city to repair a crack under lower Blue Lakes.

committee, tasked with
creating a plan for a recre-
ation center in Twin Falls, if
the finance group’s expert-
ise could help determine the
practicality of a district. So
far, the Rec Center Com-
mittee has struggled finding

ways to fund a center with-
out taxpayer dollars.

“There’s no animosity
between the two groups,’
Barigar said. “We just want
to let them know and get
their input before the com-
mittee showsup.”

T.F. MAN
SENTENCED
IN DRUG CASE

BY ALISON GENE SMITH

alismith@magicvalley.com

TWIN FALLS « A 25-year-
old Twin Falls man was
sentenced on two counts of
possession of a controlled
substance Tuesday in Twin
Falls County 5th District
Court.

Ryan Phillip Hilliard was
sentenced to three to seven
years in prison, which he
must serve if he doesn’t
successfully complete the
state’s retained-jurisdic-
tion treatment program.

Hilliard’s attorney said
Hilliard freely admits he
has a substance abuse
problem that he developed
after a workplace injury.

Hilliard pleaded guilty to
possession of a controlled
substance in December in
exchange for the state dis-
missing two counts of de-
livery of a controlled sub-
stance. Hilliard was found
in possession of heroin and
was accused of selling oxy -
codone after he was arrest-
ed by police in July after a
sting operation.

Since his arrest, Hilliard
said he has stayed out of
trouble and away from
drugs.

“I've started to get back
with my family, I have a
child on the way,” he said.
“This arrest has givenme a
lot more than it’s taken
away”’

Tammy Hilliard, his
mother, said at the sen-
tencing that she had been
estranged since her son’s
arrest.

“I have unconditional
love, but it’s not a blind
love,” she said, adding her
son had made good
progress but was still inre-
covery.

Judge Richard Bevan said
he appreciated everyone

Orientation

Continued from the front page

advisory teacher — the
same adviser they’ll have for
their entire high school ex-
perience.

“We have found that it
has provided some conti-
nuity for the students,”
Dickinson said.

Next year, advisory class-
es will have some new
ground to cover.

Incoming high school
freshmen — the class of
2016 — will be the first
group required to take two
online classes in order to
graduate under the state’s
Students Come First re-
forms.

It’s a topic that was cov-
ered during the Tuesday
orientations. And taking
online classes won’t come
as a complete shock to the
Twin Falls students.

The Twin Falls School
District already requires one
class to be taught exclusive-
ly online at each of its mid-
dle and high schools. At
Canyon Ridge High, fresh-
men take an online history
class.

In Kimberly, high school
counselor Debbie Klug said
employees are working to fig-
ure out what online class op-
tions will be available to in-
coming students tohelp them

meet the new requirement.

She said more high school
students are already taking
online classes through the
Idaho Digital Learning
Academy and the College of
Southern Idaho.

Getting students ready
for their next step isn’t just
limited to incoming high-
schoolers.

Twin Falls fifth-graders
also participated in orienta-
tions Tuesday, either at

Robert Stuart Middle
School or Vera C. O’Leary
Middle School.

Robert Stuart Principal
Kasey Teske said the orien-
tation day is meant to set
the tone for a positive
school experience when the

students reach sixth grade
and his school.

“Fifth-graders are some-
times alittle leery of coming
up to middle school,” he
said.

In Wendell, students
move over to the middle
school building even earlier
— it’s the fourth-graders
who receive orientation
there.

Superintendent Greg
Lowe said the district’s fifth
grade was moved to the
middle school years ago as a
result of space constraints
at Wendell Elementary
School.

The students are self-
contained in their own hall-
way and don’t change
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included at no charge.
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classes, he said.

As aresult of parent feed -
back, fifth-graders will stay
at the middle school next
year — even though a new
elementary school building
will open next fall.

In May, fourth-graders
will come over to the middle
school for an orientation
day and will be paired with
a current fifth-grader who
will be their “middle school
buddy”

“The neat thing about it
is that they automatically
have a new friend,” Lowe
said.

speaking about the reha-
bilitation aspect of the sen-
tencing, but he also con-
siders punishment, fair-
ness and deterring others
in his sentence.

For those reasons, Bevan
said he would not let
Hilliard go with probation.
Rather, he must complete
an intense treatment pro-
gram within the state cor-
rectional system.

“I take you at your word
that you’ll do well,” Bevan
said.

Trial Set for
Man Accused of
Having
Relationship
with15-year-old

TIMES-NEWS

TWIN FALLS - A trial has
been set for a 53-year-old
Twin Falls man accused of
having an illicit sexual rela-
tionship with a 15-year-old
girl, who claims he told her
“ageisjust anumber”’

Bruce Tompkins faces four
felony counts of sexual battery
of a child under 16 and one
count of destruction or con-
cealment of evidence. As of
Friday, Tompkins was held at
Twin Falls County Jail on
$100,000 bond.

According to a Filer police
report, on Nov. 3 officersiden-
tified several juveniles and a
few adults at 511 Golden Spur
Drive, where drugs and as-
sorted paraphernalia were al-
legedly found.

During an interview with
police, the girl told of rampant
drug use among a handful of
adults and numerous children
whose ages range from 4-17.

Police say Tompkins met the
girl at a skate park frequently
and they eventuallybeganaro-
mantic relationship, fueled by
sex and methamphetamine.

The alleged victim also said
Tompkins was well aware of
her age and often lied to
friends that she was 19.

Tompkins pleaded not
guilty to all charges on Feb. 9.

A pretrial hearing is sched -
uled for April 23 and a trial is
scheduled tobegin May 8.
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OPINION

TIMES-NEWS

“The massacre in Syria goes on. It is time we gave them

the wherewithal to fight back and stop the slaughter.”

U.S. Sen. John McCain in comments during a visit to Cairo, where he urged
Washington and its allies to find way to help arm and equip Syrian rebels.

I
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Inform the

Public, Don’t

Punish Them

n 2009, the city of Twin Falls needed permis-

sion to take on debt for a multimillion-dollar

project to reduce arsenic levels in its drink-

ing water. And it got it — not from its resi-
dents, but from a 5th District judge who concurred
with the urgency of meeting a federal drinking-
water mandate.

In 2010, a judge cleared the Rock Creek Rural Fire
Protection District to invest in a new fire station in
Kimberly. That same year, the Blaine County School
District got the court’s permission to borrow against
future revenues of a plant facilities levy its patrons
had just approved. And last fall, a judge signed off on
a complex, $34 million deal for four groundwater dis-
tricts to buy three Snake River Canyon fish farms —
hailed as a game-changing solution to water fights
that have dragged on since 200s.

In all of these cases, the decision to take on debt
could have been put to taxpayers in a public vote.
But each entity instead turned to a state law that
allows a judge to approve long-term debt deemed
“ordinary and necessary” — a regular expense of
the taxing district, but also desperately needed.

Are they abusing the privilege? State Rep. Steve
Hartgen believes so, and has proposed an answer.
House Bill 547 would create several new require-
ments, among them:

« A taxing district would have to hold at least
one public vote before approaching a judge. This
would be waived if the project in question involves
economic development.

« Any petition for judicial confirmation would
have to include a cost/benefit analysis of whatever
project would be funded.

« The judge would have to conclude that “com-
pelling reasons exist for the proposed bond” for
any long-term debt request to be approved.

The intent may be sound, but when Hartgen’s
peers examine the bill in the coming days, they
should ask if its provisions are likely to backfire.

« Rather than give the public a voice, all this bill
may promote are sham elections. If voters had re-
jected Twin Falls’ arsenic work, for example, the
city would have gotten a judge to sign off anyway
because officials felt they had no other choice.
And forcing an election could have meant extra
costs for taxpayers — including the cost of the
vote, setting back construction schedules and
changes in materials prices. As it was, the arsenic
work came in well under budget.

« The “compelling reasons” requirement is redun-
dant. Rules regarding judicial confirmation have al-
ready been firmly tightened in the past decade. A
2006 Idaho Supreme Court decision involving a
proposed Boise airport parking garage, Boise v. Fra-
zier, made it clear that projects must have urgency
to them that require the spending in a shorter time
frame than an election generally allows. In fact, one
could argue that decision already requires a judge
to find a compelling reason to approve the debt.

Keeping the public aware of how its money is
spent is always a worthwhile goal. But in terms of
its actual effects, we worry H.547 will cause more
problems than it solves.

TIMES-NEWS

John Pfeifer, Publisher

The members of the editorial board and writers
of editorials are John Pfeifer, Victor Friesen,
Nate Poppino and Jess Johnson.

ONLINE: Join our community of readers at Facebook.com/thetimes-
news, or register an account at Magicvalley.com and respond to any
of the local opinions or stories in today’s edition.

ON PAPER OR VIA EMAIL: The Times-News welcomes letters from
readers, but please limit letters to 300 words. Include your signature,
mailing address and phone number. Letters may be brought to our
Twin Falls office; mailed to P.O. Box 548, Twin Falls, ID 83303; faxed
to (208) 734-5538; or e-mailed to letters@magicvalley.com.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION: Voice your opinion with local bloggers:
Progressive Voice and Conservative Corner on the opinion page at
Magicvalley.com.
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il READER COMMENT

hile many teens

enjoy speaking a

code language in

front of their
parents, “spice” is one
word that should get par-
ents’ attention. When teens
use the word, they are talk-
ing about a drug that can
cause serious problems and
lead some teens into addic-
tion.

One 15-year-old honor
student told me she started
using spice due to peer
pressure. Abad trip sent
her on a trip to the hospital
— “Ilost my balance and
fell to the floor and started
shaking uncontrollably,’
she said. Her friends cried
when they learned what
happened; she now advises
them against drug use.

During the last Idaho
legislative session, syn-
thetic cannabinoids and
substitute cathinones were
added to the controlled
substances statue. But legal
ingredients still exist. Gary
Kaughman with the Idaho
State Police expressed to
me his disappointment
with businesses on Twin
Falls’ Main Avenue and
other Magic Valley loca-

ALAGKAN CRAR FISHERMAN

IRANIAN NUCLEAR <CIENTIS

Our Growing New
Drug Problem

Loyd
Bakewell

=3

tions that continue to mar-
ket spice and bath salts by
the gram as incense and
jewelry cleaner with full
knowledge that they are the
latest designer drugs. “It’s
not the rose hips or alfalfa
we have to worry about but
the chemicals substances
that are sprayed on them,’
he said. His battle cry is,
“It’s time for an all-out war
on spice”

One afternoon I watched
a steady stream of people
going in and out of one of
those Main Avenue stores.
Most of them headed to the
back corner of the store to
buy spice, which looks like
marijuana. I talked witha
17-year-old young man
who had bought spice there
almost every day for some
time and received “better
deals” for being a good cus-
tomer.

Some young people
parked some distance away
and wore hoods to keep

people from recognizing
them so they wouldn’t vio-
late their probation. Some
of the neighboring busi-
nesses expressed fear of the
drug traffic on the street,
including that at another
nearby store where you
could buy Hayze as incense
in small foil -coated packets
for $20.

Teens are attracted to
spice because they believe
it islegal and easy to pur-
chase. They can pass a drug
test, get ahigh, and don’t
think they have done any-
thing wrong legally. Legal
doesn’t make it safe. Label-
ing it “not for human con-
sumption” hasn’t slowed
the increased smoking of
spice.

Chronic abuse of spice
can lead to problems at
school and home and may
result in a dependence that
requires treatment in a drug
rehab facility. If spice is
used daily, it soon results in
addiction.

Some serious side effects
of addiction are rapid
change in blood pressure,
frightening hallucinations,
along with other neurologi-
cal symptoms that are

harmful psychologically ac-
cidents while under the in-
fluence, lower grades, loss of
positive peer relationships,
and problems at home with
parents and siblings. Spice,
like marijuanais a gateway
drug to even more danger-
ous drugs like meth, co-
caine, and heroin.

There is no such thing as
the safe usage of a drug like
spice. Any abuse of spice
puts your teen at risk phys-
ically, mentally and emo-
tionally. The website
www.newport
academy.com/teen-spice-
addiction/ reports that
some of the behavior signs
of teen spice addiction are
irritability, paranoia,
drowsiness, delayed re-
sponse, being unusually
fidgety, and rapid breath-
ing.

Symptoms of spice with-
drawal include agitation,
fatigue, restlessness, and
preoccupation or inability
tofocus. Seizures may oc-
cur as well.

Responsibility is conta-
gious. We can change our
world when we decide to
stand up and do what we
canin our sphere of influ-
ence. We can, we will, and
we must win our new war
against the spice drug.

Loyd Bakewell of Twin
Falls is a freelance writer
who has also served as a
facilitator for alcohol and
drug recovery and as a fos-
ter parent to 42 boys.
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Otter Gave
Keynote Speech
at Rep. Lincoln
Day Banquet

Gov. C. L. “Butch” Otter
keynoted Lincoln County’s
Republican Lincoln Day
banquet in Shoshone on Sat -
urday evening. The event,
which was emceed by Alex
Sutter, was attended by sev-
eral other state officials, in-
cluding Attorney General
Lawrence Wasden, Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction
Tom Luna and arepresenta-
tive of U.S. Sen. Jim Risch.
Additionally, many local of -
ficials attended, including
county commissioners and
the Lincoln County sheriff

Doonesbury by Garry Trudeau

Universal Uclick © 2012 G.B. Trudeau
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and treasurer. The banquet
was well attended by county
and legislative party officials
from all over the Blaine, Lin-
coln, Gooding and Camas
counties area.

The Boy Scouts presented
the state and national flags
and led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. An invocation was
offered. The crowd was esti-
mated at well over 100 peo-
ple. Local officials added
their thoughts and ideas
about the present political
situation in a mix of speech-
es that were given. Steve
Miller, a businessman and
rancher from Fairfield, and

of Representatives from
District 26, but the main
program was the speeches
given by the state officials.
Superintendent Luna
gave an interesting run-
down on the new laws per-
taining to education and in-
formed the group that they
would be able to personally
vote on the issue in the fall
election because the
teacher’s union has certified
areferendum to repeal the
law. Mr. Luna urged every -
one to make themselves fa-
miliar with the law so that
they can vote intelligently
come election. Attorney

constitutionality of “Oba-
ma Care” He opined that
the outcome of this suit will
fundamentally direct the
future course of the federal
and state governments.
Gov. Otter wrapped up
the evening with his
keynote by recapitulating
what he and his administra-
tion have done to keep Ida-
ho solvent during this
crushing recession. He in-
formed the crowd that he
was supporting Mitt Rom-
ney for president but that he
would fully support the
party’s nominee because of
the absolute necessity of

Lee Barron, aretired engi- General Wasden explained defeating Barack Obama.
neer, also from Fairfield,an-  Idaho’s suit that will be Thanks for printing this.
nounced their intention to heard by the U.S. Supreme ALEXSUTTER
seek the seats in the House Court next month onthe Shoshone
IO AT
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Senate Passes
Idaho Banon
Texting While
Driving

Associated Press

BOISE .« Idaho drivers
would have to keep their
thumbs on the steering
wheel and off their cell-
phones after state sena-
tors on Tuesday ad-
vanced a proposal that
would make it illegal for
drivers to send text mes-
sages while on the road.

If the bill sounds famil-
iar, it should.

Lawmakers have pur-
sued similar legislation
aimed at making roads
safer through limiting the
use of smartphones by
motorists for three-
straight sessions. But the
trick has been striking a
delicate balance in a gov-
ernment-wary state.

Legislators are seeking
to write a law that keeps
people safe from them-
selves with a plan that is-
n’t seen as too intrusive
— or unenforceable.

“I previously argued
we don’t need this bill,
because we have statutes
that deal with inattentive
driving,)’ said Sen. Jim
Hammond, R-Coeur
d’Alene, who voted in
support of the measure.
“But we are in the busi-
ness of guiding the citi-
zens of Idaho, and pro-
tecting them?’

At least 35 states and
Washington D.C. ban
text messaging for driv-
ers.

By comparison, the
Idaho measure that ad-
vanced 29-6 is not as
strict as others. The law
in neighboring Washing -
ton state, for example,
bans all but hands-free
devices.

But Idaho’s bill would
make texting while driv-
ing an infraction punish-
able with an $85 fine, in-
cluding court costs. And
people who drive inat-
tentively while texting
could also be charged
with a criminal misde-
meanor.

Lawmakers have felt
pressure to take up the
legislation in the wake re-
cent traffic deaths linked
to smartphone use. An
18-year-old Caldwell
woman died in January
after smashing into a
slow-moving  tanker
truck on the highway.
Taylor Sauer had been
using her phone tolook at
a social networking web-
site before the crash, au-
thorities said.

Sauer’s parents were in
the gallery Tuesday for
the Senate vote.

Sen. Patti Anne Lodge,
R-Huston, said that if
legislators couldn’t text
safely, younger drivers
definitely couldn’t.

“How many times has
somebody bumped into
youin the hallways of the
Capitol when their total
attention was on their
smartphones?”” Lodge
asked. “For our young
people, reaching for their
smartphone is second
nature. With the exuber-
ance of their youth, they
do not understand the
dangers of driving while
texting”’

There was little debate
against the bill, but many
of the lawmakers who
cast “No’’ votes — Re-
publican Sens. Shirley
McKague, Monty Pearce,
Steve Vick, Sheryl Nux-
oll, Curt McKenzie and
Russ Fulcher — often
raise concerns about in-
trusive government in-
terfering with people’s
lives.

For some lawmakers,
however, the bill didn’t go
quite far enough.

Sen. Dan Johnson,
R-Lewiston, said he
wanted to see an educa-
tion component added in
future years, to alert
young drivers of the dan-
gers of texting while driv-
ing.

And he also said he dis-
agreed with an exemp-
tion that allows emer-
gency personnel like fire-
fighters and police to text
behind the wheel while in
theline of duty.

Judge Council Appointee
Quits after Felony Arises

BOISE (AP)  The governor’s
new appointee to the Idaho
Judicial Council has resigned
before her confirmation
hearing after state officials
learned of her past felony
conviction.

The Idaho Statesmanre-
ports Susan Kiebert stepped
down Monday from the Ida-
ho Judicial Council, the panel
that vets judicial appoint-
ments and investigates com-
plaints against judges. The
Senate Judiciary Committee
was scheduled to vote on her
confirmation Monday, but
Sen. Denton Darrington, R-
Declo, put the vote on hold
after learning of Kiebert’s
conviction.

Gov. C.L. “Butch’”’ Otter
declined to comment about
the matter.

The conviction came in
1995 when a federal jury found
Kiebert guilty of making false
statements about the purchase

of a car by the agency she
headed, Head Start in eastern
Idaho. Kiebert said she
thought the conviction had
been expunged from her
record after she completed
probation and paid restitution.

“T would never have put
myself through this, nor
would I have put Gov. Otter or
Sen. (Denton) Darrington
through this,’ she said.

In her paperwork for the
council appointment and
confirmation, Kiebert an-
swered “No’’ to the question,
“Have you ever been found
guilty of, pled guilty to, or re-
ceived a withheld judgment
for a felony violation of any
federal or statelaw?”’

But the conviction was no
secret — it was bignews in the
state in the 1990s when Otter
was lieutenant governor. It al-
soislisted onthe U.S. District
Court electronic docketing
website.

Crapo, Forest Chief Tout
Benetits of Collaboration

BOISE (AP) « U.S. Sen.
Mike Crapo and the head of
the nation’s federal forests
say a new approach for
helping resolve thorny land
use issues on public lands is
already paying dividends in
northern Idaho.

The Idaho Republican
teamed up with U.S. Forest
Service Chief Tom Tidwell
in Boise Monday to tout the
benefits of collaboration.
The model, which has been
used to develop new policy
in the Clearwater National
Forest, brings together
groups that may not always
agree on the best way to use
federal forests.

Tidwell and Crapo point -
ed to the success of groups
like the Clearwater Basin
Collaborative, which
brought to the negotiating
table timber executives, lo-
cal officials, environmen-
talists, sportsmen and mo-
torized recreation advo-
cates to develop plans for
restoring the national for-
est.

The collaborative ap-
proach for the Clearwater
includes a package of log-
ging, thinning, stream
restoration and road re-
moval that proponents say
not only improves condi-
tions but creates jobs.

“There’s no magic for-
mula, but this concept of
collaboration is the solu-
tion,’ Tidwell told the Ida-
ho Statesman in a story
published Tuesday.

Tidwell and Crapo ad-
dressed the Idaho Environ-
mental Forum meeting in
Boise, then later met with
media at the Idaho Capitol.

Both described the col-
laboration process as a vi-
able alternative to the more
drastic ideas suggested by
Republican presidential
candidates for dealing with
residents frustrated with

federal agencies responsi-
ble for managing so many
acres in so many western
states.

Last week in Boise, for-
mer U.S. Sen. Rick Santo-
rum and U.S. Rep. Ron Paul
each called for transferring
ownership federal forest
and other lands to states or
even private companies.
Mitt Romney proposed
transferring management
of national forests to states
to increase the revenue for
state coffers.

Crapo said he doubted
most Idahoans would sup-
port selling off the land
where they hunt, fish and
camp. But he does like the
idea of states managing
some federal land.

“I have always been a
supporter of states having a
larger role in public land
management,’ Crapo said.

In Idaho, collaboration is
being used across several
venues. The U.S. Forest
Service’s Collaborative For-
est Landscape Restoration
Program recently approved
another $3.5 million for the
Clearwater projects and
$2.4 million for collabora-
tive projects on Payette Na-
tional Forest. North Idaho
projects in the Kootenai
Valley got $324,000.

These projects, devel-
oped by local leaders work-
ing with local Forest Ser-
vice managers, ultimately
provide better environ-
mental and economic out-
comes, Crapo said.

The grants and the sup-
port from Tidwell and oth-
ers at the top of the Forest
Service have dramatically
improved the ability of 1o-
cal people to find common
ground, he said.

“The Forest Service has
become a strong and reli-
able partner in this
process,’ Crapo said.

Kiebert, then named Susan
Ohman, oversaw federally
funded Head Start programs
in eastern Idaho. She resigned
in 1993 after the Idaho Falls
Post Registerreported finan-
cial irregularities with the
agency.

Ajury found that she lied
when she said the agency
bought a 1987 Isuzu Trooper
through the Idaho Trans-
portation Department. In
fact, the agency purchased a
1984 Trooper owned by
then-ITD Director Kermit
Kiebert, whom she subse-
quently married. Federal
prosecutors also charged her
with theft from a govern-
ment program, saying she
spent $10,000 on windows
and a roof for a house in
Driggs owned by her then-
husband, John Ohman. The
jury deadlocked on that
charge, however, so she was
acquitted.

Measure
Seeks State
Inputon

Federal
Debt Limits

BOISE (AP) - House
lawmakers are consider -
ing joining a movement
that would force the fed-
eral government to get
permission from states
before raising the nation’s
debt limit.

The House State Af-
fairs Committee agreed
Tuesday to consider a
resolution supporting an
amendment to the U.S.
Constitution that would
give states a voice on ef-
forts to raise federal
spending limits.

Rep. Pete Nielsen says
identical legislation has
emerged in 17 other
states. The Mountain
Home Republican says
the measure has already
been adopted in North
Dakota and Louisiana.

A showdown over rais-
ing the debt ceiling em-
broiled Congress for
monthsin 2011.

Nielsen says the states
have abdicated any role in
monitoring escalating
federal budgets and
spending.

He says his resolution
would be a step toward
giving taxpayers a way to
check federal spending
authority.
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E.1daho Boy Charged in
Father’s Shooting Death

POCATELLO (AP) -
Prosecutors in southeast -
ern Idaho have filed a peti-
tion in Youth Court in
Pocatello alleging a 12-
year-old boy shot his fa-
ther to death.

Bannock County prose-
cutors filed information
Tuesday supporting a
first-degree murder charge
in the death of 46-year-old
Paul Danielson of the Swan

Lake area. Tuesday’s ad-
mit/deny hearing was
closed to the public.

Coroner Kim Quick says
Danielson died Friday
night of small caliber
wounds to the head at his
house about 10 miles south
of Downey.

Officials have not re-
leased any information
about what led to the
shooting.

Newt Gingrich Plans Idaho Stop

BOISE (AP) - Former
U.S. House Speaker Newt
Gingrich is planning a
stop in northern Idaho in
his bid for the Republican
presidential nomination.
Campaign officials say
Gingrich will hold a town
hall meeting in Coeur
d’Alene Thursday. The
event follows a $1,000 per
plate fundraising lunch
hosted by supporters in

the nearby town of Harri-
son.

Gingrich is the last of
the four Republican
hopefuls to visit Idaho.

Ron Paul, Mitt Romney
and Rick Santorum each
made stops across the
state last week.

The candidates are
courting Idaho voters in
the run-up to the GOP’s
caucuses on March 6.
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Head of Oregon Firm
Indicted in Fraud Case

NEW YORK (AP) « The president of an Oregon investment
research firm has been indicted on securities fraud charges in

MONEY+AGRIBUSINESS

Market report sponsored by:

THE MARKET AT A GLANCE

Dow Getting Closer to All-time High

NEW YORK (AP) » The Dow finished up 15.82 points
at 12,965.69. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index closed
at 1,362.21, up 0.98 point. The Nasdag composite
closed down 3.21 points at 2,948.57.
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STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

AlliantEgy 1.80f 16 4283 -30 29
AlliantTch .80 7 6001 +24  +5.0
AmCasino .50f 14 2048 -03 +184
AonCorp 60 17 4759 -03 +17
BallardPw .. .. 163 +I8 +509
BkofAm 04 .. 811 +09 +459
ConAgra 9 15 239 -09
Costco 96 25 8426 -2 4l
Diebold ~ L14f 17 3878 +39 +290
DukeEngy 100 16 2086 -04 -5
DukeRlty .68 .. 1378 -17 +44
Fastenals .68f 42 5085 +12 +166
Heinz 192 17 5362 -8 -
HewlettP 48 9 2935 -24 +39
HomeDp Ll6f 19 4692 +21 +1l6
Idacorp  132f 12 4148 -37 22

Keycorp 2 8 807 -05 +49

LeeEnt h 112 -01 +589
MicronT . 820 =22 #05
OfficeMax .. 10 561 -14 +236

RockTen .80 24 6748 -38 +169
Sensient .84 16 3787 -63 -

SkyWest 16 .. 1240 -54 15
Teradyn .. 14 1654 -47 213
Tuppwre  144f 17 6096 -25 +89
USBancrp 50 12 2912 -3 +77
Valhi 50 37 5785 +.09 43
WalMart 146 13 60.07 -241 +5
WashFed ~ 32f 15 1604 +03 +14.7
WellsFargo 48 11 3096 -13 +23
ZionBcp 04 23 1950 -35 +198

GRAINS & METALS REPORT

INTERMOUNTAIN

RAINS
POCATELLO (AP) - Idaho Farm Bureau
Intermountain Grain Report for Tuesday.
POCATELLO — White wheat 5,90 (steady); 1.5
percent winter 5.83 (down 10); 14 percent spring
778 (down 5); barley 9.27 (steady); hard white
6.53 (down 10);
BURLEY - White wheat 5.95 (down 5); 11.5 per-
cent winter 5.97 (down 7); 14 percent spring 796
(down 4); barley 9.50 cwt (steady); hard white
6.57 (down 12);
OGDEN - White wheat 6.20 (down 10); 11.5 per-
cent winter 6.17 (down 8); 14 percent spring 8.02
(down 11); barley 10.80 (down 10); corn 11.77
(down 21); )
PORTLAND — White wheat 7.00 (down 16); 11
percent winter 7.257.32 (down 5-13); 14 percent
ipélgg no quote; corn 271.00-272.25 (down 2.25-

NAMPA - White wheat 10.17 cwt (steady); 6.10
bushel (steady);

INTERMOUNTAIN

LIVESTOCK

LIVESTOCK AUCTION — Lewiston Livestock on
February 15. Utility and commercial cows 70.00-
76.50; cutters and canners 55.00-65.00; young
feeders 70.00-80.00; stock cows none/head;
Pmrs none; heavy feeder steers 144.00-158.50;
ight feeder steers 150.00-199.00; stocker feeder
steers 170.00-213.00; heavy feeder heifers
113.00-162.50; I|Eh1 feeder heifers 145.00-
186.00; stocker heifers 140.00-190.00; bulls
76.00-80.00; baby calves n/a; weaner pigs n/a;
feeder lambs n/a. Remarks: Demand excellent;
5-20 higher on stockers, 0-5 higher on feeders.

GOLD
Selected world gold prices, Tuesday.

London morning fixing: $1737.00 up $14.00.
London afternoon fixing: $1748.00 up $25.00.
NY Handy & Harman: $1748.00 up $25.00.
N;(]la%ndv & Harman fabricated: $1887.84 up

NY Engelhard: $1751.62 up $25.04.

NY Engelhard fabricated: $188299 up $26.92.

NY Merc. gold Feb Tue. $1757.10 up $32.60.

NY HSBC Bank USA 4 p.m. Tue. $1755.00 up $31.00.

NEW YORK (AP) — Handy & Harman silver
Tuesday $34.130 up $1.020.

H&H fabricated $40.956 up $1.224.

The morning bullion price for silver in London
$33.650 up $0.170.

Engelhar F34._000 up $0.597.

Engelhard fabricated $40.800 up $0.684.
%llvzhllléerc silver spot month Tuesday $34.413 up

NONFERROUS METALS
NEW YORK (AP) - Spat nonferrous metal prices.
Aluminum -$0.9663 per Ib., London Metal Exch.
Copper -$3.7347 Cathode full plate, LME.

Copper $3.8335 N. Merc spot Tue.

Lead - $2028.00 metric ton, London Metal Exch.
Zinc - $0.8849 per Ib., London Metal Exch,

Gold - $1748.00 Handy & Harman (only daily quote).
Gold - $1757.10 troy oz., NY Merc s?m Tue..

Silver - $34.130 Handy & Harman (only daily

quote).

Silver - $34.413 troy oz., N. Merc spot Tue.
Platinum -$1680.00 troy oz., NJ. (contract).
Platinum -$1684.90 troy oz., N. Merc spot Tue.
n.q.-not quoted n.a.-not available r-revised

C3 Cuts About 30
Twin Falls Workers

BY ERIC LARSEN

elarsen@magicvalley.com

TWIN FALLS - C3/Cus-
tomerContactChannels has
cut about 30 positions at its
Twin Falls call center duetoa
forecasted reduction in call
volume from its clients.

Alicia Laszewski, spokes-
woman for the Florida-
based call center company,
confirmed the staff reduc-
tion on Tuesday. She said the
Twin Falls location still em-
ploys more than 600 work-
ers.

“Younever want to have to
say goodbye to one person,
but it wasn’t a widespread
reduction,’” she said.

Laszewski said the com-
pany has kept contact infor-
mation for the workers who

were let go, and will contact
them should client demand
lead to future staffing in-
creases in Twin Falls.

“This wasn’t due to the
loss of a client or anything
like that. Our commitment
to Twin Falls hasn’t
changed,” Laszewski said.
“This was due to a change to
a (call volume) forecast and
we have to staff ourselves ac-
cordingly”

Laszewski said C3 contin-
ues to grow globally, and re-
cently opened a call center in
Sofia, Bulgaria, which will
initially offer a global travel
client support in 17 lan-
guages.

Locally, she said, the C3
Relay For Life team hopes to
surpass its fundraising total
from last year’s event.

New York City.

Federal prosecutors in Manhattan on Tuesday announced
the indictment against John Kinnucan. He was arrested last
week in Portland, Ore., and jailed without bail after the gov-
ernment claimed he left threatening voicemail messages with

prosecutors.

Authorities accuse the president of Broadband Research
LLC of using inducements to pump information out of pub-
lic company insiders. They say he would then sell the infor-
mation to hedge funds and money managers as if it were the

product of legitimate research.

TIMES-NEWS

THE DIGIT

Hecla Mining Co/s Gross Profits « Hecla Mining
Co. reported record sales and profits in 2011, de-
spite a series of accidents that led to the deaths of
two miners and injuries to others. The Coeur d’A-
lene-based company on Tuesday reported record
revenues of $477.6 million last year, and gross prof-
its of $265 million, largely because of high silver
prices. “It was an excellent year,” Phil Baker, chief
executive officer of Hecla, said in a conference call
with investors on Tuesday. The company produced
9.5 million ounces of silver, which was in line with
projections despite the accidents at the Lucky Fri-
day Mine last year, he said.

Dow Breaks

BY CHRISTINA REXRODE

Associated Press

NEW YORK - It came and
went in a flash each time, a
number on a board for mere
seconds, but its symbolic
power couldn’t be dis-
missed.

The Dow Jones industrial
average, powered higher all
year by optimism that the
economic recovery is finally
for real, crossed 13,000 on
Tuesday for the first time
since May 2008.

Thelast time the Dow was
there, unemployment was
5.4 percent, and Lehman
Brothers was a solvent in-
vestment bank. Financial
crises happened in other
countries, or the history
books.

The milestone Tuesday

came about two hours into
the trading day. The Dow
was above 13,000 for about
30 seconds, and for slightly
longer at about noon and
1:30 p.m., but couldn’t hold

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock
Exchange in New York, Tuesday.

its gains. It finished up 15.82
points at 12,965.69.

Still, Wall Street took note
of the marker.

It was just last summer
that the Dow unburdened it-

13,000 but Can’t Hold Gains

self of 2,000 points in three
terrifying weeks. Standard &
Poor’s downgraded the
United States’ credit rating,
Washington was fighting
over the federal borrowing
limit, and the European debt
crisis was raging.

A second recession in the
United States was areal fear.
But the economy grew faster
every quarter last year, and
gains in the job market have
been impressive, including
243,000 jobs added in Janu-
ary alone.

“Essentially over the last
couple of months you've
taken the two biggest fears
off the table, that Europe is
going to melt down and that
we're going to have another
recession here,’ said Scott
Brown, chief economist for
Raymond James.

Bean Growers Cautious About Crop’s 2012 Rebound

BY CINDY SNYDER
For the Times-News

TWIN FALLS « Last spring’s
wet conditions are having a
lasting impact on bean prices.

Idaho and Washington
bean growers are getting 48-
50 cents per pound for their
pinto beans, up from 34 cents
last February. Pink beans are
bringing about 46 cents per
pound. The reason is simple
supply and demand.

U.S. dry bean stocks nearly
bottomed out after the na-
tion’s leading dry bean pro-
ducer, North Dakota, saw its
lowest production level since
1971. The decline was due to
both reduced acreage —
about half of 2010 — and a 58
percent reduction in crop
yield from the prior year.
North Dakota’s total dry bean
production was 4.88 million
hundredweight.

Idaho also saw production
drop 26 percent from 2010.

“T think it could take a year
or two to dig out of the hole
we’re in;” said Randy Duck-
worth, director of worldwide
activities for the U.S. Dry
Beans Council. “There’s alot
of pent-up demand in mar-
kets that we’re not able to
supply”

Part of that demand will
also likely come from Mexico,
where drought is expected to
cut production.

That’s potentially good
news for growers, who re-
main cautious. High prices
tend to entice them to plant
more beans, which canlead to
overproduction and drive
down prices. But strong
prices for other commodities
mean that the bean crop’s
growth this year could be
capped by farmers who plant
potentially more lucrative
crops on available acreage.

Early indications are that
dry bean acres will be up in
North Dakota, but market
watchers don’t expect toseea
huge increase.

“Beans look good as far as
cash flow,” said Doug Car-
Iquist, a bean grower from
Eden and an Idaho Bean
Commission member. But he
knows lot can happen be-
tween now and when dry
beans are planted in late May.

One of the biggest un-
knowns involves Midwest
corn acres. Corn prices are
pegged to be between $6.20-
$6.50 per bushel this year.

Minois-based agricultural
consultant Michael Cordon-
nier said farmers can earn
about $150 more per acre of
corn compared to soybeans.
For a farmer with 1,000 acres,
that’s an extra $150,000. He

expects U.S. growers will plant
up to 3 million more acres of
corn this year thanlast.

Corn acres — driven by
biofuel demand — are among
the primary factors that de-
termine how many dry bean

acres will ultimately be plant -
ed.

The U.S. leads the world in
corn production, with Brazil
in second place. “The rest of
the world hasn’t caught up to
us yet,” Duckworth said, “But

they are on the way!”

Despite strong corn prices,
Carlquist looks for growers to
return to a more typical crop
rotation in 2012 that includes
potatoes, beets and dry
beans.
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New Family of Legless
Amphibians Found in India

Since before the age of dinosaurs it has burrowed unbothered beneath the
monsoon-soaked soils of remote northeast India — unknown to science and
mistaken by villagers as a deadly, miniature snake. But this legless amphib-
ian’s time in obscurity has ended, thanks to an intrepid team of biologists led
by University of Delhi professor Sathyabhama Das Biju. Over five years of dig-
ging through forest beds in the rain, the team has identified an entirely new
family of amphibians — called chikilidae — endemic to the region but with
ancient links to Africa. Their discovery, published Wednesday in a journal of
the Royal Society of London, gives yet more evidence that India is a hotbed
of amphibian life with habitats worth protecting against the country’s indus-
try-heavy development agenda. It also gives exciting new evidence in the
study of prehistoric species migration, as well as evolutionary paths influ-
enced by continental shift. “This is amajor hotspot of biological diversity, but
one of theleast explored,’ Biju said in an interview with The Associated Press.
“We hope this new family will show the importance of funding research in the
area. We need to know what we have, so we can know what to save!’

— The Associated Press

NATION + WORLD

SATHYABHAMA DAS BLJU - WWWFROGINDIAORG
Chikilidae eggs are shown in the
soils of northeast India. Since the
age of dinosaurs the chikilidae has
burrowed unbothered beneath the
monsoon-soaked soils of remote
northeast India, unknown to science
and mistaken by many villagers as a
deadly, miniature snake.

Inherited Comic
Collection Expected
to Fetch $2 Million « N3

New Claims
Suggest
Sweep

of Iran’s

CovertPlots

BY BRIAN MURPHY

Associated Press

BEIRUT - Piece by piece, the tools for
an alleged Iranian-directed murder
team were smuggled into Azerbaijan
on the Caspian Sea. A sniper rifle
with silencer. Pistols. Sixteen pieces
of plastic explosives and detonators.

Finally came a dossier with photos,
names and exacting details — down
to workplace drawings — for Israeli
targets in the capital of Azerbaijan.

Each step, according to authorities
in Baku, was overseen by Iran’s intel -
ligence services for what could have
been a stunning attack weeks before
the suspected shadow war between
Jerusalem and Tehran flared in Azer-
baijan’s neighbor Georgia and the
megacities New Delhi and Bangkok.

The shadow war is picking up as
concerns are growing over Iran’s al-
leged weapons experiments. Iran de-
nies charges by the West that it seeks
atomic weapons, insisting its nuclear
activities are for peaceful purposes
only, such as power generation.

The allegedly unraveled Baku plot
in January, recounted through inter-
views and police records, has been
largely overshadowed by this
month’s arrests and attacks that sug-
gest Iranian payback after the slay-
ings of at least five Iranian scientists
in the past two years — all with some
links to Tehran’s nuclear program.

But the Baku claims offer a wider
portrait of Iran’s alleged clandestine
operations, and how they appear tai-
lored to different locales.

“The moves against Israel taken in
other countries and thwarted in Baku
are undoubtedly interconnected,’
said Arastun Orujlu, the head of
East-West, an independent Baku-
based think tank. “Iran tries to pro-
voke Israel. Iran needs an external
factor to mobilize and unite the soci-
ety, but it realizes that it will lose a big
war. That is why Iran is trying to pro-
voke Israel to engage in smaller-scale
confrontation’’

In Bangkok, the three Iranian sus-
pects in custody took advantage of
Thailand’s foreigner-friendly culture

Please see IRAN, N2

U.N. Nuke
Agency Reports
Failed Iran Talks

VIENNA (AP) » The U.N. nuclear
agency says its experts have again
failed to dent Iran’s refusal to co-
operate in probing allegations that
Tehran covertly worked on an
atomic arms program.

An International Atomic Energy
Agency statement says Iran re-
fused an IAEA request for access
to a site where the agency suspects
explosives testing related to a nu-
clear weapon took place.

It also says that despite “inten-
sive efforts,” no agreement was
reached on how to relaunch the
probe, which has been stalled for
nearly four years.

The statement was released ear-
ly Wednesday, after the IAEA team
left on a return flight to Vienna.
The unusual timing — shortly after
midnight in Europe — reflected the
urgency the IAEA attached to the
communique.

Iran denies any interest in pos-
sessing nuclear weapons.

| | Carnival
Celebration

i i,

Sambadrome in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Monday.
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A dancer of Uniao da Ilha samba school parades on a float during carnival celebrations at the

U.K. Court
OKs Legal
Claimto Be

Served on
Facebook

BY RAPHAEL SATTER

Associated Press

LONDON - Status update: You're
sued.

Legal authorities said Tuesday
that a High Court judge in England
has approved the use of Facebook to
serve legal claims.

Lawyers in a commercial dispute
were last week granted permission
to serve a suit against a defendant
via the popular social networking
site.

Justice Nigel Teare permitted the
unconventional method of service
during a pretrial hearing into a case
which pits two investment man-
agers against a brokerage firm they
accuse of overcharging them.

A former trader and an ex-broker,
Fabio De Biase and Anjam Ahmad,
are also alleged to have been in on
the scam.

Jenni Jenkins, who represents
Ahmad, said lawyers in the case had
been trying to track De Biase in or-
der to serve him with legal docu-
ments. She said that a copy of the
suit was left at his last known ad-
dress, but that it wasn’t clear
whether he was still living there.

The lawyers didn’t have his email
address, so they applied for permis-
sion to send him the claim through
Facebook.

Please see FACEBOOK, N2

Greece Bailout Wards off Europe Meltdown

BY GABRIELE STEINHAUSER
and DAVID MCHUGH

Associated Press

BRUSSELS e« The bailout has
saved Europe, for now, but it’s un-
likely to save Greece.

The $172 billion rescue — agreed
to Tuesday after an all-night sum-
mit of European ministers — pre-
vented an uncontrolled bankrupc-
ty and calmed investors worried
that a Greek default would have
started a chain reaction across Eu-
rope. But it left key problems un-
resolved.

Draconian budget cuts could
keep Greece mired in recession af-
ter five straight years. The deal
doesn’t directly address the debt
problems in other struggling
countries in the 17-country zone
that uses the euro. Spending cuts
could reduce tax revenue and pos-
sibly worsen the government’s fi-
nances.

“You can’t shrink your way out
of arecession,’ said Mark Weis-
brot, co-director of the liberal
Center for Economic and Policy
Research in Washington. “What
they are doing to Greece really
makes no economic sense’’

In Athens, Greeks reacted with
a mixture of relief and fear of a
dark future.

“I don’t see it with any joy be-
cause again we're being burdened
with loans, loans, loans, with no
end in sight;’ architect Valia Rokou

failure include the likelihood that
Greece’s economy remains in a
deep recession instead of return-
ing to growth in 2013 as the deal
assumes. That would undermine
chances of paying even the re-
duced debt load, estimated at a
still-high 120 percent of annual
economic output in 2020, down
from 160 percent now.
Additionally, political outrage
over the cutbacks could lead
Greece politicians to balk at the
tough conditions. That could push
rescuer countries — led by Ger-
many — to cut off further funding.
Elections in Greece are expect -

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund Christine
Lagarde, left, speaks with Greek Prime Minister Lucas Papademos
during a round table meeting of eurozone finance ministers at the
EU Council building in Brussels on Monday.

said in the Greek capital.

Finance Minister Evangelos
Venizelos said the agreement
managed to prevent imminent ca-
tastrophe: “we avoided the night -
mare scenario;’ he said.

The agreement was the second
massive bailout of Greece follow-
ing a $146 billion rescue in 2010
that didn’t return the country to
solvency. It will give Greece (euro)
130 billion in loans through 2014
from other eurozone governments
and the International Monetary
Fund. It was secured after Greece
agreed to painful and humiliating
measures, including thousands of

layoffs of civil service workers and
cuts to the minimum wage, im-
posed by countries suspicious of
Greece’s reform efforts after two
years of what they called the
country’s broken promises.

The finance ministers wrangled
until the early morning over the
details of the rescue, squeezing
last-minute concessions out of
private holders of Greek debt who
agreed to lose 53.5 percent of the
face value of their investment to
avoid even more severe losses if
Greece fails to pay (euro) 14.5 bil-
lion in debt due March 20.

The serious risks of the bailout’s

ed in April. The leaders of the two
main parties have committed to
the cuts and reform program, but
anti-bailout parties have been
gaining in the polls.

Greece’s economy shrank 7 per -
cent in the fourth quarter of last
year and unemployment is 19 per-
cent, a consequence of cuts in
public wages and increased taxes
inflicted during a downturn.

If that keeps up, even the res-
cuers acknowledge the reduction
goal of 120 percent of GDP is long
gone.

“The risks are clearly on the
downside,’ said Diego Iscaro, an
economist at ITHS Global Insight.
“By austerity alone, Greece will
not solve the problems it has at the
moment. We don’t know when
the economy will return to growth
and how it will grow!’
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11 Children Removed from
Texas Home in Abuse Case

BY MICHAEL GRACZYK
and NOMAAN MERCHANT

Associated Press

DAYTON, Texas « Texas au-
thorities said Tuesday theyre-
moved 11 children from a
crowded home where a regis-
tered sex offender lives after
they found eight confined in a
small, dark bedroom with re-
straints tying some to their
beds.

Along with the children, 10
adults were living in the one-
story, 1,700-square-foot
home in Dayton, about 30
miles northeast of Houston,
Child Protective Services
spokeswoman Gwen Carter
said. One month after araid on
the house, authorities are still
trying to determine how the
children are related and why
they were there, she said.

The children ranged in age
from 5 months to 11 years.

Three who were age 5 or older
had not been enrolled in
school, Carter said.

The children were removed
after authorities found two 2-
year-old children tied to abed
during a January visit to the
home, according to a court
document.

Alegally blind, 5-year-old
girl “was in a restraint on a
filthy mattress, and appeared
tobeinadaze)’ the document
said. One child had ablack eye
and knocked-out tooth.

The adults told investigators
they tied the children when
they slept or took anap during
the day “for safety;’ the docu-
ment said. An investigator
noted that none of the adults
said they saw anything wrong
with the arrangement.

Two of the children had
what authorities feared was
pneumonia and were taken to
achildren’s hospital. All have

since been placed in foster
homes, Carter said.

The caseis stillunder inves-
tigation, and Dayton Police
Sgt. Doug O’Quinn said offi-
cials are looking into criminal
charges. Liberty County Dis-
trict Attorney Mike Little said
his office would present a case
toagrandjury next month, but
he declined to discuss possible
suspects or charges.

“Our primary concern was
to make sure that the children
were stable and safe;’ Carter
said.

Thehome witha “No Tres-
passing’’ sign out frontisina
subdivision near land used for
farming and ranching. A tricy-
cle and other toys were in the
backyard Tuesday, and several
cars were parked outside.

People leaving the home
declined to talk to media as-
sembled outside, and other
residents and their relatives

declined to comment or didn’t
respond to phone messages.

One person in Texas’ online
sex offender registry listed the
house as his address. Mark E.
Marsh III was convicted in
Michigan 15 years ago of crim-
inal sexual conduct with a 15-
year-old girl. Hedid not have a
working phone number listed.

Neighbor Wayne Hardin
said he never saw the youngest
children and had no idea so
many people wereliving in the
house. Though he often saw
eight or more cars parked out-
side, Hardin said he was told
theresidents had abig family.

“I was shocked’ said
Hardin, who had called police
aboutloud music blaring from
the house. “We didn’t have a
clue”

Along with the children,
two teenage runaways with a
stolen car were at the home,
authorities said. The boys,
both 16, admitted running
away from foster homes,
smoking marijuana and driv-
ing a car they knew was stolen,
authorities said.

Carter said the home was
not registered as afoster home
or day care.

Iran

Continued from Nation 1

to party with bar girls while
allegedly organizing a bomb
cache whose targets, police
say, included the Israeli Em-
bassy. In New Delhi, the wife
of an Israeli diplomat and
three others were wounded by
attackers using magnetic
bombs — the same tacticused
tokill a senior nuclear official
in Tehranlast month inan at-
tack that Iran claims was
masterminded by Israel. The
same day as the New Delhi
blast, a similar “sticky bomb”’
was found on the car of a driv-
er for the Israeli Embassy in
the Georgian capital, Thilisi.

The Baku allegations bring
a different scenario: local
mercenaries suspected of be-
ing recruited by a well-
known gangster with alleged
ties to Iranian secret services.

“Each alleged plot has its
own  signature]’”  said
Theodore Karasik, a security
expert at the Dubai-based In-
stitute for Near East and Gulf
Military Analysis, who was
part of a fact-finding trip to
Baku after the January arrests
in Baku. “They all seem to
have abit of an amateur qual-
ity about them, however, as if
Iranis trying various tactics to
see what works!’

But the shifting tactics re-
main difficult to interpret, say
security experts.

Some speculate they indi-
cate alevel of sophistication
and preplanning to adapt
plans that take local condi-
tions and opportunities into
account. An opposing view
also is frequently cited: They
represent a scattershot ap-
proach that shows panic and
disarray as sanctions — and
suspected covert attacks in-
side Iran — rattle Tehran’s
leadership.

Iran denies any links to the
attacks outside its borders,
but accuses Israel of directing
the slayings of the Iranian sci-
entists as well as other clan-
destine acts such as a com-
puter virus that targeted ura-
nium enrichment equip-
ment.

“There is no way to inter-
pret its belligerent and violent
behavior, which all but defies
all operational and diplomat -
iclogic, as anything but a sign
that the decision-makers in
Tehran are acting from their
gut and not their head,’ wrote
Yoav Limor, a prominent de-
fense correspondent for Is-
rael’snational TV station.

The Baku case bridges both
elements: A suggestion of
some methodical planning,
but also arisky reliance on the
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Thai immigration officers escort detained Iranian
Mohammad Kharzei, center, at the immigration
headquarters on Feb. 16 in Bangkok, Thailand.

local underworld in a city that
with a history of tensions be-
tween Iran and Israel.

The former Soviet republic
— flush with Caspian oil and
friendly to the West — sits on
Iran’s western shoulder with
deep connections into the Is-
lamic Republic through Iran’s
ethnic Azeri community, one
of the nation’s largest whose
members include Supreme
Leader  Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei. Baku’s outward-
looking policies also have
been packaged into an inter-
national PR campaign as it
bids for the 2020 Olympics.

In 2007, Azerbaijan con-
victed 15 people in connection
with an alleged Iranian-
linked spy network accused
of passing intelligence on
Western and Israeli activities.
The following year, Azerbai-
jan officials said they foiled a
plot to explode car bombs
near the Israeli Embassy in
retaliation for the killing in
Syria of a top commander in
Hezbollah, the Iranian-
backed militant group. Two
Lebanese men were later
convicted in Baku for the
bombing attempt.

Now, as Iran’s nuclear
showdown with the West
deepens, the Islamic Repub-
lic sees the Azeri frontier as a
weak point. Earlier this
month, Iran’s foreign min-
istry accused Azerbaijan of
allowing the Israeli spy
agency Mossad to operate on
its territory and providing a
corridor for “terrorists” tokill
members of Iran’s scientific
community.

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, Elman Ab-
dullayev, dismissed the Iran-
ian claims as “slanderous
lies’” designed to turn atten-
tion away from the alleged
assassination plot uncovered
last month.

Authorities in Azerbaijan’s
National Security Ministry
allege the weapons and ex-
plosives were smuggled into
the country bit by bit begin-

TREATMENT TO ADDRESS SENSORY PROCESSING DISORDERS

(208) 734-7333 | primarytherapysource.com
254 River Vista Place in Twin Falls

ning in October. The cache
included three pistols and a
military-grade sniper rifle
with asilencer.

The suspected ringleader
was alocal thug, Balagardash
Dadashev, who had a record
that included kidnapping and
robbery. Azeri officials believe
Dadashev, at some point,
branched out to make con-
nections with Iranian agents,
possibly linked to the power -
ful Revolutionary Guard, the
ultimate defender of Iran’s
ruling system.

From a safe haven in Iran,
Dadashevthenreached out to
two Azeriunderworld figures
to carry out killings of Israeli
citizens.

Police say he first ap-
proached his brother-in-law,
Rasim Aliyev, who at first re-
jected theidea. Then, author-
ities say, he and his Baku
neighbor returned with a de-
mand for $200,000. Dada-
shev countered with $150,000
and gave Aliyev a $9,300 ad-
vance as well a plan of a Jew-
ish school in Baku and photos
of two Israeli teachers working

there. Police say Dadashev
said they could target either of
the two at their choice.

Aliyev’s neighbor, Ali Gu-
seinov, used some of the
money to buy a used car, ac-
cording to investigators. He
then requested a sniper rifle
after seeing security cameras
at the school, which caters to
Azerbaijan’s small Jewish
community. Police say pis-
tols, explosives and detona-
tors also were part of the
plot’s arsenal.

The alleged plot collapsed
with a series of raids and ar-
rests announced Jan. 19.
Dadashev was believed to be
in Iran and out of the reach of
Baku authorities. Butina pur-
ported confession shown on
Azerbaijani state television,
Aliyev said Dadashevhad told
him it was revenge for the al-
leged Israeli slayings in Iran.
Some Israeli reports, which
have not been officially con-
firmed, said the country’s
ambassador also was a target.

On Tuesday, Azerbaijan’s
National Security Ministry
announced that it had busted
a second suspected group
plotting attacks against for-
eign citizens on behalf of
Iran’s secret services. The
group was gathering intelli-
gence and had acquired a
large number of weapons and
explosives, the ministry said
in a statement.

The announcement came
hours after authorities arrest -
ed some 20 young people in
Baku’s suburb of Nardaran.
Authorities gave no informa-
tion about the arrests, but
some local media reported
that a nephew of the alleged
mastermind of January’s
botched plot was among
those arrested.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - 11:00AM
CRANE BROTHERS FARMS
King Hill, ID
Tractors, Trucks, Pickups,
Potato & Tillage Equipment
Times-News Ad: 02/17 & 02/22
www.mbauction.com

AUCTIONS AND REAL ESTATE

NOW - FEBRUARY 29
FEBRUARY ON-LINE AUCTION
Furniture, Collectibles, Tools,

Appliances & Misc.
Ending Wednesday February 29 - ltems Added Daily
WWW.IDAHOAUCTIONBARN.COM
PHONE 731-4567

[DAHO AUGTION ONLINE

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 11:00AM
Cassia Creek Farms Auction
Declo, ID
Late model JD Tractors, Trucks, JD Combine,
Farm Equipment.

431-3405 or 431-9300
www.us-auctioneers.com

USAUCTION .,

ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION WITH US!
Call Mirela Sulejmanovic today at 208.735.3307
email: auctions@magicvalley.com

NOW - FEBRUARY 23
LIGHTING CONCEPTS STORE CLOSEOUT
INVENTORY ON-LINE AUCTION
Lighting for the entire house!
ENDING THURSDAY FEBRUARY 23
WWW.IDAHOAUCTIONBARN.COM
PHONE 731-4567

[DAHO AUGTION ONLINE

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 11:00AM
Kerner Auction
Jerome, Idaho
Motorhome, Truck, Collector Auto, Atvs,
Trailers, Equipment & Shop Tools.
Times-News Ad: 3/1
www.mastersauction.com

Masters

17 /s
Auction Serv?éé\ﬁ

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 - 11:00AM
SPRING CLASSIC
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Tractors, Trucks, Trailers, Tillage,
Harvesting & Irrigation Equipment
To consign your items call 731-4700
www.mbauction.com
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GUN FOUND INSIDE PIANO
DONATED TO NURSING HOME

PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP,
Mich. (AP) « Police say an
unloaded gun has been
found inside a piano that
was donated to a southeast
Michigan nursing home
years ago.

AnnArbor.com reports
that staff at Whitehall
Healthcare Center in Pitts-
field Township, 5 miles
south of Ann Arbor, found

the gun Friday in a case in-
side the piano.
Pittsfield = Township

deputy police chief Gordy
Schick says he suspects the
Ruger .22 caliber pistol was
hidden long before the mu-
sical instrument was do-
nated tothe home.

Schick says police
checked a state database but
found no registered owner
for the gun. They are trying
to determine its last owner
by checking the serial num-
ber against Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives records.

Facebook

Continued from Nation 1

Jenkins, an associate
with London-based law
firm Memery Crystal, said
the lawyers were confident
that de Biase’s account was
still active.

“The counsel told the
judge that someone from
the firm had been monitor -
ing the account and they’d
seen that he’s recently
added two new friends,
which made the judge
chuckle,’ she said.

De Biase was given extra
time to respond to the claim
“to allow for the possibility
that he wasn’t accessing his
account regularly,’ she
added.

Ordinarily, British legal
claims are served in hard
copy — either in person, by

mail, or by fax — although
unconventional means are
occasionally employed if
the people involved are
hard to pin down.

In December, a British
judge made headlines for
filing an injunction against
London-based protesters
from the Occupy move-
ment via text message.

The Judicial Office for
England and Wales con-
firmed Tuesday that Teare
had allowed lawyers to
serve their claim through
Facebook. A spokeswoman,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because she was
not authorized to give her
name, said it was the first
time anyone had been
served via the site “as far as
we're aware.’

Facebook declined are-
quest for comment on the
issue.

Crane Brothers Farms

AUCTION

Thurs., Feb. 23rd - 11 AM
King Hill, Idaho

DIRECTIONS: Take Interstate 84 to Paradise Exit 125 (east
of Glenns Ferry), then north 1 1/4 mile to Henry Jones Rd,
turn east and proceed 1/2 mile mile to auction site.

TRACTORS: Case-IH Magnum 245, MFWD, Trimble GPS w/model
500 monitor, powershift trans, 4-remotes, 1000 pto, 3-pt w/quick hitch,
380/90R54 w/duals, 380/80R38 front, 500 Ib. rear wheel weights, 10
front weights, 245 hp, 1787 hrs « Case-lH Magnum 245, MFWD,
powershift trans, 4-remotes, 1000 pto, 3-pt w/quick hitch, 380/90R50
w/duals & 10” spacers, 380/85R34 front, 500 Ib. rear wheel weights,
10 front weights, 245 hp, 3415 hrs « Case-IH 7240, MFWD, powershift
trans, 3-remotes, 1000 pto, 3-pt, 14.9R46 rear tires w/bolt-on duals &
spacers, 380/85R30 front tires, 18 front weights, 195 hp, 9187 hrs

TRUCKS & BULK BEDS: 1993 Ford L9000 Truck, Cummins
diesel, 9-speed, T/A, 11R22.5 tires, 20’ Double L self-unloading bed,
elec/hyd, 30" belt «+ 1992 Mack COE Truck, Mack diesel, air start,
auto trans, T/A, 11R22.5/24.5 tires, 20’ Double L self-unloading bed,
elec/hyd, 30" belt «+ 1992 Mack COE Truck, Mack diesel, air start,
auto trans, T/A, 11R22.5 tires, 22’ Logan self-unloading bed, electric
only, 24” belt + 1990 INTL 4700 Truck, diesel, 10-spd, T/A, 11R24.5
tires, 20" Double L self-unloading bed, elec/hyd, 30" belt (missing
parts) « GMC Astro 95 COE Truck, cab & chassis only, Detroit diesel,
T/A, needs work, early 80’s

DOZER & SKIDSTEER: 2002 Case 1650K Crawler, cab w/air
& htr, 6-way 10’ dozer blade, 21” tracks, good undercarriage, 2728
hrs « Case 1845C Skid Steer, diesel, pallet forks, very good tires,
4860 hrs

GROUNDWORK EQUIPMENT: 2001 Ag Engineering 4-Row
Dammer Diker, hydraulic reset shanks, paddle wheels, injector
shanks, 3-pt » Northside Welding 4-Row Dammer Diker, hydraulic
reset shanks, paddle wheels, injector shanks, 3-pt «+ Watts 7-Shank
Ripper, hydraulic reset shanks « Case-IH 770 16 1/2’ Offset Disk,
28" rear blades, 26” front notched blades, 10.5” spacing « Case-lH 14
7-Shank Ripper, spring reset shanks, dual gauge wheels, new points
 Alloway 2040 6-Row Cultivator, 22” rows, tunnel shields, 2 Sunco
guide disks * John Deere 610 Chisel Plow, 12 JD True Depth shanks,
hang-on harrows, set up for injecting Vapan ¢+ 18’ Culti-Packer, shop
built, 12”/16” rings, hydraulic transports, gooseneck hitch

POTATO FIELD EQUIPMENT: 2008 Grimme SE 75-30 Potato
Harvester, single row potato harvester with approx. 3-tons bunker
capacity. Less then 100 acres dug. *Selling subject to approval of
final bid. « 2005 Spudnik 6140 4-Row Windrower, all belted chain,
pulled digger nose, adjustable secondary chain angle, RH discharge,
rear steer » 2002 Spudnik 6400 4-Row Harvester, all belted chain,
42" side elevator & star table, rear steer, 600/50-22.5 flotation tires «
Double L 853 4-Row Harvester, all belted chain, 42” side elevator &
star table, rear steer « (3) Logan 4-Row Potato Planters, cup type,
Microband applicators, Redball tanks & pumps, 34" spacing

POTATO HANDLING EQUIPMENT: 1996 Spudnik 1800
Evenflow Tub, 6 hydraulic stabilizer jacks, 480 volt, 3-phase + 1998
Spudnik 560 Telescoping Piler, 36" belted chain elevator, 36”
belted boom, remote control, 480 volt, 3-phase ¢ Harriston 4535
Clodhopper, 36” dual cleated elevator belts, 96” star table, 96” dirt
eliminator, 480 volt, 3-phase, s/n 450214 « 1999 Spudnik 925 Sizer,
60" elevator & sizer table, 480 volt, 3-phase

SWATHER: Hesston 8400 Swather, diesel, hydrostatic, 14’ sickle
header w/conditioner

PICKUPS: 2001 Chevy S-10 Pickup, 4-cylinder, auto trans,
extended cab, 103K miles « 1995 Chevy 2500 Pickup, 4x4, 6.5
diesel, auto trans, extended cab, 8’ steel flatbed, 165K miles

MISC. FARM ITEMS: NDE Cutter/Mixer/Feeder, pull type,
horizontal auger, digital scales, RH feeder 540 pto « (2) Pair of 300
gallon saddle tanks, mounts for Case-IH 245 tractors « Allis Chalmers
114 6-Row Corn Planter « Rubber Tire Roller, 4-row, trail type « US
Military Generator, 60kw, 120/208-240/416 volt, 3-phase, diesel,
mounted on trailer « Lockwood Dirt Piler « Spudnik Tube Loader « Misc.
Spudnik Pup Stingers & Parts « Misc. Belted Chain « Miller Welder «
Lincoln Welder « Other items will be added by auction date!

Crane Brothers Farms

Adam Crane 208-599-0388 Allan Crane 208-941-6687

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: A nice line up of tractors, trucks, and
potato equipment. As Crane Brothers Farms are dissolving their
partnership, either party may participate in the auction as a buyer. No
small items, so auction will last about one hour.

ESTATE

AUCTIONS REAL
Randy Musser - Regional Auction Manager

(208) 733-8700 * www.mbauction.com
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O
Joe Edward Laragan

May 22, 1913-Feb. 17, 2012

TWIN FALLS ¢ Joe
Edward Laragan,
one of America’s
Greatest Genera-
tion, died Friday,
Feb. 17,2012, at St.
Luke’s Magic Valley
Medical Center in
Twin Falls.

He was born May
22,1913, in a sheep
wagon nestled in
the Smokey Moun-
tains to Marcelino
and Maria Aspitarte
Laragan. He attended
school in Hagerman and
graduated from Hagerman
High School in 1931. He
moved to Seattle, Wash.,
and obtained a degree in
accounting at Success
Business University in 1935.
He was employed by Grey-
hound Lines during 1935 to
1941 as an accountant and
auditor.

Joe was proud of his mili-
tary service and was a
World War II veteran. After
attending Officer Candi-
date School at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kan., he served
overseas duty from 1943 to
1946 in the Asiatic Pacific,
North Africa, Sicilian-Ital-
ian and European theaters.
For his service, he was
awarded seven medals, in-
cluding the French Croix de
Querre and five campaign
bronze stars. He attained
rank of lieutenant colonel.

Joe married Florentina
Teresa Sabala of Twin Falls
on Aug. 10, 1946. Together
they owned and operated a
wholesale and retail gas and
oil business for 32 years in
Blaine and Custer counties
while residing in Ketchum,
Idaho. Joe was active in the
Ketchum City Council and,
because of this group of
volunteers, all the dirt roads
in Ketchum were paved. He
also served the community
in many other local organi-
zations. He was instrumen-
tal in the building of the La-
dy of the Snows Catholic
Church on Sun Valley Road
and also in organizing the
Ketchum Basque Festival
for many years. He was a
lifelong member of the
American Legion. While
raising their three children,
he and Flora never missed
the opportunity to attend
their children’s sporting
events.

Joe retired in 1975 and
spent many hours fly fish-
ing on the Big Wood River
and hunting in the sur-
rounding area. He and Flora
moved to Twin Falls and
enjoyed traveling to Europe
and golfing at the best golf
courses in North Carolina,
Arizona, California and
Spain. Joe and Flora were
married for 62 years. Both
were parishioners of St. Ed-
ward’s Catholic Church.

Joe was preceded in
death by his wife, one
brother, two sisters, one
grandchild and one great -
grandchild. He is survived
by his sister, Carmen Wal-

lll SERVICES

Joyce W. Bernard of
Shoshone, funeral at 10:30
a.m. today at Demaray Fu-
neral Service, Shoshone
Chapel; visitation from 10
t010:30 a.m. today at the
mortuary.

Norine Meservy of Twin
Falls, funeral at 11 a.m.
Thursday at Parke’s Magic
Valley Funeral Home, 2551
Kimberly Road in Twin
Falls; visitation from 5 to 7
p.m. today at the funeral
home.

Doris Jean Hall of Twin
Falls, funeral at 1 p.m. Fri-
day at Parke’s Magic Valley
Funeral Home, 2551 Kim-
berly Road in Twin Falls;
visitation from 5 to 7 p.m.
Thursday at the funeral
home.

Virginia L. (Mitchell)

lace of New York;
sisters-in-law, Bert
Laragan of Boise
and Nettie Nance of
North Carolina; and
Manuel Sabala, a
brother-in-law of
Boise;  children,
Kathy (Durg) Perron
and Kim Laragan-
Uranga of Hailey,
and Joe K. Laragan
of Boise. He also
leaves behind eight
grandchildren, Nik-
ki (Greg) Maynard of Rich-
field, Ryan (Sahily) Perron
of Highland, Utah, Josh
(Sheena) Perron of Hailey,
Jake (Kris) Perron and Joel
Perron of Maui, Hawaii, Se-
bi Uranga of Ketchum,
Solee Uranga of Boise, and
Chelsea (Mike) Byron of
Boise; 12 great-grandchil -
dren will miss their “Aitx-
itxa,” Lindsay, Gregory and
Joshua Maynard, Ryan, Ri-
ley, Sahily and Yanella Per -
ron, Kameron, Taelyn and
Brooklyn Perron, and
Tyson and Maria Byron. Joe
is also survived by many
nieces and nephews who
have been very important to
him in his life.

Kathy, Kim and Joey wish
to express their apprecia-
tion to all the many special
people who have known
and loved their Dad and
who have offered support
in their time of sorrow. The
management and staff of
Wynwood have been great
in their care of Joe while he
lived there and while he was
in the hospital. They also
want to express apprecia-
tion to the wonderful med-
ical staff at St. Luke’s who
made his passing so much
easier to bear by their kind -
ness shown. Drs. Miciak,
Desmond and Fortuin will
always be heroes to Kathy,
Kim and Joey for their
compassionate and loving
care.

A rosary service for Joe
will be held at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 23, at
Reynolds Funeral Chapel,
2466 Addison Ave. E. in
Twin Falls, with Deacon Jim
Herrett reciting. Mass of
the Christian burial will be
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb.
24, at St. Edward’s Catholic
Church, 161 Sixth Ave. E. in
Twin Falls, with Father
Mariusz MajewsKi celebrat -
ing. A private family burial
will take place at the Hager-
man Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in Joe’s
name to St. Edward’s
Catholic Church or to the
charity of your choice.
Contributions may be giv-
en to funeral chapel staff or
mailed to Reynolds Funeral
Chapel, P.O.box 1142, Twin
Falls, ID 83303.

Services are under the
direction of Trent Stimpson
and staff at Reynolds Fu-
neral Chapel in Twin Falls.
Condolences may be left for
the family by visiting
www.reynoldschapel.com.

Moore of Jerome, celebra-
tion of life at 11 a.m. Satur-
day at Hove-Robertson Fu-
neral Chapel, 629 E. Third
St.inJerome.

Shirley Ann Reynolds of
Rupert, wake to celebrate
herlife at 3 p.m. Saturday at
the Skyline Bar in Jackson;
bring a potluck dish.

Winifred “Winnie” Mc-
Cool Brigham of Twin
Falls, celebration of life at
12:30 p.m. Sunday at the
First Presbyterian Church,
2009 Fifth Ave. N. in Twin
Falls; no public visitation
(Reynolds Funeral Chapel
of Twin Falls).

Mildred Elizabeth Kreiser
Cunningham of Jackpot,
Nev., memorial service at 2
p-m. Monday at Barton’s
Club 93 in Jackpot.

Bonnie Hardy

July 18, 1919-Feb. 20, 2012

OAKLEY . L.aVaun “Bon-
nie” Smith Hardy, a 92-
year-old lifetime resident
of Oakley, passed away
Monday, Feb. 20, 2012, in
Idaho Falls with her
daughter, Sheryl, at her
side.

Bonnie was born July 18,
1919, in Oakley, Idaho, to
Joseph Shields and Mae
Agnes DelL.aMare Smith,
the youngest of six chil-
dren. She graduated from
Oakley High School in 1937
and attended LDS Busi-
ness College in Salt Lake
City, Utah. Shereturned to
Oakley to work as an oper-
ator for the Oakley Tele-
phone Company. On Sept.
1, 1939, she married her
high school sweetheart,
Ariel Eldon Hardy. They
lived for a short time in Al-
bion; Salem, Ore.; and
Provo, Utah. She has lived
in Oakley for all but six
years of her life.

An active member of
The Church of TJesus
Christ of Latter-day
Saints, Bonnie served in
many capacities, most no-
tably 28 years as Relief So-
ciety secretary. She had
mentioned that she has
worked in all of the auxil-
iaries at one time or an-
other. After Ariel’s death
in 1972, she joined the
Sweet Adelines and en-
joyed singing and traveling
with them for 18 years.

Bonnie was preceded in
death by her parents; her
husband; sisters, Oril Mar-
tin, Agnes Anderson,
Dorothy Whiteley and
Rachel Southworth;
brother, Lloyd D. Smith;
and a great-grandson, Jef-
frey Nelson. She is sur-

vived by her children, Sh-
eryl (Jim) Wood of Idaho
Falls, Richard (Janis) Hardy
of Pleasant Grove, Utah,
and Randy (Karlene) Hardy
of Oakley; 12 grandchil-
dren; 47 great-grandchil -
dren; and five great-great -
grandchildren.

Bonnie will be remem-
bered for her dedication
and love for Ariel, her great
sense of humor, her im-
maculate home and yard,
and her excellent meals,
cakes and candy.

The funeral will be held
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 25,
at the Oakley Stake Center
of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day
Saints, 301 N. Center, with
Bishop Scott Arnell offici-
ating. Burial will be in the
Oakley Cemetery. A view-
ing for family and friends
will be held from 6 until 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 24, at the
Rasmussen Funeral Home,
1350 E. 16th St. in Burley,
and from 10 until 10:45
a.m. Saturday at the
church.

The family suggests me-
morials be directed to the
Gloria and Aaron Johnson
Memorial Scholarship
Fund or OVAC, in care of
Rasmussen Funeral Home.

Lucy A. Hoberg

July 26, 1924-Feb. 16, 2012

TWIN FALLS -
Lucy A. Hoberg, 87,
a resident of
BridgeView Estates
in Twin Falls, died
Thursday, Feb. 16,
2012, at BridgeView
Estates.

Lucy was born
July 26, 1924, in
Minnesota, the
daughter of Valen-
tine and Antoinette
Jankowski. Lucy
went to high school
and received her high
school diploma in 1964
and then went on to re-
ceive her diploma from El
Camino College in Tor-
rance, Calif. She married
Donald C. Hoberg on Sept.
8, 1945, in San Pedro,
Calif. Donald had pro-
posed to Lucy on Valen-
tine’s Day at a dance at the
USO. Lucy lived most re-
cently in Twin Falls and
Boise, Idaho, coming from
Seal Beach and Torrance,
Calif.

She is survived by her
son, Ted (Nedra) Hoberg of
Grand Forks, N.D.; her
daughter, Carole (Walt)
Evans of Dietrich; her sis-
ter, Helen Snow of Black
River Falls, Wis.; six
grandchildren, Christine
Heater, Thomas Evans,
Eric (Jessica) Hoberg,
Sarah (David) Youngman,
Danial Hoberg and Jim
Froelich; 11 great-grand-
children, Lacie Bohlen,
Caleb Simonds, Jaide
Evans, Brooklyn Chris-
tianson, Kayden Hoberg,
Michael and Nicholas
Taylor, Bristol and Win-
ston Youngman, Mary and
Samantha Froelich; and
one great-great-grand-
son, Alex Bohlen. She was
preceded in death by her
husband, Donald Hoberg;
grandsons, Michael
Heater and Matt Froelich;
brothers, Ed, Joe, Thomas
and Ray Jankowski; and
sisters, Francis Lubarski
and Rose Langula.
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A viewing and
visitation will be
held from 4 to 7
p-m. Thursday,
Feb. 23, at Demaray
Funeral Service,
Shoshone Chapel.
Recitation of the
rosary will be held
at 7 p.m. Thursday
at Demaray Funeral
Service, Shoshone
Chapel. Mass of
Christian Burial
will be celebrated
at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Feb.
24, at St. Peter’s Catholic
Church in Shoshone. In-
urnment will take place on
a later date at the
Shoshone Cemetery in
Shoshone.

A special thank you to
all the staff of the Assisted
Living at BridgeView, es-
pecially, Marilyn; also to
the Hospice Visions Crew
and Dr. Irwin.

Memorial contributions
may be made in Lucy’s
name to her favorite char-
ity, The Salvation Army;
or to Breast Cancer Re-
search; St. Edward’s
Catholic Church in Twin
Falls or St. Peter’s Catholic
Church in Shoshone.

Condolences may be
shared with the family by
visiting the obituary link
at www.demarayfuner-
alservice.com.

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 -

Nation & World 3

Inherited Comic
Collection Expected

BY JAMIE STENGLE

Associated Press

DALLAS -« Michael Rorrer
said his great aunt once
mentioned having comic
books she would one day
give him and his brother, but
it was a passing remark made
when they were boys and still
into superheroes.

Ruby Wright gave no indi-
cation at the time — and she
died last February, leaving it
unclear — that her late hus-
band’s comic collection con-
tained some of the most
prizedissues ever published.
The 345 comics were slated
tosell at auction in New York
on Wednesday, and were ex-
pected to fetch more than $2
million.

Rorrer, 31, of Oxnard,
Calif., discovered his great
uncle Billy Wright’s comics
neatly stacked in a basement
closet while helping clear out
his great aunt’s Martinsville,
Va., home a few months af-
ter her death. He said he
thought they were cool but
didn’t realize until months
later how valuable they were.

Rorrer, who works as an
operator at a plant where oil
is separated from water, said
he was telling a co-worker
about Captain America No.
2,a1941issue in which the
hero bursts in on Adolf
Hitler, when the co-worker
mused that it would be
something if he had Action
Comics No. 1, in which Su-
perman makes his first ap-
pearance.

“I went home and was
looking through some of
them and there it was;’ said
Rorrer, who then began re-
searching the collection’s
value in earnest.

He found out that his great
uncle had managed as a boy
to buy a staggering array of
what became the most valu-
able comic books ever pub-
lished.

“This is just one of those
collections that all the guysin
the business think don’t ex-
ist anymore,’ 