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CHAPTER XLIV’
THIS was_the Ieucr Ilnnlh bpd
‘rrlllen to Susal
y 5.~ 1 hopo. you. arq golng |
e, umlurnlnnﬂ wlhat { am trylng to
8y, ]t may seem at the clorenth
houg an abaurd gesture oo my. part,
ButTafgor glying the molter a Freat
doal-of Lhought | Lavo deétded thin)
morriago of ours I8 Nt Wiso. [ am
agklug you: ta rclensa mo, (ooling
a qualnt cortalnty, that: the seleasd
will actunlly bo youra. “Susan dear;
‘you ‘aro-much (oo’ young for mo.
Lknow 1t from the start, tut § do-
Tuded, myscif lnto thinklng wo cvuld
surmount that obatacle,  “Now,. L
hava +ome to the concluslon 1t In
ton gerlotin. 1o 'be token Hghtly. 4
am ‘afrald, ‘L havo teen- saltish.
through )] ihin, 1 havo baen trylog
to réenptura my, pien youth thipugly
yoitr uyen. and thal 6 nolther nats
weal bar falr,
1 am Hoplng you will marry soon,
-nmcuuo of your own.ngo or thord-
ouss. fe suro tlio man you chose
’Iu worthy ‘o you, Naj:1 tako that
bagk: 1o aure you love him enoush
Evarything eiso will follov. 1 don’t
_miean,”'my’ doar, 107 sound - Wka<a
“tatuous atd dotard Lt perhops you
wlll rornl\'e o for offering you-alt

bUBAn
dream. Sle slpped tho stoaiming
Hqud, gralofu} for tho burning
sensntfon it aftorded bor. Eho folt
numhb,
’n o m: llu chlld'l Donl.
el weoll?™

Yep, partectly. Only 'vo Jllnl o

mombored 1 havo an orrand to deo”

Bho flung on hier hot and coat 4nd
toro aut of tho house, There wns
a-poy statfon at the corior drug
[storo. Bl fumbled. tho parea of
tho -tolopheno ook, aod cnllmi o
number.

“Ia Mr. Duntar lar*

A “shados o dlnappnlmmcn\
Hitted over bor (aco. “No, thanks,
no. mensage, I cal) hlm late;
Sunan paused, Irretoluto,” at the
stand ‘whare the telepliono director-
fes wern kepk and riflod the pages
ngoln. Thero .was a’ chanco
might_bo at hi lnlhcrn oflee™ L.

‘Again sho wis doomod to dllnp
volotmont... Young Mr, Dunbn:
not In. the npcrnlor aafd, - §he hnd
no Idew, Whta ha mIEhe bs, - Ha-sal
dom came to the omm on” snurdny
There Sus
modam wmight fod bim\at tho cain-
try glub. Dl adam . know the
udmber? it abo would wait o mja.

ute Jt.could ba tound for. hor., Susan,
held tho recolrer, thé-blodd- po
Ing In ber, cars,. After:a_long . walt:.
tha _operatar's, mechanical  voleo
cama’ back' over the wlra “No, "M,
Dunbar. wouldn' -8l e club W

y. The operator, had Julx Joarped
adr, Duntar wu]envln: on tha'Can-
tury for New York. :

wmechanieally and’ put it besldo hor |-

~'m:golng. unwn town,” slie told
m. Mlllom T don't know when
T b
"\th um {n_1¢ your_ aunt _§ots)
In?*
Tnnlsht at ofght® ‘Tha gint
Inughed aloud.. Slio. hnd. complately,
forgotten about Aunt Josalo, Well,
that was all right. Sho would havo
plenty ‘o timo for that later. The
thing to do now was Lo catch Bob,
o -station—Sho.. changod bar] wi
clothes nnd drnmd with motlcntous
care.’ Tha fawn<colorad wult hang:
!nr intho closct tempted’ Wor but

*| atia ignored It Instend aho put on

her old blud deat with l.hu huvor
collar.” [t wara- col and
tha moisturo hrotght:out. l.ho wnvlv
nens 10 hor.cloudy, dark hafr. Sha
smitod at horselt: (n tho-glasy,-not
111 pleased at-tha roflection, She
was ahalby, 1t Is truc, but soms
how it didn't scom to matter, Sho
wag comsclous of a’ deop surge of
inpplnesa within hor, .
Sho’waa"drasssd and ‘Teady with
tlimo- to, sparo, hut $n spito of ‘the
fact sha becamo; Liorribly nirvous
trollay Jerkod and 'dnwdlnd
ita vrny dnwn toin,. Witht 1t -sbo
shou a0 Bob? \Vlm. i lzo should
chnnﬁn ma ‘plans and leavo trom
azpther atation? She nnlcd uL tho|
thousht,. It was fiot qulto 12 G'clock}:
whoa Busan reached tho -alnllon
All"at onco. hor errand. sco!
dignified and foolinls, o mlghl hu
travellng with other poople. - ‘He,
might not wnnt (o 00. her aftor
lhulr uuqrrp rdoy. Her tace
v Lot and her pﬂlml feye -
'rho swaiL. seemed I

fn- fllm firred cnnt lookad ot ‘her

Susan wandered out'to tha for
Flott_of tho trala
Lack and forlt Tho ml
1t,was cold and 'draiighty berd.
Sovoral wall-dreased colples passed’
brivkly with Indon-porters in thold
woke,. A rokinh looking man in a
romantfe, wido-hrimmed liat awitng
hy,"carrying o rfaf cngo. Thers.
was_the hustle_and aubdued oxcito-__|
mont attondant to the dennrtnro of
tha ‘erack tealn,
“Twolvy’» tworily. 'riqlrn thiity.
Twolvothirty-flva’  SBusany  heart
was Jiko lchd In her breost She
tind~losthimaho-had - lost - him1-
Tralncen bogan ‘to shout -rdors
Lastminute. * straghlora,  hurrfed
ihrough the gates, impatlout al. tho
dolay over tickuts,

Her ayes raked tho “cFowd. No
1all youpg man’in‘a dark topcout..
m‘u faie boad, ot atern fuwod groflle,

u sight. Tho clock’s, hunds crawlod
Inaxumhly ahend. Faea all ot once
2ho “gat o was striding na
rnpluly a8 hid long legn would carry’
Him .throngli tho swinging doors.
A lverlod chauffeur was ot liln
beols, o bluo.tickot in bis Ungera,

Tha girl stood trozen, immobile.
“All'aboard!"” cnma'the call. .

/Juat’ as Dob Duabat camp nhrwl
of the gate, Inteut ‘on tho buainess

of sotting through, ho heard a’saft
voico call his namo.

1o ralscd blu cyes to an tnllmt |
dnlg:; ﬁlnrq.

116, vis ‘Wt her sido. Tho cliaul
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