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Senator
predicts
tax hikes

Noh: Recent session

will shift burden
to property owners

By Julle Pence
Times-News writer

TWIN FALLS - Not only have
your sales and cigarette
" gone up, but your propert
probably will, too, a vetera
maker says.
Gains made by business mter
ests as well as pivotal restraints
_. on_the_public school budpet w1 .
the state level could luve the
effect of a tax shift to property  *
owners, said Scn. Laird Noh, R.
Kimberly. He had some hard
waords for what happened during
__the 2003 Legislature,
“It wa cnrmmly. one would
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‘Mom, daughter, granddaughters get GEDs B

school system,”
the lawmaker
By Loretta Burkhart
TimesNews

-
| F‘AMlLY LIFE.

Four members of the same family spanning threa
Sellers and Maris Molina recelved thelr general

Maria H
dudn‘

of 23 years
said,

. .C.’Jps on state
studies done, but wh Ifelt
like giving up because I was too

And with a need (o supplement
her incomé, a recéntly widowed

already completed all of her GED
through

the Adult for school dis-

Basic Education départment ~ in  Hernandez will onée again be fill-  tired, my kids tell me what Itold ~ trict  trans-
TWIN FALLS - A graduation 1979 - the Heyburn woman had ing out job applications in search them: 'Education is the impor- Portation,
cercmony at the College of  mnever taken the final step to gar- of work. But her chances for land- tant thing.’ salaries and

ner the coveted certificate. -

ing a part-time position will only
And while gll of the

+ be enhanced “when I have my
SED

property tax
replacement
will likely have
- the effect of

“So I set goals for myself, and
my kids helped me though it,"
said Ramirez, who hopes to
beceme an Electronics Office

Som.hemdldnho was filled with
pomp an unusual circomg- | elmc
day when four rihy of

stantes Sa ts dre’
members of .the same ! note, for the' Hernandez family

matriarci;the award has bien &

Ra;ﬁ.iru who s still employed

-additional

watked ‘ucroxs‘thé“slttﬂ matriarchy v full[hv.ime aL Siwplot, shares her | e "r he helo <h BRI b S —"
receive their -school va- - long time in coming. - -mother’s concemms, art of the help she receive: pe 3

om man‘ famlly' At age lency diplqmnlsl.’sh iali In the past, having an official “T'! be displaced when weshut ~ came from studying with her  levies at the Newcomb
41, Mariel] Spanning three generuuons, document was not a big concem  down in April of 2(‘]’04. and I daughter, ]\garin Molina, also of 104‘:31 lIevclc.lggh hools will b
granddaughter the Magic Valley family receiv.  for Hernandez. know Tll need more education to  Burley, who dropped out of  Said. In a on, schools wikl be
ing en?ml educzmonalydeve]o “Ididn't know Pd need it,” said  get a another job,” the Burley  school during her junior year.  forced to use their right to
mk&sstodtofhe:famousfam 8 P H s ! . ¢ leir right 10
- ilyand herself. ment certifi d 64- who had worked at resident said. Now, with a 2-year-old son of her increase property taxces by 3 pur-
3 E1-1 year-old Maria Hernandez, her the same job for 22 years. And though she is already own, Maria plnns to continue her ~ <ent 'g‘afih year without asking for

Page . daughter, Irene irez, and two . But after she lost her job afew  signed up for college in the fall,  education by going on to college. permussion fl_‘_Om the voters.

_ - ~granddaughtcrs:, Maria Molina  years ago to cutbacks at the J. R, " getting to this point was no casy And while she is “a litde over- But also, “The ather striking
and Bridgette Sell Simplot Co., having a certificate  task for a mother of four. Please see GEDS, Page A2 part of the session was .xh.c dlegr:u:
PORTS Al(hough Herngndez had  in-hand has become paramount. to which basiness special inter.

“I’s been hard to get all my .
. ests operated so actively 10 get
) benefits, They smelled blood |
because there were a lot of (resh-
men as well as the distraction of
the budget problems,” Noh said.
House  Speaker  Bruce
‘Newcomb, R-Burley, said he
doesn’t undersiand Noh’s state-

14

Doctor with troubled past
tells grads to stay focused

[ applied to 15

medical schools ~ ments.
. “That is not a very forward-
: By Brandon Fiasla * night. More than 150 people eamed and was [otally looking view,” said Newcomb,
(! Times-News writer their diplomas. . e who pushed through oné of the
| . . - : She began by asking several ques- rejected. I didn’t ;u;m;ss -friendly bills to which
state: River TWIN FALLS - Nobod ected.  tons: oh objects.
| Onto i The Wood Mary Gmd.u Lewis to beoon};ee:%ocmr “How many here have ever ditched even get an That bill allows businesses to
and Jerome softball and The odds agairist & 20-year-  school? How many have told a lie? . . trade in their 20-year investment
Glenns Ferry baseball teams old woman with m alearn- How many of you have done some- nterview. tax credits for a 2-year vacation
make the cut. ing disorder and a troubled childhood.  thing you're not‘fmud of? How many on property taxes. So instead of
. Page C1 But Groda-Lewis, who hadn’t regu- have delivered a baby? The past ) waiting to deduct their invest-
larly-attended school until age- 13 doesn't matter, but today and tomor- 9 ments for starting up the busi-
OPINION . : because worked as rovég%,;m cticed in the Magh ?esscsdfrom mc%le taxes somg
mned imey by ced in the c ~Dr. ime during a 20-year perio
ke"' her jo by Valley for 14 yg:s before moving to Gm::-tl:.wrlyl businesses can get that money
clo'ln‘ the 08” NEWIBW % Lewis : ‘spoke at the Collage of ‘Washington state. The popular doctor back by taking it off their proper-
Southem Idaho's general educational  ~ known to many of her patients as ty tax bills over a 2:year period.
development graduation Saturday Please see SPEAKER, Page A2 CORY MY/ T Fintw s Please see TAXES, Page A7
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Al-Qalda figure tied to Saudl bombmgs

gooanhy B Nt He's hiding in Iran, U.S, 4 Baghdad s yer ars blened

rdspwold .. A211,078 One fll aida’ lea b mmand gro The oth

cAbty ' £2 Obltries . .82 oy .“,;';';md“iﬁm,,?n‘; says; investigators probe :‘ﬁ::md Tilfr"; The Atghanistan.
anﬂyma <48~ Opinlon B P week, und terrorium ex; nu ' liIlkSiﬂ Morocco blasts “There :

 Homscope..E3  Sports ...C16 | belevethe snay be trying to uudessh al.Qaida mﬁmiﬁ:&ﬂmfé

strikes as posxible'in a short peri-

many ahead for the Riyadh bombings that
od of time to prove al-Qaida is stﬂl

B drminis-
killed'34, two senior administration g5 hand in this,” 8 cenior us.a

Jurhimenus 06 Weather . . A2

u-an fficial said.
vahlg US, officielssad Sorurday. | officalsstid o ehile, in Casublanca, where
Adel, an whom el, along wit! u d
! . Py bombexs unleashed five attacks Friday A puate
gence officials believe hasassumed the ~ Masri, al-Qaida’s head of training,
B 6 of the networl's military comman.  Saad bin Laden, son of Osama bis, %&bt killing 41 people and injuring s woman grieves outside & morgue at Averos 1ba Rochd hos-
‘dér, is believod to have give.n the go-  Laden, and Abu Musab Zarqawi, who Please see MOROCCO, Page AL1  pital In Casablancs, Saturday.
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l TWIN FALLS FORECAST

Today: Periods o! sunshine, brisk and rather cool. Highs in

the middle 50s.

Tonight: Mostly clear, breazy and cold. Protect thoso
plants as a lrost or freeza is possible. Lows in the upper

208

Tomorrow: Sunny, breezy and turning mlldar Highs in the

lower to middle 60s.

BURLEY/RUPERT FORECAST

Today: Mostly sunny, brisk and cool. Highs in the lower to

middle 505

Tonlght: Mostly dicar, breezy and cold. Protect thasa
slants as i frost of freeze is possible. Lows in the upper

<=marrow: Not quiter a3 ool with sunshing and breozy

Highs i the nicidle 60s.
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Taday Highs'38 to'50
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SUN VALLEY, SURROUNDING MTS

Mastly cloudy and rather chity today with a mountain
howur possibio. Il will be downright coid tonight with
a frost and Iroezo tikoly. Not a good night for

¥

18028

—Tonigtitw Lows
BOISE Mosty sunsy. brisk end chilty today.
A frost

Ireoza is possible tonight,

Remaining sunmy m‘rucsdny with ™
midor tomporatures expectsd.
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Frelghts colhde in Kansas

- Kan,

cars and cansing minor inju
to crew members, authorities
said.

The accident lmppum.d a few
mne< from the site of a derail-
av 8 that occurred during
torms in south-central

About 50 arca residents were
svacuated s.unrduy after the
nl mormm. Acc 1t, said

llurlmp.mu \nr(ln. n San(a Fe.
He said the residents were
wllowed back into their homes
about five hours later.

Tl ident happened when a

; ded primarily with truck
trailérs hauling consumer goods

GEDs

. and the last four cars of the west-

struck the back end of a west.

bound train that had been mov-~
ing onto a side track. The east-
bound train had been traveling
from Los Angeles to New York

ity.

Forsberg said the westbound -
train, which was going frpm sub-
urban Chicago to the Dallas area,
had not pul.lcd completely off the
main track when it was struck.

Four engines and the lead car
of the eastbound train derailed,

bound train were also forced.off
the tracks. Diesel fuel from the
four engines spilled, causing a
fire, Forsberg said,

Two crew members in the east-
bound train reported minor
injuries and were being treated
at an Emporia hospital.

Bush warns war on terrorism pers

WASHINGTON (AP} - With sui-
cide explosions in Morocco provid-
ing a fresh reminder of terrorism’s
reach, President Bush said
Saturday that the United States
will not'relent in its pursuit of al-

» Q'lida operatives ahd other terror-
ists.

“The enemics of freedom are
not idle, and neither are we,”
Bush said in his weekly radio
address. “Our government is tak-
ing unprecedented measures to
defend the homeland. And from
Pakistan to the Philippines, to the

Americans killed, Bush said the
United States was offering
Morocco assistance in finding
these responsible for the attacks
that killed dozens and wounded at
least 100. He noted that

“Casatflanca is a city well known

for tolerance and a diverse range
of religious and ethnic communi-
tes.

“These acts of murder show,
once again, that terrorism respects
no boundaries nor borders,” he

_ said in a statement. “These acts

that the war against

Horn of Africa, we are hunting
down al-Qaida killers,”

Bush, spending the weekend at
the Camp David presidential
retreat in Maryland, was briefed
on the five nearly simultancous
attacks in Casablanca. U.S. offi-
dals smmgly suspect al-Qaida was
behind the

Continued from A1

whelmed” about graduating with
three of her family members, she
is nevertheless excited about
what her family has accom-

-’ducuuon Director

ents accom-

.
ers can see that this person has

e
tency in th
writing, social \xudu_s science,
math, and in some cases, govern-
ment,

At Cs1

the exit-standard test-
.ng service is one that is recog.
nized internationally. And more,
about 10 percent of Adult Basic
Education’s yearly graduates
receive distinguished honors.
While a lot of “doom and

hed a certain lt.u_l of compe- -

gloom is related to the Simplot
layoffs,” in the Adult Basic
Education department, a real
positive is coming into focus,

“We want to show that a GED
isn’t just for the young - we're
planning to use their picture on
our new ABE brochure,” Steel
said.

Eighteen-year-old Bridgette, of
Twin Falls, represents the
youngest in the group - and she’s
graduating while in her ninth
month of pregnancy. She said
that she, too, is “really excited”
to share something *this spedal”
with her grandmother, ~

“I've waited so long for this,”
said Hernandez, who is the moth-
er of eight grown children.

Times-News correspondent
Loretta Burkhart can be reached in
Tiwin Falls at 734-3990.

Circulaton
~Duniel Walock, circulution director

Circulution phone lines are open
between 7 and 10 am. only. If you
o not receive your paper by 7 am.,
call the number for your arca:
Burlcy-Rupert-
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Twin Falls
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--near-Jerusalem. Police said the

Although the FBI knew of no

Sharon cancels trip
after bombings

JERUSALEM (AP) ~ A suicide
bomber blew himself up on a
Jerusalem bus early Sunday, and
seven passengers and the bomber
were killed. At least 20 others
were wounded, four in serious
condition, and another bomber
blew himself up on the outskirts
of the city.

The artack was on a number 6
city bus at an intersection at the
northem edge of the city, accord-
ing to a police statement. Israel
Radio said seven were killed, in
addition to the bomber. Four
dead passengers were still in
their scats in the front of the bus,
one leaning out a window, an
hour after the blast.

Police said the second bomber
blew himself up at the entrance
to the village of Dahiya el-Barid,

bomber was killed in the blast,
and no one else was hurt.

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility.

The Sunday bombings were
part of a sudden surge-in
Palestinian attacks - four in 12
hours - including a bombing in
the West Bank city of Hebron in
which an Israeli husband and
wife were killed.

IDAHO LOTTERY

LR IRTIRTE )
WILD CARD: Gueen of Dlamonde
Wedneedey, Mey 17 2 8 4
Tuseday, Meyt¥ 100
ondey, Mey 18 112

shesaid.
' She begm‘n(endlng school”
- when she

terror goes on.”

Secretary of State Colin Powell
ulso thanked Morocco for its help
in fighting terrorism and said the
United States “will continue to
stand together with Morocco

- against this threat to both our

nations and all peace-loving peo-
le”
Last Monday, a series of suidde

Speaker

bombings in the Saudi capital of
Riyadh killed 34 people - includ-
ing exghl Americans - at three [or-
cigners’ housing cot

S

through the agency’s Overséas
SocunH ]!y I:idgnsory Cou];xul said thie

omeland Security Department
has no inf ion about a spécif-

Linking those attacks to al-Qaida
and citing new threats in Africa
and Asia, U.S. counterterrorism
officials had warned of a coordi-
nated effort by Osama bin Laden’s
terror network to hit targets
around the world.

“The terrorist attacks this week
in Saudi Arabia, which killed inno-
cent civilians from more than half
a dozen countries, including our
own, provide a stark reminder

" that the war on terror continues,”
said Bush, who recorded his
address Friday before the explo-
sions in Morocco,

The State Department, mean-

. while, warned Americans to watch

for suspicious activities that could
point to planning for a suicide
truck bombing. An alert issued

ic threat of a truck bombing

But it advised the pubii
warch for certain indicators,
including the theft of explosives of
ma::ln?ls used to makc‘(:h
rental of storage spaces for
cals; chemical fires, toxic o
rusted metal ﬁxturs or suspx&ou 1
stains in apartments and hol(
rooms; test explosions in seclode]
areas; the treatment of chemicd
burns or missing fingers; and‘th]
medification of trucks to hnndlq
heavier loads.

Noting that Saturday wa
Armed Forces Day, Bush fociise|
his radio address on praisingithl{l
vast capabilities of the US. milj
tary ‘and paying tribute: ty .
American troops killed an
woun Iraq war.

Contlnued from AL
“Dr. Mary” — was known for her

" comforting bedside manner.

She told the graduates they had
taken responsibility for them-
selves and shouldn’t let rejection
stop them.

“I applied to 15 medical schools
and was totally rejected. I didn’t
even get an interview. That
hurts,” she said.

After applying again the follow-
ing year, Groda-Lewis said she got
10 intervicws. But they were
hardly encouraging.

“One woman interviewing me
said, "We're not looking for part-
time doctors and we're not look-
ing for mothers. We want real
doctors.”™

Some officials pointed her in
othier career directions, citing

high costs and the commitment

“I learned some important
lessons from the experience,” she
said in an interview carlier
Saturday. “You cannot let people
stand in your way, because it is
your journ

Gmdn-Lewxs own journey
inspired the 1985 CBS television
movie “Love Mary,” which
starred Kristy McNichol, and has
been featured in People maga-
zine, Reader's.  Digest..and

. Chicken Soup for du.'Soul. o

A rough road

Bom {n San Antonio, the sec-
ond oldest of seven kids, Groda-
Lewis mveled with her family:

e
o o vl
coushu At.age 11, her family
 Partland, Ore. :

wuB,but ound it dif-

ficult.

“I was' apprehensive and bel-
ligerent,” she said. T had a learn-
ing disability.”

But Groda-Lewis’ dyslexia
wasn't diagnosed until she was 16.
By then she was labeled incorrigi-
ble and sent to reform school,
There she was enrolled in the
Upward Bound Program at the
University of Oregon, where her
dyslexia was treated and she
learned to read. She went on to
carn a GED - but trouble scon

start
“I went home and found myself ~
pregnant, and then I found mysclf
pregnant again,” she sai
Groda-Lewis was 20 years old.
But she had a goal: become a doc-
tor,
After spending a year recover-
ing from a debilitating stroke suf-
fered during her second pregnan.
<y, Groda-Lewis eurolled at ML
Hood Community
there she met husband Davxd

For the next 10 years she
attended school, worked part
i kids, At

time an: age
29 she graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree from Herbert H.
Le’t{lmnn College in the Bronx,

But: 'tréuble lullowed her to
. ¥ Medical
.Coll!zp in Albnby. New York -

she nearly flunked

“The first year ﬂunhsd three
classes, You could flunk three
classes beft cked

happened to me. That summer 1
retook the classes and really

After.a rough start,:Groda-
Lewis said she becare a good

- - dent ~ especially,w] A
. nﬂx‘cmWesmAnmRmvehOh‘b. e

she owed the federal governmeng
four years-of work because-of th
assistance projram she e
enrolied,

She chose Buhl to serve-fig
commitment, working as a fami
practitioner at Family H
Services until 1991. After h
o v it oty

“ in avem
she said. £3

She spent tl\e next 10 y&q
working in Twin

ing to Wi m 2000 to
for an mhng father. Afterqd]
father’s dcath, she ma}cﬁ
Hawaii and work:
physlcmn at thmwn Gener

hxﬁm 2003, she movel
Wisconsin for a new job, Sh
now maternity track
Columbia St. Mary's annl
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L BEaE  SARS outbreaks appear to slow down

LONDON (AP) Thc majority
of the SARS aroun:
the world are coming to an end,
the World Health Organization
said Smurdny as officials
expressed “great hope™ that
measures to control the spread
of the discase were working.

Difficult struggles remain in

. mainland China, but the epi-

demic there, although large, is

no more complex than it is in

other countries and the govern-

~“ment’is'making great strides,
said Mike Ryan, WHO’s coordi-
nator of the global cffort to stop
the severe acule respiratory syn-
drome virus.

range of countrics involved has
been that the control measures
that we designed at the begin:
ning of the epidemic have
worked. In country after coun-
try, we have managed to break
tiveness of control measures  the cycle of transmission
and what remaining questions  through the simple implementa-
need to be answered. tion of goud c: finding, con-
“The-message-coming out of __tact tracing.and isolation prac- ,

this mecting is certainly one of  tices in hospitals,” Ryan said.

great hope. It's one of celebra- “We have seen the number-of
tion that the measures are work-  secondary cases per case drop-
ing; but-also a call ro action - ° ping systematically in all-of-the
because we've got a loj more to to a point now where
do yet before we end this prob- ve, in the majority of
lem,” Ryan said in a conference , we are now sceing the

struck locnuons concluded a

If day conference
Smurdny at the WHO's Geneva
headquarters, where they dis-
cussed the key factors that allow
the virus to spread, the effec-

A pta

Rotired Navy Adm, Harold Gahman, 1., left, who has headed up the Invnllgaﬂon Into the Columbla accldent, stands with
1.5, Rep Tom Feeney stands on the In front of space shuttle remains Saturday at the Kennedy Spac? Contet in Cape

Canaveral, Fla,

Investigators make final review
of Columbia space shuttle pieces

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)

- With the last truckload of
Columbia wreckage delivered,
the accident investigation board
looked over the broken and

charred remains of the space

shuttle Saturday, paying espe-
cially close attention to what L
teis lcfx of the left wmg.

A hole along the wing’s leading -

edge doomed the sp: ip dur-
ing its dive through the atmos-
phere 3.5 months ago.

“We saw the things today
which we believe are comj g
pieces of evidence that tell us
how, the heat got into the vehicle
-and where the flaw started,” said
the chief mvcsugmar, reurcd
Navy Adm. Harol

”Gehman said he and othcr
Yoard members felt it was their
duty to see the wreckage one last
time as a group, before winding

their investigation and writing
‘their final report. He hopes to
Hav edlerepor(comp eted by the
end of July.

* ®There are a number of pieces
o6f 'debris out here which are
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extraordinarily sngmhcnm that
contribute directly to our investi-
gauon. and we wanted to see if,
asa jury, we came to the same
conclusion that our experts
have,” said Gehman, standing in
a Kennedy Space Center hangar
filled with shuttle wreckage.

Gehman said he sees no reason
why NASA cannot resume shut-
tle flights, although he would not
estimate when.

“The board has not come
across any showstoppers that, in

our minds, would prevent the

shuttle from returning to flight,”
he said. “Now, how high is the
stack of return-to-flight items
gomg to be when we get finished,
I can’t tell you right now. But
right mow, it 1ooks to me like it's
manageable.”

Gehman and five others on the
13-member board observed up
close the spray of molten alu-
minum and small drops of melted
metal on certain wing parts, and
the knifelike edges of the wing
panel remnants near the spot
where the deadly heat penetrat-
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ed. The board suspects the hole
was created by a chunk of foam
insulation that broke off the fuel
tank at liftoff and slammed into
that very part of the wing.
NASA's reconstruction team
has put back together, as best it
could, the leading edge of the left
wing, using 3-D plexiglass molds
and scraps of salvaged carbon
pancls. Tiles (rom the undemde

of the wing are displayed on a

Scientists from 16 SARS-

Ford - feeling
better — ends
hospital stay

RANCHO MIRAGE, Calif.
(AP) - Former President Ford
was released Saturday from a
hospital where he had spent the
night after suffering a dizzy spell
while playing golf in hot weather.

ord, 89, was released from
Eisenhower Medical Center, hos-
pital spokeswoman Mary Kay
Plock said Saturday evening. She
declined to say when he was sent
home or his condition.

Before his release, however,
doctors said he was doing well.

“He's perfectly stable, he's
responding to treatment and he
has no complaints physically,”
Dr. Alan Kiselstein, the ex-presi-
dent’s doctor of 15 years, said
during a news conference.

The nation’s 38th president
had expencnccd cplsodcs of

long wooden table, like a glant,
burned jigsaw puzzle missing
many of its pieces. Other shuttle
par s are stacked on metal racks
or flat wooden crates, or in plas-
tic bins.

“The work that was done here
tumned out to be more significant
than we thought it would have
bcen at the beginning,” Gchmnn

More than 84,000 pieces of
Columbia have beer\ recovered

and transported to the space cen: -

“ter from Texas and Louisiana.
The total weight ~ nearly 85,000
pounds - represents 38 perccn(
“of the shuttle. - -
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d with
changes in his blood pressure for
several days before he came to
Eisenhower Medical Center,
Kiselstein said.

“The particular causes of these
episodes are multiple, complex
and interactive. None of them
appear life-threatening. They are
rather more-related to the aging
process,” Klscls(cm said,

call with reporters.

epidemics coming to an end,” he
said.

“The experience across the

Dick and I wish to offer aur profound thanks
to each and every friend who extended their warm
love and friendship during my recent illness. | am
making goad progress in healing, thanks to your
concern and prayers. The delicious meals and
desserts provided also helped in recovery.
Thank you also, Pastor Dan of
Our Savior Lutheran Church,
for always being there for me.

Love, Lois Lennan
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Health care emerges as key issue
for Democrats seekmg presideney |

By Dick Polman
Knight Ridder i News Sarvice

Heulth care has surfaced as the
the Democratic presi-

and for the nine
who are vying for the
attention of an indifferent elec

. torate, thisis good news and bad

good news is that health
care is ar 1 peaple care about
- especi with premiums on
the nse, .md topquality coverage
on the wine, ke the
issue be ¢ they think “health
v" can neutralize the

an  advantage  on
“national secpri

Rut here he bad news:
Health care is so stupefyingly
complicated that the average TV
viewer would rather curl up with
the Golf Channel than watch
Democrats sink into minutiae
and qoust over whether this bil-
hon or than trillion would raise
TS 0T Cut premiums,

And whil
are busy debating hes
blasting one anothers’
proposals and i

the nine candidates

didates are already awash in
health-care specifics and should
be focusing instead on the slug-
gish economy, but party strate-

gist Jef Pollock said, “It’s impor-

tant to talk about health care. We
have to be about big ideas, if
we're going to give people a rea-
son to replace Bush. We have to
show pcoplc what we're going to
do for them.”

Rep. Dick Gephardt of
Missouri wants to expand
cmployer-sponsored coverage by
handing out bigger tax credits -
and financing the plan by repeal-
ing all the Bush tax cuts. Former
Vermont Gov. Howard Dean, a

edicaledoctor, wants to use the

as they are
Republican
strategisis ate watching with
interest - and gathering ammuni-
non for President Bush's reelee:
ton campaign.

Yet despite lhug political
1sks. the Democrats have decid-
v to lead with health care.
Mindiul of the liberal activists
“whu are paving attention in

s (three in
alone) have

otherd will weigh in soon.

Bob don, a Harvard
University ¢
and public opinion, sdid,
care 18 very important in the
Democranc primaries, especially
1 this economy. These vote
realistic about the budget deficit,
tiut they're looking for the candi-
date who really cares about this
sasue. who can think big and act
baldly ™

some Democrats think the can-

tax code to punish employers
who do not provide coverage and
wants to expand coverage 1o
uninsured children. (Bill Clinton
spoke highly of Dean’s plan
Wednesday, but, a day carlier,
Gephardt scoffed that Dean just
wants to “nibble around the
edges.™)
Sen.  John Kerry of
Magsachusetts has a plan to con-
trol  health costs, unlike
Gephardt, and he wants to give
people a chance to buy into the
same federal program that covers

Bush and members of Congress. -

(Dean is eyeing that program,
too.) Meanwhile, Ohio congress-
man Dennis Kucinich wants the
government to cover everybody,
something akin to the failed

arv Clinton plan. This befits
tus as a long-shot candi-

date.

The candidates sense that peo-
ple are hungry for solutions, The
National Academy of Sciences
rcponcd last fall that the cost of
private insurance premiums was
.rising 12 percent a year, people

were paying more out of pocket
for fewer bencfm. nnd one m

Contenders unite in bashmg Bush

DES MOINES, Iowa -~ Demo-
cratic presidential candidates
muted their differences with
each other and sharply cxiti
President Bush's record on the

seven A
A Congressional Budget Office
report released the other day
reports that nearly 60 million
Americans lacked insurance at
some point in 1998, the most
recent year available,

In a March Gallup poll, 79 per-
cent of surveyed Americans said
they care “a great deal” or “a
fair amount” about health care —
the top ranking, shared with ter-
rorism and the cconomy. Some
Democrats liken the mood to
1991, when Pennsylvania’s Harris
Wofford rode the issue into the
U.S. Senate, and to 1992, when
candidate Clinton hammered at
health care while his opponent,
former President George HW.
Bush, said little,

And today, while Democratic
strategist Jenny Backus con-
tends that the issue might enable
some candidates to get noticed
in a crowded primary ficld (as
evidenced by Gephardt's higher
profile), it could hurt the eventu-
al nominee who goes against
Bush.

She said: “My concern is that,
when we_debate the details of
health care, we sound like a

bunch of yappy, bureaucratic_

policy wonks. We forget the big
vision, Candidates should be
having conversations with
Americans, not with cach other
By criticizing each other, they're
creating sound bites that the
Republicans can use against us
later on.”

Case in paint: A recent
Democratic debate in South
Carolina. Several candidates
faulted Gephardt's desire to can-
cel all the Bush tax cuts and use
that money to finance his health
plan. Sen. Joe Lieberman of
Connecticut compared
Gephardt's plan to “big-spending
Democratic ideas of the past.”
Sen. John Edwards of North
Carolina said Gephardt was “tak-
ing almost a trillion dollars out'of
the pocket of working families.”

That is prime grist for the
GOP, because it sounds as if key
Democrats are branding
Gephardt as a tax-raising liberal.
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economy, health care, judicial
appeintments and homclnnd
security at a town meeting
sored by a powerful union
Saturday.

Unlike the heated recent
debate in South Carolina, the
seven Democrats puruc:fncmg in
the event almost entirely avoid-
ed'challenging each other in
their joint appearance before
nearly 1,000 members of the
American Federation of Smte.

Democratic candidates
forego acrimony of last .
weekend’s debate

big corporations, usgually. in
pointed populist terms.

“The Republicans and George
Bush, they honor wealth,” insist-
ed Sen. John Edwards, D-N.C.
“We honor the work that pro-
duces wealth.”

The most cnﬁnﬂﬂng moment in
the two-and- hour session

- came when a New York City fire

dcpnnmcn( emergency mcdxcnl
who ded to the

‘Florida

the stage dnmdcnlly rose to
npplnu the questioner, Ji
Conzo, Then they re ente
charged: that Bush M
America “vulnerable to fu
attacks because this a -
tion has not done its job and
not our ablhly m
homeland security,” ep.
Ridmd A Gephardt, ..pm

Fluddl Sen. Bob Grahum o( .
delivered the most sear-
ing indictment, repeating his
recent charges that the wuqn
Iraq has diverted Amencsl
attention from the terro.

“What this administratio
done is x!h(ey have condu an

County and
Employces, or AFSCME, who
gathered here from wround the
United States.

Instead the candidates mmpel-

Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack at
the World Trade Center accused
Bush of failing to sufficiently
fund homeland security and
asked, the did: what they

cd to deliver the most
tic denunciations of President
Bush, the Republican Party and

would'do differenty.
First"the seven candidates on

war in Iraq where
they have not found the wea]

of mass destruction upon which
it was predicated and at the
same time they have stopped e
war against terror,” Graha.m
charged. “We have left al-Qaida
off the hook.”

Vichaels
SPﬁi\iGI.EB SALE

Memonal Day is Monday, Muy 26)

Dried Floral
Bunches & Bov Fillers

30% Off

300, Boltof Tulle o
20, Boktof Hetting _.&>

0 Eal
« Sheer Creations Ribbon

M, =

30%0ft

Sculpey Il 2.0z Modeling Cloy

9 Each

el B,
AllSeason
Celebration Arch

Scrapbook Refill Sheets &
Page Protectors

20% Off

-to-Finkh
(rat

i W 13
2B

. 99¢ Each
Krylon 12-0z. Decorator Spray Paint

reg. 3.99... 2.99 Eudl
Pl

S \IT e
One Week Only
Valid on Custom Framing Order Placed
Sunday, May 18 - Salurdnv fhay N 7003

et wn, the

Parcant mmoﬁwm

One Week 0n|y

50% Off

Ready-ta-Finish
Frames

50% Off

Packaged .
Blunk Cards & tivelope

20% Off

2 18

MW“M“"“‘“%»&%Mﬁ&bﬂmﬂwﬂrm&



http://www.fi

NATION

No weapons, no problem for Bush

Lfmxght not matter to
! ’ﬂectoratc if justification

for U.S. invasion of Iraq
“proves unfounded

“By Dana Mll.l( and Jim Vandetiel
The
©“WASHINGTON - President
appears o be in no political’
“danger from the failure to find
¢ dxemxcal. biological nnd nuclear
M4k in-Iraq, wit .
reluctant to challenge Bush on any
» of the successful war and
“P showing Americans uncon-
¥ cemcd about wespons discover-’

: 'stnnmng Saddam Hussein of
is “weapons of mass destruction”
as the muln justification the
administration used both at
“Wome and abroad for nlmckmg
Iraq. But while other countries
that opposed the U.S, military
action claim they are vindicated
by the failure so far to find those
weapons, Americans — even some
of Bush’s political opponents —
seem content with the low-casual-
ty victory and believe the discov-
#ties of mass graves and other

enging
h on the forbidden weapons,
preferring to put the war behind
em and focus attention on the
Xiconomy, health care and other
estic issues.

‘~Before the war, for example,
use Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., accused the
administration of cxaggerating
Iraq’s nuclear capabilities, while
‘gther Democrats questioned
whether Bush and Secretary of
State Colin L. Powell were over-

Analysls
finding of chemical or biological

poqs.

It's not that Americans don't
care about ﬁmlh:ﬁn e weapons
Bush said Saddam had; in an April

- 16 Post-ABC poll, 47 percent said
it was essentinl. But that made ita
lower priority than providing-
humanitarian aid to Iraq and
restoring v

“If I were & Democratc candi-
date, I don’t think I would be

ushmg issue,’ said Andrew

. Kohut, of the nonpartisan Pew
Research Center for the People
and the Press. He cited a Gallup
poll in the early days of the war
determining, that 38 percent

thought the war justified even if
the banned weapons were not
found; toward the end of the con-
flict, that figure jumnped to 58 per-
cent.

“Inasmuch as we've already

done the dccd. the nced for that

asa rationale is less,” he said,
White House officials express

confidence that Bush is not

able on the absence of banned

weapons in Iraq, if only because
few people in either party doubt-
ed that Saddam had such
weapons. “Both Republicans and

Democrats alike know that

Saddam Hussein had a WMD pro-

g-am," said White House commu-
nications dxrec(or Dan Bartlett.

“In fact, the U.N. Secyrity Oounul

passeda nsoluuon that co: ed
it. So why would you criticiz
something the entire world knows
to be true?”

In November, the Security

Council’s unanimously uppmvcd

Resolution 1441, which found Iraq
to be in “materml breach” of its
and gave

stating Saddam’s ch 1 and
biological stockpiles.
This week, Pelosi said it is “dif-

Atgult to understand” why the:
wea