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Page A6

NATION

mm at work: Lawmakers

in Washington look at extend-
iog jobless aid.
Page A3

COMING Up

Hungry for skilng

Trail Creek Cabin offers cross
country skiers a journey 10
feast upon.
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Ccllhu il one of the toughest'
of bis’ political

career,

to make fur .
ther cuts in critical programs
and_ services or delsy the
inevitable, Gov. Dirk
Kempthorne on Tuesday pro-
posed a $267 million tax
increase to bail Idaho out of its
worst fmnnclnl crisis in two

Kempthorne used his State of
the State address to a joint ses-
slon of the Legislature to call for
a 1.5<cent in the state’s
S-cent sales tax for three years
and a 34-cent hike in the current
28-cent-a-pack cigarette tax.
“We have come to a point I
had hoped Idaho would never
reach,” Kempthorne said.

tently said
that raising
taxes would
be my last
resort, we
aré now at
that point.”

‘The gover-
nor clearly
anticipated
opposition
from  the
nation’s
most Republican Legislature,
many huvmg campaigned last
fall against higher taxes.

“I fully realize that you need
the time to go through this
process, as [ have, and I believe
you'll come to see the same real-
ities,” he told them. “These are
tough times that require tough
decisions.”

Bush unveils $674B plan

Proposal opts
for long-range
economic growth

The Washington Post

CHICAGO - President Bush
offered Tuesday his opening bid
to find a salve for the nation’s
economy, proposing giving stock
investors $364 billion in tax
breaks and boosting the size of
the 2001 tax cuts by nearly $300
billion.

Bush's formal un\mlmr. here of
the 10-year, $674 billion plan, in
which he invoked the supply-side
theories of the 1980s, brought
several surprises even though

——— dCtails  had
dribbled out

What it means in recent days.
for taxpayers The White
House opu:d

-A4 to spend rela-

—————— tively little -
about 15 percent of the total - to
stimulate the economy in the
short term. Bush proposed no
financial aid to the states and
offered little incentive for capital
investment.

Instead, Bush opted for a range
of long-term tax cuts, including
every item on the menu of possi-
bilities the White House con-
sidering. In addition to the com-
plete elimination of the tax on
dividends, Bush proposed imme-
diate implementation of many of
the tax cuts slated for the next
Seven years: income tax rates,
child tax credits, cuts for married
couples and an expansion of the
lowest tax bracket.

“If tax relief is good enough tor
Americans three vears from now,
it is good enough for Americans
today,” Bush said to 2,200 busi-
ness leaders at a hotel luncheon
of the Economic Club of Chicago.

Democrats protested t
Bush proposal was a pive.
the wealthy that would e
federal deficits while providing
relatively little in the shortterm
10 boost the economy. House
Democrats have proposed a plan
that would spend more than Bush
would in the current year and
spread it more evenly across
income levels but would cost a
fifth as much vver 10 years
because its measures are tempo-
rary.

“President Bush hasn't pro-
posed a stimulus plan,” said Sen,
Joseph Lieberman, D-Conn., a
probable challenger to Bush in

s

Presldent Bush outlines his economic stimutus plan Tuesday during remarks to business feaders [n Chicago. Speaklng
to tha Economlc Club of Chicago, Bush says he wants Congress to eliminate taxes on stock dividends and create a
new Job-tralning program to boost America's economy.
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2004. “Instead, he has put for- last word in the debate over an

ward an irresponsible, ineffec.
ce, ideologically driven wish

tiv
Lise.”

Bush's plan, though likely to
be the basis of whatever eco-
nomic legislation emerges from
Congress, is unlikely to be the

ceonomic stimulus. Democrats
and moderate Republicans widl
push for a more ¢ t

plan, and businesses, particular-
Iy high-tech companies that
don’t declare dividends, will
push for a restructuring of

District denies parent’s transfer request

By Robert Mayer
Times-News writer

TWIN FALLS - Socon after
Stacy Madsen learned that
Harvison Elementary School was
tagged as a “failing school,” she
exercised her right under the fed-
eral No Child Left Behind Act
and requested a transfer for her
daughter.

But Twin Falls School District
officiuls denied the request, say-
ing the district's elementary
schools were already full and
couldn’t accommodate any extra
students.

Administrators have since
learned that under the federal
law, regardless of whether
schools are full, the district must

Says schools can’t
accommodate any
extra students

allow a transfer for any parent
whose child attends a “failing™
school. .

Madsen - who contacted The
Times-News - is the only parent to
date who has requested a trans-
fer from a *failing” school. She
said she sought the transfer

*because she thought that keeping
-her child at Harrison would jeop-
ardize her potential. |

Madsen's complaint under-
scores the impact that No Child
Left Behind - today marking its

-the two

oneyear anniversary - will make
on school districts.

A key tenet of the federal act is
parental choice, Students in -
ing” or “pe ently dangerous”
schools have the right to transfer
to safer or higher-performing
schools within districts, with the
districts footing the transporta-
tion bill.

Follow the law to its logical
conclusion, and that could mean,
in theory, that every parent from
Twin Falls' two “failing” schools
- Harrison and 1.B. Perrine
Elementary - could request that
his child attend different schools.
THRat could, in effect, empty out
And district offi-
cials would be legally obligated 1o

Please sce TRANSFER, Page A2

. How ByshEidliould affect your taxes

Analysis of how'the Mn'mxuhanposproposodbyf’mmnlsush
wouid affect various income groups:

Current  Proposed
67°
-300%
38%
T e
9.0%
103% 1
123%  104%
160%  14.3%
"o230%  216%
277%  253%

Busiy's tax proposals.

Sen. Juhn Breaux, D-La., a
muderate who was pivotal t the
passage of Bush's 2001 tax aun,
lambasted the president’s pro-
posal as an ineffective stimulus

Please see BUSH, Page A4

Flu deaths increase
Influenza-related deaths have
dramatically increased since the
1970s. An aging population and
more lethal strains of the virus.
have contnbuted to the increase
Number of flu-rslaied deaths

B0 thousand

5888883

50 cents
“While I
have consis- Recommendations - A2

The plan calls for more than

twice the tax increase lawmak-
ers grudgingly approved during
the mid-1980s to resolve the last
severe budget crisis. The defici
was about $80 million then. It is
estimated at $160 million for the
2003-2004 budget year.
Kempthorne's plan goes
beyond the recommendation
carlier in the day of his Blue
Ribbon Task Force, which called
for a three-year, 1-cent increase

Please see KEMPTHORNE, Page A2

Governor’s:
tax proposal
rattles GOP

By Julle Pence
Times-Nows writer

BOISE - Many Repeblican
lawmakees appeared wom and
uncomiortable as they listened

to Gov. Dirk Kempthore
announce Tuesday evening that
he supporis o sgnrant tan
increase.

Sen. Dean Cameron, By aert,
instead ob sittng sarh othes
tars, sat fest 1o hes Cochan oy
the Legilature™s timang i
APPLOpriaton cunnnitee
Maxine Bell, R Jerome - and
swapped bred camments witly
her as the
Kenmpthorne
plan tor over
coming, o S200
millian deficnt
unfolded

But  wiule
other legisla
tors had been
wandenipe all
day it Kemp
thorne wondd

actually ash
for &ty Sen. Dean
INCiedse sn Cameron

catly o the
seaston. Cameton alicads hnew
betoge the speedh began

He had just returned tom
quack top ta the
oftice shorthy betore t
1he State apeech The
told him he would call 1
CONt et 0 the stare’s
sales s for thiee vears and a 24
cent luhe i the cotrent 2> cent
a-pack ararerte Ly

The anpowcement cathe ust
after the Assaviated Laspavers
of Idabo made public o sunves o
SERY Fdabio tesidents detenmiming

prvent ot Idabis vorers

ot s tay ks

Chameron vtio o consestenty
opposed Wiy Has B ses
the downtuen bewan some 18

e

months aga, prased Kempthore
Tor taheng the dillicadt standd
=10 tahes quute a Lot of Goncage

1o stand up aod deliver oo mes
s Bike Be did,” Canteron sad

Democrats were elatesd tha
Kempthorne made the recon
mendation = amd ane especatly
becanse e followed het predic
ton

“1 think Kemprhorne will

sound more the o Democtat
tonight,”  Senate Moy
Leader Wendy  Jaquet, D

Ketchum, had said during the
sfternoon,

Proase sro TAX. Puge &0

Flu claims
more lives
among elderly

The Associated Press _

CHICAG
advent of a
ago, flwre

- Despite the
cine four devades
ed deaths in the
United St have risen draman.
cally since the 1970, and influen.
za now claims more lives cach
year than AIDS, rescarchers sav.

The rising death toll is attnb-
uted largely to the nation’s grow-
ing number of elderly people,
who are especially vulnerable to
the flu.

Piease see FLU., Page A4
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Tomomm Moslly sunny skios, mild temperatures and light

winds. Lows in the lower 40s.

Tonlqm' Mostly clear with aroas of log possibla. Lows inthe

upper tegons 10 lower 20s.

Tomerrow: Mostly sunny skies, mild temparatures and fight

winds. Lows in the upper 40s.

IDAHO'S FORECAST - b

SUN VALLEY, SURROUNDING MTS.

TWIN FALLS FORECAST

Today: Mild, dry and tranquil weather pravalls for another
. day. Highs lower 40s with sunny fo mostly sunny skieg.
Tonlghl Mosny cloar with areas of log posstble. Lows lowor

BURLEY/RUPERT FORECAST
Today' Mild, sunny and very nice. Highs in'tha middlo 40s.

The next coupie of daya will continue to be abeoluts

B booutiut. Skios wil bo mostly cloar and temparaturos

c00l. Thora may bo & low anow

moat of the showora wil slay just to the south.

Today Highs 2810 40 Tonlght's Lows-8 10 4 *
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BOISE with clouds increasing on

ursday. Tho chance of showors is
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chanco on Thu
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FBI calls off search amld doubts about tlpster

\\ ASHINGTON (z\l’) - The

rch Tuesday {nr five men
after determining o tipster's
inforntation was {.ul\z underscor-
ing the povernment's dilemma in
deciding whether to publicize

information about a potential
terrorist threat.

If the FBI keeps what it knows
secret — even if that information
is tenuous as in the case of the
five men - it runs the risk of
being blamed if something hap-

pens later. Yet if nothing occurs
after many warnings, the public
can become complacent or skepti-
cal.

“I don't have 1o tell you about
the boy who cried wolf,” said
Michael Tigar, an American

Umvcrsuy

Kempthorne

in criminal law. "Anybody who is
in charge of the security of a
country or a city or a person has
to make judgments about what
are real and what are unreal
threats.”

Tax

Continued from A1

Still, bath Jaquet and her coun-
terpart in the Senate - Sen. Clint
Stennett, D-Ketchum they
will resing asales tax increase,
especially one as high as what
Kempthorne,  recommends,
Because it is a regressive tax that
hurts the most vulnerable.

“Ldon't think where (the gover-
nar) is proposing to get the
money is from the right place,”
Stennett said. “Let's look at
sales tax exemprions fiest,™

Stennctt, along with & number
of lawmakers from both parties,

Transfer

have suggested for months that
certain services should be added
to the list of things the state
taxes under sales. But many say
threc months isn't long enough
t0 determine which ones should
be taxed. On Monday a blue rib-
bon committee appointed by the
gnvernor recommended a 1-per-
cent hike with o sunset clause
while another committee hguru
out which current exemptions
should be taxed.

But Jaquet and Stennett also
pointed out that a sales tax
increase at this point in time
appears to them to be nothing
more than a tax shift from the
middle class income tax. It has

been two years since lawmakers
voted in a tax break that took
about $58 million from the state
coffers.

After the speech, Kempthorne
cven went so far as to threaten
the veto stamp if lawmakers
cross him. And Stennett was
jubilant as he counted up seven
Democrats in the Senate who
would support Kempthorne's
vetoes,

“All I would need then is five
ves from the other side
n a veto,” he said.

However, Stennett pointed out
that Kempthorne has a record
for nut holding to previous bold
statements. He referred to

Kempthorne's recommendation
in 2000 that the 1ax relief be
temporary but then he buckled
when legislators insisted on mak-
ing permanent the almost $100
million in breaks and incentives.

Conservative Republicans
from Magic Valley were clearly
disturbed a(mr the speech, but
they d their

in the sales tax.

But the task force also called
for a special panel to assess
revamping the sales tax com-
pletely by paring down or
eliminating the exemptions
that now cover over half of the
more than $35 billion in trans.
actions that occur annually in
Idaho. That could generate
ecnough money to permit the
rate to be lowered to 4 cents.

Kempthorne said that with-
out the additional revenue,
further deep cuts would have
to be made in education sup-
port, health care, economic
1

Rep. Leon Smith, R-Twin Falls,
came closest to expressing what
many had said earlier.

“I think the lines are drawn in
the sand,” Smith said. “There
are an awful lot of people who
campaigned on not raising taxes.
1 think it's going to be a very
long session.”

velop state parks nat-
ural resource protection and
nearly every other area of
Rovernment.

“I'm not willing to do that,”
he declared. “This would be
devastating to Idaho and none
of us were elected to climinate
the core services we provide to
our citizens.”

He proposed offsetting part
of the tax increase with what

d to be an

Contlnued from A1
acenmmaodate all requests,

“The ramifications are mind.
bogling.” Superintendent Terrell
Doncht sud.

It is feared that the Law could
npen up a floodgate of parent
requests to tramsfer their students
10 the district’s two most affluent
elementary schonls: Momingside
and Sawtooth. Fortunately
trict officials, the law prov
cretion, allowing them to spread
out transfers among various
schoals.

In addinen, as the Liw is writ
ten, certain students have prionity
1 transfers - namely, those

demonstrating the greatest acade-
mic need as well as those with the
lowest incomes. The resulting lists

Vi names of students
ording to need.

But again, if all parents request
to depart from “failing” schools,
regardless of where students fall
on the list, the district must honor
all requests,

‘The fact that nearly all Harrison
and Perrine parents chose 10 keep
their children put probably stems
from thu reason that the two
amed the “failing™ label

ace. Rather than use
ment data from
the entire student body, only a
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small segment was cunsidund
Title 1 students, whose family
incomes, generally speukmg falt
below the poverty level

While Title 1 students tended
to perform below acceptable lev.
els, the overall student bodies ut
Harrison and Perrine still tested
above average on statewide stan.
dardized tests.

The aiteria have since expand-
«d beyond Title 1 students. From
now on, schools will be labeled ay
failing based upon test scores of
their entire student bodies.

Madsen, executive director of
the Magic Valley Arts Council,
said she no longer is requesting a
transfer, preferring not to uproot
her daughter in the middle of the
school year. Donicht said he
would make available for Madsen
either Bickel or Lincoln elemen-
tary schools, the objective being
1o keep school enroliments as bat-
anced as possible,

* Shocks
* Front End

There is a limit to parental
choice, and that's good, Donicht
said. Allowing an onslaught of stu-
dents to transfer to Morningside
or Sawtooth could immediately
overwhelm those schools, quickly
turning them into “failing™
schools themselves, he said.

The situation also underscores
the district’s need to develop a
policy to accommodate transfer
requests under No Child Left
Behind, Donicht said. But devel-
oping a policy at this point is
tricky. Many of the ugulnuons
remain vague, and much remains
unknown of the 1,200-page law.

District officials say they hope
that enough will be known by the
end of the current school year to
develop sufficient polides crafted
around No Child Left Behind.

TimesNews writer Robert Maver
can be reached at 735-3231 or viz o
mail at rmayer@magic valley.com.
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pp
of the grocery credit on the
state income tax. That is now
$35 per person.

Details of the entire package
will not be released until
Thursday's budger message.

But lawmakers have seen
the governor lay out solid leg
islative and fiscal programs
during his first four-year term
only to see him decline to bat-
tle vigorously for them and
concede the initiative to the
Legislature.

Many say they will wait for a
month to see if Kempthorne is
really committed to his pack-
age

The tax increases raise more
cash than needed to cover the
impending deficit. But the gov-
ernor said he also wanted to
restore about $80 million for
college campus construction
that was diverted earlier this
year to balance the past and
current budgets.

He also called for restora-
tion of the Promise
Scholarship for Idaho high
school students attending the
first two years of college to
$250 a semester. It was cut to
$200 as another budget balanc-
ing move.

“I have labored with all of
the options and have come to
the conclusion that in erder to
maintain - not expand, but

maintain - the core services to -

our citizens, it will require
additional revenue,” he said.

“It is in the darkest hours
that the brightest stars shine
brighter,” the governor said,
“And now is the time for Idaho
to shine.”

* Rales the 5 percont sales tax to '
G.Smmem'ummbeon'
ning on July 1, raising an estimat":
©d $240 million & yeer. AN the " -

* Raise the 2Bcentapack oga .
rette tax to 62 cents with all the -+
money going to the generst tran-
sury.

* Expand lo credit idaho Income  *
tampayers receive against thelr tax *
liability to compensate for sales *
tax paid on food. Tha credit wouid !
meraasehnms‘zomSZSouper
20n for most individuals and
mmSJSVmwhdunms.n
would also be made availabie even .
o residents who donot fle tax ~ *
retums. "
* Freazs the siate’s unempioy
ment insurance tax to prevent a
$48 milion tax hike on business - .
this year and $70 million the next ..
yeur.

Education v
* Restors the $80 miltion dvenel
from college campus building cort”™
struction to balance the current
and past budgets. )
. Whﬁmﬁum“,
for eligible idaho high school grad- |
uates to $250 a semester from .,
the reduced $200 this past fall. |,
* Team up with the Abertson




amessae. the newly
winted majority, leader, rgg
lfwr the Senate approved the
benefits
?ldnu lrum Democrats {t
Across the
Cnpitol. Spenker J. Dennis
Haustert said the House would
cléar the meas\ui; for President
Bush’s signature in a day or two,
assuring no disruption of benefits
for those currently receiving

The Senate acted on
first day in session since the
November elections in which
Bush led fellow Republicans to
control of both houses. For his
part, the president was in G-niam
di the day, outlining a
billien econolnic package he
hopes lawmakers will enact later
in the year.

Bush's mlls for new tax cuts, as
well as additional anti-terrorism
measures and spending bills to
cover the cost of a military
buildup in the Persian Gulf, will
likely wait for weeks or months
while the new 108th Congress
organizes its committees for
action.

Except for the brief debate
- ayer unemployment in the Scnate

and the promise of action in the

House, Tuesday was a day for the

winners of last fall's elections to

savor their victories, and for an

Pelosi takes
Democratic
House reins

WASHINGTON  (AP) -
Wherever Nancy Pelosi went
Tuesday, the words “first woman™
and a standing ovation, or several,
followed.

The San Francisco Democrat
formally became her party’s
leader in the House of
Representatives, the first woman
to lead a party caucus in either
house of Congress.

“There are times and days we
will never forget, where we fecl
we are part of history,” Rep.
Richard Gephardt, D-Mo., the
man Pelosi replaced as leader,
said at Pelosi’s ceremonial swear-
ing in. “This time, this day, is one
of those days.”

The first woman to be nominat-
ed for Speaker of the House,
Pelosi gamnered 201 votes against
Republican J. Dennis Hasterr,
who received 228 votes. The vote
was a f(ormality since the
Republicans hold the majority
and the party in power always
chooses the speaker.

Pelosi, 61 and a pmduc: of a

mMm-murm,mmmdwmmwwmmunmmmm.
Laery E. Cralg, Ridaha., right, sfter the opening session of the 108th Congress, Tuesday, on Captot Hill,

unusually large crop of Jeaders to
celebwate their own successes - all
in a style of informality.
TThus;hRep. T}t;m DeLay.ﬂR
exas, the new House Majority
Leader and known

:ih: House floor during opening

].n the Senate, Vice President
Dick Cheney administered the
oath of office to senators in small
groups, as is the custom. Among
them were 14 who won their first
terms last November, enough to
give the GOP a 51-49 majority.
They mcluded Sen. Elizabeth
Dale of North Carolina, was
escorted down the center aisle by
her husband, former Senate
Mujomy Leader Bob Dole of

Dule s successor as GOP leader,
Trent Lott of Missis<ippi, sat in a
third row seat during the proceed-

ings, having lost his leadership
post in an uproar over racially
charged remarks at a birthday
party for former Sen. Strom
Thurmond.

It was Frist, a heart surgeon
who entered politics less than a
decade ago, who entered the
Senate chamber as the new
majority leafler. “I am convinced
that we wnll [md . common
ground to bridge this aisle
between us,” he said.

Standing a few feet away,
Senate Democratic Leader Tom
Daschle replied, “I have little

" doubt that we will be led well and

we will be led fairly.”

But moments later, Frist sought
swift passage of the unemploy-
ment legislation — and Democrats
quickly accused Republicans of
shortchanging one million jobless
men and women whose benefits
have already expired.

The measure, estimated to cost

0 -

Housa Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calll., holds her grandchlidren on the
floor of the Capitol Tuesday befors belng swom Into office. Rep. Joe Baca, D-

Callf., sits next to her.

“We will need to test our imagi-
nations,” Pelosi said. “We need to
govern in new ways beyond the
simplistic labels of left and right.”

She pledged that Democrats
would stand with Republicans on
national security issues. On other
issues, she said Democrats “will
find common ground when we
can and stand our ground when
we must.”

She pressed the Democrats®
alternative to Prcsxdcm Bush's

political family from B
emphasized her abilities over her
gender; still, she could not help
bul bnsk in the history she was

economic 1 e as
more generous to working fami-
lies.

Hastert also praised Pelosi for
being the first woman leader.

“Now that this glass ceiling has
been broken, I trust she won't be
the lost,” Hastert said.

The only mild note of discord in
her first day on the job came dur-
ing the vote for speaker. Four
conservative Democrats, all white
Southerners, did not vote for
Pelosi because they consider her
100 liberal. Reps. Ralph Hall of
Texas, Ken Lucas of Kentucky
and Charles Stenholm of Tex:
voted present. Rep. Gene Taylor
of  Mississippi voted for
Pennsylvania Rep. John Murtha.

*1 voted my constituency,” Hall
said. “I went to her and told her |
couldn’t vote for her.”

Health care spendmg Jjumps in 2001

WASHINGTON - Americans'
health care spending soared 8.7
percent in 2001, the biggest
increase in a decade, as prices
surged for everything from pre-
scription drugs to hospital stays.

The nation’s health care bud-
get jumped to $1.4 trillion, up
from $1.3 trillion in 2000. The
numbers mean health care
spending averaged about $5,035
per person, according to the
report issued by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid.

The report, done annually (o
examine private and public sec-
tor spending, appears in the
January/February issue of the
journal Health Affairs.

The report’s authors said the
nation was feeling the effects of
the recession, which followed
months of growth and record
cmploymem where many compa-
nies offered lucrative:benefit

' packages to Jure workers.,

‘eﬂym mups sue EPA

menulywp-ﬂlednmwy
speking to force the Bush admin-
istration to tighten its new emis-

Natlon In brief

sions standards for snowmobiles
and other off-road vehicles.

The * groups, Bluewater
Network and Environmental
Defense, want the Environ-men-
tal Protection Agency to revise
its standards to require even
greater emissions reductions to
be phased-in through 2012,

Former governor says Bush

1s gullty of class warfare

WASHINGTON - President
Bush’s proposed tax cuts favor
wealthy Americans, former New
York Gov. Mario Cuomo said
Tucsday as he kicked off a spcak
ing tour aimed at helping revive
Democrats after last November's
election setbacks. -

“Class warfare? He declared
the war,” Cuomo said at the
National Press Club, “He said,
‘We're going to givc all the
money to the rich.™

Cuome, who is pushing the
Democra Pnng to sharpen its
difference with the GOP on

as tax cuts, declared:
“We're not the ones who started

the war. We're just dd«.ndm
ourselves against his attack.”

DJs fool Venezuelan leader

with tapes of Fidel Castro

MIAMI - Two radio hosts
known for playing pranks on the
air called Venezuela's president
and used tape recordings of Fidet
Castro to get him to believe he
was talking to the Cuban leader.

Venezuelan  Information
Minister Nora Uribe confirmed
Tuesday that the call occurred.
She said President llugu Chavez

*“caught on and hung up.”

But a recording provided by
the Cuban-American radio
announcers has Chavez, who is
struggling to end a month-old
national strike by opponents,
talking for about two minutes,
He happily answered what he

ought would be a friendly call
Monday morning from Castro,
one of his closest allies.

On the other end of the line
isc jockeys Joe

along with a few expletives.
~ comnpiled from wire reports

bllﬁ.

$7.2 billion, would renew a pro-
gram of 13 weeks of federal bene-
fits for jobless workers who have
exhausted their 26 secks of state
benefits. The 13-week program
expired on Dec. 28, but adminis-
tration officials say the benefits
can continue uninterrupted as
long as Bush signs legislation to
renew them by Thursday. An esti-
mated 750,000 people are affect.
ed, plus an additional 2.5 million
who are expected to become eligi-
ble for the federal assistance
before the program extension
expires on June 1.

Sen. Hillary Clinton of New
York and other Democrats initial-
ly delayed the bill's passage,
demanding a vote on an alterna-
tive that would alse grant
increased benefits to one million
jobless men and women who have
already exhausted their 26 secks
of state benefits and 13 weeks of
federal benefits.

House weakens
ethics rules on
lobbying, travel

WASHINGTON  (AP) -
Undoing their own strict ethics
rules Tuesday, Republicans
pushed changes through the
House that would make it casier
for lobbyists to send boaes of
pizza and buckets of chicken to
congressional  offices. The
changes also would allow chari-
i wmakers free travel
18 at resorts.

The changes by the majnrity
Republican leadership caught
Democrats by surprise and
ignored the House cthues com-
mittee’s warnings against skirt-
ing the spirit of ethical conduct.

The change in the pershable
food provision legalized the very
1ype of scheme in the ethics
panel’s warning last November

The rules changes, which
apply to House members and
their stafis, passed on a party.
line vore 221-203. A Demncratic
effort to k llu resolutian was

chubhum had imposett a
series of strict ethics rules after
taking over the House in 1995,
following 40 vears of Democranic
control and numerous eth.
investigations.

“Republicans believe they
have such @ safe and sccurity
majority they want to undo some
of the significant strides,” said
Rep. Martin Frost, D-Texas.
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Western conservatives

win committee battle

WASHINGTON  (AP) E

ding
the House committee with juris-
diction over vast expanses of
Western land, got their way
Tuesday as the New Jersey

Rnpubucan in line for thc job -

d he was

Several Western Republicans
had protested that Saxton may
not appreciate how Resources

ittee decisions affect iurm- .
ers, ranchers and rural communi.
ties in the West. And he has fre.
quently sided with cnvnmnmcnml
g;lvups. Indudmg voting against

his name from competition.

The decision by Rep. Jim
Saxton, R-N.J., cleared the way
for several congressmen with
more conservative records who
want to head the House

.. for a long
time that a person like Jim
Saxton would be unwelcome to a
lot of the Republicans on the
commmee because he’s too mod-
erate,” said Dave Alberswerth, a
pubhc lands specialist with the
Wilderness Society,

Saxten, whe was in line to
become the Resources chairman
based on seniority, instead
accepted an offer from House
lcaders to lead a new Armed
Services subcommittee oversee:
ing terrorism, unconventional
threats and capabilities issues -
areas he has been active In since
the 1980s.

“I have no qualms whatsoever
about the choice 1 made 10 do
this,” Saxton said. “There was a
great deal of discussion about
where 1 could serve best.
Together we all concluded this
was the best thing for me todo.”

in Alaska’s Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge.

“Jim's a good friend and a
great guy, but he doesn’t live in
the West and may not under-
stand some of the issucs,” Rep.
Chris Cannon, R-Utah, said Ias:
month.

Saxton’s decision is expected to
help Rep. John Duncan of
Tennessee or Rep. Elton Gallegly
of California, the most senior
Republicans on the committee
following Saxton. The
Republican Steering Committee
is expected to vote on committee
chairmen today.

Duncan is seen as having more
involvement in  Resources
Committee |ssu- and is the
frontrunner. has made a
push in rece ks, sending
members a briefing book on his
positions and work on land
tssues,

Rep. Richard Pembo, o
California rancher and favarite of
land-use groups, has also moum-
ed a bold bid for the chairman-
ship and won support fron sever-
al Western members despite
being a junior member of the
commitice.

U.S. sends Iraq battle
staff to Persian Gulf

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
U.S. military command that
would run a war against fraq is
dispatching much of its battle
staffl 1o a Persian Gulf base
equipped to coordinate a large:
scale land, sea and air war, offs
cials said Tuesday.

Amid an accelerating butdup
of U.S. troops in the Gulf region,
the command post at Camp As
Savliyah in Qutar is bemg read-
ied 10 case President Bush
decides that malitary force 1s
needed to disarm Irag’s Saddam
Hussein,

A senior official who discussed
the matter on condition of
smonymity said the movement of
Central Command battle plas
ners, which began this week,
does ot mean that war
Irag 15 unmineot or uu\ll
The official said the move s a
NECessary step to prepare the
mihtary an case Bush gives the
po-ahead

Last nonth, the commander of
U.S. Central Commuand, Gen
Tommy Franks, oversasw an
extensive computer-based eaer
cise at As Savlivah that many
viewed as g tune-up for o owar
teainst Iraq. Franks saad the
exercise venfied technnlogies
that would enable hum to coards-
nate with air, ground and naval
conmmandersan the regon

In related matters Tuesday

* Concerned about puhlic
opimon, Turkish politicaans are
waffling on earlier expressions
of support for U_S. war plans
apainst Irag, dimming prospects
for opening a northern front
against President Saddam
Hussein, according to diplomars
and analysis.

Diplomats and abservers have
blamed the delays on planned
U.S. forces buildups in Turkey
on the ruling Justice and

Development Pasts The parns 1
routed moan Ilanise movement
whose government was toreed
out hy the mulitany in 1997 hue
A has been caper to displas wall
IBENess to conpetate with the
mubstary and Tushes's tiadstional
allies, Atrer carhier expresssons
of fnendstap and suppot. how
ever, the newlh mieted fusnce
and Development overnment
has made steadily more contus
me public statements about
cooperating with o US ouine
agamnst liag

* Brnamn ordered a task Torce
ab ships and 3,000 Roval Marines
to head toward the Potapm Gult
and mobilized 1500 teserse sol
dices Tiesdny

France, which s sesisted
Washingnon's touzh b on Trag.
pave s clearest sienvet it
would partiicguate 1o malitars
action b Bachdad dues not el
WATE WCApOns  preciams
Presdent Jucques Chirae told
French troops ta be propated tn
deplovment

o UNCarms experts ised b
copters for the ot
Luesdav o thenr search 1ot
banned weapons, wlule maped
tors on the ground Vst d

leastsix sites ancludina o mrsstle
tactary and a cancer sescarch
center

* Ao Tuesdus, g telews
son separted Saddam Hussein's
comments s meetinu wath mal
iary commandees o day canlier
i swhich he reneved warmmnis
that any force that attached g
watld Face tormidable oppos
ton He sard Trag was aomodern
country, not i Alchastan with
o organzed delense

“leag s ditferent trom
Afghansstan It v a nich coun
he told the vommanders
“Your country s an organized
and stable connty




A4 TinesNews, Twko Fal, aho  Wednesdey, amary 8, 2003

NATION

Proposals differ widely In focus of tax rellef - = -

The Urban Institute-Brookings Institution Tax Policy Center released its protiminary 0
Democratic

the potential impact of the Bush tax pian and the " :
The fallowing is a breakdown of the share of overall savings that each Income group would recaive. o

25% 20 15 10

comparison
econormic propoasl that was releesed Monday.

SOURCE: Urban Inatitute-Brookings institution Tax Policy Cantar

Bush proposal is a collection
of $1,000 offers, more or less

By Calvin Woodward
Assoclated Press writer

WASHINGTON - Whatever
their merits, President Bush’s
proposals to strengthen the econ-
omy add up to a grand plan, in at
least one sense. If passed, they'll
be worth about a grand in many
peaple’s pockets.

Bush's proposals essentially
turn an evolving series of tax cuts
into a quick payoff, a bit like an
imstant.win, seratch-off ticket.
But making taxes lower faster
comes at a price that people
could end up paying in a multi-
tude of ways - a school that
duesn™t get built, o road that
docsn’t get fixed, a state income
tax that rises  make up the dif.
ference.

For now, the bottom line would
be tax cuts fur most people who
Pay taxes.

And for many, the value of
those savings would be in the
neighborhood af $1.0600.

Specifically:

Bush

* The typical family of four,
with two working parents, would
get $1,100 in tax relief in a year,
the administration says. That
family is defined as having com-
bined income of $39,000.

® Almost the same savings -
$1,122 - would go 1o & married
couple with two children eaming
$75,000, the administration says.

® The child tax credit would
reach $1,000 this year, double
what it was worth a few years ago
and up $400 from last year.

That's more than enough
money 1o pay the food bills for a
toddier in a lower-income family.
IUs just enough to cover the typi-
cal clothing bills for a welltodo
wenager.

In a new feature, even families
too poor to pay taxes could get a
per-child check for up to S400
under the plan.

* Eliminating the federal tax
on stock dividends would chiefly
henelin the wealthy and the
elderly - those with money to
invest in the market. The admin-

istration says the average savings
for an elderly person who gets
dividend income would be $936.

That average, however, masks
huge differences.

Citizens for Tax Justice, a lib-
eral group whose statistical
analyses are respected by main.
stream economists, said someonc
making up to $44,000 would save
no more than $27. Someone mak-
ing $147,001 to $356,000 would
save over $1,300 under the analy-
sis.

The proposal, the most expen-
sive in Bush's plan, does not do
anything for many people's
prime retirement accounts,
Dividends are already protected
from taxes in 401(k) accounts
and similar retirement holdings.

All this and more would come
at a cost to individuals that is
impossible 1o quantify but may
be no less real than the benefits.

The estimated cost of Bush’s
plan is $674 billion over a
decade - equivalent to $2,400
from every adult and child in the
country.

Continued from A1

measure that would be far too
expensive. Breaux predicted that
Bush would not be able to even
Karner 51 votes in the Senate to
pass the measure, much less 60
votes, if the proposal were sub.
jected to g Democratic fili-
buster.

House Republicans, Bush's
most dependable followers,
vowed passage of his plan.
"W find the ways anid means
o steer it through commattee,”
sard Rep. Mark Foley (Flao, a
member af the taxwnting Ways
and Means Committee

Bush Toesday sent o dear sig:

Flu

nal that he s not going to limit
his policies because of the threat
of long-term deficits.

He also made clear that the
$1.35 trillion 2001 tax cut was
just the beginning of plans to
reduce taxes.

Bush, in a specch with flour-
ishes of populist rhetoric, used
the language of supply-side
cconomists, who argued in the
1950~ that tax cuts would actual-
Iy increase government receipts,
Bush said his proposals “lay the
groundwork for future growth
and {uture prosperity. That
growth will bring the added ben-
efit of higher revenues fer the

government - revenues that will
keep tax rates low, while fulfill-
ing key obligations.”

According to an analysis of
Bush’s proposals Tuesday by the
Urban Institute and the
Brookings Institution, the admin-
istration plan overwhelmingly
benefits the wealthy. Bill Gale, a
Brookings vconomist, said that
Americans carning more than $1
million would see their after-tax
income increase by $88,873 on
average, or 3.9 percent. Those
carning below $40,000 would
have average aftertax increases
in income of 0.1 percent to 1.0
percent.

Continued from A1

Only about 63 percent of older
people get vacanated, and the
annual shots do not protect aging
mmune systems as well as they
do younger ones,

Fhe US. death toll surged four-
told from 16,263 in 1976.77 t0
6468410 199899, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
1eported. Flu deaths now average

about 36,000 a year, up from
20,000 in previous estimates, the
CDC said.

Health and Human Services
Sceretary Tommy Thompson said
the news “that influenza may be
taking an even larger toll than we
have realized™ underscores the
importance of flu shots, especial-
Iy for older people.

The study  appears in

Wednesday's Journal of the
American Medical Association.
While drug breakthroughs in
the mid-1990 helped tame AIDS
and reduce the U.S, death toll
from 51,000 in 1995 10 about
15,000 in 2001, the main weapon
doctors I i
- have proven disappointingly
ineffective in the most vulnerable
population, people 65 and older.
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drop of

" and-red communist slogan

carried’ by: Sout Korea’

Ynnlw "

nhinm the US. State.

that the United States is w% -
ut

to talk to North Korea b
make

h lnundons, no argument
North Korean

But Nonh Korea's rhetoric,
fbadcast to the world thro
Kocean Central News

t.
Snncticns mean a wur. and
b war knows no mercy,” the
CNA, monitored In Seoul,
&.hn:d Tuesday.

Police find

,..

praking in Chicago
if ipolicy. “We have no aggres- -

poison traces

not

with North Korea as a useful
vehicle for resolving serious
tssues,

To follow up on the trilateral
talks that began Monday, Scuth
Korea'’s national security advis-
er, Yim Sung-joon, left for
Wi on ly 10 meet
his U.Ss. counterpart,
Condoleezza

ih London, arrest six

LONDON -- Police said Tuesday

l‘ty found traces of ricin - a dead-
1§ poison twice as potent as cobra

- in a north London apart-

ent and arrested six men of
African origin in connection

the virulent toxin that has
ld'-:;dn linked to al-Qaida terrorists
ondnn police said material
ized at a flat in the Wood Green
igh on Sunday had test-
positive Tuesday for traces of
& toxin, tiny amounts of which
ph kill an adult. There is no anti-

ofe.

Prime Minister Tony Blair,
praking to a meeting of British
Inbassadors, said the find high-
Itghts the threat posed by
weapons of mass destruction.

+Ricin (pronounced RICE- in) is
derived from the castor bean
plant, which is grown around the
World. The poison is relatively
sy 10 produce, and Andy
Qppenheimer, a chemical and bio-
logical weapons expert at Jane's
Tervorism and Security Monitor,
sid its presence in London did
b necessarily indicate a connec-
tipn to any outside group or coun-
KU.

Hus plummets off a cliff
18 central Mexico, kills 17
EXICO CITY - A bus with
fgiling brakes swerved off a moun-
Iughway and into a deep
ine in Zacatecas state, killing
17 pcoplc and injuring more than
2D others.
-The bus was carrying about 40
pepple from Tlaltenango down a
tlolane highway en route to the
1@wn of Jalpa, said Hector Cortez,
catecas state spokesman.

: Just before 10 a.m. Monday, dri-
ver Gustavo Perez tried to steer
hu aging bus around a sharp
curve when the vehicle's brakes
fdiled, causing the bus to careen
off the road and topple into a 750
{got valley, Cortez said.

Hijackers take plane
carrying pligrims to Mecca

KABUL, Afghanistan - An
Afghan nes plane carrying
Muslim pilgrims was hijacked on
Tuesday, but the incident ended
alter the plane landed in the
United Arab Emirates and all
aboard were reportedly safe, the

id.

+All the hijackers were d

World In briet

Najimyar, president of Ariana air-
lines, the Afghan national carrier.

The plane was canrying pilgrims
on their way to Mecca, Saudi
Arnbia, with a scheduled stopover
in Dubai,

An official characterized the
incident as a bomb scare rather
than a hijacking and said the
plane landed at a military air
base.

Rare moss frults for the
first time In 130 years

LONDON - For more than 130
years, the rare Nowell’s moss
found on old limestone walls in
northwest England has not been
known to fruit and the plant has
been listed as an endangered
species.

But scientists said Tucsday they
have found tiny brown cigar-
shaped spores on a patch of the
moss on a wall at Penyghent Hill
in the undulating Yorkshire Dales
- the first time since 1866 that the
moss is known to have repro-
duced.

Scientists from’ the University
of Bradford and the Natural
History Museum are now study-
ing the plant's molecular and
genetic makeup to find ways to
protect it from further decline.
They are also investigating the
mites that have been damaging
the plants by eating the female
sex organs.

Alleged al-Qalda message:
9/11 helped Islamic cause

CAIRO, Egypt - An e-mail pur-
portedly from an al-Qaida chief,
posted on a Web site Tuesday,
says Americans should be killed
and that Sept. 11 helped the cause
of Islam.

The 150-word message -
allegedly from Ayman al-Zawahsi,
Osama bin Laden’s top deputy -
was posted on the Islamic affairs
site of a lawyer who spent time in
prison with al-Zawahn.

In Washington, U.S. intelligence
officials said it was plausible the
message was from al-Zawahri, but
lhl:y could not be certain.

Al-Zawahri, an Egyptian, is bin
Laden's doctor and spiritual advis-
er. Both he and bin Laden have
recently Asmed audm statements
that d ican officials

from the plane after it touched
d'awn in Dubai, said Khatil Ahmad
.

lhr:ymuhvennd atlarge.
- compiled from wire reports
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to freeze .
Pyongyang's nnr.lenr weapons

still control lary

parts of the country.

. The. 380 soldiers and 36 om-
cers'of the 5th barealion

rifles
emony at their Kabul training
ground, watched over by U.S.
-Army officers who run the 10-
week basic

courses,
Afghan leaders have said they
want a force of 70,000 whhin
two years, nhhough foreign
sponsors say that could take five
years or more.
Another 600 soldiers, compris-
ing the 6th b are cur-

rently being trained.

President Hamid Karzal’s gov-
ernment holds little influence
outside Kabul, while the rest of
the country is controlled by
local warlords who

al army will represent all of

their own private militias.
Speaking to graduates,
Defense Minister Mohammed
Fahim called the army’s forma-
tion a “greater step toward the
development™ of Afghanistan,
which is recovering from two
decades of war.
“We should make use of this
situation to reconstruct our
—country, because if we do not
reconstruct at this time, the
next generation will ask us why,
when war was over, we did not
do so0,” Fahim said.

The force suffered in its early
days from a high dropout rate
because of low recruits were
paid just $30 a month, although

attrition has leveled off. Pay

Cpr o J Afghanistan’s major ethnic
iglo g groups and help smooth over
Dd”m‘u,‘,,k,” tribal divisions that have splin-

tered the country and, frequent-
Ly, sparked bloody fighting.

No precise breakdown of the
new battalion’s ethnicity was
given, but recruits were drawn
from the Pashtun group domi-

Mohanmned Fahim called
the arnry’s formation a
* ‘greater step tosrard the

(/t‘u’/oplll!lll'({f nant in Afghanistan's south, as

! . Sy well as Tajiks who dominated
Nihanistan, which is the northern alliance before it
/mwillg/m”l faro overthrew the Taliban with the
help of a U.S. bombing cam-

devades of war: paign in November 2001. Other

soldiers were from the Hazara
and Uzbek minorities.
Mohammad Afzal, a 28-year.
ald Tajik, said the ning had
gone far bevond the basic moun-

increases to $70 a month after
graduation.
U.S. officials hope the nation-

Afghan Defense Mlnlml Gen. Mohammad Fahim, left, revlews soldlers during the graduation parade of the 5th mm .-
fon of the Afghanistan National Army In the miiitary cademy compound on Tuesday In Kabul, Afghanistan,

tain fighting he learned as a for-
mer northem alliance er,

“Then we e just fighting
for our province, now we want
to defend all of Afghanistan,”
said Afzal, who is from the
nonhcuslurn province  of
Parvan,

Fahim, the defense minister
who is an ethnic Tajik, has been
accused of attempting to retiin
Tajik dominance over the force
and refusing to hand over
Defense Ministry weapons to
the national army

The United States has provid.
ed the troops with amitorms and
ather basic equipment, while
plans call for more weapons to
be donated from tnrmer Suviet
Bloc countries

What Do

YOU Want!

d Moblll&-"wl. Calling?
Bonus Night & Weekand Minutes?

Want a FREE Phone?
3,000 Night & Weekend Minutes?
Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile?

NO Activation Fees?

tong
More Anytime Minutas?
Month NO Access Charge!

* The number of gtons You My Choose Gepends on the rale puan you seiect

Ericsson 1228

Make the Switch

Customized Rate Plans

FREE!

When you sign up

for select rate plans

$29.99 and higher.

- -—— [ want unlimited
mobile-to-maohile
calling and the
freedomoal s

1-vear contract,

‘ YOURedge

What Do YOU want?

Justtell us what you want.
We'll put together the right plan for YOU.

Switch to Edge Wireless
from one of our competitors &
recelve 200 bonus minutes
with your trade-in phone!

® Flexible & Dynamic Promotions to Fit You

It's wireless service made-to-order.
We call it YOURedge.

® Wireless Your Way

:'; Opening Soon RIS
EE ) Twin Fote Burtey Jarome dc % :
g Sumwndefi by Vt'nh.xge and Charm ﬁ?ﬁf‘m"h*‘fi‘;mﬁ.w i e oe WIRELESS® ATaT
S we will b‘ serving some of ; e T HERBI OF THE ATAT winaLES NETWORK Wireless  |®
Y | the salley’s tastiest ldnches from 11-3PM :
; and a special tea tima from 3-4:30Pm. rropre—, mere o morth a8 oy y Tou s e | ¢
. . . e Your B O ey :
2862 Addison Ave. East, Tt FallVor smery information oall 208.733-6039 :"‘ & p i ———
Locased as Kimberly Nurserses chte ol 1 g Bt Eqp y Wb yor el
! aEde g Ol soirs U310 Paaee . |:

BEGT AVAILASLE COPY




1
1
1
)

Page A-6

EDITORIAL

Twin Falls flights can’t
prosper with empty seats

win Falls airline

passengers should

note Big Sky

Airlines’ decision

last week to ground
its Idaho Falls service.

‘The Montana-based airline
halted its Idaho Falls-Denver
route, less than three months
after it began, because traffic
failed to meet expectations.

The Big Sky

officials fear a “death spiral.”
Here’s the scenario: If too
many passengers choose
cheaper flights originating in
Boise or Salt Lake, SkyWest
may reduce service and raise
prices. This would encourage
even more local passengers to
drive to Boise or Salt Lake.
Ultimately, the airline could
halt service altogether.

The idea of

departure should Fowr : bringing in
serve as a warn- Our view: If local air another airline is
i\x;l;.;,l to M;xgic travelers want to a&p ealin g{,

£ travelers: : mpeti-
U;u cﬁ, urdlvx:s:r preserve the optlon (ior?usgeﬁ?erg?ly
‘I“hf: bus ness is of fiying from Twin Falls, henell;il; . ﬁ&:
down, airlines , p sumers. Bu -
may fly away for meyd better use it petition also can
gﬁ{;‘i’ccmbcr fig: What dﬂ you think? ;L”.fm;“x(n?n
ur h('w:id pas- Wewelcome viewpoints  today’s § r_alsj.ilc
i RS fromourreatersantis S T
airport dropped  and otherissues. plug on unprof-
for the second itable routes - as
straight  year. Big Sky did in
November 2002 recorded

2,305 boardings for SkyWest
Atrlines, compared with 2,449
in November 2001 and 2,985
in November 2000, Those
numbers amount to 6 percent
and 18 percent November
declines in the past two years,

SkyWest's five daily flights
to Salt Lake are an integral
part of the local economic
infrastructure. This connec-
tion to the Delta hub puts pas-
sengers into the flow of inter-
national traffic in less than an
hour. The quick hop to SLC
beats a four-hour drive on I-
hEN

The bip question is: How
can the area preserve its exist-
ing air service?

Local economic develop-
ment leaders make a strong
argument that recruitin, addi-
tional air serv is the
answer. Competition would
encourage better service and
cheaper rates, therehy entic-
ing more passengers. That's
why tocal officials want to
recruit Big Sky  service
buetween Twin Falls and Boise.

Without competition, local

1 why ‘Twin Falls' high-
est priority for now should be
preserving the air service we
do have. That suggests two
tactics:

® Take off from Twin:

Passengers should try to make

Twin Falls, not Salt Lake, the
origin of their Eastern flights.
Price is always a factor, but
the Twin Falls airport offers
unmatched convenience -
including proximity to home,
free parking, a smaller termi-
nal, and speedier security
checks,

® Keep landing fees ufford-
able: City and airport officials
should keep landing fees
attractive for regional air ser-
vice. They should resist any
urge to raise fees.

Local leaders may be right
about the value of recruiting
new serv Competition
could ignite a trend toward
mare passengers and cheaper
i entious
Ceonomy, communities such
as Twin Falls should concen-
trate first on keeping the air
service they already have.

‘TheTimes-News

Stephen Hartgen .

Clark Watworth ... ... Managing editor

Advertlsing dlrector

The members of the editorial board and writers of editarials are Steghen
7Hang:n, Clark Wnlworlh,ﬁSl:va Crump, David Cooper and Shelley Ridenour.

I Write to us

he Times-News wel-

comes letters from

readers on subjects
of public interest.
Because of space con-
straints, please limit let-
ters to 400 words.
Include your signature,
mailing address and tele-

phone number. Writers
who sign letters with false
names will be permanent-
ly barred from publication.
Letters may be brought to
our Twin Falls or Burley
office; mailed to P.O. Box
548, Twin Falls, ID
83303.

s the world waits for sd-
tion

strangest

m‘e a cordial chat with a former
sportswriter wearing a white
jumpsuit that looked like some-
thing from a “Star Trek” prop
closet, just down the hall from a
mockup of the spacecraft where
“the Elohim" first revealed
themselves to him.

But the weirdness of the
Raelians should not be allowed
1o obscure the wider mission
they share with other self-pro-
claimed pioneers on the human
genetic frontier — people who,
though cloaked in science
instead of sectarianism, foresee
remaking human beings in ways
that make the genesis of baby
Eve seem almost innocent.

Robert Lanza, for instance, a
vice president at Advanced Cell
Technology, called the Raelian
announcement “appalling,”
“irresponsible” and “a sad day
for science.” Yet Lanza, two
years ago, predicted that soon
we would not just be cloning
children but genetically souping
them up: “We're close to being
able to add 20 or 301Q points,
and an equivalent boost of their
muscle mass™ to embryos, he
<aid, adding. “Who among us
wouldn't say ‘yes? "

His boss at Advanced Cell
Technology, Michael West,
recently met with incoming
Senate majority leader Bill Frist
to promote his firm’s cloning
work.

In the past West has com-
plained bitterly about Rael, ask-
ing, “Why is Congress debating
this by talking to someone who
says he flies around in flying
saucers?”

he White House is seriously
I considering a proposal to

cede the FBI's counterter-
rorism function to a new agency
similar to MIS, the British domes-
tic spy agency. The idea scares
almost evervone who has actuaily
been involved in investigating
terrorism, and with good reason.

A domestic spy agency would
mean a retum to the years when
the FBL under J. Edgar Hoover,
investigated citizens simply for
subscribing to leftist publicaliuns
or for speaking out against the
government. It was all done in the
name of intelligence gathering,
an amorphous standard that
could be used to justify investi-
gating and compiling files on any-
ane perceived to be different. In
the process, the FBI - often with
the approval of presidents - not
only violated Amenicans’ rights
under the Constitution, but also
lost sight of what it was supposed
to be uncovering. Because Hoover
confused political dissent with
spying, the FBI did a poor job of
investigating the real threat ag
the time: espionage.

While the FBI has many serious
problems, the fact is that in a six-
year period before 9/11, the FBI
stopped 40 terrorist plots that

Internet helps bring
CSl events to N.C.

The question may be from
some far away parents like
myself: How ismy son or daugh-
ter doing at the College of
Southern [daho? They are so far
away from home.
hat was my question and con-
ially. However, my son,

Clinton Deas, has been in Twin
Falls about two :
so satisfied. The college, the city
and the people have blessed my
son and me,

Tcame there last year and it
was wonderful. I enjoyed the fel-
lowship with the booster parents
and 1 enjoyed Twin Falls. My son
thought that I was going to be
bored; however, that was not the

case, ] loved the scenery, the
arts, the book clubs and the peo-
ple. I traveled in the community
and everyone I met was great.
They had great respect for CSI
and they showed that by being
very hospitable to me.

I have enjoyed listening to the
games on the Intemet. That has
been a connection that I needed
to connect with my son while so

Kooky clonefs 't in

LETTERS

Yet this same Michae] West
has acknowledged to many inter-
viewers that his real goal is phys-
ical immortality. We can imag-
ine, he says, “body components
one by one each made young by
clonlng. Then our body would be
made young again segmentally,
like an antique car is restored by
exchanging failing components.”
Should this lead to planetary
overcrowding, well, “the answer
is clearly to limit new entrants to
the human race, not to promote
the death of those enjoying the
gift of life today.”

And they are not isolated
examples. Even James Watson,
who will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of his co-discovery of
the double helix this spring, has
advocated genetic manipulation
1o ensure that people aren’t bom
“stupid™ or "ugly" or “cold fish.”

Undcmamhng this kind of
genetic grandiosity is key to
makmg sensible political dedi-
sions in the months ahead. Asa
practical matter, cloning would

R

would have led to the killing of
tens of thousands of people. Since
9/11, the FBI has brought charges
against 200 suspected terrorists.
With the help of the CIA, it has
rolled up nearly 100 plots world.
wide before they happened.

Over the yrars the FBI has
developed informants to take on
the Mafia, whitecollar criminals,
domestic terrorists, corrupt pub-
lic officials and spies. In doing so,
it has wiped out entire criminal
organizations. What has made the
FBI effective and kept it from
engaging in the abuses of the
Hoover years is that, under the
supervision of the Justice
Department, it focuses an viola-
tions of criminal Jaws. If that stan-
dard for undertaking investiga-
tions is removed, investigators
lose their compass, straying into
extraneous matters such as politi-
cal beliefs and associations and
forgetting what their real target
15,

If a nexus to pursuing criminal
violations keeps investigators on
course, it also provides leads and
tools to conduct terrorist investi-

ALD KESSL

R

be a necessary step toward the
genetic manipulation of embryos
~ toward adding IQ or muscle
mass or, as other rescarchers
have speculated, & host of behav-
ioral and emotional traits.
Similar work already has been
carried out on a range of other
animals. The threat posed by
such work to the human species
and to our societies is far greater
even than the possibility that
Rael or his competitors may
have damaged the particular
children they set out to clone.
Some rescarchers, like
and West, now say they seck not
to clone childmn but merely to
harvest stem cells from cloned
embryos for use in treating
Parkinson’s and other discases.
1f so, they should fall in behind a
moratorium pruposal froma
presidential commission that is
dcs:gned to allow enough time 10
write legislation guaranteeing
that such stem-cell work does not
inadvertently ease the work of
baby cloners or of those who

gations. Counterterrorist investi-
gations often begin with probes of
other aimes - money laundering,
fraud, drug violations. As the FBI
is now constituted, those leads
can be passed along Jessly to

“islation is

would “enhance” human -
embryos by altering their minds,
bodies or nalities. Such leg-
backed not only
by right-to-lifers and religious

civil rights advocates and others”
who understand the threat these’
new technologiesposetoa  *
coherent human future.

As important as such legisla:,
tion is, however, it’s even more ~
crudal that the scientific com-
munity take the opportunity "
offered by these events to repu-
diate the pemmou: notion lh:u
we should “improve™ the species
through genetic tinkering. Rael
may be a kook - but his rhetoric,
and his vision, resemble all too
closely a spreading ideaof a
post-human world.

Bill McKibben, a scholar in resi-
dence at Middlcbury College in
Vermont, is author of the upcom-
nu: book “Enough: Smymg Humnn
in an Engincered Age.”

America doesn’t need, shouldn’t have an MI5

in uncovering terrorists, whether

{rom the Irish Republican Army

or al-Qaida. Nor do most

Americans want to ndopl the

British model when it comes to’
dividual rights.

agents pursuing terrorist activi-
ties.

Who would staff a new domes-
tic intelligence-gathering agen-
¢y? Only FBI agents have the
training and i e (0 con-

“MI5 looks with a bitof envy,
at our system, where we havea
law enforcement organization
that also gathers intelligence,”
said Juhn L. Martin, who dealt

duct such sensitive investiga-
tions lawfully. Who would want
to work for a new, untested agen-
cy? For all its problems, the FBI
is known as the premier law
enforcement organization in the
world. It therefore attracts the
very best applicants. How would
the new agency use the coercive
tools of law enforcement to get
people to talk? It would have to
call in the FBI. Thus, a domestic
intelligence agency would create
yet more walls and generate
more turf batdes within the
counterterrorism effort. 1t would
be, as FBI Director Robert S.
Mueller I said recently in New
York, *a step backward in the
war on terror, not a step for.
ward.”

As it happens, M35 has not had
a particularly impressive record

ly with MlS for 25 )c.u's
as chief of the Justice
Dcpanmcm ] coumerespmmgc 5
section. “Because it has no law »?
cnforcement powers, MI5 has lho‘
usual problems with sharing v
intelligence information lcadmg.
to arvests and prosecutions.”

The proposal to create a sepa- ¢ i
rate counterterrorism agency is
an effort to come up with a quick
fix. In fact, it would create a B
nightmare agency, one that -
would neither know how to
investigate terrorismnorbe 7
equipped with the inherent safe-
guards necessary to protect
American freedoms.

Pl

Ronald Kessler, a former
Washington Post and Wall Street |
Journal reporter, is author of “The .
Burvau: The Secret History of the ,’
FBlL"

far away at school. The aca-
demics have been great too. [
can tell that he is learning a lot
and maturing. He has always
been a wonderful person, but
now I see the maturing of a won-
derful man and citizen that 1am
proud of.

Thank you, Times-News Online;
you have been so helpful keep-
ing me abreast with Twin Falls.

It was my desire to come again
during the tournaments with
their great rivals teams. I want
to thank Kevin Hall; because of
the great sports articles and the
anticle about the son of a preach-
er man. I love hearing Duggan.
Thank you, Times-News and Twin
Falls.

KATHY 0. BERKLEY

Garner,N.C.

Letter correction
Monday’s letter from Larry
Barlogi of Hagerman cnnmmed a’
typographical error. The opening'
sentence should have read, “It
seems the old story of we like

By Garry Trudeau

Mallard Fillmore -

these things as long as they are in
your bdd( yardisstill going - -
stron T
The Times-News regrats !hc .
error. o
¥

By Bruce Tinsle:
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The first has to do with this
‘mandste that forces
children

. ‘cothe from? From the al.rﬂdy

mpped dim—in? From the state
which shorton

planned develop-
ments that consist of a few lots,
usually one acre or more, that
are sold along county roads —
more often than not wid-n amod-
uldr home on a small portion and
a ‘weed patch in the back. It costs
almosx[nmhlng 1o a}dfdvelop this
type of property, nothing is
what the community ends up
with as far as a reasonable land
planning and esthetically pleas-
mng developmcm This type of
development is easy to turn and
thé assessor does not go nuts and
sky-rocket the taxes.

money md is making cuts from
education? From parents wha
are working two jobs just to see
that their kids can go to school
nnd be clot.hcd and fed? From

t who is barely
ab_lélm ;:nn:s meet?

e next How do people
work or produce efficiently;
under threats of losing your job
or when all are working for the
same goals in a relaxed and
enjoyable, safe setting? Right
now, teachers® jobs are threat-
ened if we have kids who can’t
or won't pass tests or do their

E Getting |

‘Want to make your feeiings known to
representatives in Congress?
'S how:

Sen. Mike Crapo

In Twin Foils, call of write:

734.2515; fax 7330414

1n Washington:

311 Russall

Washington, DC 20510

{202) 2246142

‘email messages can be sent via Sen.
Crapo's home page at
www.560ate. gOV/ ~CTBpO

Sen. Lamry Cralg
In Twan Falls, call or write:
Mike Mathews, regional director

n touch

1292 Adaison Ave. E.
Twin Fols, 1D 83301
7348780, Fax 734-3905
In Washington:
520 Hart Senate Office Building
, DC 20510
(202) 224—2752
emait: htpy//craig. senate gov/email

Rep. Mike Simpson
In Twh Falls, cau of witte;
Bames, agriculture field direc-

1201 Folls Ave. E., suits 25
Twin Falls, 10 83301
7347219; le 7347244
In
1440 HOB

. DC 20515

{202) 2255531

emait: mike. simpson@mail. house.gov
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